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HOPE’S HAPPENINGS

Empowered by God  we are passionately encouraging others in their walk with Christ.

July Holidays, Birthdays 
& Anniversaries  

4 U.S. Independence Day

7 Shawn Krusey

7 Daryl & Cathy Myers (Ann.)

8 Jason & Lisa Mills (Ann.)

9 Dalon & Teresa DeBoer (Ann.)

10 Adelyn Kolder

10 Linda Kessler

12 Candace Kleespies

13 Steve & Char Koenen (Ann.)

15 Lacy Sherman

16 Jackson Huisman

16 Gladys Boomgarden

20 Delbert Kalkwarf

20 Jim & Marlys Cuvelier (Ann.)

21 Travis Sherman

22 Pam Mudderman

23 Haley Johnson

25 Bryan Schipper

26 Shawn & Tessa Krusey (Ann.)

27 Evan Capper

Mid-Year Check-in
At the beginning of the year we offered each of you Scripture Reading Plan and invited you all to join us in 
reading through the New Testament, Psalms and Proverbs. As we enter July, I wonder… How is everyone 
doing with their readings? Have they read every single scripture assigned? Did they start the plan in January? 
Did they quit reading mid-March? Has this reading plan affected anyone’s daily lives or their relationship with 
Christ? Are there any verses that have stuck with them throughout the year? So rather than me answering for 
everyone, take a minute to read responses from your brothers and sisters in Christ. We at Hope are here to 
passionately encourage you in your walk with Christ, and after reading these responses, I hope you feel 
encouraged, I know I did. 
There are copies of the Scripture Reading Plan available by the church mailboxes. There is also a printable 
version you can find on our website under the “bulletins” tab.

Sometimes I will go outside and read it aloud - it sinks in better. There 

are chapters which have verses I've heard my ENTIRE life, yet they 

make so much more sense in context to the entire history storyline. Many 

times, I've actually come across more QUESTIONS when the scripture is 

read IN ORDER. I admit that I have only read Bible verses independently 

and not truly identified with the whole context. When I fall behind my 

scheduled reading, I go off alone and read big sections at a time which 

makes more sense than starting and stopping each day (it is hard to 

remember the theme that I left off with). I should have been reading 

MORE BIBLE for a lot longer than I have… takes DISCIPLINE but it is 

really lucky we can actually be hearing what God wants us to learn. 

Powerful and eternal knowledge we TAKE FOR GRANTED. Also, it helps 

when I use a more modern translation - currently I'm using the New 

International version LARGE print.      -Anonymous

When starting the reading plan, I knew I wanted to 
figure out where to start reading in my bible again. I 
started the reading plan and I have really enjoyed it. 
Some days I don’t read but it is pretty easy to catch 
up to the day you need to be on. I have been able to 
find a verse or several in each day that I can relate 

to and will highlight them. Each day strikes me 
somehow. If you haven’t started the reading plan or 
stopped reading, I recommend you start from where 

you stopped and continue to read.  -Tessa Wildeboer



I started reading through the Bible several years ago after one of our pastors challenged us to do that (too old 

to remember which one). It's never too late to start, and a chapter a day is pretty easy to do. My favorite plan 

is one that has me read from the Old & New Testament, Psalms, & Proverbs daily. I especially enjoyed reading 

through James as lots of good practical advice. I keep an old hymnal next to my Bible & often read through a 

hymn after reading the Bible. Lots of truth from scripture there too.      -Bob Kampman

I started reading through the Bible the same time Bob did (whenever that was!?). Before I start reading I ask 

the Holy Spirit to open my eyes to the truth in His Word. I've also discovered if I don't have a plan to follow or 

I don’t do it first thing in the morning, it's too easy to "skip" a day (or several). I got a new study Bible for 

Christmas and enjoy underlining meaningful parts as well as reading the study notes. I also circle any words 

that describe God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit and then include them in my prayer time. I especially enjoy all the 

'letters" Paul wrote!! And then we need to "put it into practice!" What a practical "gift" God left us. Can you 

imagine what it would be like if we didn't have the Bible??      -Dort Kampman

I have really enjoyed the guide for reading 
through the New Testament and that it does 
not just go straight through it but moves 
around so that the gospels are intertwined. I 
do get behind at times but as of today I am on 
track. God’s word is living so I find no matter 
where I am reading the Holy Spirit shows me 
something new or challenges me to evaluate 
something in my life. I just finished the book of 
James; it has always been a hard book for me. 
James is very direct in how we should live our 
lives and mine has not always been in line, but 
through the years I have come to appreciate it 
and learn from it. I would encourage everyone 
to make it a priority to spend time in the 
Word, it will show who God “really” is and 
how much He loves you and has the best for 
you. It keeps your heart aligned with His and 
that doesn’t come naturally, at least not for me 
sometimes, but when I do it makes my life full.     
-Caryl Hippen

At the beginning of the year we were tasked to read our bibles 
each day. I’ve wandered aimlessly through the bible before 
but would end up feeling overwhelmed, and I would just quit. 
But this checklist was opportunity presenting itself to try again.
There have been many times I have played catch up 
throughout this process, sometimes having to read more than 
one selection each night. Sometimes having large sections to 
go back and cover, but I still appreciate the challenge. 
Although, this practice takes work and persistence, it can 
become habit forming. I do need to allow myself grace when I 
slack off, knowing it will wait for me to pick back up when I am 
able. But at the end of the day (or checklist), I find myself 
learning something new, revisiting familiar messages, or making 
connections to other lessons. Some days are not as easy as 
others, but I try and push on, knowing I am continuing to learn 
more throughout the journey.
Even if you haven’t checked many, or any of the boxes yet, 
there’s still half a year to go. I encourage anyone to challenge 
themselves to finish out the remainder of the year, even if you 
struggle committing each day.        -Erin Heuer

The daily reading challenge has been good for me. I have routinely read a daily devotional which I have 
enjoyed. This challenge has added that extra piece. At first, I was spot on-reading daily, first thing in the 
morning. But then, February hit, and life got messy. I found myself reading the entire week's list at one time. 
I am back to reading daily, not always first thing, but getting it done. As I reflect back, I feel Ephesians has 
given me excellent guidance for daily living and I enjoyed the challenges of Hebrews-I used the study notes 
at the bottom of my bible a lot. The more I read, the more I learn, the better prepared I am and the more at 
peace I feel. I encourage everyone, even if you fell off the wagon or just never got on, no worries, next week 
we start reading Matthew. No better place to start than the Gospel.     -Jodi Everts



I encourage anyone that has not started 

the Bible Reading Plan to start today! It 

doesn't matter that the year is already 

half over, I didn't even start until the 

church was 3 weeks into it. Did you 

start but fall behind? That's ok, I'm four 

days behind as I'm writing this-don't 

get discouraged, it's not a race. I found 

that no matter how many days I was 

behind throughout the past 6 months, 

whenever I picked up my Bible and the 

scripture plan, those verses were 

exactly what I needed to hear that day. 

With all of the craziness that has been 

going on, I have found this to be one of 

my "silver linings." It gives me a few 

minutes a day to shift my focus, 

recharge for the next day and reflect 

upon the good that is still happening 

around us and remember to be thankful 

for that day's blessings!

-Tosha Kolder

The one-year Scripture reading plan (covering the New Testament and 
Psalms/Proverbs) has been a blessing to me. It is user friendly, not overwhelming. 
Reading and checking off the daily selection has become habitual, for the most part, in a 
good way. Vacation and/or weekends sometimes disrupt this. After that happens, to get 
back on track and not get discouraged, I start back up on the current day, skipping what 
I’ve missed. Then I catch back up, if possible, on days that are more conducive 
timewise. 
            As I read, I underline verses that are meaningful to me. Recently underlined 
verses include Psalm 55: 22-23. “But you, O God, will bring down the wicked into the pit 
of corruption: bloodthirsty and deceitful men will not live out half their days. But as for 
me, I trust in you.” Because the word trust has become a sort of mantra for me during 
this crazy 2020, I keep a lookout for that word. 
            Getting a daily dose of Scripture is just what the doctor ordered for 2020. If you 
haven’t been reading Scripture daily, I would encourage you to give it a try. It keeps me 
grounded, points me to the One who is in control (the One who can be trusted), keeps 
fear and hysteria at bay, and helps me remember that Jesus is coming. Nothing else 
really matters.                        -ANONYMOUS

When Logan left, so did a lot of things. I never lost my faith, 
that’s the only way I got through (and the love of the church 
family, friends and immediate family), but I did lose the 
desire to worship, lead or read the Bible. The pain was so 
immense, that just getting through the day took all I had. 
Slowly I was working my way back, attending worship again, 
going to JAM with my grandkids, baby steps, then Pastor 
offered the challenge of reading a scripture everyday. I 
thought, I can do that, it’s a little at a time, it’s a way to get 
back into my Bible and I’m just a little competitive. So here 
we are halfway through and it has been challenging, 
rewarding and emotional. I am using Logan’s Bible, the one 
he wrote in, highlighted in and carried with him to his 
church in Montana. The two of us use to talk about scripture 
and their meanings and I love the way his mind would see 
things so differently, but clearly. Reading these passages and 
seeing his thoughts and writing on the pages, makes me feel 
like I’m talking to him again, a connection I can make while 
he waits for me. There are days I forget or just can’t get it in, 
so I play catch up, but it is by God's design, because those 
days always seem to be the ones I needed to read on that 
day. I have found my way back to where I need to be. Talking 
to God, studying his word and realizing the bigger plan and 
awaiting that day when I can see my son again.   -Teresa 
DeBoer


