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HOPE’S HAPPENINGS

April Events, 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

2 Don Poppens
3 Easter Caroling 2:00 pm
3 Youth Group 6:00 pm
7 JOY @ Timmer’s 11:00 am
7 Paul & Donna Sherman (Ann.)
8 Susan Myers
8 Nile Petersen
9 Spring Cleaning 9:00 am
9 Kelli Dix
10 Palm Sunday
10 Youth Group 6:00 pm
11 Consistory 6:30 pm
13 No JAM (Easter Break)
14 Maundy Thursday Service 7 pm
15 Good Friday
16 Dorothy DeBeer
17 Easter Breakfast 8:45 am
17 Easter Worship 10:00 am
20 Adrian Huisman
21 Jaxson Kleespies
22 Judy Eilderts
24 Youth Group 6:00 pm
24 Dave Cleary
24 Caryl Hippen
28 Fannie Meyer
29 Kristi Cleary
30 Women’s Spring Conference 

Why Christ Calls Us To Worship
Easter services are usually well attended, but what about other weeks? 
What draws you to worship on an “average” Sunday, and what might 
Jesus have in store for people in the pews?

Consider this from Pastor Charles Aaron: “Did we come to church this 
morning thinking it was a safe thing to do? Did we come with some 
expectation of receiving a blessing, a bit of comfort, but no real 
challenge? Did we think about the possibility that encountering Jesus 
would rearrange our lives, explode our priorities, cause us to give more 
than we ever expected? Did we think we could get a little something from 
Jesus, a dose of grace to help us through the week? Did we come for the 
fellowship, the music, the spiritual boost? No one can argue with those 
reasons.”

He continues: “The risen Christ, however, may have had other plans for 
this worship service. Christ may want to come under our skins and 
transform us. Christ may see through us so that something we have well 
hidden comes to the surface. Christ may kick out from under us the 
things we use to prop ourselves up but that we don’t really need. Are we 
ready for that? Did we bargain on that when we walked through the door 
today?”

—from The Wired Word

Our Iowa or Hope’s Happenings?
Have you ever read “Our Iowa” 
magazine? Do you like looking for 
the hidden “I” within their ads? Well 
now you can do that here too! In 
each monthly newsletter the letters 
“ H O P E ” will be hidden. Look closely 
to find them!Happy searching!!

❏ Ex 36-38
❏ Ex 39-40
❏ Lev 1-4
❏ Lev 5-7
❏ Lev 8-10

❏ Lev 11-13
❏ Lev 14-15
❏ Lev 16-18
❏ Lev 19-21
❏ Lev 22-23

❏ Matt 13
❏ Mark 4
❏ Luke 8
❏ Mark 5
❏ Mark 6

❏ Lev 24-25
❏ Lev 26-27
❏ Ps 1-9
❏ Ps 10-15
❏ Ps 16-19

April Scripture Reading
Empowered by God 

we are Passionately
Encouraging others

in their walk with Christ

How’d I get HERE?! 
I know you’ve experienced this before: You walk into a room and you know 
you had a reason to be there, but you JUST CAN’T REMEMBER WHY 
YOU'RE THERE. You know what I’m talking about?

I’ve been having this thought more and more these days as I’ve had 
conversations with people throughout the church about the future of the 
denomination. I find myself wondering, “How’d we GET here? How did we get 
to a place where so many churches are reconsidering their connection to the 
denomination?” If you haven’t read the letter I sent out on March 13 about the 
reasons we are exploring these issues, I’d invite you to read it as it attempts 
to answer these questions.  

Regardless, the brief word that I want to share with you today comes from 
Genesis 28:15. Jacob has just run away from his home for fear that his 
brother might kill him. He lies down for the night and has a dream of a 
stairway to heaven with angels ascending and descending upon it. In other 
words, he sees a heavenly vision. God is revealing himself to Jacob in this 
awesome place. 

But the promise of God in verse 15 is even more awesome: That God will be 
with Jacob, not just in THIS place, but WHEREVER Jacob goes.  It is as if, the 
stairway/gateway to heaven will follow Jacob in all his journeys. 

Be encouraged today, wherever you find yourself. Even if you find yourself in 
a place that you never imagined yourself to be and have no idea HOW you 
got THERE, know this: Our God is faithful and goes with us. God never leaves 
us (Deut. 31:6), never lets go of us (John 6:39) and never abandons us in a 
time of difficulty (Psalm 23:4). Just as Jacob awoke and worshiped right 
where he was, you can worship God wherever you are.

-Pastor Nate

I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go.

Genesis 28:15
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Wake Up!
Some men from the community joined for the 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast at Hope in March. 
Joe Brummel of Lakeview Camp spoke and 
challenged each of them to “Wake Up” in 
their spiritual lives. Don’t live stagnant. Don’t 
get sleepy in your faith, living Sunday to 
Sunday. Open your Bible. Pray. Be ready 
(and watchful) for new opportunities to serve 
our awesome God. This challenge is for each 
of you, men and women: WAKE UP!

Wake up, and strengthen the things that 
remain, which were about to die; for I have 

not found your deeds completed in the sight 
of My God.         -Revelation 3:2
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