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HOPE’S HAPPENINGS

July Events, Birthdays & Anniversaries 
1 JOY @ Legend’s 8:30 am
4 Independence Day
7 Women’ Bible Study 7:00pm
7 Shawn Krusey
7 Daryl & Cathy Myers (Ann.)
8 Jason & Lisa Mills (Ann.)
9 Dalon & Teresa DeBoer (Ann.)
10 Mission Workday 9-2
10 Adelyn Kolder
10 Linda Kessler
12 Candace Kleespies
13-15 Community VBS 6-8 pm
13 Steve & Char Koenen (Ann.)

The power of listening
“The most basic and powerful way to connect to another person is to 
listen,” says Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen, author and integrative medicine 
professor. “Perhaps the most important thing we ever give each other is 
our attention.”

Twice in Mark 4, while teaching, Jesus urges, “Let anyone with ears to hear 
listen” (verses 9 & 23, NRSV). One way we show what Jesus means to us 
is by truly listening to his word — not just hearing sounds but being 
attentive and intentional. Likewise, one way we love and serve others is by 
respectfully listening to them: not assuming we know what they feel or 
mean or will say; not planning what to say even as they’re still speaking, 
but listening deeply to learn about them and their experience.

We often think living our faith calls for great accomplishments or worldwide 
reach. But Remen says, “A loving silence often has … power to heal and to 
connect.” Don’t underestimate something as basic and doable as listening 
as a way to practice Christlike love.

15 Lacy Sherman
16 Jackson Huisman
16 Gladys Boomgarden
16 Garret & Sammi Meyer (Ann.)
18 Gideon’s Presentation 9:30 am
20 Delbert Kalkwarf
20 Jim & Marlys Cuvelier (Ann.)
21 Travis Sherman
22 Emryn Nitcher
25 Bryan Schipper
25 Jamal Eliason
26 Shawn & Tessa Krusey (Ann.)
27 Evan Capper

Flip to the back of this newsletter for a fun Summer Reading plan you can do as a family! 
If you are interested in the adult version of this plan there are some available by the church mailboxes.
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