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Dates to Remember:

HOPE’S HAPPENINGS

Sundays:
Sunday School 9:00 am

Worship 10:00 am
Fellowship 11:00 am

Mondays:
Bible Study 1:00 pm

Wednesdays: 
Sewing Ministry 8:00 am

JAM 6:30 pm

January 1 @ 6:30 pm
Christmas Cleanup

January 2 @ 8:15 am
JOY at Todd’s

January 5 @ 11:00 am
Marian’s Retirement 

Celebration

January 6 @ 6:30 pm
Consistory Meeting

January 12 @ 11:00 am
Congregational Meeting

January 19 @ 10:00 am
Installation/Ordination of 

Elder & Deacon

January 19 @ 4:00 pm
Worship & Ed Meeting

January 21 @ 8:00 am
Care Team Meeting

January 26 @ 5:30 pm
Consistory Party

When Jesus was in the wilderness being tempted by Satan, he quoted from 
Deuteronomy 8:3 which says, "Man does not live on bread alone but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” Job said a similar thing when he said, “I 
have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread.” (Job 23:12). We 
wouldn’t think of going a day without eating (unless we were really sick or were 
required to fast). Yet many of us go days/weeks without feeding our souls with 
God’s Word. The Bible is our daily bread, our nourishment for the journey of faith 
that we are on. And much like Jesus and Job, when we have strengthened ourselves 
with God’s Word, then when the temptations of life or the trials of suffering come 
our way, we will be able to endure the test of our faith. 
At Hope Reformed Church we want to strengthen ourselves with what truly 
satisfies and strengthens - God’s Word. At the start of 2020, we offered a Bible 
reading plan that covers the New Testament, the Psalms and Proverbs. It amounts 
to about a chapter of reading each day. And, I will admit, when I look at all 366 
days (it’s leap year this year) with all their assigned readings, it seems 
overwhelming. I know that there will likely be many days that I will miss my time to 
read and my mind will probably be filled with all sorts of thoughts. Things like, “I 
have to catch up so I can say I DID this.” Or, “I’m so far behind, what’s the point?” 
These thoughts miss the point of what a discipline of Bible reading sets out to do. 
Instead I would suggest that you simply begin again on the appropriate day and 
don’t look back.  God’s mercies ARE new every morning!
In committing to reading God’s Word a little each day, we open ourselves up to 
God’s direction for our lives and place our lives in alignment with God’s way. I 
recall that when I met with Jana Voss in December, who showed me where she 
works on her pottery, she talked to me about the centering process. It is the part of 
shaping a pot that gets the clay ready to be worked with. She told me that she’s 
seen how this is true in her own life, that she needs to “center herself” on God 
each day, specifically on God’s Word. 
This week I’ve been preparing a couple messages from Proverbs that explore paths 
of wisdom and folly. God desires that we walk in wisdom because it leads to the 
abundant life God wants for each of us. This path includes a daily dose of hearing 
God speak by his Word and leaning in to hear that “gentle whisper” (1 Kings 19:12) 
above the cacophony of other voices in this world vying for our attention.
If you would like to open yourself up to God in this way, please take a reading plan 
and join us (they are available by the mailboxes at church). For most of us it is 
probably critical that we find someone to read with us. Possibly send an 
encouraging text to each other or call each other once a week to see how you are 
doing. Then discuss together what you are learning. Let’s make 2020 a year of 
nourishment and growth with God’s Word. -Pastor Nate

Empowered by God we are 
passionately encouraging others in 

their walk with Christ.



All are welcome to join every Sunday 
Sunday School 9:00 am ● Worship Service 10:00 am ● Fellowship 11:00 am
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Empowered by God we are passionately encouraging others in their walk with Christ.

January Birthdays & Anniversaries 
1 Mary Wildeboer

1 Morgan Koenen

1 Jaye Eliason

3 Nick Koenen

4 Crew DeBoer

5 Jerry Ohlendorf

7 Sissy Minch

7 Jason Mills

14 Roland & Anita Meester (Anniv.)

16 Daryl Myers

16 Jackie Wildeboer

16 Tillie Considine

19 Tosha Kolder

20 Elisabeth Marks

23 Nick Peters

23 Sarah Minch

31 Loren and Shelly Sherman (Anniv.)

THANK YOU for your rich generosity in 2019. The Missions and Outreach Team met on 
Monday, December 30th to distribute the funds that were given to the Mission Fund. We 
joyfully distributed over $7,000 to various ministries and organizations across our 
neighborhoods and around the world. These funds were additional to the $12,000 already 
given and distributed throughout the year. Through these gifts, hungry children were fed, 
women in desperate lifestyles were loved, Christian camps were given funds to expand 
their efforts, missionaries were supported in their work and families with a parent in 
prison heard the gospel in loving action. There was a lot of Kingdom advancement 
through these gifts. If you would like to know more about the ministries Hope Reformed 
Church supports, feel free to ask Scott Wildeboer or Pastor Nate for more information. 
Until then, join us in celebrating the grace that’s been given in this good work.  
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 
me.” (Matthew 25:35-36)


