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HOPE’S HAPPENINGS

Empowered by God  we 
are passionately 

encouraging others in 
their walk with Christ.

Backpack Night - August 19th at 6:30 pm
... Ring ... Ring ... Ring ...

Can you hear the school bells ringing? If not, you will soon enough and I’m sure the kids are excited to see 
their friends and get back to learning! (hah!) Along with excitement of a new school year comes stressors to 
parents and families. Where will the extra money come from to pay for school supplies, shoes, lunches, 
wardrobes… Sound familiar? This list could go on and on. To help alleviate this stress for families in the A-P 
School District we are once again hosting Backpack Night at Hope Reformed Church on August 19th at 6:30 
pm. If you have participated in this event before, it will look different this year for social distancing 
regulations. We are planning a drive through type event (with live music)!

Backpack night is an event designated for Preschoolers-8th Grade. Our goal is to supply your child/children 
with their school supply needs. What we need from you to participate: Children’s names, gender, school 
grade, and favorite color or hobby (this way we can tailor the supplies to the individual child).

For anyone interested in helping financially with this event, these are some options: Pick up an envelope 
from the church and purchase all the supplies on the list OR Designate a check to “Backpack Night” in the 
offering plate or mail to Hope. Think of this as hassle free shopping!

We need all supplies to be at the church by Sunday, August 16th to be sorted and ready for Backpack Night. 
If you are donating money towards supplies, please contact us by August 12th.

If you have ANY questions or want more information on how to attend Backpack Night, or how to 
volunteer/donate in anyway, please contact Tessa Wildeboer (319-231-7246), Lacy Sherman 
(319-404-6038), or Erin Heuer (319-231-3475). Thank you for considering serving our community with us. 



August Events, 
Birthdays & 
Anniversaries  

2 Stephanie Carlson

6 Phyllis Sill

6 Elsa Mills

9 Avari Everts

10 Kim Junker

16 Aalderks family concert 9:30am

17 Aubree Weber

19 Backpack Night 6:30 pm

20 Steve & Doneta Burns (Ann.)

21 Collin Grandon

23 Worship in the Park 6:30 pm

25 Chuck & Jo Krusey (Ann.)

25 Gaylen & Judy Eilderts (Ann.)

26 Jacob Everts

28 Scott Wildeboer

31 Marian Sherman

After MONTHS of cancelled meetings, our JOY group gathered once again on Thursday, July 30th. People 
brought their own lawn chairs and coffee to sit in the parking lot of church and enjoy some delicious coffee 
cake provided by Koby Capper. It was a great time for those who came to connect with one another once 
again - even as we sat at a distance from one another. 
The highlight of the morning was sharing stories with one another of our “worst jobs ever.” While there were 
many tales of detasseling corn and various farm duties like castrating pigs, gathering eggs or butchering 
chickens, perhaps the story that received the most groans came from Delbert Kalkwarf who described 
draining the cud from decapitated cows heads! Ugh!  Now THAT’S a horrible job! 
When you gather a group like JOY you’re sure to soak up some significant life experience and discover that 
we’ve come through tough times before and maybe things aren’t all that bad after all.  

Celebrate summer with us! Join us at Miracle Park on August 23 at 6:30 
pm for an evening of praise and worship. Bring your own chair or blanket, 
sit back and enjoy some summer sun as we reflect on Genesis 8:22: “As 
long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer 
and winter day and night will never cease.”  Seasons may change, but 
our God is faithful through it all.  

We will share stories and songs and some soft-serve ice cream following 
the time of worship. This is a great opportunity to invite a friend or 
neighbor to join you for a casual, outdoor service. Note: Worship in the 
Park will take the place of our morning worship gathering that Sunday.  


