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Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson Plan 
Title Verses Lesson Date 

 
God’s Atonement for Sin 1 John1:1-2:2 1 March 27, 2022 
Obedience, Love, Father and 
Christ 

1 John 2:3-27 2 April 3, 2022 

God’s Righteous, Repentant and 
Loving Children 

1 John 2:28-3:24 3 April 10, 2022 

The Jesus Test, Gift, and Result 1 John 4:1-21 4 April 24, 2022 
Faith, Testimony, Prayer and 
Final Truths 

1 John 5:1-21 5 May 8, 2022 

Personal Letters 2 John, 3 John 6 May 15, 2022 
I am the Alpha and Omega Revelation 1 7 May 22, 2022 
 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 1 
God’s Atonement for Sin 

Author 
The author is not identified in the letter by name but early church fathers Irenaeus, 
Clement, Tertullian, and Origen  from 140-253 AD, identified the author as John.  The 
style of the letter is in simple Greek and figures of speech (such as light and dark, life 
and death, truth and lies, love and hate) are similar to the Gospel of John.  The 
prologue of 1 John is amazingly similar to the prologue of the Gospel of John.  Also, the 
writer claims to be an eyewitness to Jesus as you can see in 1 John 1:3. 
 
Date 
The date is uncertain but many scholars suggest 85-95 AD and before the writing of 
Revelation. 
 
Recipients 
No recipient is identified by name and this was letter was probably read to many 
churches. 
 
Purpose  
The letter’s purpose seems to be threefold. 

1. “We write this to make our joy complete.” (1 John 1:4) 
2. “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 

you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 John 5:13) 
3. “I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray.”  

(1 John 2:26).   
 
Gnosticism, a Dangerous Heresy 

1. Spirit is good and matter is evil. 
2. Human body is matter and therefore evil, and to be contrasted with God who is 

good. 
3. Salvation is escaping from the body by knowing “special knowledge” and not by 

the work of Jesus.  In Greek “gnosis” means knowledge. 
4. Jesus’ humanity was denied.  Some believed that He only seemed to have a 

body, while others believed that the Divine Christ joined Jesus, the man, at 
baptism and left before He died.  The man Jesus was different than the Christ so 
they denied the deity of Jesus. 

5. The body was considered evil and could be treated harshly. 
6. The breaking of God’s law had no moral consequences because the body, which 

was matter, is evil.  Therefore, Gnostics might consider themselves without sin. 
7. Gnostics are most likely identified in 1 Timothy 1, 2 Timothy 3 and 2 Peter 2. 

 
  



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 1 
God’s Atonement for Sin 

 
  



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 1 
God’s Atonement for Sin 

Jesus and God 
Read 1 John 1:1-5 and John 1:1-5, 14. 
1. How are these passages similar to John 1:1-5, 14? 
John 1 John 
  

 
2. How would you describe the author? 
 
 
 
 
3. How would you describe your fellowship with Jesus? 
 
 
 
4. How is your joy made complete?  Are you able to explain a time where you have 

experienced complete joy? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ______________________________________________________________  
 
Light and Truth 
Read 1 John 1:5-7. 
5. John mentions both light and truth in these verses. 

a. Explain how God is light and truth.  See Genesis 1:3-4, Nehemiah 9:12, 
Psalm 76:4, Psalm 104:2, Matthew 17:2, John 8:12, John 14:6, and 
Revelation 21:23. 

 
 
 
 

b. How is God’s Word light and truth?  See Daniel 9:22, Isaiah 9:2, Psalm 119:5, 
and Matthew 4:16. 

 
 

c. How does God’s light and truth apply to believers?  See Job 33:28, Isaiah 2:5, 
2 Corinthians 4:6, and 1 Peter 2:9. 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 1 
God’s Atonement for Sin 

 
6. John may have been thinking of the Gnostics as he wrote these verses.  How does a 

person walk in darkness?  How can a person walk in light? 
 
 
 
7. Is Jesus your light and truth?  If so, how has that light and truth caused you to have 

fellowship with others? 
 
 
Lesson: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Sin, Confession and Atonement  
Read 1 John 1:8-2:2, Leviticus 16:11-19, and Romans 3:21-26. 
8. Memorize Romans 3:23 and 1 John 1:9.  What does Jesus promise if we confess? 
 
 
 
9. How would you define atonement? 
 
 
 
 
10. How is Jesus able to speak in our defense?  See Hebrews 10:1-18. 
 
 
 
 
11. Have you confessed your sins?  If so, how has confession benefited you? 
 

 
 

 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Challenge:  How will you make a habit of confessing your sins daily? 
 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 2 
Obedience, Love, Father and Christ 

Obedience and Disobedience 
Read 1 John 2:3-6, Romans 10:9 and Ephesian 2:8-10. 
Note:  John uses two different Greek words that are translated “know” into English.  
Γινώσκομεν refers to Christian’s knowledge in verse 3 while Ἔγνωκα is used in verse 
4 and most likely refers to the Gnostics who claim to have special knowledge of God but 
do not live like they do. 
1. Do you see a contradiction between verses 3, 4 and Romans 10:9 and Ephesians 

2:8-10?  Explain. 
 
 
2. What is the advantage of obeying God’s Word?  Can you share a time when you 

experienced God’s complete love for you? 
 
 
 
3. John refers to people as sinners in 1 John 1:8-9.  Is it possible to “walk as Jesus 

did?”  How would you understand and apply verse 6 to your life? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Love and Hate 
Read 1 John 2:7-14, Deuteronomy 6:5, Leviticus 19:18 and Matthew 22:37-39. 
4. What is the old command?  Why does John say it is new? 
 
 
 
5. Commentators say that the Gnostics in John’s day hated true believers.  Explain 

what John is saying in verses 9-11.  
 
 
 
6. How do you love your Christian brothers and sisters? 
 
 
 
7. Who is John addressing in verses 12-14? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 2 
Obedience, Love, Father and Christ 

Father and World 
Read 1 John 2:15-17. 
8. In your opinion, what does John mean by the world?  What does he not mean? See 

John 3:16. 
 
 
 
9. How has God helped you to be in the world but not of the world? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Christ and Anti-Christ 
Read 1 John 2:18-27 
10. John now warns “dear children” (perhaps those new to the faith) about the antichrist.  

What does John tell us about antichrists?  Give verses if you can. 
 
 
 
11. How do believers resist the antichrist and false teaching? 
 
 
 
12. What does John mean by “you do not need anyone to teach you.”  Is he saying to do 

away with teachers?  See Matthew 28:20, 1 Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11, 
Colossians 3:16, 1 Timothy 4:11 and 2 Timothy 2:2, 24. 

 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Challenge:  This week, how will you avoid antichrists and obey Jesus in order to 
glorify the Father rather than the world. 
 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 3 
God’s Righteous, Repentant and Loving Children 

God’s Righteous Children 
Read 1 John 2:28-3:3 
1. Explain how you have been made righteous and a child of God.  See John 3:3-8, 16. 
 
 
 
 
2. John encourages believers to “continue in Him” so that he and believers will be 

unashamed when Jesus returns.  How do you “continue in Him?”  See 2 Corinthians 
7:1 and 2 Peter 3:13-14. 

 
 
 
3. John states that believers are “NOW children of God.”  What does the future hold for 

us?  See 1 Corinthians 15:50-58. 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
God’s Repentant Children 
Read 1 John 3:4-10. 
4. How does John identify children of the Devil?  List the verses. 
 
 
 
5. How does John identify children of God?  List the verses. 
 
 
 
 
6. Do verses 6 and 9 demand that children of God must be sinless?  Give reasons for 

your answer.  See 1 John 1:8-9. 
 
 
 
7. How does Romans 7:14-8:2 help you to understand 1 John 3:4-7 and encourage 

you? 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 3 
God’s Righteous, Repentant and Loving Children 

God’s Loving Children 
Read 1 John 3:11-24. 
8. John continues his argument about loving others from 1 John 2:7-14.  How does the 

reference to Cain and Abel (Genesis 4) help you to understand love? 
 
 
 
 
9. Have you ever hated someone?  If so, how did you resolve that hatred? 
 
 
 
 
10. What are examples of love that John gives to us?  Have you experienced any of 

those examples in your life? 
 
 
 
 
11. From verses 19 -22, how do you know that you belong to the truth? 
 
 
 
 
12. What is God’s command that John’ gives us and what is the result? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Challenge:  How will you turn from sin and love others as Jesus has forgiven you 
and loved you? 
 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 4 
The Jesus Test, Gift and Result 

Spirit Check:  The Jesus Test 
Read 1 John 4:1-6. 
1. John wrote about antichrists in chapter 2 as those who are false teachers.  What 

challenge does he give his friends and why?  See Acts 17:11. 
 
 
 
2. Verse 2 tells us that Spirits from God acknowledge “that Jesus Christ has come in 

the flesh.”   How would you explain this verse to someone else? 
 
 
 
3. Verse 3 tells us that a spirit “that does not acknowledge Jesus” is not from God.  

How would you interpret that verse?  Can you give examples today of false spirits? 
 
 
 
4. How does John encourage his “dear children”?  How does he encourage you? 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
God’s Love:  The Jesus Gift 
Read 1 John 4:7-16a. 
5. How did God show His love to the recipients of John’s letter and to us? 
 
 
 
 
6. John states “God is love” two times in chapter 4.  What does this simple, yet 

profound statement mean?  See verses below or any other verses that might help 
with your answer. 

a. God loves the Son:   
i. Isaiah 42:1 
ii. Matthew 12:18 
iii.  Matthew 3:17 
iv.  Matthew 17:5 
v. John 5:20 
vi. John 10:17 
vii. John 15:9-10 
viii. John 17:23-26. 

b. God’s love for sinners:   
i. John 3:16 
ii. Romans 5:8 
iii. Titus 3:3-4 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 4 
The Jesus Test, Gift and Result 

c. God’s love for believers:   
i. Ephesians 1:4 
ii. 1 Thessalonians 1:4 
iii. Romans 1:7 
iv. 2 Thessalonians 2:13 
v. 2 Thessalonians 2:16 
vi. Ephesians 2:4-5 
vii. Romans 5:5 
viii. Hebrews 12:5-7 
ix. Jude 21 

7. As a believer, you have all of God’s love and can rely on it.  Does God have all of 
your love? 

 
 
 

 
Lesson:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Our Love:  The Jesus Result 
Read 1 John 4:15-21. 
8. Once you acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God, what is the result for you? 
 
 
 
9. Are you afraid of judgment?  Why or why not.  See 2 Corinthians 5:1-10, Revelation 

20:11-15 and John 3:16-18. 
 
 
 
10. Is there someone that you have failed to love this week?  If so, what will you do 

about that? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  How will trust Jesus so that God’s love for you will shine through to 
others? 
 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 5 
Faith, Testimony, Prayer and Final Truths 

Tests of Faith 
Read 1 John 5:1-5 and John 3:3. 
1. Explain the four doctrinal tests of faith for those who are born again of God.  How is 

your faith encouraged by these tests?   
a. Jesus Divine Birth and Son of God 

 
 

b. Love for God 
 
 

c. Love for others 
 

 
d. Obedience to God’s commands which are not burdensome 

 
2. What does it mean to overcome the world?  Have you overcome the world?  Why or 

why not? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
God’s Testimony:  Water, Blood and Spirit  
Read 1 John 5:6-12. 
3. How would believers in John’s day understand what things are God’s testimony?  

How do you understand what things are God’s testimony? 
 
 
 
4. Bible scholars do not fully agree on what John means by water, blood and Spirit.  

What do you think he means? 
 
 
 
5. Why is it important to believe in Jesus as the Son of God, according to John?  
 
 
 
Lesson:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
Confidence in Prayer 
Read 1 John 5:13-17, Matthew 7:7 and Luke 22:42. 
6. Why is John writing to believers? 
 
 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 5 
Faith, Testimony, Prayer and Final Truths 

 
7. How did Jesus’ death on the cross change the way that people approach God?  See 

Matthew 27:50-51. 
 
 
 
8. Why and how are you confident in approaching God? 
 
 
 
9. What is the sin that leads to death? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
Spiritual Truths 
Read 1 John 5:18-21. 
10. Explain the Spiritual truths that concludes John’s letter. 

a. “Anyone born of God does not continue to sin.”  See 1 John 1:8-9 and 
Jerimiah 31:34. 

 
 

b. “..the one who was born of God keeps him safe and that the evil one cannot 
harm him.”  See John 10:28-29. 

 
c.  “We are children of God and that the whole world is under control of the evil 

one.”  See John 3:16-18. 
 

 
d.  “Son of God has come and has given us understanding.”  See John 17:20-

26. 
 
 
11. Why does John end his letter with, “Dear Children keep yourselves from idols?”  
 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Challenge:  How will you share the truth about Jesus this week? 
 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 6 
Personal Letters 

Note:  2 John and 3 John were most likely written between 85 and 95 AD.  Both letters 
are personal and have a similar style to 1 John.  In these early days the gospel was 
taken from place to place by travelling preachers and teachers.  Believers took them 
into their homes and gave them provision.  False teachers did the same thing. 
 
The Chosen Lady 
Read 2 John. 
1. Who is the elder and who is the chosen lady? 
 
 
 
2. How would you describe John’s greeting? 
 
 
 
3. What familiar thought does John state to the lady?  See 1 John 2:7, 2:18, 4:3, 3:11, 

and 4:7. 
 
 
 
4. What encouragement and warning does John give? 
 
 
 
5. How does this letter teach, encourage or help you? 
 
 
 
6. How does John close this letter and what do you learn from it? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
  



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 6 
Personal Letters 

Dear Friend Gaius 
Read 3 John. 
7. What can you learn about Gaius from John’s letter to him? 
 
 
 
8. What do you learn about Diotrephes? 
 
 
 
9. What do you learn about Demetrius? 
 
 
 
 
10. In what ways can Gaius encourage you? 
 
 
 
11. It appears that there was trouble in the early church just as there is today.  What 

caution could church leaders learn from Diotrephes?  See 1 Corinthians 12:12. 
 
 
 
12. How does John close this letter? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  How will you take a loving and personal interest in other believers 
this week? 
 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 7 
Last Revelation of Jesus 

Note:  Revelation was given to John from an angel sent by Jesus Christ and written 
about 95AD during a time of Christian persecution. The audience is the 7 churches of 
Asia Minor and certainly applies to believers today. 
 
Jesus is Revealed 
Read Revelation 1:1-5a. 
1. Describe Revelation’s 

a. Purpose 
 

b. Method of delivery 
 

c. Authentication 
 

d. Encouragement 
 

e. Greeting 
 

f. Recipients 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus is Alpha and Omega 
Read Revelation 1:5b-8. 
2. Why does John give Jesus glory and power forever and ever? 
 
 
3. What do you learn from verse 7?  See Matthew 24:30-31, Isaiah 53:5 and Zechariah 

12:10. 
 
 
4. How does Jesus describe Himself in verse 8?  See Revelation 22:13 and John 1:1-

2. 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus is Judge 
Read Revelation 1:9-20.  
5. Where was John and why was he there? 
 
6. What was John doing when he heard the voice like a trumpet?  What do you learn 

from that? 
 

 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 7 
Last Revelation of Jesus 

7. Some believe that it is virtually impossible to fully describe Jesus.  However, John, 
who saw Jesus at His transfiguration, now describes Him for us.  Notice that verse 
20 explains the seven stars and seven lampstands.  What is the meaning of 

a. “Son of Man” among the lampstands 
 

b.  “Robe reaching down to His feet” 
 
c.  “Golden sash around His chest” 

 
d.  “Head and hair white like wool, white as snow” 

 
e.  “Eyes were like blazing fire” 
 
f.  “Feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace” 
 
g. “Voice was like the sound of rushing waters” 
 
h. “In his right hand He held seven stars” 
 
i.  “Out of His mouth came a sharp double edged sword” 
 
j. “His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance” 
 

8. What was John’s reaction to Jesus?  What is your reaction to Jesus? 
 
 
9. What is Jesus’ response to John?  How does that make you feel? 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus is Coming 
Read Revelation 22:12-16. 
10. This is only one of many verses that talk about Jesus’ second coming.  What does 

Jesus promise when He returns?  See 2 Corinthians 5:10 and Revelation 20:11-15. 
 
11. How does Jesus describe Himself? 

 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  How has this study caused you to have a higher view of Jesus as 
your Lord? 
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