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HOPE’S HAPPENINGS

Wait…what day is it?! Where am I?! Seems easy to lose one’s self these days.  
With the arrival of the COVID-19 epidemic and all the ramifications that came with it, our lives have been upended. Our 
regular routines of work/recreation, weekday/weekend, etc. are obliterated. Many of the staples of our lives (kids going 

to school, meeting someone for coffee, working out at the gym, etc.) have been stripped from our lives and we have 
been locked in the confines of our homes seeing that the sun is shining outside soooo… it must be daytime anyway. 

But what time of day? What day of the week? Meh! Who knows… they all just sort of blend together these days!  
There have been a lot of changes to our lives over the last several weeks and our life together as a congregation has 
had to change right along with it. I want to take a couple minutes to try to take stock of what we’ve done as a church 

and to start looking ahead (as best as we can) toward what we can expect in the weeks to come.

WORSHIP
So…we can’t get together. We’re a CONGREGATION that can’t CONGREGATE! What do we do now? How do we 
worship if we can’t worship in the same space?  

For the last couple weeks we’ve been providing videos to lead people in a time of worship. Various members of the 
church have recorded themselves reading scripture, praying, singing or leading a children’s message and these video 
snippets are put together into one presentation that is posted to our website and shared on our Facebook page.  

While other technological options have been explored for how we can connect with one another at this time, our 
current efforts seem to be working (with a few reported difficulties that we are trying to respond to and solve as 
needed). People are watching the videos (and sharing them with their friends). For now, I plan to continue compiling 
these videos. Please continue to offer to help with this. I think people like seeing a variety of familiar faces. If you would 
like to provide a portion of the service (song, testimony, prayer, a favorite scripture, anything that can build others up in 
their faith), please contact Lacy or Nate and we will add you to the schedule.  

It is our goal to have the videos posted to our website by 9 am each Sunday morning. I want to encourage you to keep 
Sunday morning worship a structured habit of your weekly routine. You might like to commit to watching the worship 
video at 10 am Sundays, knowing that others from the church are watching along with you at that time.  Below, I’ve 
attached some other helpful guidelines for participating in remote worship opportunities. 

GET OUT OF BED AND GET DRESSED
it will put you in the right mindset for worship.

GO THROUGH YOUR NORMAL SUNDAY ROUTINE
minus the “hurry up, we’re late” part.

GATHER TOGETHER AS A FAMILY
no multitasking; worship is a family activity.

SING ALONG LOUD AND PROUD
It may feel weird, but no one’s watching

except the one you’re singing to - the Lord God.
And God thinks you sound great.

PREACH WITH THE PREACHER
Interact with the message, it’s okay to press pause

and discuss something as a family; take notes;
have a time of prayer; make your home your sanctuary.

April Holidays,
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

2 Don Poppens

2 Blake Huffman

5 Palm Sunday

6 Kaya Roby

7 Paul & Donna Sherman (Ann.)

8 Susan Myers

9 Maundy Thursday

10 Good Friday

12 Easter

16 Dorothy DeBeer

20 Adrian Huisman

21 Jaxson Kleespies

22 Judy Eilderts

23 Haley Homeister

24 Dave Cleary

28 Fannie Meyer

29 Kristi Cleary



DISCIPLESHIP
There is a lot of grief to be acknowledged within our congregation. I’ve heard several people lament over an empty 
church building. And I know that many of us are aching for some human interaction; we’d love nothing more than a 
Sunday where we can come to church and share a time of fellowship afterward over a spread of snacks. We don’t like 
being apart from one another and we see the value of that more than ever.  

Losing the momentum of our Wednesday night JAM program (that had been gathering nearly 50 children each week.) 
has been especially difficult. Through multimedia efforts we are trying to connect with this community. We’ve asked the 
kids to participate remotely in two challenges. The first was to have kids dance to “Pharaoh, Pharaoh” - initiated by a 
Facebook Live recording that I think made both Nate and Pat a bit camera shy! This generated a fantastic response as 
18 kids (and 1 donkey - a.k.a Travis Sherman) participated! Participants names were submitted in a drawing and a prize 
awarded to the winner. The next challenge was presented: to build a fort with pillows and blankets in their homes and 
record a video of its appearance inside and out. Nineteen have responded to this challenge thus far. More of these 
videos and challenges are being planned in the days ahead. Hopefully these “remote” activities will help us continue to 
make memories and build upon this group’s relationships. When we are able to meet once again as a large group, I 
hope that we can have a final celebration/party with all of our JAM family and friends. 

FINANCES
One of the challenges of not meeting together is continuing to support the financial needs of our church. I want to say it 
again, “Thank you” for your continued generous support. Our offering on the 22nd exceeded expectations (and we 
appreciate your ongoing support).  

Our leadership has discussed online giving options. While this conversation continues to be explored, we know that we 
can trust your faithful support through this season. We also understand that decreased work hours and pay might mean 
that families are not able to give as they once did. If you should choose to donate, you may bring your offering to the 
church from 11-noon on Sundays or mail your donation to the church (611 4th Street Parkersburg IA 50665).  

We also want you to know that there have been conversations and concerns expressed over families of our 
congregation who might have lost work/pay and are having financial difficulty. We want you to know that there are 
people who care and want to help. Please contact a member of the consistory (listed at the bottom of this letter) for 
more information about this.

CONNECTIONS
Connecting with others is one of the most basic needs we all have at this time. Our care team at Hope met Tuesday, 
March 24 to strategize ways in which we can stay connected with those who need it the most within our church family.   
Phone calls are being made on a weekly basis simply to touch base with people. You can participate in this as well. Find 
a member of the church to reach out to and give them a call or write them a note. Reach out to each other and continue 
to encourage one another.  

IN THE DAYS AHEAD
We do not plan to host large meetings/worship services throughout the month of April or as long as our government 
advises against it. If this plan changes we will notify you. Pastor Nate and Lacy do not intend to work at the church 
office but are very available to be contacted by phone or email (see their contact information below).
   

WHAT ABOUT EASTER
When everything started to shut down, it was expressed by many people that our hopes were that we might be able to 
meet together again by Easter (April 12). However, that is not going to happen as we had hoped. My intention is that we 
will acknowledge Easter over the videos we produce but that our ROBUST celebration of Easter will be best expressed 
the day we are able to return to worship together as a church (whenever that happens - even if it means we are 
celebrating Easter in May, June, July...?). When there is no longer a restriction on our gathering, I hope to have a 
celebratory Easter worship service at that time. This, I believe, is fitting given our circumstances. Christ is risen every 
day and we can celebrate that fact best when we are able to come together as his people.  

Until then, I will repeat the scripture I shared on the 29th from 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 “Be on your guard; stand firm in 
the faith; be courageous; be strong. Do everything in love.”

May you all be rooted in Christ’s love.  God blessings to you all.                        -Pastor Nate Huisman



Soup Supper Update
Remember that time when we were all together as a church family? We served soup and sandwiches and delicious 
desserts. Can you hear the laughter, see the smiles, feel the fellowship? I can. As I sit here with plenty of time to think, 
I’m humbled by the support and love from our church family, year after year to make this supper work. I am grateful for 
all the prayers, the financial support and the work that people do to help pull this off. Dalon and I are always being told 
what a wonderful job we do, but none of it would be possible without all of you. We served roughly  250 people that 
night as were able to raise $1500.00, that’s the most money we have made for years. The weather was in our favor that 
night, and as always, the food on point, which brings them back time and time again. So many to thank...to Lacy and 
Pastor Nate for helping take care of the details and some of the busywork, to Irma for once again help make the oyster 
stew a success, Dalon and her make quite the team. My oyster shucker , Dorothy, who is always there for me. To my 
mom and Doneta for always making the desserts move smoothly and Dave and Steve for making sure things get 
delivered. To my dad for being such a great PR man. This all wouldn’t be possible without Dalon’s love of frying 
hamburger and unending support. Applause to all the volunteers who helped set up, tear down and work all the hours in 
between. Even in this time of uncertainty, it is so comforting to know we are still Hope, we will always be Hope, together 
or apart and we will always have Hope..                                                                         -Teresa DeBoer

The Cross
During a time where we are 
desperately trying to find ways to “be 
together” while in isolation we have 
noticed a trend happening around the 
country, even in our small 
communities. People are displaying 
teddy bears, hearts, rainbows, etc. in 
their windows, with the intent that 
families, kids, and all people will drive 
or walk around town to find them. 
Feeling connected to each other and 
having hope this time of isolation will 
pass. That’s a big message for 
something as simple as a teddy bear, 
but people are responding. They are 
feeling encouraged. At Hope, we want 
to encourage you to display a CROSS 
in your window, on your yard or 
somewhere around your home. We 
can share the message with 
neighbors, friends and family that there 
is hope. Our hope is in the LORD. He 
is in control, now and always. We want 
to share that message. So I encourage 
you to display a cross now until April 
13 (or longer if you would like). 
Crosses can be decorations, paper cut 
outs, kids crafts, big or small. Join in 
on the fun and spread the Hope of 
Jesus Christ.

Set your minds on things above, not on 
earthly things. Colossians 3:2 



Empowered by God we are passionately encouraging others in their walk with Christ.

Hope Reformed Church Leadership
Chuck Krusey (Elder) - 319-231-6838
Galen Hippen (Elder) - 319-239-1395
Steve Koenen (Elder) - 319-215-6300
Bob Kampman (Elder) - 319-830-8958

Landon Cleary (Deacon) - 319-231-3127
Pat Weber (Deacon) - 319-429-0965

Evan Capper (Deacon) - 319-939-6848
Travis Sherman (Deacon) - 319-404-6037

Nate Huisman (Pastor) - 319-239-8894
Lacy Sherman (Administrative Assistant) - 319-404-6038

During these trying times, we want to share with you 
some services available to the public to help limit 
physical contact with other people in the community.

Pick up and/or Delivery Available:

Brothers Market – 319-346-1301
Delivery on Tues. & Sat., Pickup available 
Parkersburg Hardware – 319-346-1722

Pickup & Delivery 
Seich's Parkersburg Pharmacy - 319-346-1970

Curbside Pickup & Delivery of pharmaceuticals available
Dollar General – 319-346-6815

Senior Citizen Hour 8-9 each morning
Kothe Memorial Library - 319-346-2442

Curbside Pickup
Aplington Public Library - 319-347-2432

Curbside Pickup

Stay Connected
➔ Please continue to check our website 

(www.hopeinparkersburg.org) for announcements, worship 
services, upcoming events as well as the prayer section to 
share any prayer requests or concerns you may have.

➔ Our Facebook page will continue to have up-to-date 
announcements, JAM videos, uplifting scriptures and 
different resources available to each of you. You can find 
us at www.facebook.com/hopeinparkersburg This is open 
to the public even if you aren’t a Facebook member.

➔ Our church has access to thousands of good bible studies 
and resources through RightNow Media  designed for 
individuals and families of all ages. If you would like access 
to the RightNow Media account join here:

➔ www.rightnowmedia.org/account/invite/hrc


