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HOPE’S HAPPENINGS - Educational News

Encouraging Faith
On the evening of August 15th, volunteers involved in the youth programs at 
Hope had the opportunity to gather together and broaden their horizons in 
their approach to interacting with the youth. Pastor Nate led off with 3 values 
of focus in children’s ministry: Safe, Engaged, Fun. 
We want Hope to be a place students feel safe not only physically but also 
spiritually. This is a place where they can come and learn about Jesus and 
worship Him. We want to provide opportunities for them to be engaged in 
learning, but we also hope the kids can take what they learn and continue to 
have an engaging relationship with the Lord when they are not in our 
building. We want the kids to build their personal relationship with Jesus and 
know who He is to them and who they are to Him. And of course, we want 
these times together to be fun for both the kids and the volunteers.
Pastor Nate began the evening with a message from Mark 6:30-38. Jesus 
had finished speaking to a crowd of over 5,000 people and they were 
hungry. He told his disciples to FEED THEM. They were not sure how they 
were to do this without the resources needed to feed such a crowd, but 
Jesus told them to gather what they had available and FEED THEM. After 
gathering the loaves of bread and fish and using what God provided them, 
they were able to feed the people and still have some left to give. As people 
of faith we need to take the opportunities and resources we have available, 
and trust God will provide what we need to FEED his children.
A-P elementary teacher, Josie Mostek was invited to speak to the group 
regarding different ways to connect with the kiddos and build meaningful 
relationships in the process. She presented ways to be proactive in various 
situations which can lead to successful experiences in the process. Josie 
provided helpful hints to use during large and small group instruction, as well 
as ways for smooth transitions, making the most of the time spent together.
The ideas Josie shared were practical and empowering. Volunteers left 
feeling encouraged to put into practice the new ideas that were presented 
during the meeting. We are excited for the upcoming months of children’s 
ministry at Hope. For more information continue reading this newsletter for 
updates on our Children/Youth Ministry.
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Encouraging others

in their walk with Christ

❏ Deut 17-18
❏ Deut 19-20
❏ Deut 21-23
❏ Deut 24-26
❏ Deut 27-28

❏ Deut 29-31
❏ Deut 32
❏ Deut 33-34
❏ Ps 41-43
❏ Josh 1-4

❏ Luke 13
❏ Luke 14
❏ Luke 15-16
❏ Luke 17
❏ John 11

❏ Josh 5-7
❏ Josh 8-9
❏ Josh 10-11
❏ Josh 12-14
❏ Josh 15-17

July Scripture Reading

September Events, 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

1 JOY @ Third St. Grill 8:30 am
1 Marshall Capper
3 Kenedie Kolder
4 Worship in the Park 10:00 am
4 Adyson Cleary
4 Char Koenen
5 Labor Day
5 Consistory Meeting 6:30 pm 
5 Paisley Kleespies
7 JAM Kickoff 6:30 pm
10 Women’s Brunch 10:30 am
11 Sunday School Kickoff 9:00 am
11 Youth Group Kickoff 6:00 pm
11 Nate Huisman
11 Patriot Day
13 Travis Brown
13 Oliver Capper
17 Roxanne Kolder
17 Clint & Ashley Neuendorf (Ann.)
21 Dave & Jodi Everts (Ann.)
21 Steve & Maggie Ackerman (Ann.)
22 Ann Weber
23 Robby & Jani Sokoloski (Ann.)
24 Miracle League 9:30 am
25 Bibles to 2nd Graders
25 Marian DeBoer
26 Dave Everts
26 Marlys Cuvelier
27-Oct 2 Cursillo Weekend

Camp Hope (age 3-8 years)
Camp Hope is a space provided for kids age 3-8 years old to attend 
after Children’s message during church on Sunday mornings. Camp 
Hope runs all year and will continue to use the Simply Loved curriculum 
“Where Kids Experience God’s Greatest Gift”. Each lesson offers a story 
accompanied with a video or song and an activity or craft (just like 
Marshall’s lovely work pictured to the left). The kids also receive a snack 
and sticker with the Bible verse they review during their time together. 
Camp Hope teachers are always needed and help is graciously 
accepted. If this is something that interests you, please contact the 
church office!



Our Iowa or Hope’s Happenings?
Have you ever read “Our Iowa” 
magazine? Do you like looking for the 
hidden “I” within their ads? Well now you 
can do that here too! In each monthly 
newsletter the letters “ H O P E ” will be 
hidden. Look closely to find them! Happy 
searching!!

Mark Your Calendar!!
July 3 - Worship in the Park
July 16 - Lake View Workday

August 6 - Parkersburg Days Parade
August 11 - Backpack Night

September 4 - Worship in the Park
September 7 - JAM Kickoff

JOY is the first Thursday of each month.
Sewing Ministry meets every Wednesday.

Women’s Bible study will meet each 
Wednesday until July.

E

Sunday school will kickoff on September 11th at 9:00 am with a pancake breakfast for  
parents, kids and those who plan to join for Adult Sunday School. Our teachers are 
looking forward to working with the students and continuing the Heart Shaper 
curriculum for the 3 year old-1st grade and Foundations of Faith for 2nd-5th grade. 
Adults, join for a cup of coffee and an uplifting morning led by Scott Wildeboer, Caryl 
Hippen & Ted Junker before worship every Sunday morning. All students and adults 
should meet in their age specific classrooms each Sunday morning at 9:00 am.

We will be kicking off the Youth Group program on Sunday, September 11th. This year 
middle school (6-8th grade) and high school (9-12th grade) will combine for a meal at 
the beginning of each meeting. Afterwards, breaking into their separate groups. For the 
first few months both groups will be meeting from 6-7:30 p.m.
The high school youth group (led by Erin Heuer, Lacy Sherman & Stacy Ascher) 
patiently awaits the Chosen series to release Season 3 and looks forward to continuing 
the series after the new year. This semester the CHOSEN high school youth group will 
begin by focusing on a series on Right Now Media titled Identity. We will use this study 
to look into the topics of Image, Choices, Relationships, and Accomplishments. The 
world spends so much time convincing us these are the most important things that 
make up our identity. However, this series reminds us that while these may be 
important, they do not make up everything we are. Our identity is found in Jesus and 
this series will help students “ground their identity in Christ and live boldly as children of 
God and heirs of heaven”. (Eric Mason)
We also are looking forward to the opportunity the students have in attending Rocky 
Mountain High this upcoming summer (2023). We will be planning some different 
fundraisers for this trip and also ways to continue to serve others. 

Beginning September 11, we plan to begin a new ministry effort to reach students in 
grades 6-8 with the good news that God loves them. We are planning to meet 
occasionally (7 meetings are planned from September-December) on Sunday nights 
from 6-7:30. There will be a shared meal, followed by games and a lesson. Pastor Nate 
will be joined by Landon Cleary and Brenda Schipper to help lead the group. We hope 
to study a few lessons on prayer (we will discuss the roadblocks to our prayers and 
learning to talk to God in different ways) and a few lessons on strengthening friendships 
in Christ-like ways. Please pray for this group as it is beginning - that a culture of 
trusting relationships can be established and where faith and fellowship are nurtured in 
a fun environment.

Our Children's ministry program, JAM (Jesus And Me), runs most Wednesday nights 
from September through May and is designed for children PreK-5th grade. Most nights 
will include fun worship songs, a craft or activity, snacks, and a teaching from the Bible 
in both a large and small group settings. Last year the Bible lessons focused mostly on 
the New Testament and the incredible miracles Jesus shared. This year we will step 
back into the Old Testament and learn about God’s magnificent power, creation, 
unthinkable mistakes and God’s unfailing love through it all.
JAM Kickoff will take place at Miracle Park in Parkersburg on September 7th at 6:30 
pm. Parents are encouraged to attend to register kids, learn about the program and 
enjoy a root beer float! Kids will play fun yard games and participate in activities to get 
to know their teachers and peers. We hope you’ll join us for a JAMmin’ good time!

Sunday School (Age 3-Adult)

JAM (PreK-5th Grade)

Middle School Ministry (6th-8th Grade)

Youth Group (9th-12th Grade)


