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John 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him, shall not 

perish but have eternal life.” 

Lesson Plan 

 

Lesson Title Verses 
Prologue 

1 Introduction and Prologue John 1:1-18 
Public Ministry 

2 Initial Revelations John 1:19-51 
3 First Signs John 2:1-25 
4 Truth About Jesus John 3:1-36 
5 Jesus in Samaria and Galilee John 4:1-54 
6 Jesus Heals, Judges and Has Testifiers John 5:1-47 
7 Bread of Life John 6:1-71 
8 Feast of Tabernacles Conflict-Part 1 John 7:1-53 
9 Feast of Tabernacles Conflict-Part 2 John 8:1-59 

10 Jesus Creates Sight John 9:1-41 
11 Good Shepherd John 10:1-42 
12 Raising Lazarus John 11:1-57 

Jerusalem Arrival and Last Night 
13 Arrival in Jerusalem John 12:1-50 
14 Last Night:  Last Supper John 13:1-38 
15 Last Night:  Comforting His Disciples John 14:1-31 
16 Last Night:  True Vine John 15:1-17 
17 Last Night:  Holy Spirit’s Work John 15:18-16:16 
18 Last Night:  Disciples’ Grief to Joy John 16:17-33 
19 Last Night:  Jesus’ Priestly Prayer John 17:1-26 

After the Last Night 
20 Arrest and Trials John 18:1-40 
21 Sentence and Crucifixion John 19:1:27 
22 Death and Burial John 19:28-42 
23 Resurrection Proofs John 20:1-30 
24 Final Instructions John 21:1-25 
25 Keep Watch  John 21:22-23 and 

Matthew 24:42-25:46 
 



The Gospel of John was written perhaps thirty years after Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
wrote and circulated their unique accounts of the life of Jesus Christ. John's Gospel also 
has a unique purpose: to present Jesus of Nazareth as God the Son, the second 
Person of the Trinity.  John, inspired by the Holy Spirit, helps us understand how Jesus 
could be both fully God and fully man, and how the one true God is present in three 
distinct Persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
A major theme is the love of God poured out through His Son, and becoming a spring of 
love in His believers which overflows to others.  A key verse is John 3:16, which tells us 
that “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son” to die on a cross for 
sinners, so that “whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”   
 
Our study will be verse by verse, covering:  Jesus’ Public Ministry (Chapters 1-11), 
Jesus’ Final Week concluding with His resurrection (Chapters 12-21). 
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perish but have eternal life.” 

Lesson 1 
Introduction and John’s Prologue 

Author 
The author is the apostle John, “the disciple whom Jesus loved” as stated in John 13:23 
during the last supper.  In John 19:26, he is with Jesus’ mother during the crucifixion 
and in John 20:2, he observed the empty tomb with Peter.  In John 21:20, Peter talks 
about “the disciple that Jesus loved” who is obviously John and who then states in verse 
24, “This is the disciple who testifies to these things and wrote them down.”  
Furthermore, the author does not specifically identify himself as John, but it is clear that 
he had detailed information about the holy land and has details of events that only an 
eyewitness could know.  For example, in John 12:3 the house was filled with fragrance 
when the perfume jar was broken.  Early writers such as Irenaeus and Tertullian 
acknowledge that John wrote this gospel. 
 
However, some modern writers challenge the tradition that John, son of Zebedee, was 
the author.  They believe that John as well as Peter, were “unschooled, ordinary men” 
according to Acts 4:13. Therefore, John could not have written such a scholarly book.  
Perhaps, these modern writers should consider that John was extremely well schooled 
for 3 years by the creator of the universe, Jesus Himself.  John also received the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost along with the other disciples.  John 16:13 states “But when he, the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth.”  Therefore, logic dictates that John, 
son of Zebedee and disciple of Jesus is the author. 
 
John also wrote 1 John, 2 John and 3 John and was privileged to write Revelation, the 
last Words of God given to the Church.  John was exiled to the island of Patmos, a 
Roman prison colony during a time of Christian persecution (Revelation 1:9) and lived to 
an old age as Jesus implied in John: 21:22-23. 
 
Date 
The traditional date of writing is between 85 AD or later.  Again, some moderns opt for 
an earlier date prior to 70 AD. 
 
Purpose 
John’s purpose for writing is clearly stated in John 20:31, “But these are written that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in His name.” 
 
Theme 
John’s theme is the person and deity of Jesus and His purpose (John 3:16).  In chapter 
1 he refers to Jesus as “the Word” (v. 1-3), “the light” (v. 4-13), “the Son of God” (v. 15-
28, 49), “the Lamb of God” (v. 29-34), “the Messiah” (v. 35-42), “King of Israel” (v.49), 
and finally, “Son of Man” (v. 50-51).  While there may not be as much action and story 
line in John compared to the synoptic gospels Matthew, Mark, and Luke; the reader of 
John will have a deeper understanding of the personhood and divine nature of Jesus.  
The prologue (John 1:1-18) is more than a preface and tells the magnificent truth about 
Jesus who is fully God and fully man.  
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This time we will look at John’s Prologue in four sections:  The Word, The Witness, 
The Response, and The Revelation. 
 
The Word 
Read John 1:1-4 and Genesis 1:1-5, 26. 
Note:  The Greek word “logos” is translated as “word” in English.  Five hundred years 
before Christ came into the world, the Greek philosopher Heraclitus used the word 
“word” to describe what he envisioned as a universal force of reason which governed 
the universe.  
1. What does John mean by the word “Word”? 

 In Greek, the first cause behind the universe 
 To Jews, it meant Genesis 1:1 
 Jesus Christ who is God’s Word 
 Jesus is the last Word and last revelation of God 

2. Describe the meaning of each phrase below: 
a. “In the beginning was the Word” 

 Past tense is used and implies Christ’s continuous existence 
 Jesus was before time existed 
 Alpha and Omega from Revelation 1:8 
 Always existed, never had a start? 

b. “the Word was with God” 
 Jesus and God were together 
 Communion of two distinct personalities 

c. “Word was God” 
 Jesus and God are the same 
 They have the same attributes and the same nature 
 JESUS IS GOD.  If that is not true then our faith is in vain. 

d. “He was with God in the beginning” 
 He was always there as a co-agent before world was created 
 Always existed and never had a start 

e. “Through Him all things were made; nothing was made that has been made.” 
 By means of Him all things were made 
 Jesus is the creator 
 All creation rotates around Jesus 
 Notice that all things WERE made and CREATION IS COMPLETE.  It is 

not evolving as people teach today. 
 Notice that Genesis 1:26 uses US when He makes man in His image. Two 

persons of trinity. 
f. “In Him was life and that life was the light of men.” 

 Jesus/God created life in us  
 That is the light for humans 
 Jesus created man in His own image, Genesis 1:26 
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 Jesus created man with a desire to know Him due to His creation 
(Romans 1:18-20) 

 Jesus created us with eternal life, we are all eternal beings 
 Jesus shines in the darkness bringing truth to the world 

3. How are you responding to the One who created you? 
 Are you free to make your own decisions? 
 Are you dependent and answerable to your creator? 
 Will you make knowing your creator a priority? 

 
Lesson:  Jesus is fully God and fully human.  Every person owes its life to God 
including you and me. 
 
The Witness 
Read John 1:5-9. 
4. Explain the light shining in the darkness in verse 5. 

 Jesus is the light 
 Jesus is understanding 
 The light is good as Jesus is good and opposite of darkness 
 Darkness has not understood the light and does not welcome the light 
 Jesus the light is His own witness and self-existent 

5. Who was John? 
 Another witness that gives truth to what he saw 
 John the Baptist who Baptized Jesus (Matthew 3) and not John the Apostle 
 John was sent by God to testify to Jesus so that men would believe Jesus (6-7) 
 John was not the light but testified to the light (8) 
 John testifies to the truth that Jesus is coming as a man into the world 

6. How have your responded to the light?  How are you a witness to the light? 
 Personal 

 
Lesson:  God appointed John the Baptist as a witness to the true light. 
 
The Response 
Read John 1:10-13. 
7. Who is the world and how did they respond to Jesus? 

 The world are created humans 
 Even though Jesus the creator came into the world they didn’t recognize Him 
 He came to the Jews of the day, His chosen people, but they did not receive Him 

(11) 
 However, some Jews did believe = Apostles and others we read about in Acts 2 

8. How were some given “the right to become children of God?” 
 They received Him and they believed in His name = Lord Saves 
 They recognized Him and believed that he was who He claimed to be 
 They were born of God = born again in Chapter 3 
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 Not because they were born a Jew or into a Christian family, but because they 
were born of God who did the work 

Lesson:  Becoming a child of God is God’s work, not our own.  It is always a 
miracle. 
 
The Revelation 
Read John 1:14-18. 
9. What amazing event happened? 

 The Word became flesh:  Jesus came to earth to dwell with us 
 Jesus left the heavenly realms to be a man:  both fully human and fully divine 
 John the writer say Him and His Glory = he was there at the transfiguration 
 Jesus came from the Father with the fullness of Grace and Truth 
 John the Baptist testifies that He who comes after me has surpassed me 

because He is before me.  Jesus always existed. 
10. Now the writer John gives his own witness or testimony.  Explain John’s testimony. 

 Because of God’s grace, he (we) received one blessing after another 
 Law given by Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus 
 God the One and Only, who is at the Fathers side, has made Him (the Father) 

known 
o That is pretty inexplainable 
o But the only one that can explain God is the One who is fully God and 

Fully man 
11. How has God been revealed to you?  What have you done with that revelation? 

 Personal 
Lesson:  Jesus Christ has made the Father known because He is both fully God 
and fully man. 
 
Challenge:  How will you worship Jesus as Lord this week? 
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In the last lesson we studied John’s Prologue in four sections:  The Word, The 
Witness, The Response, and The Revelation.  In this lesson we see the Initial 
Revelations of the Messiah.  Over four days we will see The Messenger, The 
Message, and then The Messiah. 
 
The Messenger 
Read John 1:19-28, Isaiah 40:1-3 and Malachi 4:5-6. 
Day 1 
1. What did the priests and Levites from Jerusalem initially ask John and why? 

 What 
o Are you the Christ:  NO, they looked forward to the Messiah 
o Are you Elijah:  NO, Malachi 4:5  

 “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and 
dreadful day of the Lord comes.” 

o Are you a prophet: NO 
 Why 

o To them, John was not an authorized teacher of the law 
o It was their right to figure out who he was 
o Also, there had been no prophet speaking the word of God since Malachi 

4. 
o Now this strange guy appears on the scene looking like Elijah. 

2. Who did John say that he was and who he was not? 
 Was 

 Voice of one calling in the desert; make straight the paths for the Lord (22-23)  
Isaiah 40:1-3 

 He answered them directly. 
 Was not 

o No Elijah 
o Not a prophet 

3. What was John’s response to their question about why he was baptizing?  See 
Mathew 17:12. 
 They asked, why he baptized; baptize with water; but among you is one you don’t 

know  
 Who comes after me; thongs of sandals not worthy to untie (24-27) 
 Basically, he is announcing the coming of Jesus (Matthew 17:12) 
 There is one standing among you that you don’t know; no worth to untie his 

sandles 
 All happened at Bethany on other side of Jordan (other Bethany); Mary Martha 

lived in Bethany by mount of olives. (28) 
 Later Jesus said that John actually fulfilled the role of Elijah in Matthew. 

Lesson:  God promised a messenger ahead of the Messiah.  An effective witness 
for Christ knows who he is and who he isn’t. 
 
The Message 
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Read John 1:29-34 and Matthew 3:13-17. 
Day 2 
4. The next day, John saw Jesus coming and says, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes 

away sins of world.”  What is the significance of John’s statement?  See Genesis 
22:7, Exodus 12, Isaiah 53:7 and Revelation 5:12. 
 Jesus is the sacrificial lamb that is foreshadowed by the old testament sacrifice 

system in Exodus Passover and Leviticus 
 Also foreshadowed when Abraham was to sacrifice his only son 
 Isaiah speaks about the sacrifice “lamb to the slaughter”. 
 Revelation 5:12 says “worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
 All of this points to taking away sins 
 John says that Jesus will surpass him because He was before John 

o John states that Jesus pre-existed him 
o John says that his job is to reveal the Lamb of God to Israel 
o John’s job was to baptize so that Jesus might be revealed to Israel 

5. What was John’s testimony? 
 John testified; spirit came down like a dove and remained on Him;  
 One who sent me to baptize is he who spirit comes down and remains on Him 

(32-33) 
 John:  I have seen and testify that this is the Son of God (34) 
 The man who you see the spirit come down and remain on him is the one who 

will baptize with the Holy Spirit.  Good vision of trinity when you read Matthew 3. 
 John says that Jesus is the Son of God = Messiah, Christ 

6. How can you be like John the Baptist to an unbeliever this week? 
 Know who Jesus is 
 Know what Jesus has done for mankind 

 
Lesson:  Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, takes away the sins of the world.  An 
effective witness for Christ knows who Christ is and what He has done. 
 
The Messiah 
Read John 1:35-51 and Matthew 4:18-22. 
Day 3 
7. Andrew is specifically named as one of John the Baptist’s disciples in verse 40.  

Commentaries agree that the other disciple was most likely John himself even 
though he is not actually named.  How do you square Andrew and John’s calling 
with Matthew 4:18-22 and what is interesting about John’s account? 
 Square accounts 

o Matthew never says that was the first time that Peter met Jesus 
o Obviously, Peter had met Jesus prior the Matthew version 
o Notice that Andrew and John met Jesus on DAY 3, then Andrew 

introduces Peter to Jesus on Day 4.  All this happened in Bethany beyond 
the Jordan 
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o Apparently, Jesus called Peter and Andrew after that in Galilee while they 
were fishing 

o These are two different events. 
 Interesting 

o Jesus asks them what they want.  That is interesting 
o They were John’s disciples and wanted to know the Lamb of God 
o They basically ended up leaving John for Jesus 
o They stayed with him virtually all day talking with Him 
o They sought out Jesus 
o Andrew calls Jesus, Messiah.  He found the Messiah and brings Peter to 

Jeus 
8. In the gospels, Peter overshadows his brother Andrew with his action and 

impulsiveness.  What impresses you about Andrew and how can you be like him?  
See John 6:8-9 and John 12:22. 
 Andrew excited about finding the Messiah 
 Andrew went to tell his brother Peter 
 Andrew is always bringing people to Jesus even though he didn’t walk on water, 

deny Christ, called the rock, states that Jesus is the Christ like Peter did 
 You may not have written a gospel, walked on water converted 3,000 Jews to 

Jesus like Peter, but are you eager to bring people to Christ like Andrew. 
 Know who Jesus is and bring others to Him. 

Day 4 
Note:  It was not uncommon for people to have two names or have their name changed.  
For example, Simon’s name was changed to Peter upon following Jesus.  Nathanael’s 
name was most likely changed to Bartholomew. Matthew 10:3 shows Philip and 
Bartholomew coupled together. 
9. What does Philip do when found by Jesus? 

 He follows Jesus, I guess to Galilee 
 Goes to Nathanael and says 

o Found the one Moses talked about in the Law 
o Found the one the prophets talked about  
o Points to Jesus being prophesied in OT 
o Philip witnesses to Nathanael, Come and See.  Doesn’t argue with him 
o Calls Him Jesus of Nazareth, Son of Joseph 

 Does not deny the virgin birth of Jesus 
 Nazareth is considered low class town 
 Nothing good comes from Nazareth 

10. After Nathanael responded negatively to Philp’s invitation, how did Jesus respond to 
Nathanael and what was Nathanael’s response? 
 Here is a true Israelite in whom there is nothing false 

o John 2:24-25:  Jesus knows all men and what is in their heart 
o Does not need men to testify about him  (All-knowing) 
o Jacob was named Israel, but Jacob was a deceiver, apparently Nathanael 

was not a deceiver 
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 I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you 
o Fig tree was a place of shade and favorite place for study 
o Perhaps Nathanael was studying under the fig tree 

11. What amazing statement does Jesus make to Nathanael?  What is its significance?  
See Genesis 28:12-13. 
 You believe because Jesus said I saw you under the fig tree.  You shall see 

greater things than that 
o Would refer to Jesus miracles, death, crucifixion, and resurrection 

 You shall see heaven open and angels of God ascending and descending on the 
Son of Man.  Like Jacob’s ladder. 

o Jesus refers to Himself as the Son of Man = God Man.  This is early in His 
ministry 

o Similar to Jacob’s dream = Jacob’s ladder Angels ascending and 
descending from the LORD.  Lord stood at the top. 

o More evidence that Jesus is God 
12. What titles for Jesus to you see in this section? 

 The Lord (v. 23) 
 The Lamb of God (v. 29) 
 The Son of God (v. 34) 
 Rabbi (Master) (v. 38) 
 The Messiah (v. 41) 
 Jesus of Nazareth (v. 45) 
 King of Israel (v. 49) 
 The Son of Man (v. 51) 

 
Lesson:  Jesus, the Lamb of God, reveals His divinity as the Son of Man. An 
effective witness follows after Christ and simply invites others into His presence. 
 
Challenge:  How will you testify for Jesus this week?  
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In the last lesson we studied John’s Prologue in four sections:  The Word, The 
Witness, The Response, and The Revelation.  In this lesson we see the Initial 
Revelations of the Messiah.  Over four days we will see The Messenger, The 
Message, and then The Messiah. 
 
The Messenger 
Read John 1:19-28, Isaiah 40:1-3 and Malachi 4:5-6. 
Day 1 
1. What did the priests and Levites from Jerusalem initially ask John and why? 
 
 
 
2. Who did John say that he was and who he was not? 
 
 
 
 
3. What was John’s response to their question about why he was baptizing?  See 

Mathew 17:12. 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
The Message 
Read John 1:29-34 and Matthew 3:13-17. 
Day 2 
4. The next day, John saw Jesus coming and says, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes 

away sins of world.”  What is the significance of John’s statement?  See Genesis 
22:7, Exodus 12, Isaiah 53:7 and Revelation 5:12. 

 
 
 
 
5. What was John’s testimony? 
 
 
 
 
6. How can you be like John the Baptist to an unbeliever this week? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
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The Messiah 
Read John 1:35-51 and Matthew 4:18-22. 
Day 3 
7. Andrew is specifically named as one of John the Baptist’s disciples in verse 40.  

Commentaries agree that the other disciple was most likely John himself even 
though he is not actually named.  How do you square Andrew and John’s calling 
with Matthew 4:18-22 and what is interesting about John’s account? 

 
 
 
 
8. In the gospels, Peter overshadows his brother Andrew with his action and 

impulsiveness.  What impresses you about Andrew and how can you be like him?  
See John 6:8-9 and John 12:22. 

 
 
Day 4 
Note:  It was not uncommon for people to have two names or have their name changed.  
For example, Simon’s name was changed to Peter upon following Jesus.  Nathanael’s 
name was most likely changed to Bartholomew. Matthew 10:3 shows Philip and 
Bartholomew coupled together. 
9. What does Philip do when found by Jesus? 
 

 
10. After Nathanael responded negatively to Philp’s invitation, how did Jesus respond to 

Nathanael and what was Nathanael’s response? 
 
 
 
 
11. What amazing statement does Jesus make to Nathanael?  What is its significance?  

See Genesis 28:12-13. 
 
 
 
 
12. What titles for Jesus to you see in this section? 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  How will you testify for Jesus this week? 



John 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him, shall not 

perish but have eternal life.” 

Lesson 3 
First Signs 

Last time we studied the Initial Revelations of the Messiah over four days.  We saw 
The Messenger, The Message, and then The Messiah.  Now we will see two events 
which are First Signs of Jesus’ Divinity.  We will look at those in two sections:  Joy at a 
Wedding and Judgment at the Temple. 
 
Joy at a Wedding 
Read John 2:1-11 
1. What role do you think, Mary has in the wedding? 

 Position of authority of some kind, she was at wedding and Jesus and disciples 
were invited 

 She was concerned about the wine 
 Told servants to listen to Jesus, so she knew the people at the household 
 May have been a relative of the people giving the wedding 
 Bible isn’t really clear what her role is 
 In that day, not having enough food for a week long wedding celebration would 

have been embarrassing for the persons giving the wedding. 
2. Mary tells Jesus that the wine is gone.  You may think that Jesus’ answer to his 

mother Mary may have been harsh.  Explain each statement below. 
a. “Dear women”  (see John 19:26) 

 She was his mother 
 This was term of endearment of the day 
 One commentary said it was a courteous title 
 Used these words on the cross as a tender statement to His mother and 

He was dying on the cross 
b. “Why do you involve me?” 

 Some would say that this is a flippant comment, but it actually was a 
courteous expression of the day 

 But in the language of the day it means, don’t worry, leave this to me 
 This would be a change where an obedient son now takes over as Lord 

for her 
 Mary must have known that Jesus could do this as she had seen Him 

grow up.  You would think that she knew He was special, especially after a 
virgin birth. 

c. “My time has not yet come.”  See John 7:1-9, Zechariah 9:9 and John 12:23-
27. 
 Jesus had a plan of His revelation and it was not yet 
 Challenged the disciples in John 7:1-9 that His time had not yet come, 

even after He had done lots of miracles 
 He needed to have the triumphal entry into Jerusalem as predicted in 

Zechariah 9:9 and then documented in Matthew 21 
 Other prophecies needed to be fulfilled prior to His full revelation 
 But this miracle was small revelation to only a few 



John 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him, shall not 

perish but have eternal life.” 

Lesson 3 
First Signs 

3. In your opinion, what is Mary’s view of Jesus before and after the miracle?  See 
Luke 1:26-36. 
 Before 

o Mary must have known that Jesus could do this as she had seen Him 
grow up.  You would think that she knew He was special, especially after a 
virgin birth. 

o She says do whatever He tells you.  She really trusted in Him 
 After 

o Saw this first miracle and now Jesus was Lord over her 
o She would have expected that 

4. How did the people below view Jesus after the miracle? 
a. Servants 

 They knew what had happened 
 Must have been awesome for them to see 
 I wonder what they thought about Jesus 
 They were obedient to His instructions 

o What was it like to carry the water jars to the banquet master? 
o When did they know that the water turned to wine?  Before the 

banquet master drew out the water or after? 
b. Master of the banquet 

 Unaware of what Jesus did 
 He was only amazed at the fact that the best wine was brought out last 
 Interesting that Jesus would produce the best wine, not the cheap wine 
 Also, Jesus gave full quantity in that they filled the jars to the brim.   
 Jesus does the best and most for us even if we may not realize it. 

c. Disciples 
 Jesus revealed His glory 
 Disciples put their faith in Him 
 Must have been an encouragement to them as well as Mary as they 

began their 3 year travels with Jesus 
5. In Hebrew culture the use wine symbolized joy.  What is the spiritual significance of 

using the ceremonial washing jars for turning water into the “joy” of wine?  See Luke 
5:37-39. 
 The old legalistic view of things is going to be gone 
 The joy of the new gospel is coming with Jesus 
 Matthew 5:17, Jesus came to fulfill the law with joy and forgiveness 
 New covenant and new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 Jesus is creator of all things (John 1) 
 Born again which we will read next week about Nicodemus. 

TRANSFORMATION. 
6. How should Christians today view the drinking of wine or alcohol?  See Joel 1:5, 1 

Corinthians 6:9-10, and Ephesians 5:18. 
 Drinking wine is not necessarily a sin 
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 Drunkeness is a sin  
 Our society might drink too much today and there is more alcohol content today 

than back in Jesus’ day, commentaries say 
 
Lesson:  Jesus came with authority to create a new covenant to change us.  
Those who bring their circumstances to Jesus and trust Him will see His glory 
and experience His joy. 
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Judgment at the Temple 
Read John 2:12-25, Malachi 3:1-4, and Matthew 21:1-17. 
7. This event was prophesied 400 years earlier in Malachi.  Contrast John’s temple 

cleansing reported at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry with that of Matthew’s reported 
at the end of His ministry.  What conclusion do you draw about these reports? 

John Matthew 
Timing is early in Jesus’ ministry after 
wedding in Cana (12) 

Timing is after triumphal entry (1) 

Men selling cattle, sheep, doves, others 
sitting and tables exchanging money; 
made a whip out of cords, drove all from 
temple area including animals; scattered 
coins and overturned tables (13-15) 

Drove out all buying and selling, 
overturned tables of money changers and 
benches of those selling doves (12) 

To those selling dove, Get out of here; 
how dare you turn my Father’s house into 
a market (16)  Disciples remembered later 
that Zeal for your house will consume me 
(17) 

My house is house of pray, you are 
making it a den of robbers (13)  These are 
much stronger words than used in John 

Many saw signs and believed but Jesus 
did not entrust Himself to them; He knew 
what was in a man (23-25) 

Blind came and were healed (14) 

Jews demanded a miraculous sign to 
prove His authority;  Destroy this temple 
and I will raise it again in three days; 
disciples remembered it after resurrection 
(19-22) 

Children shouting Hosanna to the Son of 
David.  Chief priests and teachers asked if 
He heard the children.  Jesus quotes 
scripture (15-16) 

 Left for Bethany to spend night (17) 
 Some say that there is a discrepancy in the Bible 
 But two different temple cleansings 
 Different details and timing 
 Conclusion 

o These are two different events at two different times 
 John doesn’t mention the children worshipping 
 It is very likely that men would begin selling animals and 

exchanging money again after Jesus left. 
 No mention of Jews trying to kill Jesus. 
 Jesus cleansed the temple at the start of his ministry and then 

again at the close of His ministry.  One He cleansed it at the end, 
He continued to cleanse the temple through His work on the cross 
and then sitting at the right hand of God. 

8. What was the reaction of the disciples to the temple cleansing?  See Psalm 69:9. 
 Remembered Psalm 69:9 
 After Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples understood about “destroy the temple and 

I will raise it up again in 3 days.” 
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 Disciples believed the scriptures. 
 Do you believe the scriptures? 

9. What was the reaction of the Jews to the temple cleansing? 
 Jews wanted a sign, which was unbelief 
 Show us your divine credentials to do this. 
 They did not believe the facts put before them, even though they could have 

seen evidence of Jesus from scripture. 
10. What was Jesus’ response to the Jews and why is that response significant? 

 Destroy this temple and I will raise it up in three days. 
 This really predicted His own death and resurrection 
 The physical temple though would be transformed through Jesus. 

o Curtain Torn in two from top to bottom at Jesus’ death 
o Temple actually destroyed in 70 AD 
o Now Jesus is a new temple dwelling in hearts of men who believe in Jesus 

as Lord.  They have the Holy Spirit. 
11. Many people saw Jesus’ miraculous signs and “believed in His name.”  “But Jesus 

did not entrust himself to them.”  Explain how verses 23-25 agree or disagree with 
Romans 10:9.   
 Many believed in Jesus, but He did not believe in Him because He knew their 

heart. 
o Those people were not truly saved = “unsaved believers” if there could 

be such a thing. 
o Many believers after witnessing the feeding of 5000, left Jesus after He 

teaches about the bread of life (He is the living bread).  John 6:53-60 
 You must believe in your heart that Jesus is Lord.   
 Simply seeing a miracle does not mean you believe in your heart. 

o Some people just want what Jesus can do for them 
o But they don’t make Him Lord of their life 
o Jesus knows your heart 

12. How has the transforming power of Jesus changed your daily life to joy (wine) and 
cleansed your body as a temple for His Holy Spirit? 
 Joy of truth of scripture and knowing Jesus cares for you. 
 Joy that He has cleansed you with His righteousness by dying on cross for you 
 Your body is a dwelling place for Holy Spirit, don’t grieve the Holy Spirit 
 You are born again.  See that in Nicodemus next week 

 
Lesson:  Jesus has the authority to change and cleanse a person’s heart. 
 
Challenge:  Are you changed?  If so, how will others see your change this week? 
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Lesson 4 
Truth About Jesus 

Previously, we studied two events which are First Signs of Jesus’ Divinity.  We looked 
at Joy at a Wedding and Judgment at the Temple. Now we will see the Truth About 
Jesus in four sections:  Born Again, Jesus Saves, Jesus’ Lordship, and finally, 
Eternal Life. 
 
Born Again 
Read John 3:1-15. 
1. What do you know about Nicodemus?  See John 7:50-51 and 19:39. 

 Pharisee = strict sect of Jews and part of ruling council (Sanhedrin) 
 Argued for Jesus against the council 
 Probably rich John 19:39 brought 75 pounds of Myrrh and aloe to burial 
 Was certainly a seeker who had a small faith because he had seen the miracles 
 Came to Jesus at night, in secret so was not a committed believer 
 Showed courtesy to Jesus by calling Jesus Rabbi and He has come from God 
 He was really asking if Jesus is the Messiah 
 But Nicodemus did not have the Holy Spirit for true understanding 

2. For all of his training and seeking, Nicodemus is not close to seeing the Kingdom of 
God until he is “born again.”  What does Jesus mean by born again?   
 When Jesus says “I tell you the truth” it is a new teaching that is important 
 Greek word Anothen means “again” all three of the meanings below 

o From the beginning completely 
o For the second time 
o From above or from God 

 Jesus says N. should not be surprised by hearing this, but N is surprised. 
 Needs to be born of water and spirit (5) 

o Water could refer to physical birth and then born spiritually 
o Baptism first, then the spirit, but baptism doesn’t save, it is just an 

outward sign of an inward belief in God 
o Water means the word of God and turning from sin 
o Water is metaphorically referring to Word of God 
o Born of water and spirit when a person hears word of God (Jesus spoke 

to Nicodemus) (for us through the Bible) and the work of the Holy Spirit 
 New birth is not of the flesh (6) 

o Refers to fallen humanity 
o Sin 

 New birth is of the Holy Spirit (6-7) 
o When we receive Christ in our heart we receive Holy Spirit (1 John 5:1) (1 

Peter 1:23) 
o New emotions, new attitudes 
o We belong to God 
o Holy Spirit indwells us 

 New birth is supernatural mystery (8) 
o N. did not understand this mystery 
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o I can’t fully explain it either, but I sense the HS in my life as all believers 
do 

3. In verse 9, Nicodemus does not understand what Jesus means by “born again.”  
How does Jesus respond in verses 10-15?  See Numbers 21:8-9 
 Rebukes N. for not understanding as Israel’s teacher.  He should know 

o Jesus says He tells the truth and testifies to what He has seen, but “you” 
(Jews” do not accept our testimony.  Probably referring to John and Jesus 
as well as Father, Himself and HS (not sure about that) 

o N. is blind to Bible prophecy, but untrained disciples got it and said they 
found the Messiah 

o N. is blind to witness of Himself and JTB 
Jesus refers to Himself as coming from heaven asserting His divine authority who came 
from heaven = Son of Man 

 Jesus predicts His death on the cross and refers to Numbers 21:8-9. 
o Numbers foreshadows Jesus’ death on cross for sin 
o The bronze snake gave life in the desert to Jews 
o Jesus gives life to sinners today 

4. Have you been born again?  If so, how do you know?  See John 16:5-11. 
 Indwelt with the HS that convicts me of sin. 
 Also, knowing that God has done it for you (vs. 21) 

 
Lesson:  You must be born again to have eternal life. 
 
Jesus Saves 
Read John 3:16-21. 
5. John 3:16 is an often-quoted verse.  What does each of the phrases below mean to 

you? 
a. “God so loved the world” 

 God loved us before we loved Him agape 
 He loved us more than we can love Him 
 He loves all people (His creation) 

b. “He gave His one and only Son” 
 He planned before time to send Jesus as save 
 He gave Jesus to the earth as His one and only son 

c. “whoever believes in him” 
 Anyone whether Jew or Gentile can believe in Him 
 Open to all and not exclusive 
 Doesn’t matter what your sin is 

d. “shall not perish” 
 Wages of sin is death, so death does not have it’s sting 
 Death is defeated due to sacrifice of Jesus for our sin 
 “To live is Christ and to die is gain” 

e. “have eternal life” 
 Will live with God, Jesus, and HS spirit forever in heaven 
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 Revelation 20-21 
6. What is Jesus’ purpose for coming to the world and how does that affect people in 

the world today? See John 3:17-18. 
 Came not to condemn the world 
 Came to save the world through Himself = death on the cross 
 People should believe in His name which means the Lord Saves. 
 If people don’t believe then they are condemned already 
 Are you condemned when you are born since you are born into sin? 

7. As recorded in the Bible over 2,000 years ago, Jesus has brought light and truth to 
the world.  How does our world respond today to this light and truth? 
 In the same way, we have not changed one bit.  Not getting better and no 

evolution 
 Men love darkness because their deeds are evil 
 If you do evil you have the light because your deeds will be exposed 
 But if you live by the truth, you come into the light of Jesus so you see what has 

been done by God 
 Man has a responsibility to believe in Jesus 

8. What is your response to the light and truth of Jesus? 
 Live by the truth of Jesus 
 Share the light  
 Don’t make up your own truth and light 
 Accept the truth. 

 
Lesson:  God sent Jesus to save people from sin and give them eternal life with 
Him. 
 
Jesus’ Lordship 
Read John 3:22-35. 
9. What did Jesus do after his meeting at night with Nicodemus?   

 Went out to countryside 
 Spent time with His disciples, probably taught them = fellowship 

o Good model for us to spend time together 
o Probably talked about Godly things 

 His disciples baptized people and not Jesus directly.  They did it in His name 
 We should be baptized as an outward sign.  Was the thief on the cross baptized? 

10. Jews came to John the Baptist arguing over ceremonial washing.  They said that 
people are going to Jesus rather than John. What was John’s response about Jesus 
in verses 27-30?  
 John has been appointed by God 
 John is only a man and sent ahead of Christ, but is not the Christ 
 John is a friend of the bridegroom and not the bridegroom 

o Imagery of bridegroom and bride = Jesus and church 
o Matthew 25 and Revelation 21 
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 John is joyful when he hears the bridegrooms voice 
 John’s joy is complete and done 
 John must become less and Jesus must become more 
 Has Jesus become more in your life, have you become less? 

11. How does John the Baptist contrast himself to Jesus in verses 31-34? 
 Jesus comes from above and is above all things, John is from earth and belongs 

to the earth and only speaks of the earthly things (31) 
 One from heaven (Jesus) is above all and He testifies to what He has seen in 

heaven, but no one believes it.  The ones who accept Jesus’ truth has certified 
that God is truthful. (32-33) 

 God has sent Jesus who speaks words of God who gives spirit without limit.  
John is not Him.  (34) 

 Father loves the Son and placed everything in His hands (35) 
 
Lesson:  Jesus is appointed by God as Lord and sovereign over all things. 
 
Eternal Life 
Read John 3:36. 
 
12. What paths to God do people have? Which one have you chosen? 

 Only two:  accept Jesus or not 
 No other path, like it or not 

 
Lesson:  Eternal life is given through Jesus Christ alone. 
 
Challenge:  How will you show the love of God to unbelievers this week? 
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Last time we saw the Truth About Jesus in four sections:  Born Again, Jesus Saves, 
Jesus’ Lordship, and finally, Eternal Life.  This time we will study how Jesus Seeks, 
and Jesus Saves, and about Jesus’ Power. 
 
Jesus Seeks  
Read John 4:1-30. 
Note:  Samaritans and Jews did not associate with each other due to religious 
differences (2 Kings 17:24-34).  The Jews thought that Samaritans were unclean and 
would avoid contact with them.  They even avoided walking through their country. 
1. Why did Jesus decide to leave Judea and go back to Galilee? 

 This was early in His ministry and was not yet ready to confront the Pharisees 
about His mission and ministry 

 God always does things in His timing and according to His plan 
 John 2:4, My time has not yet come 
 Matthew 4:12 
 Jesus was on Father’s timetable, a lot to do yet 

2. What does the Bible tell us about the Samaritan woman? 
 Untaught about the Bible 
 Married 5 times and living with a man not her husband 
 Perhaps was ostracized from the community, adulterer? 
 Knew about the Messiah and He would explain everything = untaught 
 Confused about where to worship. 

o Her fathers said to worship on the Samaritan mountain, but Jews have to 
worship in Jerusalem 

o Probably knew a little about Judaism and a little pagan 
 Knew about Jacob and his well (Jew) 
 Did not hide the fact that she had many husbands.  Recognized her sin when 

confronted by Jesus. 
3. What do you find interesting about Jesus initially asking the Samaritan women for a 

drink? 
 He reached out to her first, He sought her 
 He was a Jew and Jews don’t associate with Samaritans 
 She was a woman 
 God so loved the world 
 Jesus loves all people, Jew, Samaritan, Gentile, Pagan, man, woman, all sinners 
 Jesus calls to people.  Has he called to you? 
 Luke 19:10 

4. How does Jesus reveal Himself in verse 10?  Remember John 3:16. 
 If you knew the gift of God 

o Son of Man came to give eternal life (John 3:16) 
o God so loved the world 
o What is that gift? 

 If you knew who I am 
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o Luke 19:10 again 
o Son of Man 

 You would ask for living water 
o Spiritual water 
o Holy Spirit 
o Eternal life 

 He would have given eternal water 
o Ask, seek and knock 
o Respond to Jesus and He will give you eternal life 

5. Jesus states that drinking the water from Jacob’s well must be done continually.  
How does the gift of Jesus cause you not to be thirsty? 
 Jesus water is continuous, it always flows 
 Jesus is always with you (Holy Spirit) 
 That water continues throughout your life until your earthly body dies and you 

have eternal life with Jesus 
 It wells up to eternal life  (it is plentiful and continuous) 

6. What do you learn about Jesus from verses 6, 16-19? 
 Jesus was fully human and was fully God 

o He was thirsty and understood what it was like to be human 
o He was fully divine 

 Jesus knows people and their heart (John 2:25) 
 Jesus is all knowing 
 He knows your sins and is willing to forgive them when you confess 

7. What final revelations does Jesus make to the woman? 
 Time is coming 

o Won’t worship on this mountain or in Jerusalem 
o Samaritans worship what they don’t know 
o Jews worship what they do know 

 Time has come (with Jesus’s coming) 
o Worship Father in Spirit and truth 
o Father seeks those type of worshippers 
o Worshippers must worship in Spirit and Truth 
o Do you worship Jesus in Spirit and truth? 

 Jesus says He is the Messiah very plainly (26) 
o Notice how straight forward He is to her 
o Notice that He was not straight forward to Nicodemus 

8. Did the Samaritan woman become a Christian?  Give reasons for your answer. 
 Left her jar (28) 
 Proclaimed she found the Christ (29) 
 Brought others to Christ (30) 
 Probably the first evangelist according to John 
 

Lesson:  Jesus seeks sinners and offers them the GIFT of life 
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Jesus Saves 
Read John 4:31-42. 
9. How does Jesus teach His disciples? 

 Jesus’ food is to do the will of His father 
 Challenges them that He has real food that they don’t know anything about, yet 
 One sows and another reaps 
 Others have already done the hard work 
 You will reap the benefits of their labor 

10. How does Jesus encourage His disciples?  See Matthew 28:19-20. 
 Many Samaritans believed 
 Urged Him to stay and be taught 
 Many more believed because of His teaching which the disciples saw 
 Woman says that this man is the savior of the world 

 
Lesson:  Jesus is the Savior of the world. 
 
Jesus’ Power 
Read John 4:43-53. 
11. Jesus returns to Galilee followed by those who had seen His miracles in Jerusalem.  

He meets a royal official who “begged him to come and heal his (dying) son.”  What 
is the tone of Jesus’ response? 
 Mean and sarcastic = NO 
 Made to those who needed to see a sign and not addressed to the official but to 

the rest of those present = they needed a sign to believe 
 Encouraged official to go deeper in his faith and his belief 
 The official took Jesus at His word and departed = obedient 

12. How does the son’s healing encourage the official’s faith? 
 Jesus told him to go and he did.  He was obedient. 
 Son is healed at the exact hour when Jesus said he would be 
 Jesus did not have to make the 20 mile trip to Capernaum to do the healing 
 Jesus is all powerful 
 Second miraculous sign in Cana 

 
Lesson:  Jesus has power over death. 
 
Challenge:  How will you share with others this week the willingness of Jesus to 
seek and save sinners? 
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In our last lesson we studied how Jesus Seeks, and Jesus Saves, and about Jesus’ 
Power.  In this lesson we will see Jesus Heals, Jesus Judges, and who are the 
Testifiers for Jesus. 
 
Jesus Heals 
Read John 5:1-15. 
Note:  This passage mentions another Jewish feast, possibly Passover, Purim, or 
Tabernacles.  Remember that John mentions Passover in John 2:13 and possibly a 
second time here or in John 6:4. Jesus’ final Passover before His death is in John 
11:55.   
1. How would you describe the invalid man physically, emotionally and spiritually? 

 Physically 
o Invalid for 38 years 

 Emotionally 
o No friends 
o Self pity 
o No one will help me into the pool 
o Someone else goes in ahead of me 
o Without hope 

 Spiritually 
o Didn’t seem to want help when Jesus asked if he wanted to get well 
o Sinner (14) 
o Sin may have caused him to be an invalid??? 

2. Some may say that Jesus’ first question was an odd one.  What do you think about 
Jesus’ question: “Do you want to get well?” 
 Jesus showed compassion by coming to him 
 Jesus came to SEEK and SAVE (Luke 19:10) 
 Man may have been wallowing in self pity 
 May not have wanted to get help 
 Question should awaken a desire for what Jesus has 
 Man’s response is not one of thanks to Jesus for asking but more self-pity 

3. What is the spiritual significance of Jesus’ command to the man?  Why did He single 
this man out?  How do these commands apply to you? 

a. “Get up!” 
 Man was lying helpless in his sins 
 Jesus gives him an opportunity to get up and commands him to 
 Jesus told me to get up out of my sins and believe Him 

b. “Pick up your mat…” 
 Accept responsibility to carry your own burden 
 I must accept responsibility for the “good works” God prepared for me to 

do.  
 Jesus is Lord of my life 

c. “…and walk.” 
 Move ahead spiritually, walk forward in your journey 
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 I need to keep learning about Jesus by daily study and prayer 
4. After suffering opposition from the Jews (verses 10-11), the man encounters Jesus 

in the temple who tells him to “stop sinning.”  If you have accepted Jesus, how is 
your Christian journey similar to this man’s? 
 Accepted Jesus and have suffered opposition from the world 

o Christianity is a bunch of fables and not really true 
o Jesus did not rise from the dead 
o Christians are intolerant 

 Continue to worship and thank Jesus for what He has done for me (worshipping 
at the temple 

 Jesus wants to be Lord after saving me 
o He wants me to stop sinning 
o He wants me to live for Him in obedience 
o Is He Lord of my life or just my Savior 
o Consequences of sin are severe 

 Man went and told the Jews about Jesus 
o Do I tell others about Jesus? 
o He shared his faith to the ones who opposed him 

 
Lesson:  Jesus seeks us in order to heal us from sin. 
 
Jesus Judges:  Eternal Life or Condemnation? 
Read John 5:16-30. 
5. Why did the Jews want to kill Jesus? 

 He was working on the Sabbath 
o Jews had made so many laws beyond the original intent of Exodus 20:8-

11 
o Sabbath is to be kept holy and set apart 
o God is allowed to heal on the Sabbath 

 Calling God His own Father and making Himself equal with God 
o Jesus was clear in telling who He was 
o No mistake or misleading 
o Jews just didn’t like it 
o How do some today not like the fact that Jesus is God? 

 Moslems 
 Christian Scientists 
 Mormans 
 Others 

6. How does it comfort you to know that “My Father is always at his work to this very 
day, and I, too, am working?”  See 1 Kings 18:27. 
 Personal 
 God never rests and always hears and knows 
 God always loves and always provides 
 Never takes a day off 
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 Always available 
7. What does verse 19-20 tell you about Jesus?  How can you emulate Him?  See 

John 1:1. 
 Can do nothing by Himself 

o Jesus is able to do whatever He wants 
o But He wants to do what the Father says 
o “Cannot” means He would not do whatever He wants but He WOULD do 

whatever the Father wants 
 Does whatever the Father does 

o Obedient 
o Can I be obedient 
o Can I be a worker for Jesus? 
o Is Jesus Lord 

 Father loves the Son 
o God loves us 
o Can we love others 

 Father shows Son all that He does 
o Jesus knows everything 
o God has revealed Himself to men 

 Father will show Jesus even greater things 
o Next verses enumerate these things 

8. How does Jesus 
a. Give Life? 

 Gives life to those to whom He is pleased to give it (21) 
 Gives life to those that hear Jesus’ word and believes in Father (24) 
 Will not be condemned and crossed over from death to life (24) 
 Time is coming when dead will hear Son of God and will live = resurrection 
 Father has granted Son to have life in himself (26) 
 Time is coming means when Holy Spirit comes (25b) 
 Time has come when Jesus is actually speaking (25a) 
 Those who hear will live (25) Could refer to spiritually dead and then born 

again 
 Time is coming when all in graves will come out 

o Those who have done good will rise to live 
o Those who have done evil will be condemned 
o Good = believe in Jesus, Bad = reject Jesus 
o Rapture in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 
o Great White Throne Revelation 20 

b. Execute judgment? 
 Father judges no one and entrusted all judgment to Son (22) 
 That way all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father (23a) 
 He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him 

(23b) (John 14:6) 
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 Father has given Son authority to judge because He is Son of Man (27) 
 Judges based on what He hears from Father 
 Judgment is just 

9. What is your choice about Jesus? 
 Personal 

Lesson:  You only have two choices:  life with Jesus or condemnation by Jesus. 
 
Testifiers For Jesus 
Read John 5:31-47. 
10. Who testifies for Jesus?   

 God the Father (32) 
 John the Baptist (33-35) 
 His own work on earth (miracles) testifies that Father has sent Him (36) 
 Old Testament scripture themselves (37-39) 

11. What appeal does Jesus make to the Jews?  See Deuteronomy 18:15-20. 
 They study the scriptures diligently so that you will get eternal life 
 But these scriptures testify about Jesus 
 But you don’t come to me for life 
 Jesus knows their hearts and has come in Father’s name but they don’t accept 
 They are making no effort to obtain the praise of God, one and only 
 Their accuser is not Jesus but Moses who wrote about Jesus 
 If you believed Moses you would believe me 
 But you don’t believe what he wrote so you don’t believe me 

12. What Old Testament verses regarding the following aspects of Jesus testify about 
Him to you? 
a. Jesus’ Advent 

 Isaiah 7:14 
 Isaiah 9:6 

b. Jesus’ Ministry 
 Deuteronomy 18:15, 18 
 Isaiah 61:1-2 

c. Jesus’ death & resurrection 
 Psalm 22 (death) 
 Psalm 16:10 (resurrection) 

d. Jesus’ return 
 Zechariah 14:1-5 

Lesson:  Believe it or not, the testimony about Jesus is true. 
 
Challenge:  How will you be willing to share the truth about Jesus healing power 
over sin and gift of eternal life? 
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Last time we saw that Jesus Heals, Jesus Judges, and who are the Testifiers for 
Jesus.  This time Jesus proclaim He is the Bread of Life.  We will see Feeding 500 
and Water Walking, Jesus proclaiming I Am the Bread of Life, and see the 
Grumbling Jews and Deserting Disciples. 
 
Note:  John 6:2 says, “a great crowd was following Jesus because they saw miraculous 
signs.”  But after clearly teaching that He is “the bread of life”, John 6:66 tells us “many 
of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.”   
Feeding 5000 and Water Walking  
Read John 6:1-24. 
1. Before feeding the 5000, how does Jesus test Philip and Andrew? 

 Philip 
o Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat 
o Seemingly impossible task according to Philip, they would only get a bite 

and it would take 8 months wages 
o Jesus knew what He was going to do 

 Andrew 
o Impossible task, but had hope 
o Boy with 5 small barley loaves and 2 fish 
o Brought someone to Jesus 
o How far will that go 

2. What do you learn about Jesus from this miracle? 
 Used His disciples to distribute the food.  Provided work for them 
 Jesus can do the impossible, sovereign and in charge 
 Jesus provides and provides in abundance 
 Jesus does things in His time; that is why He went away to a quiet place.  He did 

not come to be made king 
 He was called a prophet 

o Prophet predicted in Deuteronomy 18:15 
o Moses provided Manna in desert; but it wasn’t Moses 

3. How does Jesus test the disciples after the feeding? 
 Get in the boat they are rowing against the waves and wind 
 They are tested as we are tested in their faith 
 Jesus is always there for them (walking on water) 
 He tells them “don’t be afraid.”  I found these words 81 times in OT and NT 

4. What were the results of the test and what do you learn about Jesus? 
 Jesus is always there for them (walking on water) 
 He tells them “don’t be afraid.”  I found these words 81 times in OT and NT 
 Jesus is all powerful over space and time (creator) 

o Walked on water 
o Boat immediately went to shore when He got in 

 When disciples were willing to take Him in the boat it reached the other shore 
 Again, Jesus is divine 

 



John 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him, shall not 

perish but have eternal life.” 

Lesson 7 
Bread of Life 

Lesson:  Jesus provides for those who let Him in to their lives. 
 
I Am the Bread of Life 
Read John 6:25-40. 
5. Why were the people looking for Jesus and what does He teach them?  What does 

He teach you? 
 Not because they saw miraculous signs but because they ate the loaves and 

were filled 
 Teaching 

o Don’t work for food that spoils but food that endures for eternal life 
o Son of Man gives you that spiritual food 
o God the Father has placed His seal of approval on Jesus 
o Do you work for food that endures for eternal life? 
o Do you know that God the Father has placed His seal on Jesus? 

6. What is required to “do the works” of God?  See Romans 10:9 and Ephesians 2:8-
10. 
 The work of God is to believe in the one He has sent 
 Do you believe in Jesus and that He is who He said He is? 
 Seems so simple and so easy, but why is it so hard for some?  We will find out in 

verse 43 and 65 coming up 
7. How does Jesus respond to the people’s request for a sign like Moses gave?  See 

Exodus 16:4.  What miraculous sign have you been given? 
 Not Moses that gave bread from heaven, but it is God the Father 
 My Father = Jesus’ deity again 
 Jesus is the bread from heaven who comes down from heaven and gives life to 

the world 
 My miraculous sign 

o Faith in Jesus who saved me 
o Holy Spirit 

8. What promises does Jesus give the crowd when they ask for “this bread”?  See 
John 8:58 and John 14:1-6. 
 I AM the bread of life = stating He is God  (John 8:58) 
 Come to me and never go hungry or thirsty spiritually 
 Some of you don’t believe, but if you come to me, I will never drive you away 

o Never be hungry or thirsty (metaphor) 
o All Father gives me will come to me (election) 
o Whoever comes to me I will never drive away 

 I have come down from heaven to do my Father’s will and not my own (Matthew 
26:42) 

 Father’s will is that Jesus loses none that He has sent; will raise them up on last 
day (resurrection)  (1 Thessalonians 4:16) (1 Corinthians 15) 

 Everyone that looks to the Son and believes shall have eternal life and I will raise 
him up on the last day. 

 John 3:16 again. 
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 Very powerful promises from Jesus 
 
Lesson:  Jesus as God has come to give eternal life. 
 
Grumbling Jews & Deserting Disciples 
Read John 6:41-71 
9. From verses 43-51, what important points does Jesus make to the grumbling Jews? 

 No one can come to Jesus unless the Father, who sent Jesus, draws him 
 If you listen to the Father and are taught by Him, you can come to Jesus 

o Believers today are taught by the Holy Spirit 
 I AM the bread of life = He repeats it 

o Compares Himself to manna from heaven 
o May eat and not die 
o This bread is My flesh 
o I AM the living bread that came down from heaven 
o I AM the light of the world (John 8:12) 
o I AM the good shepherd (John 10:11, 14) 
o I am the gate (John 10:7,9) 
o I am the resurrection and the life (John 11:25) 
o I am the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6) 
o I am the true vine (John 15:1,5) 

10. How does Jesus respond to the Jews who are arguing sharply among themselves? 
 Eat my flesh and drink my blood, otherwise you have no life 
 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life and will be raised up 

by Jesus on the last day 
 My flesh is real food and my blood is real drink (metaphor pointing to crucifixion) 
 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in Him. 
 Father sent me 
 He is bread come down from heaven 

o Forefathers ate manna and died 
o Feed on this bread (ME) and you will live forever 

11. Is this a hard teaching for you?  Why or why not?  See verses 61-64. 
 Jesus is speaking in a parable 

o Parable is given so that those drawn by the Father can understand and 
those not drawn by the Father will not understand 

o He spoke in parables as the Jews wanted more and more to kill Him so 
that He could finish His ministry in His time 

o The words I have spoken to you are spirit 
 Jesus assures His disciples 

o What if you see Son of Man ascend (Acts 1:10) 
 True meaning of Parable 

o Abide in Jesus He came in the flesh to save you 
o He gave up His life (blood) to save you 
o Get to know Him and abide in Him 
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o Communion is remembering Him eating His body broken for you and 
drinking His blood shed for you. 

 No one can come to Jesus unless the Father draws him (65) 
12. Notice that many disciples turn away and no longer follow Jesus, but Peter knows 

that “you are the Holy One of God.”  How are you like Peter?  How are you able to 
believe Jesus even when the teaching is hard? 
 Notice that Peter abided in Jesus 
 Judas did not 
 Father drew Peter to Jesus 
 Holy Spirit, guides you 
 Know one can come to me unless Father enables him (election again) 

 
Lesson:  Believe in Jesus even when the teaching is hard. 
 
Challenge:  How have you received spiritual food from Jesus and who will you 
share it this week? 
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Last time Jesus proclaimed He is the Bread of Life.  We saw Feeding 500 and Water 
Walking, I Am the Bread of Life, and the Grumbling Jews and Deserting Disciples. 
This time Jesus is experiences Conflicts at the Feast of Tabernacles.  There are 
Conflicts Before the Feast, Conflicts During the Feast, Conflict on the Last Day, 
and Conflict During Leaders Meeting. 
 
Note:  In John 6 Jesus was in Galilee during the time of Passover which is in early 
spring.  Six months later in John 7 and 8, Jesus goes to Jerusalem for the Feast of 
Tabernacles or Booths during harvest time.  The Feast of Tabernacles was one of three 
pilgrim feasts that every Jewish man was expected to attend, if possible.  He was 
required to attend if he was within 20 miles of Jerusalem.  Those in Galilee were not 
required to attend due to the distance from Jerusalem.  The Feast of Tabernacles was 
the most festive of all the feasts and lasted for 7 days followed by a large worship 
service on the 8th day.  During the feast, people lived in shelters constructed of palms or 
willow branches, and wherever they could find a spot in or near the city.  It was sort of 
like camping.  The festival celebrated God’s provision in the past (living in the desert for 
forty years as described in Exodus), God’s provision for the present (current harvest), 
and God’s promise of the Messiah (Jews future King).  During each of the 7 days a 
priest filled a golden pitcher with water from the Pool of Siloam.  The pitcher was carried 
in a procession to the temple where it was poured out on a rock.  People sang and 
recited Isaiah 12:3 as a picture of God’s provision of the water in the wilderness.  Think 
of this scene on the last day of the Feast when Jesus stood and asked, “if anyone is 
thirsty…” (John 7:37-38). 
 
Conflict Before the Feast 
Read John 7:1-10. 
1. Describe Jesus’ brothers and their motives towards Him. 

 Did not believe in Jesus (5) 
 Told Him to go to Feast so disciples can see miracles (3) 
 If you want to be a public figure you shouldn’t be in secret (4a) 
 Show yourself to world (4b) 
 They would have seen His miracles.  Maybe they thought He was crazy (Mark 

3:21) 
 They were too close to Him perhaps and perhaps teased Him.  Have you ever 

teased your brother or sister 
2. What is Jesus’ response to His brothers and what do you learn from it? 

 Jews were trying to kill Him and He knew it (1) 
 His time had not come, but their time was anytime (6) 
 Jesus testifies to what is evil so world hates Him 
 You go ahead, I am not YET going because right time has not come. 
 Learn 

o God’s timing is perfect while I am impatient and don’t know the right time 
o People try to “kill” Jesus today 
o Jesus testifies to truth of sin and world hates that, especially today. 
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o People ignore sin  
o It was not time for Him to enter on Palm Sunday (Triumphal entry) 

3. Does the world today hate Jesus?  Why or why not?  See Matthew 24:12 and 1 
Corinthians 6:9-11.  
 Seems to hate Him more and more as their love of most grows cold 
 People do not want to be convicted of their sin 
 They can do whatever they want and be ok. 

Lesson:  God’s timing is always correct and may require our patience. 
 
Conflict During the Feast 
Read John 7:11-36. 
4. What were the conflicting thoughts about Jesus in verses 11-13?  How do people 

have conflicting thoughts about Jesus today? 
 Jews were looking for Him and were trying to kill Him 

o Perhaps that is why Jesus waited 
o He went in secret so they would not be looking for Him 

 Some say He is a good man 
 Others say He deceives the people 
 Conflicting thoughts today 

o Christians say He is God and only way 
o Others say He is a prophet only and not God, kind way of saying He is a 

deceiver of men 
5. How is Jesus’ authority questioned in verses 14-18?  What do you learn from these 

verses? 
 Jews said he had no training 
 How can this man get such training without having studied 

o He didn’t study at one of their “seminaries” or rabbitical schools 
o Teaching is different than most rabbis 

 Jesus confirms divine authority of His teaching 
o Teaching comes from Father and not His own 
o Anyone wanting to do God’s will, He will find out whether teaching is from 

God or His own.  God’s will is for someone to believe Him 
o Speaking on you own gives honor to yourself while speaking for God, one 

becomes a man of truth with nothing false about him 
 Learn 

o Trust in what God says and not what men say 
o If you teach, teach from God’s word 
o Listen to the truth of scripture and you will be in God’s will 
o Jesus is the way, the truth and the life 
o Jesus spoke with God’s authority 
o All scripture is God breathed (2 Timothy 3:16) 
o Solo Scriptura 

6. Explain Jesus’ argument against the Jews for disobedience to the law of Moses in 
verses 19-24.  See John 5:1-16.  How can you put verse 24 into practice? 
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 Moses gave them the law, yet they can’t obey it 
 Not one of you can keep the law, in fact you are trying to kill me 

o Notice He avoids answering the question about being demon possessed 
o He just goes ahead with His argument 

 You were astonished at one miracle because He healed on Sabbath (John 5:1-
16) where He told the man to pick up his mat and walk 

 Also, the Jews circumcise on the Sabbath, so they should not be angry with 
Jesus when He heals the whole man. 

 Challenged people not to live by the letter of the law, but have an inner Spirit in 
tune with the law 

 Verse 24 into practice. 
o Know the scripture, pray, be in tune with God 
o Believe in Jesus and HS will teach you. 
o Don’t push the HS aside due to sin 

7. From verses 25-31, how are people in the crowd and the Jews conflicted about 
Jesus as the Christ (Messiah)?  See Malachi 3:1. 
 People 

o This is the man they are trying to kill 
o Yet He is speaking publicly 
o Maybe authorities (Jews) think He is Christ (Messiah) 
o But when Christ comes, no one will know where He is from 
o Probably misinterpreted Malachi 3:1 (read that) 
o When Christ comes will He do more than this man 
o Many in crowd put their faith in Him 

 Jews 
o Jesus says they know Him and where He is from 
o I am not hear on my own, but He who sent me is true 
o You DO NOT know Him, but I do.  I am from Him and He sent me 

 Probably really made the Jews mad 
 Some wanted to seize Him 
 But His time had not yet come and no one laid a hand on Him.  

Again God’s timing is perfect and God is totally sovereign over 
events 

8. The Pharisees had heard what people were saying about Jesus and sent guards to 
arrest Him.  What did Jesus mean in verses 33-34 and how did that apply to the 
Jews? 
 Jesus is with you now in the flesh (Messiah has come) 
 I will be with you only a short time (predicts His death) 
 Then I go to the Father (resurrected and ascended to heaven) 
 Jews will then look for Messiah and will not find Him 

o Temple will be destroyed in 70 AD 
o Jews will be disbursed all over the world 
o Paul did preach the gospel to the Greeks 
o Unbelievers cannot come to where Jesus is = heaven 
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o Very dire warning 
 
Lesson:  Understanding the truth about God and the truth about Jesus are critical 
to every person. 
 
 
Conflict on Last Day 
Read John 7:37-44. 
Note:  Some Jewish historians say on the last day of the feast that the ceremonial 
pouring of water from the golden pitcher on to the rock symbolized the time when the 
Jews left the desert and entered the promise land.  Perhaps Jesus spoke the words in 
verses 37-38 at the time when this pouring would have occurred during the previous 
days.   
9. How did Jesus’ words affect those in the crowd? 

 Some said He is prophet, some say Christ 
 Others say Christ comes from David’s family and from Bethlehem  

o They didn’t really know Jesus and that He was from David’s family 
o Micah 5:2 and Jesus was born there 
o See Matthew 1 geneology 

 People are conflicted because of Jesus 
10. How do Jesus’ words affect you? 

 Come to Jesus to satisfy your spirit 
 If you believe in Jesus you will get the Holy Spirit 
 Amazing that Jesus came to tell the truth about Himself but did not force Himself 

on the world 
 Jesus came to Seek and Save what was lost (Luke 19:10) 

 
Conflict During Leaders Meeting 
Read John 7:45-53. 
11. What was the attitude of the temple guards compared to the chief priests and 

Pharisees? 
 Guards 

o No one speaks like He does 
o Didn’t arrest him and did not follow orders 

 Pharisees 
o Did not believe 
o They were angry 
o People who believe are stupid and a curse on them 
o But they were stupid, because prophets do come out of Galilee, like Jonah 

(2 Kings 14:25) 
12. Nicodemus was a Pharisee.  Describe his comment during the meeting and what 

else do you know about him? 
 Actually he stood up against the rest of the leaders 
 It was a bold comment probably 
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 He wanted to find out the truth.  Appears to be a “seeker” 
 Who is Nicodemus 

o Came to Jesus in the night (John 3) 
o Buried Jesus (John 19:38-42) 
o Most likely was a believer in Jesus 
o Are you willing to stand up for Jesus against the odds 

Lesson:  Jesus causes profound conflicts among people. 
 
Challenge:  Will you be willing to stand up for Jesus even though it might cause 
conflict? 
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In our last lesson Jesus experiences Conflicts at the Feast of Tabernacles.  There were 
Conflicts Before the Feast, Conflicts During the Feast, Conflict on the Last Day, 
and Conflict During Leaders Meeting.  In this lesson He will continue to experience 
Conflicts during the Feast of Tabernacles.  Those conflicts will be Conflict of Law vs. 
Grace, Conflict of Light vs. Darkness, Conflict of Life vs. Death, and Conflict of 
Sin:  Free vs. Slave. 
 
Note:  The NIV translation states that John 7:53-8:11 is not in some of the earliest 
manuscripts.  Most scholars agree that it was added later.  But, most scholars also 
agree that this event actually occurred.  Some place the event after John 7 while others 
place the event after Luke 21:38 while even others place at the end of John.  Either 
way, God has preserved His word for us.  
 
Conflict of Law vs. Grace 
Read John 7:53-8:11. 
1. Describe the plan of the Pharisees to trap Jesus.  From what you know of Jewish 

Law, do you see any flaws with their plan? 
 When there was a difficult problem with the law, it was common to bring it to a 

leading Rabbi.   
o Appeals to Jesus’ vanity and pride 
o They didn’t know Him 

 They thought there was only 2 solutions, both bad 
o Stoned:   

 lose His reputation for justice and mercy with people 
 Would become a criminal of the Romans because He can’t accuse 

death 
o Pardoned 

 Breaks law of Moses 
 Condoning others to sin as Adultery was a sin 

o They thought they had Him 
 Flaws with plan 

o Supposed to be 2 impartial witnesses, which there wasn’t 
o Both accused, man and woman must be there.  Where is the man 
o Obviously, this was an arranged deal and may or may not have been true 

2. What was Jesus’ response to the Pharisees?  How does it relate to satisfying Jewish 
Law? 
 At first, he wrote on the ground until they asked Him again 

o Gave them time to think perhaps 
o No one know why He wrote on the ground 

 If you are without sin, go ahead and stone her 
 In the law as a judge you must be impartial, no malice (without sin) 
 But the law does require stoning for this offense 
 Jesus did not nullify the law in His response 
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 Then He stooped down again and wrote on the ground.  Perhaps He was giving 
them time to think again. 

 Older ones go away first, maybe they knew they had more sin in their life 
o The older I get, the more I realize the sin that I do 
o Remember your elders they may have wisdom?? 

3. As the accusers slowly go away, how does Jesus deal with the woman?  What do 
you think about His response?  See 2 Corinthians 5:10 and Revelation 20:11-15. 
 It is just Jesus and the woman 

o He does not accuser her 
o He is one on one with Her 
o Have you been one on one with Jesus 
o You will be at Judgment Seat of Christ or Great White Throne 

 Jesus does not condone sin but can forgive sin 
o Some use this verse to show leniency for sin 
o Some say adultery is ok, but Jesus never said that 

Lesson:  God requires obedience to His Law and offers Grace for our 
disobedience through Jesus. 
 
Conflict of Light vs. Darkness 
Read John 8:12-20. 
Note:  Remember that this is the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles.  At dusk people 
came into the temple courts with candles.  Also, there were 4 golden lampstands that 
were 75 feet high.  The historian Josephus said that during this time the light was so 
bright reflecting off the gold and silver temple that it could be seen 60 miles away.  And 
then Jesus claims to be the “light of the world.” 
4. What does Jesus mean when He says He is the “light of the world?” 

 Must have been a stunning statement as Jerusalem was lit up with the current 
light 

 Jesus is not just the light of Jerusalem and 60 miles away 
 Jesus is light of the whole world 
 How fitting that the temple, sacrifices, place where God dwells in light had the 

real priest, sacrifice, and dwelling of God as Jesus was right there 
 Jesus has the truth (light) or understanding of God 
 Darkness is not truth or lack of understanding 
 Promise that if you believe in Jesus you won’t be in darkness. 
 Holy Spirit enlightens us as believers 
 However sin can darken our understanding 
 PROMISE:  You will have the light of life = eternal life 

5. In the Jewish system, a person’s testimony must be validated by another witness.  
How does Jesus respond to the Pharisee’s challenge that His testimony is not valid? 
 They say He is appearing as His own witness 
 But Jesus says His testimony is valid 
 He knows where He came from = Heaven.  He knows where He is going = 

Heaven 
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 Jesus has His Father as a witness because He comes from His Father 
 Jesus stands with the Father (vs.16) who sent Him 
 Jesus doesn’t judge by human standards but by heavenly standards which is 

right and true 
6. What claims to the Pharisees does Jesus make about Himself?  How do you 

respond to those claims? 
 Sent from the Father 
 If you knew me, you would know the Father = divinity of Jesus 
 Tells them that they don’t know Him or His Father 
 Must have really ticked off the Pharisees as He says this in the temple area 
 Notice no one seized Him because His time had not come 

 
Lesson:  Knowing Jesus allows you to walk in light rather than darkness. 
 
Conflict of Life vs. Death 
Read John 8:21-30. 
7. What warning does Jesus give to the Pharisees? 

 If they don’t believe in Him, they will die in their sins 
 If they don’t believe that Jesus is who He claims, they will die in sins (says it 

twice) 
 Where Jesus is going (heaven), they cannot come 
 They are from below, He is from heaven 
 They are of the world, He is from heaven 
 Notice that Pharisees oppose everything Jesus says 

8. Are Jesus’ statements to the Pharisees too harsh?  See John 3:16-18. 
 Some people say God is too loving to send anyone to hell 
 All people go to heaven some say 
 But the Bible does not teach that 
 Hell is really and you die in your sins if you don’t believe in Jesus 
 Jesus is the light that tells us about the truth. 
 Do you believe Jesus? 
 God so loved the world that He sent Jesus to save the world 

o Jesus is telling the truth 
o Pharisees just will not believe 
o The ask: “who are you?”  and Jesus says, “I have been telling you.” 
o It is loving to give a stern warning 

9. How does Jesus explain His relationship to His Father? 
 He does nothing on His own.  Does it all with His Father 
 He speaks what the Father has taught Him 
 God the Father is reliable (trustworthy), Jesus tells what the Father has told Him 
 His Father is with Him and not left Him alone 
 He does what pleases His Father (does not sin like we do) 

o They will see that after He has been lifted up (crucified) 
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o They will that that when He is raised from the dead 
o Jews reject the resurrection per Matthew 28:12-13 
o They never believed the truth about life or death 
o But many Jews came to faith in  Acts 2 after Pentecost 

 
Lesson:  Without Jesus you will die in your sins but with Jesus you will live 
forever. 
 
Conflict of Sin:  Free vs. Slave 
Read John 8:31-59. 
10. How can a person be set free from sin? 

 Hold to my teaching and my disciples (31) 
 You will know the truth and it will set you free (32) 
 If Son sets you free and you will be free indeed (36) 
 If God is your Father you would love Jesus who came from His Father (42) 
 Those who belong to God, hear what God says (47) 
 Keep my word and never see death (51) 
 Please keep in mind that you are not set free To sin, but you are set free FROM 

sin.  Your sins are forgiven 
11. How does a person remain a slave to sin? 

 If you sin you are a slave to sin (34) 
 No room for Jesus’ Word (37) 
 Do what you hear from your father the Devil (38) 
 Do what your own father (devil) does (41) 
 Unable to hear what Jesus says (43) 
 Belong to your father the devil and carry out his desire (44) 

o Devil is murderer from beginning 
o Not holding to truth and no truth in him 
o Lies are his native language 
o Father of lies 

 Jesus tells you the truth but you do not believe Him (45) 
 Why don’t you believe, I have not sinned (46) 
 Don’t belong to God (47) 

12. How does Jesus describe Himself in verses 48-59? 
 Not possessed by a demon (49) 
 Honors His Father (49) 
 Doesn’t seek glory for Himself;  Father seeks glory and is the judge (50) 
 Father glorifies Him (54) after they ask WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? 
 Knows the Father and keeps His word (55) 
 Abraham rejoiced at seeing day of Jesus did see it and was glad (56) 
 Before Abraham was, I AM. 

o I AM is Jehova  
o Means He pre-existed 
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o See Deuteronomy 32:39, Exodus 3:14, Isaiah 43:10 
o This is a very clear statement of His diety 
o Notice that they want to stone Him for blasphemy (implied) 
o Jesus hid Himself and slipped away as His time had not come 
o He clearly told who He was, no mistake 

13.  Are you set free FROM sin? 
 Personal 

 
Lesson:  Jesus has come to set you free from sin. 
 
Challenge:  Are you willing to tell others the truth about Jesus? 
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Last time we saw where Jesus experienced Conflicts during the Feast of Tabernacles.  
Those conflicts were Conflict of Law vs. Grace, Conflict of Light vs. Darkness, 
Conflict of Life vs. Death, and Conflict of Sin:  Free vs. Slave.  This time Jesus 
Creates Sight.  We will study this in three sections:   Sight Created, Sight Skeptics, 
and Sight Belief. 
 
Sight Created 
Read John 9:1-7 and John 8:12, 8:58, 59. 
1. After recently announcing He is the light of the world and then escaping death by 

stoning, how does Jesus act towards the blind man? 
 Jesus saw him.  Greek word means searching look at the blind man. 
 Was not concerned about what happened 
 Concerned for the well-being of others; concerned about spiritual needs 
 Wanted the work of God to be displayed in his life 
 Continues to do the work of God that He was sent for (4) 
 He is the light of the world (5) while He is here 
 Luke 19:10 again 
 Read Isaiah 29:18, 35:4-6 which is a Messianic prophecy 

2. What do you think about the disciples question about who sinned, the blind man or 
his parents and Jesus’ response? 
 Jews believe that personal suffering was a result of sin 
 In many cases that is true as alcoholism is passed down to the children 
 But Jesus says neither sinned 

o Is Jesus saying there are no consequences for sin?  NO 
o In this case it happened that the work of God may be displayed in his life 

(3) 
o Illustration of Dave Chilcoat 

 Dave was a sinner 
 Was struck with ALS 
 But God used that for good as 2,000 people came to his funeral 

and heard gospel from 7 pastors that he had mentored 
 This is a good case where Romans 8:28 comes alive 
 But sometimes we must suffer to see the work of God 

o Book of Job 
o Job was a righteous man (Job 1:1) but suffered mightily to see the work of 

God 
o His suffering revealed the Glory of God 

 Apostle Paul’s suffering “thorn in the flesh” was not removed, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”’ 

3. In John 4:48-53, Jesus heals the official’s son by merely speaking.  What is the 
significance of each of the following steps where Jesus creates sight rather than 
restoring it? 

a. Spit on ground and makes mud with saliva. 
 In that day spital was thought to have curative powers 
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 If we cut our finger we suck on it 
 Dogs lick their wounds 
 Might have encouraged the man’s faith 

b. Put mud on the man’s eyes.  See Genesis 2:7. 
 Jesus is creating sight in the man as he was blind from birth 
 Genesis 2:7 God created life out of the dust on the ground 
 The man could not see Jesus, but could feel his touch 

c. Told him to “go wash in the pool of Siloam”. 
 Man had to take some action and obey 
 Obedience and belief that he could be healed 

4. What sight has Jesus created for you? 
 Personal 
 Sight of the knowledge of Him 
 He has revealed Himself to me.  I “see” Jesus 

 
Lesson:  Jesus creates sight so that people can see the light of the world. 
 
Sight Skeptics 
Read John 9:8-34. 
5. How did some of the man’s neighbors become skeptical of the healing? 

 The doubted that it could happen 
 They tried to find an explanation of why the miracle wasn’t true 
 Reminds me of the miracle of creation 

o Astronomers try to explain the big bang without God 
o Talk about a primordial egg of stuff that then had a big bang. 
o Fail to read Genesis 1 and deny the obvious miracle of creation 

 Are you skeptical?   
o Reminds me of Thomas in John 21:24-31 

 They also asked, where is this man? 
o He said he didn’t know 
o How could he know because he had never seen him 
o It wasn’t that he didn’t know who Jesus was. 

 But some of the neighbors believed the man 
6. How were the Pharisees skeptical of the man’s created sight during their first 

meeting? 
 Said that Jesus is not from God because He healed on the Sabbath 

o They virtually believed the healing but that it was not from God 
o Sort of like the astronomers that believe in the big bang but don’t believe it 

was caused by God 
 But also notice that he Pharisees were divided.  “How can a sinner do miraculous 

things?” 
 Man says Jesus is a prophet 
 Now that have to send for his parents 
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7. What do you find interesting about the man’s parent’s interview with the Pharisees? 
 They were truthful that it was their son who was born blind and now sees 
 We don’t know who did it or how = lukewarm towards the healing 
 They were afraid of the Jews and public pressure 
 Are you afraid of public pressure in speaking for Jesus 
 They were not bold, but were fearful.  Are you fearful to speak the truth about 

Jesus? 
8. According to verses 24-27, the Pharisees summon the man a second time 

demanding that he agree that Jesus is a sinner.  How does the man respond? 
 Not sure if Jesus was a sinner or not.  I don’t know. 
 But what I do know is “I was blind but now I see!” 

o Reminds me of the hymn Amazing Grace “I was blind but now I see.” 
o Were you blind about Jesus?  Do you see Him now? 

 See how the man challenges them boldly 
o Why don’t listen to what I said, I have told you already 
o Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you want to become a disciple, 

too? 
o He admits that he is a disciple of Jesus. 

9. What are the final comments of the blind man that get him thrown out of the 
synagogue? 
 He answers the Pharisees 
 That is remarkable that you don’t know where He came from, yet He opened my 

eyes. (30) 
 Lecture to them boldly 

o We know God does not listen to sinners 
o God listens to a godly man who does His will 
o This man is a new believer empowered by God to tell the truth 
o He was spiritually blind but now he spiritually sees 
o No one has ever heard of a man opening the eyes of a man born blind 

(32) 
o If this man was not from God, He could do nothing (33) 

 Finally, they throw him out in unbelief 
o Say he is steeped in sin 
o How dare you lecture us 
o Shows the hardness of their heart 

Lesson:  Believers should boldly tell the truth about Jesus when confronted with 
skepticism. 
 
Sight Belief 
Read John 9:35-41. 
10. Describe the compassion of Jesus towards the blind man? 

 Jesus goes to the man, Luke 19:10 
 Jesus does not leave the man alone after being thrown out of synagogue 
 Jesus never leaves us alone 
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o Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the 
Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.”  
Deuteronomy 31:6 

o Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, 
because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 
Hebrews 13:5 

 Jesus gives him further revelation as to who He is 
o The man responds to Jesus with a fair question 
o Jesus says He is the Son of Man 

 The man worships Jesus.  He realizes that He has seen God face to face. 
 He has spiritual as well as physical sight 

11. In John 3:16-18, Jesus says He has not come to condemn the world.  How do you 
square those verses with verse 39, “For judgment I have come into this world, so 
that the blind will see and those who see will become blind?” 
 Jesus first coming was to “Seek and Save what was lost” and provide salvation. 
 But those who do not believe are condemned already 
 His first coming creating a division in people:  believers and unbelievers 
 Like these Pharisees are doing 

o To reject Jesus’ peace is to receive His punishment 
o To reject His grace is to receive His justice 
o To reject His mercy is to receive His wrath 
o To reject His love is to receive His anger 
o To reject His forgiveness is to receive His judgment 

12. How have you been like the blind man?  How have you been like the Pharisees? 
 Blind man 

o Humble 
o Bold in his testimony 
o But loving 

 Pharisees 
o Unteachable 
o Know it all 
o Not a sinner 
o Pretty good 
o Spiritual pride and spiritually blind even though they see 

Lesson:  Only Jesus can give spiritual sight. 
 
Challenge:  How will you allow Jesus to teach you this week? 
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In the last lesson Jesus Creates Sight.  We saw Sight Created, Sight Skeptics, and 
Sight Belief.  In this lesson we will study the Good Shepherd:  the Good Shepherd’s 
Roll, the Good Shepherd’s Assurance, and the Good Shepherd’s Appeal. 
 
Note:  Jesus’ teaching in John 10:1-21 appears to have been given after the Feast of 
Tabernacles and the events in John 7, 8 and especially 9 (creating sight for the blind 
man).  Verses 22-42 took place about 3 months later in winter at the Feast of Dedication 
in Jerusalem. 
 
Good Shepherd’s Roll 
Read John 10:1-21.  See John 9:40, 41. 
1. From verses 1-6, how do you understand this figure of speech Jesus uses about a 

man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate and one who enters by the gate?   
 Don’t enter through the gate 

o Comes in another way 
o Thief and a robber 
o Sheep never follow a stranger and in fact run away because they do not 

recognize his voice 
o Describes the Pharisees, blind guides 

 Does enter through the gate 
o True shepherd of sheep, describes Jesus Himself. 
o Watchman opens the gate for Him.  Could this be God the Father opening 

the Gate for Jesus or perhaps the Holy Spirit? 
o Sheep listen to his voice 
o He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
o He brings out all his own  He goes on ahead of them (John 14:1-6)  
o Sheep follow him because they know his voice 

2. Who or what does the watchman represent?  Explain. 
 Holy Spirit 
 God must draw people 
 People don’t come on their own. 
 Holy Spirit opens the gate for Jesus to come into a person’s life, then the listen. 

3. What does Jesus mean in verses 7-10 where He repeats His discourse by saying, “I 
Am the gate for the sheep?”  See John 14:6. 
 Jesus is the only way, all who came before Him were thieves and robbers and 

sheep did not listen 
 He is the gate and whoever listens to Him will be saved 
 He will come in and go out and find pasture = rest 
 Thief comes to destroy, but Jesus comes to give life and to the fullest 
 Jesus is the only way to life 
 There are not many paths to God which is a popular thought today 
 Is Jesus too exclusive? 

4. From verses 11-18 how would you interpret each element below of this parable of 
the “good shepherd?” 
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a. I Am the good shepherd 
 Lays down his life for sheep 
 Knows His sheep 
 His sheep know Him = relationship 

b. Hired hand 
 Not Jesus 
 Run away when wolf comes 
 Doesn’t care for sheep 
 Compares Pharisees to Jesus again.  They didn’t care about the blind 

man 
c. Other sheep 

 Speaking to Jews, so he means the gentiles 
 Jews and gentiles will be one with Jesus if they believe 
 That is us, if we are not Jews 
 Believers are all one flock 

d. Authority over His life 
 Father Loves Him because he lays down his life 
 Has been given authority to do that 
 No one takes his life from him.  He does it by choice 
 See John 3:16 

5. What do you think about the division that Jesus’ words caused among the Jews?   
See Revelation 3:14-21. 
 Jesus is divisive  
 He told the truth, says that 2 times 
 You are either for Him or against Him 
 You can’t be lukewarm 
 Should he be more politicaly correct? 
 By telling the truth He is loving people rather than keeping them in the dark or 

believing a lie. 
 

Lesson:  Jesus came to give eternal life to whosoever believes in Him. 
 
Good Shepherd’s Assurance 
Read John 10:22-30. 
6. Later, the Jews ask Jesus, “If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”  What is their basic 

problem?  Do you know people like that today?  See Matthew 13:14-17 and 16:16-
17. 
 Jews don’t listen, they are blinded 
 Their hearts were calloused.  Isaiah’s prophecy 
 Unteachable spirit.  Don’t want to learn about Jesus 
 Not Jesus’ sheep 
 His miracles speak for him but they don’t even believe those 

o Remember healing the blind man 
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o They threw the blind man out of the synagogue 
7. Are you one of Jesus’ sheep?  If so, what assurances does He give to you?   

 I listen to His voice by praying and reading scripture 
o I don’t always obey  
o I am convicted when I don’t obey and I am forgiven 

 He knows me = I need to follow Him 
 I get eternal life and will never perish 
 NO ONE can snatch me out of Jesus’ hand 
 God the Father has given me to Jesus.  No one can snatch me out of the 

Father’s hand 
 Jesus and Father are one.  Jesus is God. 

8. What are some of your other favorite Bible passages that confirm that “no one can 
snatch (you) out of (Jesus’) hand?” 

o Hebrews talks about drifting away, falling away 
o Hebrews 9:11-28 
o Hebrews 10:12-14 
o Book of Job:  Job does not renounce God and does not fall away 
o Ephesians 1:11-14 
o Ephesians 2:8-10 
o Romans 8:31-39 
o Romans 3:23-28 
o John 3:16 

9. In verse 30 the Greek word for “one” is neuter, meaning “one thing.”  What does 
Jesus mean when He says, “I and my Father are one?” 
 Jesus is a different person from the Father 
 But Jesus has the same essence or nature of God 
 Jesus is God 
 Holy Spirit is a different person, but is God also 
 Hard to grasp = explain the Triune God 

 
Lesson:  Jesus assures believers that they are eternally secure. 
 
Good Shepherd’s Appeal 
Read John 10:31-41. 
10. Why did the Jews want to stone Jesus?   

 Jesus just said He was God 
 Jews say He is mere man claiming to be God 
 That is blasphemy for someone to say they are the one true God of all creation 
 Jewish law called for that person to be stoned. 
 Went against Exodus 20:1, they thought 
 But Jesus claimed to be God a number of times 

o John 6:35 = I am bread of life 
o John 8:12 = I am light of the world 
o John 8:58 = before Abraham was, I am 
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o John 10 = I am the Gate (7), the good shepherd (14), God’s Son (36) and 
one with the Father (30) 

11. Try to explain Jesus’ answer to the Jews in verses 34-36.  See Psalm 82 for help. 
 In Psalm 82 

o God issues a warning to unjust judges in Psalm 82 
o He challenges them to live up to their holy judgeship by saying “I said you 

are gods, you are all sons of the Most High 
o He has appointed them to do work of God = judging.  God alone is judge 

 Jesus argument is this 
o Scripture is valid and cannot be broken and it calls men gods 
o Then why do you question that the unique one of God (Him) because He 

says He is the Son of God? 
12. What further appeal does Jesus make to the Jews?  What does it tell you about 

Jesus? 
 Pleading, appealing to them to believe in Him 
 Just look at the miracles, wouldn’t that be evidence of who He is? 
 Jesus then is loving and wants everyone to be saved, but they do have to believe 

in Him.   
 John 3:16 God so loved the world (all people), He sent Jesus to save everyone. 

o Whosoever believes can be saved 
o Salvation is not just for the Jews 
o See John 10:16 = other sheep not of this pen 

 Jesus then left them because they wanted to kill Him.  Not His time yet. 
 Jesus continued to teach them and they believed in Jesus 

 
Lesson:  Jesus came to save all people, if they will only believe in Him. 
 
Challenge:  How will you allow Jesus to lead you as shepherd this week? 
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Last time we studied the Good Shepherd:  the Good Shepherd’s Roll, the Good 
Shepherd’s Assurance, and the Good Shepherd’s Appeal.  This time we will study 
Jesus’ Delay, Martha’s Faith and Raising Lazarus. 
 
Jesus’ Delay 
Read John 11:1-16. 
1. What do you know about Mary, Martha, and Lazarus from Bethany?  See Luke 

10:38-42, John 1:28, John 12:1-3. 
 All brothers and sisters from Bethany about 2 miles from Jerusalem (11:8) 
 Jesus loved them  
 They were friends 
 Jewish people cared for them when Lazarus died 
 Mary is not the same one in Luke 7:36-50 
 Mary & Martha (Luke 10:38-42) 

o Martha was distracted by preparations; worrier 
o Mary sat at Jesus’ feet and chose what was better 
o Message they sent was only that Lazarus was sick.  Did not tell Him to 

come back 
 Mary in John 12:3 

o Pint of pure nard and poured on Jesus’ feet and whipped feet with her hair 
o This is different than Luke 7:36-50 

 Martha 
o Believed Jesus was Christ (vs 27) 
o She must have really come around from the Luke passage 

 Lazarus is sick and only mentioned in John 11-12 
o After Lazarus is resurrected 
o Lazarus is at a dinner in Bethany 6 days before the Passover (John 12:2) 

 Bethany is near Jerusalem.  There is another Bethany beyond the Jordan (on 
other side of Jordan (east).  (John 1:28) 

o Bethany on other side of Jordan 
o May have been where Jesus retreated in John 10:40-42 
o Would have been about a day’s walk between the two 

Note:  Consider the time line of these events.  It took 1 day for the messenger to reach 
Jesus.  Jesus stayed for 2 days and then it took another day for Jesus to return to 
Bethany.  Since Lazarus had been dead for 4 days when Jesus arrived, Lazarus must 
have died very soon after the messenger went to Jesus. 
2. Remember that the Jews in Jerusalem wanted to stone Jesus.  Why did Jesus delay 

going to Bethany?  What does that tell you about Jesus? 
 For God’s glory 
 So that Son of Man may be glorified through it 

o 4 days of death when body stinks shows that L. was really dead (John 
11:27, 38 

o Jesus had pre-knowledge of what was going to happen 
o Jesus’ timing was perfect as He was waiting on God’s timing 
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 Today we want to take action 
 Do you wait on God’s timing? 

o Jesus knows the future and works for our good.  Romans 8:28 really is 
illustrated 

o Jesus stayed for 2 more days because He loved Mary & Martha and was 
going to show them a miracle 

o Jesus wants disciples to believe.  They will need strong belief as they 
watch Jesus go to the cross 

3. How do the disciples feel about going to Bethany near Jerusalem? 
 Too dangerous, why are we going there because the Jews tried to stone you (8) 
 Thomas said, oh yea let’s go and be killed with Lazarus.  Too dangerous again 

(16) 
 You could say Thomas was courageous but not optimistic 

4. What does Jesus metaphorically teach His disciples in verses 9 and 10?  How does 
that teaching apply to you? 
 Walk in the light of God and do what God has for you to do 
 Be in God’s will even if it appears dangerous 
 God has appointed a certain time on this earth so do not be afraid of death 

o Be like Paul:  Philippians 1:21 
 If you go out of God’s will that could be dangerous because you are out of God’s 

light 
o You might do that because you are afraid 
o Fear is a dangerous thing.  It won’t prolong your life though by trying to 

protect yourself 
o God appointed good works for you to do, so do them 
o What appears to be the hardest time for me, ends up being the best time if 

I am in God’s will for me 
 
Lesson:   God’s timing is always right and is always the best for you. 
 
Martha’s Faith. 
Read John 11:17-27. 
5. What do you think Martha was feeling as she came to meet Jesus? 

 Disappointment for sure 
 If Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died, not angry though, but 

disappointed 
 Had faith that Jesus could heal sickness 
 Did not know that He could conquer death 
 She knows that Lazarus will rise at the last day (OT teaching) 
 Notice that many Jews were there to comfort her and her sister.  Must have been 

well known and liked by many Jews.  Jesus is going to do a miracle in front of 
this crowd of Jews. 

6. What is Jesus’ response to Martha and what is its significance? 
 Your brother will rise again.  (resurrection) (23) 
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 I am the resurrection and the life (25) 
o He who believes in me will live, even though he dies (25b) 
o Whoever lives and believes in me will never die 

 Significance 
o I AM is huge 

Ch 6 – “I AM the Bread of Life” 
  Ch 8 – “I AM the light of the world” 
  Ch 10 – “I AM the gate” 
  Ch 10 – “I AM the Good Shepherd” 

o Those that believe in me will live eternally, even though their body dies 
o If you live and believe in me you have eternal life 

o Notice that it is those that live and believe, not those who have died then 
believe 

o You don’t get a chance to believe after you die 
7. What is Martha’s response to Jesus?  What is your response? 

 She believes He is Christ, the Son of God 
 She has not seen the raising of Lazarus yet or Jesus’ resurrection, yet she 

believes 
 You have seen His resurrection and have been given so much more information 

than Martha at that point 
 Also, think of Peter in Matthew 16:16 

 
Lesson:  True belief in Jesus as God always requires faith. 
 
Lazarus’s Raising 
Read John 11:28-44. 
8. The many Jews followed Mary as she gets up to go to Jesus?  What do you think 

Mary was feeling? 
 Disappointment again like Martha, but not anger 
 If you had been there my brother would not have died. 
 Knew that Jesus could have healed L.  Did not know she was going to see God’s 

glory shortly. 
 She was weeping and fell at His feet 

o In Grief? 
o Or in faith? 
o Calls Him Lord 

9. What was Jesus feeling?  How does that comfort you? 
 Deeply moved and troubled at seeing Mary’s weeping 
 Jesus wept 
 Even the Jews saw that Jesus loved L. 

o The Jews thought that after healing the blind man, Jesus could have kept 
this man from dying 

o Almost like, He is good but not that good??? 
o But just wait to see what happens next 
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 Jesus loves me and has compassion for me 
 Jesus knows my troubles and cares about them.  Jesus is willing to show me His 

glory and reveal Himself to me. 
10. What was Jesus’ main purpose for raising Lazarus? 

 Wanted to show the glory of God (40) 
 Prayed to the Father first. 

o Gives thanks to Father who heard Him, but you always hear me 
o Said this for the people’s (Mary, Martha, Jews) benefit that they may 

believe that Father sent Him 
 Involved Martha in miracle by having her take away the stone.  Against, her best 

judgment 
 Told others to take of L.’s grave clothes.  They had a role to play 

 
Lesson:  Only God can give eternal life to a sinner but He allows believers to 
assist in serving. 
 
Jews’ Responses 
Read John 11:45-57. 
11. Many of the Jews who saw what Jesus did, believed in Him.  What was the 

response of Caiaphas and other Jews? 
 Did not like the miracles, can you believe it? 
 Afraid that if they let Jesus go on, everyone will believe in Him 

o Romans will come 
o Take away our place and our nation 
o Are there people today like that? 

 Better for one man to die that lose the whole nation 
 How could C. say or think that after hearing about such a miracle? 
 How about the Jews that report this to Sanhedrin?  They saw the miracle.  Their 

hearts were hardened. 
 Many people today know of the resurrection of Jesus, but they do not believe 
 Caiaphas prophesied 

o Spoke not on his own, but as high priest 
o Jesus would die for Jewish nation 
o Jesus would die for scattered children of God 
o Would bring them together and make them one (Jew and Gentile) 
o Amazing statement from an unbeliever 
o God can work through anyone or any situation to accomplish his will 

12. Jesus withdrew to Ephraim near the desert and no longer moved publicly among the 
Jews.  How did God set the stage for the cross? 
 Jews plotted to kill Him 
 Getting ready for the Passover where they knew Jesus would come 
 They kept looking for Jesus wondering if He would come to the feast 
 Pharisees giving orders that if anyone sees Him they should report so that Jesus 

could be arrested. 
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 Stage is set for Crucifixion 
 So we end this lesson with Lazarus’ death and resurrection.   
 Next will study the last week of Jesus’ ministry and His death and resurrection. 

Lesson:  Jesus always demands a response to His glory. 
 
Challenge:  How will you respond to the power and glory of Jesus this week? 
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Note:  In the last 11 Chapters we studied Jesus’ three year public ministry.  Now we 
begin the study of His last 6 days.  Chapters 12-17 teach us about the events before the 
Garden of Gethsemane while Chapters 18-20 describe events after the Garden 
including His arrest, trials, sentencing, crucifixion and death.  Chapters 20 and 21 tell us 
about His glorious resurrection and final instructions to His disciples. 
 
Anointing of Jesus 
Read John 12:1-11.  See Matthew 26:6-13. 
1. Describe the scene for the Bethany dinner. 

 Jesus arrives in Bethany  
 It is 6 days before Passover and before His death 
 Dinner is served at Simon the Leper’s house in honor of Jesus 
 Martha is serving 
 Lazarus is dining with him.  Raised from the dead in Chapter 11 
 People reclined around a table in those times, not in chairs. 
 Disciples are there according to Matthew 
 Judas is certainly in attendance 
 Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with perfume, very expensive 

o Might have been her retirement or for her own burial 
o Wiped with her hair 
o Matthew says she poured on his head as well 
o John says on his feet 
o House filled with fragrance 

2. What was Judas’s objection? 
 Such a waste, a year’s wages 
 Could have given the money to the poor 
 But he didn’t really care about poor 
 He used to steal money from the money bag 

3. What do you think was Mary’s motive and how did Jesus respond to her anointing? 
 Motive 

o Love for Jesus 
o He had healed Lazarus 
o Submission by anointing His feet, lowly task 
o Remember Jesus washes disciples’ feet later 
o Act of worship 

 Jesus’ response 
o Said to leave her alone 
o Let her do the anointing, it is ok 
o She has done a beautiful thing for me 
o Always will have the poor but not always have me 
o Intended to save this for His burial (John) 
o Is preparing Him for burial (Matthew) 
o Here story will be told in the gospel message 
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o Commended Mary for her faith as she listened to Him and heard His 
predictions of His death.  Disciples did not 

 
Lesson:  God expects extravagant, loving worship rather than selfish worship. 
 
Acclaiming of Messiah 
Read John 12:12-19. 
4. Why did the large crowd of Jews come to Bethany? 

 Found out that Jesus was there 
 Came because of Jesus 
 Came for Lazarus 
 Chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well 
 Because of Lazarus, many Jews were putting faith in Jesus 

5. The next day a great crowd met Jesus who was on His way to Jerusalem.  What is 
the meaning of each of the following? 

a. Palm branches.  See Revelation 7:9. 
 Symbol of victory 
 Symbol of celebration 

b. Hosanna.  See Psalm 118:25. 
 Jewish expression meaning “Save”. 

c. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  See Psalm 118:26, Isaiah 
62:11, Daniel 9:25. 
 Shouting scripture 
 Calling Him Messiah in essence 
 Acclaiming Him as Messiah 

o Isaiah is prophetic of coming Messiah 
o Daniel 9:25 is extremely accurate.  Scholars calculate that Jesus 

came on the exact day foretold by Daniel 438 years (173,880 days 
with 360 days per year) 
Neh 2:1 – “In the month of Nisan in the 20th year of King Artaxerxes, the 
decree was given…”  - Exact date:  March 5, 444 B.C. 
If count 173,880 days = March 30, 33 A.D. or the 10th Nisan (the very 
days the lambs were selected and set aside for sacrifice) 

d. Blessed is the King of Israel.  See John 1:49. 
 Further acclamation of His kingly authority 

e. Seated on a donkey.  See Zechariah 9:9. 
 Predicts the coming King riding on a donkey 
 Gentle 
 Jesus allowed Himself to be acclaimed as Messiah 

6. What was the reaction of the each group of people?  How do you compare or 
contrast to each? 

a. Crowd 
 Acclaimed Jesus as Messiah 
 Do you acclaim Jesus as Messiah? 
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b. Disciples 
 Did not fully understand what kind of Messiah Jesus was 
 Did still not understand how He would save = Hosanna 
 Are you not understanding Jesus’ revelation fully? 

c. Pharisees 
 Upset with this 
 Whole world has gone after Him 
 Wanted to stop Him 
 Do you want to stop Jesus? 

 
Lesson:  Jesus came as Messiah just as the Bible Prophesies. 
 
Coming Hour 
Read John 12:20-36. 
7. Greeks were gentiles (non-Jews).  Why does John tell us about these Greeks 

wanting to see Jesus?  See Romans 1:16. 
 Philip had a Greek name and probably spoke Greek. 
 Greeks represented the whole known world at that time.  Remember Alexander 

the Great had taken over the whole world centuries before and spread Greek 
culture and learning 

 Jesus came for both Jews and Gentiles, meaning everyone. 
o Remember the Samaritan women for example 
o He came to the Jews first, but also came for the gentiles. 
o He came for the cross so that the gospel could be open to all 

8. In your own words list what Jesus said to the crowd.  
 Hour has come for Son of Man to be glorified 
 Kernel of wheat must fall and die to produce many seeds 

o He must fall and die to bring many to glory and eternal life 
 Anyone who loves life will lose it, while anyone who hates life will keep it 
 Whoever serves me must follow me; where I am my servant will be 
 Father will honor the one who serves me 
 Soul is trouble and this is the reason I came to this hour 
 Jesus explains that voice of God was for their benefit 
 Now is the time for judgment on the world who will be cast out or defeated 
 When Jesus is lifted up (means exalted also), He will draw everyone to himself 

(see John 6:44) 
o No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them,(A) and I will 

raise them up at the last day. 
9. The crowd may have been thinking about Messianic verses in scripture such as 

Psalm 110:4, Isaiah 9:7, Ezekiel 37:25, and Daniel 7:14.  How was the crowd 
confused about the Son of Man being lifted up? 
 By lifted up, Jesus was going to be crucified, talking about His death 
 He is talking about His death 
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 But also, lifted up means to be exalted 
 They did not realize that He is going to die and then be raised from the dead 
 Jesus was lifted up from earth in Acts 1:10, certainly exalted 
 Jesus was born to die, that is why He came 
 Jesus came as a perfect sacrifice, Hebrews 10:12 

10. How are you able to walk in the light? 
 Believe in Jesus 
 He lives in you 

 
Lesson:  Jesus came to glorify the Father by sacrificing Himself for you. 
 
Appealing to Jews 
Read John 12:37-47, Isaiah 53:1 and 6:10. 
11.  Even though Jesus performed so many miracles, why did the Jews not believe in 

Him? 
 Their eyes were blinded and their hearts hardened 
 Can’t see or understand 
 But Isaiah saw Jesus, new he was a sinner 

12. What final appeal does Jesus make to the Jews?  See John 3:17-18. 
 Notice that this is Jesus’ final appeal to them 
 He cries out almost in sorry, I wonder 
 If you believe in Him you believe in the Father 
 He came to give light not darkness 
 He came not to judge but to save people 
 The words He has spoken will judge the person on the last day 
 He spoke what the Father has told Him 

13.  How have your responded to Jesus’ appeal? 
 
Lesson:  Jesus came to save you not condemn you. 
 
Challenge:  How will you let the light of Jesus shine in your life this week? 
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Our last lesson saw Jesus’ Arrival in Jerusalem.  There we saw the Anointing of 
Jesus, Acclaiming of Messiah, Coming Hour, and Appealing to Jews.    
In the next 6 lessons we will cover the events of Jesus’ Last Night with His disciples.     
For this lesson we will study the Last Supper covering Service Demonstrated, 
Betrayal Prophesied, and Glory Revealed. 
 
Read John 13:1-17 and Luke 22:7-30. 
1. From these verses what did Jesus know just before the Passover?  What did He 

know from Exodus 12? 
 John 

o Time had come for Him to leave world and go to Father (1) 
o Devil had prompted Judas to betray Him (2) 
o Father had put all things under His power 
o Had come from God and was returning to God 
o Jesus was going to show His full extent of His love 

 Exodus 
o Knew that He was going to be the sacrificial lamb described in Exodus 
o Before the angel of death came Jews were to sacrifice a lamb and spread 

blood over the door post 
o Angel of death would Passover the house that had the blood 
o Just like judgment for sin is passed over those who believe in the blood of 

Jesus and the sacrifice He made for you and me 
2. What does each of the actions below illustrate about Jesus?  See Philippians 2:5-11. 

a. “got up from the evening meal” 
 Left His place of honor = left His throne in heaven 

b. “took off His outer clothing” 
 Laid aside His glory 

c. “wrapped a towel around His waist” 
 Humbled Himself as a man 

d. ”poured water into a basin” 
 Would pour out His blood for us 

e. “stooped down to wash their feet” 
 Obedient even to death on the cross 
 Cleanse us from our sin 

f. “drying them with the towel wrapped around him” 
 Wipe away their sin 
 This shows how much Jesus loved His disciples 

3. Peter was willing to speak up even though he did not understand.  In the exchange 
with Peter what did Jesus mean about foot washing and a person who has had a 
bath? 
 Peter is always willing to speak first it seems 
 Peter protests about foot washing as Jesus is Lord and should not wash feet 

which was a lowly task 
 When Jesus says “unless I wash you, you have no part of me” 
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 Then Peter wants his whole body washed 
 But Jesus says that Peter has had a bath and is already clean (justified).  His 

whole body is already clean.  How are you justified? 
 But the foot washing demonstrates the removing of sin for a saved believer which 

is sanctification process.  How are you sanctified?  Remember 1 John 1:9. 
 One isn’t clean and that is Judas and Jesus knew it 
 Amazing that Jesus knows who is a believer and who isn’t 

4. What lesson does Jesus teach His disciples by washing their feet?  See Luke 22:24. 
What lesson does He teach you? 
 Jesus is Lord and teacher (Jesus put on his clothes of glory) 
 Yet He humbled Himself as servant to His disciples 
 He was willing to serve them 
 He gave them (us) and example of how we are required to serve others 
 No servant is greater than His master.  Humility 
 Am I willing to serve others and do the unpleasant things for them?   

o I watched my wife take care of her mother, who didn’t recognize her and 
didn’t know who Connie was. 

o I know of a woman that took care of her invalid husband who was senile 
and didn’t really recognize her.  She got no thanks. 

o I know of an elderly man who cared for his wife who had alsiemers 
o I know of our pastor willing to serve us in humility 
o I know of a woman willing to teach the Bible without pay as a service to 

others 
o Do I have spiritual pride, I know more about the Bible than anyone else.  

That is not good.  
 Jesus says you will be blessed if you do these things 

 
Lesson:  As a believer you must humbly serve other believers and non-believers. 
 
Betrayal Prophesied 
Read John 13:18-30 and Psalm 41:9. 
5. Jesus qualifies His prophecy by not referring to all of His disciples.  Explain His 

prophecy and why He spoke it. 
 Quotes Psalm 41:9  

o Leaves out the first part of that Psalm of David where David says “even 
my close friend whom I trusted” 

o Jesus knew that Judas would betray Him so He never trusted Him, I 
suppose 

 He tells this prophecy ahead of time so that when it does happen, the other 
disciples will believe that I AM HE 

 Jesus was not surprised by Judas’ betrayal 
 Jesus didn’t make a mistake by calling Judas, but it was part of His plan 
 Notice His further teaching in verse 20. 

o Whoever accepts anyone I send, accepts me 
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o Whoever accepts me, accepts the one who sent Me (Father) 
6. Why do you think Jesus was troubled in spirit? 

 Knew that His betrayal would lead to the cross (remember when He prayed for 
the cup to be taken away if it was His Father’s will) 

 Knew what awaited Judas 
 Knew that Satan would enter Judas and there was evil present 

7. What was the reaction of the disciples to Jesus’ prophesy?  See Matthew 26:21-25. 
 They were at a loss to know who it was 
 Stared at one another 
 Surely it is not I Lord 
 Peter’s reaction (again He leads out) 

o John is reclining against Jesus, position of honor so he is close to Jesus 
o Peter says ask Jesus 
o Then John does ask Jesus 
o Jesus says it is the one who I give this piece of bread  and then He gave it 

to Judas 
o As soon as Judas took it Satan entered Him 
o Jesus tells Judas to do what you are about to do quickly 
o But disciples did not understand what Jesus meant 
o Judas goes out at night (symbolic) 

8. Judas clearly made his own choice to betray Jesus.  What do you know from 
scripture about Judas and his poor choices that lead up to his betrayal? 
 Criticized Mary for wastefulness (John 12:4-5), was only thinking of himself 
 Treasurer and pilfered money from the till (John 12:6) 
 Agreed with Jews to betray Jesus (Matthew 26:14-16) 
 He willingly made these choices of his own free will 

o It started with taking some money, perhaps a little sin that was justified in 
his mind 

o He must have ignored all of Jesus’ teaching, didn’t listen 
o He concealed his plan 
o He ignored the love of Jesus washing his feet 
o He accepted the bread from Jesus and yet took it 
o Never had a sinners repentance 
o He allowed Satan to enter him 
o Judas goes out from Jesus into night (eternal darkness) 

 Judas is a good example of how election vs. free will 
o From Jesus point of view He knew ahead of time of Judas’ betrayal 
o But from Judas point of view, Judas made his own choices 
o God knows the choices that you will make 

 
Lesson:  Jesus knows in advance who will choose to come to Himself. 
 
Glory Revealed 
Read John 13:31-38 and John 14:1-4. 
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9. With Judas now gone and only the 11 believing disciples present, what does Jesus 
mean by the following statements? 

a. “Now is the Son of Man glorified” 
 He would be glorified on the cross as the Son of Man 
 Cross is not very glorious from human perspective = gruesome criminal 

death, but from eternal perspective He was sent to die for me 
b. “God is glorified in Him” 

 God’s plan comes to fruition  
 God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son. 

c. “God will glorify the Son in Himself” 
 God will raise Jesus from the dead  
 That will certainly glorify Jesus 

d. “and will glorify Him at once” 
 Events of cross, death, resurrection and ascension will occur at once and 

in rapid succession 
10. What command does Jesus give?  How do you put that command into practice?  

See 1 Corinthians 13. 
 Command to love one another as Jesus has loved them (just washed their 

feet) 
 God so loved the world 
 Personal:  do you pray to love others?  You can only do that because of 

the love of God 
11. Notice that Peter seems to ignore Jesus’ new command and wants to know where 

Jesus is going.   
a. What is the bad news for Peter and the others?  See Luke 22:31-34. 

 They cannot go where Jesus is going now 
 Satan has asked to sift Peter as wheat and Jesus allows it 
 Peter will deny Jesus 3 times 
 Others will also flee and deny Jesus 
 Jesus will deal with Peter’s pride 

b. What is the good news for Peter and the others? 
 You will follow later 
 Don’t let your hearts be troubled:  trust in God, Me (1) 
 I am going to prepare a place for you (2) 
 I will come back and take you with me where I am 
 This applies to all of the eleven, but not to Judas 

12. How has Jesus’ Glory been revealed to you? 
 Through studying the scripture and learning who Jesus is 
 Understanding the prophecy of the whole Bible being a book about Jesus 
 Through answered prayer  
 Through faith and amazing events like my being born again = greatest miracle for 

me 
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Lesson:  God’s glory is shown through the death, resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus. 
 
Challenge:  How will you show love to others as Jesus has loved you? 
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In the last lesson we began the study of the Last Night.   We studied the Last Supper 
covering Service Demonstrated, Betrayal Prophesied, and Glory Revealed.   He 
prophesied that He would be betrayed, that Peter would deny Him and that “where I am 
going you cannot come.”   In this lesson Jesus Comforts His Disciples by telling them 
He will be Preparing a Place, Knowing Jesus is knowing the Father, Loving Jesus 
who sends the Holy Spirit, and Giving Peace through Jesus’ obedience to the Father. 
 
Preparing a Place – The Only Way 
Read John 14:1-6 and Revelation 21:9-27. 
1. What does Jesus promise to His disciples and you? 

 That they should not be troubled and they should trust in God and trust in Him 
 There is plenty of space in His Father’s house (heaven) 
 He is going to prepare a place for them and us 
 He will prepare that place and come back to take them (us) with Him  
 They will be with Him in heaven 

2. What other scripture talks about Jesus’ return for the disciples and for you? 
 Tribulation  

o Daniel 12:1b-3:  Israel 
o Zechariah 14:1-6:  comes back with holy ones 
o Matthew 24:29-51:  elect = Israel 
o Revelation 20:4-6:   
o Revelation 21:1-5 

 Rapture 
o 1 Corinthians 15:51-56:  changed with imperishable body 
o 2 Corinthians 5:1-10:  absent from the body, present with the Lord 
o 2 Thessalonians 4:13-18:  Meet him in the air 

 Kind of a mystery, but He promises to prepare a place for us 
3. Thomas asks how he can know the way where Jesus is going.  What does Jesus 

say is the way?  What does that mean to you? 
 Another “I AM” statement. 
 Jesus is the way = that’s how you get to heaven (John 3:16) 

o How many times does Jesus say that? 
o Yet people don’t believe it 
o Jesus it the only way 
o There are not many paths to heaven in spite of what people might think 
o Funeral sermon where they only read the vs. 1-4.  Must read vs. 6 with it. 
o Jesus is the way to the Father 

 Jesus is the truth = He is faithful and true 
 Jesus is the life = He gives eternal life with Him and the Father 

 
Lesson:  Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father’s 
house except through Him. 
 
Knowing Jesus – Knowing the Father 
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Read John 14:7-14. 
4. What statement about himself does Jesus make?  See John 1:18, 10:30. 

 If you really knew me you would know my Father as well 
 From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him (in Jesus) 
 Jesus is the exact representation of God the Father even though no one can see 

God and live 
o Jesus took on human form temporarily 
o Jesus is God 
o We will look at this more in the next section about the trinity 

5. What further confirmation does Jesus make to Philip in verses 9-11?  How do these 
verses give you confidence of your faith? 
 Further confirmation 

o Don’t you know me after I have been with you so long 
o Anyone that has seen me has seen the Father (reiteration) 
o How can you say show us the Father (almost astonished but willing to give 

further evidence) 
o Don’t you believe that I am in Father and Father in me (separate) 
o The words I say are not my own, but is the Father living in me 
o Father is doing the work 
o Believe me when I say I am in the Father and the Father is in me or at 

least believe in the evidence of the miracles themselves 
 Confidence of your faith 

o Shows that Jesus is God (many religions don’t believe that) 
o A strong faith requires there to be evidence 
o He says at least believe in the evidence of the miracles that Philip saw 
o Philip will see the resurrection and ascension in several days from now 
o Do I believe in the miracles at least? 

6. Jesus says that “I will do whatever you ask in my name.” How would that promise 
encourage the disciples?  Did that promise come true for Philip and the apostles?  
See John 15:16, 6:23, 24 and miracles in Acts. 
 In our prayer that we say “in Jesus name we pray.” 

o Instead, He means they will carry on His work that He began 
o This seems to be directed at the apostles and may not apply directly to 

us??  But I do believe in the power of prayer 
o It does say anyone who has faith in me will do whatever I have been doing 
o That person will do what Jesus has been doing and even greater things 

because Jesus is going to Father and the HS comes 
o Does this apply to us today?   

 It can apply, if we are doing what Jesus did 
 Not necessarily healing and other miracles but testifying to truth of 

Jesus 
 Perhaps sharing the gospel with others 
 All of this is to bring glory to the Father and not to us 

 Examples of things the apostles did after Jesus ascended and after HS came 
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o Peter’s speech to the crowd in Acts 2 
o Peter heals the crippled beggar in Acts 3.  “In the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth” Acts 3:6 
o Peter “filled with the Holy Spirit” is firm before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:8,12).  

Salvation is by no other name 
o Peter healed many in Acts 5:12-16 
o Philip did miraculous signs and proclaimed Christ in Acts 8:4-8 
o Philip and the Ethiopian told him the good news about Jesus (Acts 8:26-

40) 
Lesson:  Knowing Jesus is knowing the Father. 
 
Loving Jesus – Receiving the Holy Spirit 
Read John 14:15-26. 
Note:  In the original Greek, the word “another” meant “another of the same kind.”  The 
Greek word for “Counselor” is “Paraclete” which means “one called alongside to guide, 
represent, speak for, strengthen, and aide.”  The original King James Bible translates 
“Paraclete” as “Comforter”, but the New King James Bible translates it as “Helper”. 
7. How would you describe the Holy Spirit?  There are many references to The Holy 

Spirit in the Bible, a few of which are listed below for help. 
 Another of the same kind as Jesus = another Jesus to replace Jesus when He is 

gone 
 The exact representation of Jesus 

o Jesus is exact representation of God 
o Holy Spirit is exact representation of God 
o He is Holy and only God is Holy 

 Third person of Trinity:  One true God with three distinct natures 
o One God in nature, essence, character, will, words, actions, purpose 
o But distinct in function 

 He is alongside of us and indwells in us.  He does not come and go, but we can 
push Him away or grieve Him 

 Jesus calls Him the Spirit of Truth 
 He is a person 

a. Was there at creation (Genesis 1:2) 
b. Teaches (John 14:26) 
c. Hears and speaks (John 16:13) 
d. Testifies about Christ (John 15:26) 
e. Encourages (Acts 9:31) 
f. Counsels (John 14:16) 
g. Convicts people of sin (John 16:8) 
h. Prays for us (Romans 8:27) 
i. Sends people out (Acts 13:4) 
j. Experiences grief (Ephesians 4:30) 
k. Can be resisted (Acts 7:51) 
l. Can be tested (Acts 5:9) 
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 He does the following for believers 
a. Dwells in us (John 14:16-17) 
b. Convicts us of sin (John 16:7-11) 
c. Gives us new life, born again (John 3:5-6) 
d. Makes us realize God’s love (Romans 5:5) 
e. Power to witness (Acts 1:8) 
f. Teaches us what to say (Luke 12:12) 
g. Reveals God’s secrets (1 Corinthians 2:1-16) 
h. Keeps us in touch with God (Romans 8:26) 
i. Teaches us about Christ (John 14:26) 
j. Enables us to find truth (1 John 4:1-6) 
k. Encourages us (Acts 9:31) 
l. Gives us peace and joy Romans (14:17) 
m. Draws us into fellowship (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
n. Enables us to live Christian life (Romans 8:5-9) 
o. Works His fruit in us (Romans 15:16) 
p. Gives gifts (1 Corinthians 12:4-11) 

8. Jesus promises that He “will not leave (disciples) as orphans.”  How does He 
comfort them in verses 18-21? 
 Won’t leave them as orphans 
 He will come to them (after resurrection) 
 World will not see Him (death), but then you will see me (resurrection) 
 Because He lives (resurrection), they will live 
 On that day (resurrection appearances or Pentecost) you will realize that I am in 

my father and you are in me and I am in you 
o Jesus is God 
o We are in Jesus = Saved 
o I am in you = Holy Spirit, exact representation of Jesus is in you. 

 Obey my commands and love me 
o If you do you will be loved by my Father 
o I will love you too 
o I will show myself to you. 

9. Why does Jesus intend to show Himself to His disciples and not to the world?  How 
does that comfort you? 
 He shows Himself to those who love Him and obey His teachings 
 Those who don’t love Him will not obey His teaching 
 His Father told Him these words 
 But if I do love Jesus and obey His commands (23-27) 

o God the Father will love me 
o All three persons of the trinity will make their home with me (23) 
o Holy Spirit will be sent in Jesus’ name to teach me all things and remind 

me of everything that Jesus said 
Lesson:  When you love and obey Jesus, you will receive the Holy Spirit. 
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Giving Peace – Jesus’ Obedience 
Read John 14:27-31. 
10. How does Jesus encourage His disciples? 

 He will leave them peace 
 He will give them His peace as He is at peace 

o Real peace comes for God not from our own work 
o Not from money, fame or fortune 

 Don’t be troubled and do not be afraid 
o How many times does Jesus say not to be afraid 
o See Revelation 1:17 
o Don’t worry in Matthew 6:25-34 

11. How does Jesus reassure His disciples about His leaving?  See John 10:17-18. 
 Tells them in advance what will happen so that when it does happen, they will 

believe 
 If you love Him, you will be glad that He is going to the Father who is greater than 

Him 
 He is going away, but He is coming back 

o Going to the cross, going to ascend to the Father 
o He is coming back after the resurrection and before the ascension 
o He is coming back a second time (Revelation 19 and 20) 

 Even though the devil wants Him dead, the devil has no hold on Him 
 Jesus was born to go to the cross and does exactly what His Father has willed 

o See Luke 22:42 about His obedience to the cross 
o He had authority to give up His life and take it up again See John 10:17-18 
o He defeated Satan on the cross 

12. How is Jesus obedient to His Father? 
 He is doing exactly what His Father commanded 
 John 10:17-18 again. 
 Then He says “come, let us leave”.  Let’s go to the cross. 

Lesson:  Through obedience to the Father, Jesus gives us His peace. 
 
Challenge:  How will you allow Jesus to comfort you? 
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Previously on His Last Night Jesus Comforts His Disciples by telling them He will be 
Preparing a Place, Knowing Jesus is knowing the Father, Loving Jesus who sends 
the Holy Spirit, and Giving Peace through Jesus’ obedience to the Father. 

 
At the end of Chapter 14 He says “Come now; let 
us leave.”  They would seem to be leaving 
Jerusalem heading towards the Garden of 
Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36).  As it was early 
spring, perhaps they were walking past the grape 
vines when Jesus further comforted and taught 
His disciples as He is going to the cross the next 
morning.  In this lesson Jesus teaches to Remain 
in the True Vine and Remain in Jesus’ Love. 

 
 

Remain in the True Vine 
Read John 15:1-8, Isaiah 5:1-7, Psalm 80, and Matthew 21:33-46. 
1. What do you learn about the illustration of the vineyard from the following scriptures? 

a. Isaiah 5:1-7 
 Mentions His vineyard (Father) (1) 
 Father cleared of stones and planted the vineyard with choicest vines (2) 
 Looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded bad fruit (2) 
 Father was a good gardener and did everything for His vineyard = Israel 

(4) 
 Goes on to say what He will do with vineyard (this is before the exile of the 

Jews to Babylon) 
 God planted Israel to produce good fruit but they produced bad fruit 

b. Psalm 80:8-19 
 Brought a vine out of Egypt (8) = Exodus 
 Cleared the ground, it took root and filled the land (9) 
 Watch over this vine, the root your right hand has planted, the son you 

have raised up yourself (15) = Jesus 
 Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire (16) 
 Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have 

raised up for yourself (17) = Jesus 
 We will not turn away from you, revive us and we will call on your name 

(18) 
 That we may be saved (19) 
 They were exiled for their unbelief and are waiting to be restored 
 Picture of Israel and God after the exile 

c. Matthew 21:33-46 
 Landowner = Father who planted a vineyard = Jews 
 But the tenants killed His servants = prophets 
 Sent His son, who the tenants killed 
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 Kingdom of God taken away from Jews and given to people who produce 
fruit 

 Jesus was talking in a parable about the Jewish leaders who did not 
produce fruit.  Disciples would have heard this prior to the last 
supper. 

2. Who is the gardener, true vine and branches? 
 Gardener = Father in heaven (1) 
 True Vine = Jesus himself (1,5) 

o This is the last of the I AM statements 
o Bread of Life 
o Light of world 
o The Gate 
o Good shepherd 
o Resurrection and life 
o Way the truth and the life 

 Branches = people (5) 
3. What does Jesus mean “to bear much fruit?”  See Ephesians 2:10 and 5:9. 

 “It is to my Father’s glory that you bear much fruit showing to be my disciples.” 
(8) 

 Believe in Jesus 
 Share Jesus with others 
 Love others, which we will take about next 
 Live a godly life 

4. How do you bear much fruit? 
 You are already clean because of your belief in Jesus (3) 
 Remain in Jesus and He will remain in you.  Cannot bear fruit by yourself (4) 
 Can’t bear fruit unless you remain in Jesus (4,5,7) 
 Can’t do anything apart from Jesus 
 You are attached to Jesus and have access to God the gardener through Jesus 
 Jesus words must remain in you (7) study scripture and obey 
 Share Jesus with others 
 Live a godly life 
 Some people appear to do things without Jesus 

o Business person with successful career making a lot of money 
o Very smart astrophysicist teaching how the universe was created without 

God 
o Doctor that heals people without Jesus 

5. The gardener “cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit?”  Is Jesus saying it is 
possible for a believer to lose his salvation? Explain. 
 Remember Judas was cut off 

o Judas appeared to be a disciple 
o But was not actually ever in Jesus 
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o Judas did not remain with Jesus and was like a branch thrown away, 
withers and thrown into fire 6) 

 There are people today that attend church and appear as Christians but don’t 
have Jesus in their heart. 

 Remember John 10:28-29.  Read  
 Some say that you can lose your salvation 

o Hebrews talks about drifting away, falling away 
o But then goes on to talk about the one perfect sacrifice of Jesus for all 

time 
o If you could lose your salvation, then Jesus sacrifice would not be perfect 

6. In gardening, pruning off fruit allows a plant to produce more fruit.  How might a 
Christian be pruned to produce more fruit?  Have you been or are you currently 
being pruned?  See Romans 8:28 and John 16:33. 
 Pruning may not be fun for you, it might be a trial that you are going through so 

that you remain in Jesus and trust Him 
o Might lose your job 
o Might lose you spouse 

 Jesus would always be teaching us, do we allow Him to teach us? 
 Paul was certainly pruned (2 Corinthians 11:16-33) 
 Others pruned by disease.  Dave Chilcoat example, was pruned by ALS, but 

produced much fruit from that and even wrote a book. 
 Spiritual pride, think I know a lot, I am smart on my own, until I am proven wrong 

= pruning 
 
Lesson:  Believers must remain in Jesus in order to bear fruit and bring glory to 
God. 
 
Remain in Jesus’ Love 
Read John 15:9-17. 
7. How would you describe the Father’s love for Jesus and Jesus’ love for his disciples 

and you? 
 Agape 

o is called out of one’s heart by the preciousness of the object loved. It is a 
love of esteem, of evaluation. It has the idea of prizing. It is the noblest 
word for love in the Greek language. 

o is not kindled by the merit or worth of its object, but it originates in its own 
God-given nature. God is love. 

o It delights in giving. 
o This love keeps on loving even when the loved one is unresponsive, 

unkind, unlovable, and unworthy. It is unconditional love. 
o desires only the good of the one loved. It is a consuming passion for the 

well-being of others 
 Not like loving your brother or wife or children or dog 
 Unconditional 



John 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him, shall not 

perish but have eternal life.” 

Lesson 16 
Last Night:  True Vine 

8. How do the disciples and you remain in Jesus’ love? 
 Obey His commands 
 Like He is obeying His Fathers’ commands and going to the cross 
 He is about to give the disciples and you a big command 

o Agape each other as He has agaped you. 
o Jesus loves you and He gives you that love 
o He expects you to bear fruit and love others 
o You can only love others as Jesus loves you 
o If you don’t love, will you be cut off.  Peter did but was restored 
o Disciples, except for John were martyred.  Gave up their lives for Jesus 

and sharing His love with others. 
o Disciples produced good and lasting fruit 

9. Jesus tells His disciples to remain in His love so that their joy may be complete.  
What is your joy and how is it complete?  See Philippians 1:3-6 and 4:4-7. 
 Joy of knowing Jesus and sharing Jesus with others 
 Sharing the Bible with other believers 
 He is bring the good work He started in me to completion 

10. Jesus says that the greatest love is to lay down your life for your friends.  Jesus is 
about to do that for His friends.  Would Jesus call you a friend?  Explain. 
 Yes 
 I know Him and He has revealed Himself to me 
 I remain in Him and I am clean on my position, but my condition is still sinful and I 

need him for forgiveness 
 He has made Himself known to me (15) 
 Song = What a friend we have in Jesus. 

 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
Oh, what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 

 Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful, 
Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
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Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 

 Blessed Savior, Thou hast promised 
Thou wilt all our burdens bear; 
May we ever, Lord, be bringing 
All to Thee in earnest prayer. 

Soon in glory bright, unclouded, 
There will be no need for prayer— 

Rapture, praise, and endless worship 
Will be our sweet portion there. 

11. Notice that Jesus chose the disciples and appointed them to go and bear lasting 
fruit.  How has Jesus chosen you and then appointed you to go and bear lasting 
fruit? 
 He did it out of love for me and elected me 
 He loved me first, I did not love Him first 
 Ephesians 2:8-10, Paul reiterates election in Ephesians 1:3-14 
 God Chose you before time began = election 
 Prepared good works for me to do 

o Come to church 
o Love people in church 
o Support the pastors 
o Love your neighbors 
o Give glory to God 
o Give time and money 

12. How do you interpret verse 7 and 16 in light of Jesus’ love for you and His command 
to love others?  See John 14:13. 
 Some would use this to preach the health and wealth gospel 
 Name it and claim it. 
 But if you are asking in the name of Jesus as He would want, then He will do it 

o Remember that Jesus gave up His life for you 
o Jesus suffered on the cross for you 
o Jesus wanted to go to the cross for you 
o These are not things that a worldly person would want 

 Ask Jesus in His Name to put love in your heart. 
 
Lesson:  Believers are to obediently remain in Jesus’ love by loving others. 
 
Challenge:  How will you bear much fruit this week? 
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In the last lesson Jesus and His disciples would seem to be leaving Jerusalem heading 
towards the Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36).  As it was early spring, perhaps 
they were walking past the grape vines when Jesus further comforted and taught His 
disciples as He is going to the cross the next morning.  Jesus teaches to Remain in the 
True Vine and Remain in Jesus’ Love.  Now this time Jesus makes an astonishing 
statement:  The World Will Hate the Disciples.  But Jesus promises to send the Spirit 
of Truth to reveal The Testimony for Jesus.  Jesus also explains The Coming Holy 
Spirit and The Work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The World Will Hate the Disciples 
Read John 15:18-25. 
1. What do you think Jesus means by the “world”?   

 Greek world is “cosmos” 
 The current worldly system or society that opposes God 
 Certainly, the Jewish system in Israel at that time 
 The Greek and Roman systems that opposed God with their many Gods 
 It was not the actual creation that God made 

2. Why will the world hate the disciples? 
 No servant is greater than master 
 They are not greater than Jesus and the world hated Jesus first (18) 
 If they were of the world, the world would love them, but Jesus chose them out of 

this world = election (19) 
 They will hate you because of my Name = Jesus Saves 

o Don’t know who sent Him (Jesus) 
o Saves from what = SIN 
o See the miracles, but don’t believe 
o Hated both Jesus and Father who sent Him 

 The first hate them, then persecute them and then kill them in John 16:2 
o Read Acts about Peter and Paul and others 
o Stoning of Stephen in Acts = first martyr that the Bible mentions 

3. How does the world today hate, persecute, and in some cases kill Christians today? 
 American has been free from hatred and persecution, but that seems to be 

changing.   
 In the end times, “because of the increase of wickedness, the hearts of men will 

grow cold.”  This increases in frequency and intensity (Matthew 24:12) 
 World does not like Christians because they are different and don’t subscribe to 

world system of thinking 
o Astronomers think they can explain universe’s existence without God 
o Life began by chance 
o Moral values change 

 The world Hates Jesus first, then hates those who believe in Him 
o He is too exclusive, there are many ways to God 
o Devil has developed a great plan for sending a “powerful delusion” 

 World is spiritually blind or ignorant 
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o Don’t know God 
o Don’t want to know God 
o Don’t need God, we can do it ourself 
o Creation did not occur with God 

 World wants to conceal sin 
o If Jesus did not come, world would not be convicted of sin 
o But He did come and convicts them 
o They want to cover up sin = homosexuality, etc. 
o They don’t want to be seen as guilty 
o World rejects the one sent to save them from their sin 

 
Lesson:  Christian disciples will suffer hatred, persecution and perhaps murder 
by the world. 
 
The Testimony for Jesus 
Read John 15:26-16:4. See Acts 2:38-39. 
4. What does Jesus explain to the disciples? 

 Counselor will come and testify for Jesus 
 Disciples must testify for Jesus because they were with Him from beginning 
 Jesus tells disciples so they don’t go astray as they are killed 
 World does this because they don’t know Father or Jesus 
 I have told you this so you remember that I warned you 
 I did not tell you at first because I was with you.  Implies that He is not going to 

be with them which we will see in the next section  
5. How do you think the disciples felt about the fact that they would be hated, 

persecuted and killed? 
 Tough teaching 
 Filled with grief in verse 6 (next section) 
 Not much to look forward to by world’s standards 
 Will probably give up their lives = all were killed as martyrs except for John 

6. Are you willing to accept hatred and persecution for testifying for Jesus?  See 
Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8. 
 World tells us not to talk about Jesus 
 When you pray, don’t pray in Jesus’ name 
 Don’t interfere with other people’s belief 
 Don’t mix business and religion, too controversial 
 If you were on trial for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to 

convict you? 
 Being a Christian is not easy 

o Disciples had a tough gig, but did it with joy 
o Read about the stoning of Stephen in Acts 7 
o You also have a tough gig, but God is pruning you to give the strength to 

testify for Him 
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Lesson:  Believers in Jesus are called to testify for Him 
 
The Coming Holy Spirit 
Read John 16:5-7, 14:15-17, and Acts 2:1-4. 
7. What does Jesus mean when He says, “Now I am going to Him who sent me…”? 

 He is going to the cross in just a few hours 
 That will save the world (believers) from sin 
 He knows they are filled with grief about this 

o They don’t even ask where He is going 
o They will understand later 

8. What assurance does Jesus give the disciples? 
 I tell you the truth, gets their attention 
 It is for your good that He goes 
 If He doesn’t go, the Counselor will not come 
 If Jesus goes, HE (JESUS) will send the counselor to them 
 Notice that occurs 50 days after Jesus’ death at Pentecost 

9. How would Jesus’ words, in John 14:15-17, reassure the disciples?  How do those 
words reassure you? 
 Counselor, Spirit of truth will be with you FOREVER 
 Spirit never leaves you.  But you sometimes leave Him. 
 Spirit doesn’t come and go 
 Great reassurance for me 

Lesson:  When you become a believer in Jesus, He will send the Holy Spirit to be 
with you forever. 
 
The Work of Holy Spirit 
Read John 16:8-16. 
10. Explain the work of the Holy Spirit to convict the world of: 

a. Sin of Unbelief.  See Acts 2:36-37. 
 Notice that it is the sin of unbelief not our many sins 
 Although I have a still small voice that convicts me when I intend to sin 
 People were convicted for unbelief by HS and not by Peter himself 
 Do unbelievers consider unbelief a sin? 

o Instead, they seem to consider unbelief a right 
o If unbelief works for you, you have a right to be atheist 

 We can share the good news but only the HS can convict someone of the 
sin of unbelief 

b. Righteousness.  See Isaiah 64:6 and Romans 3:23. 
 Jesus was perfect and went back to Father because He led a perfect life 
 But we are sinners and cannot be righteous like Jesus is 
 HS spirit shows us our unrighteousness and that we can have 

righteousness through Jesus Christ alone 
c. Judgment.  See 1 Corinthians 10:13. 
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 Prince of the world is Satan and He now stands condemned 
 Satan’s power is broken at the cross 
 Satan and his demons are still active to tempt us 
 Holy Spirit tells us that judgment is coming 

o Believers can tell about that judgment 
o HS can convict unbelievers 
o Remember, we are to testify for Jesus 

11. In your opinion, what additional things did Jesus have to say, but was more than the 
disciples can now bear? 
 Jesus had not yet gone to the cross and rose again 
 Disciples did not yet have the Holy Spirit so they could not understand at this 

point 
 Jesus would later explain it by HS 

o Justification by faith in Romans 
o Forgiveness of sins 
o Glorification and rapture 
o Teachings in Ephesians (2:8-10) 
o Philippians 1:6, 1:21 
o 1 Corinthians 12 = body of Christ 

12. What three promises about the Holy Spirit does Jesus make?  How are you 
encouraged by these promises? 
 He will guide you in all truth (13a) 

o That is all truth 
o Won’t speak on His own, but what He hears (From Christ and from Father) 
o Does the HS teach you all truth 

 Sometimes things are hard to figure out in Bible 
 But with time and effort HS teaches you 

o I can learn all truth eventually, but I will need eternity for that since I am 
slow to learn 

 He will tell you what is yet to come (13b) 
o New Testament writers have many events which are still future to us 
o Rapture 2 Thessalonians 3:17 
o Antichrist in Daniel, Matthew 24, Revelation 
o Israel’s future (fulfilled somewhat in 1946) 
o Tribulation: 
o Return of Jesus:  Revelation 
o I can know and understand the future that Jesus has chosen to reveal 

 He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you 
(14) 

o Magnifies Jesus to us 
o Glorifies Jesus rather than Himself 
o My love for Jesus only increases as I know more about Him 

Lesson:  Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus by preparing people to share Jesus with 
others. 
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Challenge:  How will you testify for Jesus this week? 
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Last time Jesus makes an astonishing statement:  The World Will Hate the Disciples.  
But Jesus promises to send the Spirit of Truth to reveal The Testimony for Jesus.  
Jesus also explains The Coming Holy Spirit and The Work of the Holy Spirit.  This 
time we will see the Disciples Grief to Joy in three divisions:  Jesus Knows and 
Answers His Disciples, Disciples Responds to Jesus, and Jesus Has Overcome 
the World. 
 
Jesus Knows and Answers His Disciples 
Read John 16:17-28. 
1. On Easter, we remember the resurrection of Jesus and know that story.  But imagine 

yourself as one of the disciples who had never celebrated Easter before.  What are 
the questions that they have about Jesus’ statements?   
 In a little while you will see me no more 
 After a little while you will see me 
 Because I am going to the Father 
 What is a little while? 

2. What do you learn about Jesus from verse 19?  See Luke 5:22. 
 Jesus knows His disciples 
 Jesus wants to reveal Himself to them 
 Jesus knows you and wants to reveal Himself to you. 
 Jesus loves them and Jesus loves you. 
 Jesus is omniscient and knows all things 
 Jesus knows your every thought 

3. How does Jesus respond figuratively to the disciples? 
 Weep and mourn but then Grief to joy 
 World will rejoice 
 Just like a woman in child birth with pain at first, but then joy when baby comes 
 Now is your time of grief but I will see you again and you will rejoice, no one will 

take away your joy (22) 
4. How would you interpret what Jesus is telling His disciples in verse 17, concerning:  

a. “In a little while you will see me no more” 
 In a few hours you will not see me  
 as I go to the cross and die 

b. “Then after a little while you will see me” 
 You will see me as I am resurrected 
 Many appearances over 40 days 

c. “Your grief will turn to joy…“No one will take away your joy” 
 Again many resurrection appearances  
 10 days later at Pentecost they will receive the Holy Spirit 
 Then Peter gives his sermon seeing Jesus in a new and fuller way 

d. “I am going to the Father” 
 Jesus ascends to heaven in Acts 1:10 
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5. Are you able to think of other verses where Jesus explains his death and 
resurrection to His disciples? 
 Matthew 16:21-28, Mark 8:31-9:1, Luke 9:22-27 
 Matthew 20:17-19, Mark 10:32-34, Luke 18:31-33 
 John 12:20-33 
 Why did they not understand?  Why do we not understand? 

6. How do Jesus’ words apply to you? 
a. “In a little while you will see me no more” 

 Jesus ascended and went to Father for the last almost 2000 years = a little 
while 

 We don’t see Jesus 
 We have grief living in this world 

b. “Then after a little while you will see me” 
 At our death we will see Jesus, need a verse, Philippians 1:21 
 2 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15 = rapture 
 Zechariah 14:5 

c. “Your grief will turn to joy “No one will take away your joy” 
 Rapture 
 Revelation 20-21 
 Philippians 1:21 
 My grief will turn to joy, no one can take that away, John 10:28-29 

7. To what is Jesus referring when he says “in that day?”  See verse 23. 
 After He is ascended and probably after Pentecost, not sure about that 
 Father will give whatever you ask in my name (23) 
 Verse 26-27 says  

o They can ask in Jesus name 
o Jesus will no longer ask in our behalf 
o Instead, we will ask the Father in Jesus name 
o Father loves you because you have loved me and believe that I came 

from God 
8. How significant are verses 26-28 for you?  See Matthew 27:51a and Psalm 110:1. 

 Through Jesus, I have direct access to God the Father 
 I can ask the Father in Jesus name, because I love Jesus and believe He came 

from the Father. 
 Father gives whatever I ask in His name?? 
 Jesus is going to Father to sit at His right hand 

 
Lesson:  Jesus has persistently and progressively revealed Himself. 
 
Disciples Respond to Jesus 
Read John 16:29-31. 
9. How do the disciples respond to Jesus’ answers? 
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 They see that He knows all things and don’t even need anyone to ask you 
questions 

 We believe that you came from God 
 Jesus says they believe at last 

o This is just a few hours before going to be arrested 
o They believed at the last minute 

10.  How have you or would you respond to Jesus?  Do “you believe at last?” 
 Personal 
 Do you believe at last? 

 
Lesson:  The truth about Jesus always demands a response from sinners. 
 
Jesus Has Overcome the World 
Read John 16:32-33. 
11. Jesus tells His disciples that a time is coming when they will be scattered.  How 

does He reassure them and you? 
 In me you may have peace 
 You will have trouble but take heart I have overcome the world 
 This is a promise of Jesus.  He tells us in advance we are going to have trouble 

in the world. 
 Jesus tells us the future troubles our world will have, but He has overcome the 

world 
 We have peace in Jesus 

12. When has your grief turned to joy?  See Romans 8:28. 
 God always works for your good even in trouble 
 God promises trouble but it is for your good 

Lesson:  Believers may have peace in Jesus because He has overcome the world. 
 
Challenge:  How will you trust in Jesus to give you joy this week? 
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In our last lesson we discovered the Disciples Grief to Joy in three divisions:  Jesus 
Knows and Answers His Disciples, Disciples Responds to Jesus, and Jesus Has 
Overcome the World.  In this lesson we will study Jesus’ Priestly Prayer.  Jesus 
Prays for Himself, Jesus Prays for His Disciples, and Jesus Prays for Believers. 
This prayer is the culmination of everything Jesus has been telling His disciples since 
Chapter 13.  It appears to be much different than the prayer at Gethsemane in the other 
gospels. 
 
Jesus Prays for Himself 
Read John 17:1-5, Matthew 26:36-46, Mark 14:32-42 and Luke 22:40-46. 
1. How is this prayer in John different than the prayer at Gethsemane?  What is your 

conclusion? 
 Gethsemane 

o Just in front of Peter and two sons of Zebedee 
o Was sorrowful and troubled, in anguish, sweat likes drops of blood 
o Fell on his face to ground 
o Not eager for the cross 

 John 
o In front of all disciples 
o Prayer of returning to glory 
o Looked up to heaven 
o No anguish 
o Eager to finish the work 
o Calm prayer 

 Conclusion 
o Two prayers are different 
o Not teaching us how to pray.  Jesus did that in Matthew 6 = Lord’s prayer 
o Gethsemane is prayer of Jesus as fully man 
o John prayer is prayer of Jesus as fully God 

 Only God the Son could pray like this 
 Jesus requests from God because He is God and it will be granted 
 We petition God because we are not equal with God 
 No confession of sin 
 Talks as God 
 He and His Father are one 

2. To glorify means to merit praise, honor or renown.  How will Jesus be glorified so 
that the Father is glorified? 
 He will be going to the cross and complete the work that God set fourth before 

creation 
o Death on cross for sins of man 
o Resurrection to show who He was and His divine Character 
o Ascension back to the Father 
o Sending Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
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o Notice that Jesus request for glory is not self-seeking but it is to glorify His 
Father 

 This shows the love of the Father for us.  John 3:16 comes alive before us.  God 
has given us mercy and grace. 

 Disciples could only see this glory after they received the Holy Spirit 
3. What authority has Jesus been given?  What does that mean to you? 

 Authority over all people whether they like it or not 
o Not just Christians or believers 
o Authority over them whether they believe Him or not 

 Authority to grant eternal life to those that the Father has given Him (election) 
o This seems to be election 
o Read Romans 8:29-30 
o Read Ephesians 1:4-11 
o Eternal life allows people to know you, the only true God and Jesus Who 

you sent (3) 
 Notice that Jesus says this 4 times V. 2, 4, 6, 9, 24 
 Eternal Life is given only to a select group of people 
 And yet we choose, how does that work? 
 Illustration from Connie Berry 

 A large group of people are together and a person holds up 
a beautiful, precious stone asking if anyone wants it 

 No one says anything for a time when finally you say that 
you want it. 

 You walk up to get it and it has your name on it. 
o From God’s eternal view, He knows everything and who will come to Him 
o From our point of view we don’t know 

 That is why we share the gospel with unbelievers 
 That is why we love our neighbors 
 Jesus shared the good news with many of the Jewish leaders that 

did not believe and then put Him to death 
 What does it mean to you? 

o Jesus is in charge over your eternal destiny whether you know it or not 
o John 14:6 
o It is sad that people do not recognize Jesus for who He is 
o It is sad that our society does not want to talk about Jesus in the 

workplace, school or business 
o I am really unloving if I don’t talk about Jesus in the world, even though 

the world will hate me. 
o Eternal life is living for eternity knowing and getting to know God in His 

fullest.  To live is Christ and to die is gain. 
4. How would you describe Jesus’ work?  See John 19:30 and Hebrews 10:14. 

 He completed it and finished it completely. 
 His sacrifice was perfect and once for all 
 There is no need for Him to go to the cross again for your daily sins 
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 His completed work includes asking the Father to send us His Holy Spirit 
 He says it is finished. (John 19:30) 

5. What final request does Jesus make?  See Revelation 5:1-6. 
 Glorify me in your presence with glory I had before world began (5) 
 He now sits at God’s right hand 
 Was given a resurrection body 

Lesson:  Jesus has authority to give eternal life to those God has chosen. 
 
Jesus Prays for His Disciples 
Read John 17:6-19. 
6. For whom is Jesus praying? 

 The ones you gave me out of this world 
 They were yours and you gave them to me 
 They obeyed your word 
 They know everything you have given me comes from you 
 They accepted the words you gave me.  “You believe at last.” (16:31) 
 They knew with certainty that I came from you, they believed you sent me 
 Praying for those you have given me (again) (9) 
 He is not praying for the world 

o John 3:16 says God so loved the world, and He does 
o But Jesus is just praying for the ones God gave to Him 
o This could be the Samaritan women, Perfume Mary, Mary Magdelene, His 

mother besides just the disciples 
o These people are to bring the gospel forward to the world when Jesus has 

ascended 
 All I have is yours and all you have is mine (they are both yours and mine) 
 Glory has come to me from them 

7. For what does Jesus pray? 
 HOLY FATHER Protect them by the power of your name, name you gave me so 

that they may be one (11) 
o Jesus is going back to Father and asks that they be protected by the 

power of His name = Jesus means “Lord Saves” 
o Jesus protected them while He was with them 
o None were lost except the one doomed to destruction 
o He is saying this prayer so they can hear the full measure of His joy 
o Notice that there is unity in Jesus 

 Don’t take them out of this world, but protect them from evil one (15) 
o They are not of the world, but don’t take them out 
o Protect them 
o As you sent me into the world, I have sent them to be ambassadors and 

tellers of the truth 
 Sanctify them by truth (17) 

o Again the Holy Spirit will come to them 
o Jesus sanctifies Himself so that they may be truly sanctified 
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8. Jesus is going to pray for those who will believe (us) in the next few verses.  Do you 
see any application for you in these verses?  Explain. 
 Father gave me to Jesus 
 I obeyed His word 
 I know Jesus is God and He came from God 
 I feel God’s protection and am one in Christ, No one can snatch me out of His 

hand 
 World may hate me, but you have left me in it, and sent me to be an ambassador 
 I am protected from Satan 
 I have received the Holy Spirit = Spirit of truth 

 
Lesson:  Jesus has prayed for those whom God has given to Him. 
 
Jesus Prays for Believers 
Read John 17:20-26. 
9. For whom is Jesus praying? 

 Now Jesus prays for not only His current disciples, but for all who believe 
because of His disciple’s message.   

 That means you and me.   
10. For what does Jesus pray and why does He pray it? 

 Unity 
o That they all may be one 
o Jesus and Father are one:  May they be in us so the world may believe 
o They have been given glory that you gave me 
o Complete unity so that the world knows you sent me and I have loved 

them even as you loved me (John 3:16) “God so loved the world…” 
o What does unity mean? 

 Brothers and sisters in Christ 
 But not conformity, we are different 
 Different denominations 

 For them to be with me (Jesus) where I am 
o Why, to see Jesus’ glory which Father has given because you loved me 

before creation of the world 
o Eternal life with Jesus (Revelation 5:1-6 again) 

 Righteous Father, I will continue to make you known to them 
o Holy Spirit living in us does that 
o Why:  love you have for me may be in them and I may be in them 
o Notice the term Righteous Father 

11. How will you thank Jesus for His prayer for you? 
 He has given me unity with other believers 
 He has given me eternal life 
 He continues to make Himself known 
 He has justified me to a Holy, Righteous Father 
 He has loved me first and given me the ability to love others 
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Lesson:  Jesus wants all believers to be unified in knowing Him and Holy, 
Righteous Father. 
 
Challenge:  How will you continue to thank Jesus for His completed work for you 
each day and for the rest of your life? 
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In the last lesson, we studied Jesus’ Priestly Prayer, where Jesus Prays for Himself, 
Jesus Prays for His Disciples, and Jesus Prays for Believers. In this lesson and 
after 6 lessons of studying Jesus’ last night, we will look at Jesus’ Arrest and Trials.  
We will see Jesus’ Arrest, Jew’s Trials and Peter’s Denials, and finally Pilate’s 
Denials. 
 
In chapter 18, John covers similar events recorded in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The 
other accounts give interesting details such as Jesus re-attaching Malchus’s ear that 
Peter cut off; Jesus looking straight at Peter after the rooster crows and Peter’s third 
denial; and Pilate’s indecision about Jesus.  John seems to still be focusing on Jesus 
and His Deity.  We will not read the other gospels during the discussion so it would be 
helpful to read them beforehand. 
 
Jesus’ Arrest 
Read John 18:1-11, Matthew 26:47-56, Mark 14:43-51, and Luke 22:47-53. 
1. Describe the scene in the olive grove prior to the actual arrest. 

 Other side of the Kidron Valley, perhaps Mount of Olives 
 Familiar place where Jesus went with His disciples often 
 Perhaps a believer in Jesus who owned it allowed Jesus to use it. 
 Detachment of soldiers guided by Judas  

o Roman Cohort had 600 men.  Could have been that many.  Matthew and 
Mark say large crowd 

o Included officials from chief Priests and Pharisees 
o Carrying torches, lanterns and weapons 

 Night time or before day break 
 Rooster had not crowed yet 

 Jesus knew what was going to happen so He comes out to meet them 
2. What impresses you about Jesus’ response to the approaching detachment and 

officials? 
 Jesus knows what is going to happen and went out to ask them who they want 
 Jesus chose the time and place, men did not 
 Judas is there with detachment and when Jesus says, I am He, they drew back 

and fell to the ground. 
o Another “I AM” statement shows His absolute diety 
o They came for a meek preacher and where met by a majestic powerful 

person that caused them to draw back and fall to the ground 
o Every knew will bow and tongue confess (Romans 14:11) 
o Think what happens when Jesus comes back again in full glory and power 
o He could have prevented His arrest (Matthew 26:53) 
o I lay down my life, only to take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I 

lay it down of my own accord.  I have authority to lay it down and authority 
to take it up again” (John 10:17-18) 

 After they got up, He asks them again and they say Jesus of Nazarath 
o Response is to protect His disciples 
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o If you are looking for me, then let these men go 
 Detachment intended to arrest Jesus Disciples 

o Fulfilled what He said earlier in John 17:12 
 None would be lost except one doomed to destruction 
 He was true to His word 
 He loved His disciples and protected them 
 Mark fled naked, Peter saved 

3. How did Peter respond and how did Jesus deal with His friend Peter? 
 Peter took matters into His own hands 

o Only John says that it is Peter, other gospels don’t 
o Cut off ear of Malchus 

 Jesus response 
o Luke says Jesus touched the man’s ear and healed Him 
o Probably saved Peter’s life, See John 18:26 where someone saw and 

remembered Peter 
o Put your sword away.  Shall I not drink cup Father has given me 

 Jesus knows He must go to cross 
 Is eager to go to the cross for you and me 
 Cup of God’s wrath was drunk by Jesus so we could have cup of 

Salvation through Him. 
4.  Remember that John’s purpose for writing is that “you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God.”  What attributes about God are revealed from this narrative? 
 God is totally sovereign and in Charge of all events 

o Men may have their plans but God’s plan always prevails 
o Judas had a plan, Peter had spur of the moment plan 
o God had a plan outlined in scripture Zechariah 13:7 

 Jesus Loves His own 
 Jesus is faithful and true 
 It was God’s plan that Jesus go to the cross, not the plan of men 

 
Lesson:  Jesus the God Man allowed Himself to be arrested by evil men. 
 
Jew’s Trials and Peter’s Denials 
Read John 18:12-27, Matthew 26:57-75, Mark 14:53-72, and Luke 22:54-62. 
5. What do you know about Annas and Caiaphas? 

 Annas was Father in law to Caiaphas 
o Had been High Priest from 6-15AD until Caiaphas became High priest 
o Probably the man behind the power of Caiaphas 
o Some still considered him to be high priest 
o Romans didn’t want one man to have too much power so they changed 

high priests  
o After Jesus’ death, John and Peter are brought to Annas and Caiaphas in 

Acts 4 where now Peter boldly testifies for Jesus (4:12) 
 Caiaphas 
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o High priest from 18-36 AD 
o Said that it would be good if one man died for the people 
o Held the trial for Jesus described in other gospels 
o Accused Jesus of blasphemy 

6. The questioning by Annas was not really a trial.  It occurred prior to dawn and there 
were no witnesses or accusations made by Annas.  It appears that he wanted to 
entrap Jesus.  How did Jesus respond? 
 John was probably an eye witness to this even while Peter is outside in the 

courtyard denying Jesus (v.15) 
 Jesus did not try to ask for His rights or fight back 

o He told the truth and said He has spoken openly to the world 
o Taught in the synagogues or at the temple where the Jews come together 
o Said nothing in secret 
o Why question me, ask those who heard me.  They know what I said 
o Remember in John 7:45-46 where temple guards were amazed at Jesus 

teaching:  “no one ever spoke the way this man does”.  They didn’t bring 
Jesus in as they were told 

 Even when slapped Jesus replied with dignity 
o Slap was an insult and probably didn’t do any damage 
o If I said something wrong tell me what’s wrong 
o If I spoke the truth, why did you strike me 

 Jesus is then sent to Caiaphas as described in Matthew and Mark 
7. Remember that Peter was willing to fight to save Jesus from arrest.  How is Peter’s 

first denial out of character? 
 Denied Christ to a servant girl 
 Peter Lied 
 She was a girl, and not a women.  Women were of little account then 
 She didn’t accuse him of anything 
 Certainly not the bold Peter we say in the olive grove 
 What happened to him = fear of Jesus being arrested 

8. The rooster crows at morning and after Peter’s third denial.  How do you think Peter 
felt?  See Luke 22:61-62.  How does Peter’s denial compare to Judas’ betrayal? 
 Peter felt 

o Ashamed and repentant 
o Totally humbled by Jesus as He looked at Him, knowing He had denied 

God 
o Wept bitterly 
o Stay tuned as Peter will be reinstated in Chapter 21 

 Judas had remorse but no repentance and killed himself 
9. What were the progressive steps that caused Peter’s failure?  Have you failed 

Jesus?  If so, how have you dealt with that failure? 
 Peter 

o Failed to pray at Gethsemane in preparation 
o Started with a small lie out of fear 
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o The lie got bigger and more denial (See Matthew where he called down 
curses on himself to prove he wasn’t lying) 

o Progressive nature of sin 
 Me 

o Daily sins without confession 
o Start telling a small lie that builds over time until I believe the lie 
o Fail to acknowledge Jesus to others when given an opportunity 
o Ask for forgiveness and be repentant 

Lesson:  Believers should boldly and without fear, tell the truth about Jesus.   
 
Pilate’s Trial 
Read John 18:28-40, Matthew 27:11-26, Mark 15:1-15, and Luke 22:66-23:25. 
10. The Jews wanted to avoid ceremonial uncleanness so they could eat the Passover.  

What irony do you find in their desire?  See Exodus 12 and John 1:36. 
 The Passover was supposed to make you clean from God’s judgment 
 Jesus was the Lamb of God and foreshadowed in Exodus 12 
 They are about to kill Jesus, the Lamb of God 
 Jesus could clean them, but they reject Him and kill Him. 
 This fulfills the kind of death Jesus said He was going to die 

11. Pilate summons Jesus inside for a meeting without the Jews.  Some commentaries 
say that John may have been in attendance.  What truths does Jesus tell to Pilate? 
 My kingdom not of this world 

o If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews 
o My Kingdom is of another place 

 You are right in saying I am a king 
o This is the reason I was born 
o This is why I came into the world to testify to truth (God) 
o Everyone on side of truth listens to me 
o Seems to be using word truth instead of God 

 Jesus seems to be testing Pilate’s heart and reaching out to Him 
 Jesus came to seek and to save what was lost, don’t you love Jesus for that 

12. Describe Pilate’s response?  Are there people that respond today like Pilate? 
 No basis for charge against Jesus (certainly not a political threat) 

o But asks what is truth? 
o Pilate doesn’t have a good choice 
o Doesn’t know who God is even when he is staring him in the face 
o Wants to release king of the Jews, but Jews want Barabbas 

 People today like Pilate 
o Don’t know God 
o Don’t want to know God 
o Great lie is that there is no absolute truth is taught 

 Truth is what you think it is. 
 False 
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Lesson:  Jesus came in this world to testify to the truth about God the truth about 
Himself, the truth about sin, and the truth about a person’s response. 
 
Challenge:  How do you respond to Jesus on the cross? 
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Last time, we looked at Jesus’ Arrest and Trials.  We saw Jesus’ Arrest, Jew’s 
Trials and Peter’s Denials, and finally Pilate’s Denials.  This time we will study 
Jesus’ Sentence and Crucifixion in three parts:  Flogging and Mocking, The 
Sentence, and The Crucifixion. 
 
In Chapter 18, after His trials including one with Herod (Luke 22:66-23:23), Pilate and 
Herod agree that there is “no basis for a charge against him.”  Jesus is not guilty.  Pilate 
asks the crowd if they want him to “release the King of the Jews?”  But instead, they 
want Barabbas released.  Pilate is faced with the rule of law or the rule of the crowd. 
 
The Flogging and Mocking 
Read John 19:1-5, Matthew 27:27-31 and Mark 15:16-20. 
1. Why do you think Pilate had Jesus flogged? 

 Would satisfy the crowd so that He wouldn’t have to crucify Him 
 Fogging 

o Whip with 3 strands with either lead balls or bones on the end 
o Actually cut the skin exposing inner most body parts 
o Romans would not flog citizens, only for non-Romans or slaves, etc. 
o Jews would limit flogging to 40 lashes and stopped at 39.  Paul was 

beaten 39 times 
o Romans had no limit and stopped so that the person had enough strength 

to be crucified 
o Was probably as painful as crucifixion itself 

 He must have wanted to stop the crucifixion 
 Also, Paul was beaten with rods three times 

2. What did the soldiers do to Jesus? 
 Flogged Him 
 Crown of thorns 
 Stripped him 
 Clothed Him in purple robe 
 Staff in his right hand 
 Spit at Him 
 Mocked Him by saying hail King of the Jews 
 Struck him in the face repeatedly 
 Notice that after the flogging and beating Pilate brings Him out to the people and 

says “Here is the man” wearing a crown and purple robe 
3. In what way can a person mock Jesus today?  How does that make you feel? 

 Take His name in vain 
 Laugh at Him 
 I feel sick if someone were to do that 

 
Lesson:  Jesus took the flogging and mocking to pay for your sins. 
 
The Sentence 
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Read John 19:6-16 and Luke 23:13-25. 
4. When Pilate presented Jesus to the chief priests and officials, they said to crucify 

Him.  What was their reason for crucifying Him?  Were they correct? 
 Pilate says there is no basis for charge against Him 
 Jews said they have a law and because He claimed to be the Son of God He 

must die 
o They were actually correct that He claimed to be the Son of God 
o But they did not believe it was so 
o Also, they were correct that Jesus did come to die and save them from 

their sins if they only believed 
5. Out of fear or perhaps superstition, Pilate goes inside to talk ask Jesus where He 

comes from.  Why does Jesus refuse to answer? 
 It is not clear 
 In 18:36, He said His kingdom was not of this world 
 Perhaps Pilate would not have understood 
 Perhaps Pilate would not have believed it 
 Jesus is not obligated to give answers 

o What if Jesus had not given answers in the Bible 
o Would He give me the answer or would He remain silent? 
o He has chosen to reveal Himself to the world 

6.  What does Jesus mean by the two statements He makes to Pilate? 
 You have no power over me if it were not given from above 

o God placed Pilate in charge of that situation 
o God is totally in charge and appoints rulers. Read Romans 13:1-5 and 1 

Peter 2:13-16 
o God used Pilate for HIS purpose = to find Jesus guilty 

 The one that handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin 
o Telling Pilate that He is guilty of a sin 
o Who is the one who handed Him over = guilty of an even greater sin 

 Could be Judas 
 But probably Caiaphas is who He is referring (John 11:49-50, 

18:14) 
 I wonder what happened to Caiaphas?? 

7. After trying to free Jesus, an innocent man, Pilate finally “handed him over to be 
crucified.  What do you learn from Pilate?   
 Pilate did not understand truth = God (18:38) 
 Pilate did not know God so did not listen to God 
 Pilate did what the world (crowd = Caiaphas) wanted 
 But he was critical of the Jews for wanting to crucify their king 
 Pilate did what those who yelled the loudest wanted 
 Do some of our leaders do that today 

o They only do what public opinion says to do 
o Abortion 
o Homosexual marriage 
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o Prayer in school 
o We should pray for our leaders 

Lesson:  God loved you so much that He sentenced His Son to die for you. 
 
The Crucifixion 
Read John 19:17-27, Psalm 22:6-17, Matthew 27:33-44, Mark 15:22-32, and Luke 
23:33-43. 
8. Against the wishes of the Jews, Pilate places a sign on the cross:  “Jesus of 

Nazareth, King of the Jews.”  Pilate probably meant this as an insult to the Jews.  
What Old and New Testament scripture can you find that denotes Jesus as King? 
 Coming one will have a scepter (Gen 49:10) 
 Rule on David’s throne (Ps 132:11-12, Isa 9:6-7, Jer 33:17) 
 Rule at God’s right hand (Ps 110:1) 
 Rule eternally (Da 2:44-45) 
 Rule with authority (Da 7:13-14) 
 Rule as a shepherd (Isa 40:10-11, Eze 34:23-24, Mic 5:2-4) 
 Rule wisely (Isa 52:13, Jer 23:5) 
 Rule with Justice (Isa 32:1, Jer 33:15-16) 
 Rule humbly (Zec 9:9) 
 Function as priest (Ps 110:4, Zec 6:12-13) 
 King of the Jews (Matthew 2:2) 
 King of Israel (John 1:49) 
 Claimed kingship (Mt 21:1-9, John 18:37) 
 Entered Jerusalem as King (Mat 21:1-9, John 12:13) 
 Came to rule on David’s throne (Lk 1:32-33, Ac 2:29-33) 
 Now Rules at God’s right hand (Eph 1:20-23, Heb 1:3-8 
 Ruling over enemies (1 Corinthians 15:25-27) 
 Will sit as king who judges (Mt 25:31-34) 
 Jesus is King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:16) 

9. Is Jesus King of your life?  Explain. 
 Personal 
 Jesus is Savior, but is He Lord 
 Romans 10:9:  confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord 

10. Psalm 22 and Isaiah 52:14-53:8 were written about 1,000 and 700 years 
respectively before Jesus’ crucifixion.  From your knowledge of the 4 gospels how 
are these prophecies fulfilled? 
 Psalm 22 

o Scorned by men and despised by people (6) = world hated Him 
o Mock me and hurl insults at me shaking their heads (7) = soldiers mocked 

Him and He was mocked hanging on the cross 
o He trusts in the Lord, let the Lord rescue Him (8) = insults while on cross 
o Poured out like water and my bones out of joint (14) = hang on cross 
o My heart has turned to wax and melted away (14) = exhausted 
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o My strength is dried up, tongue sticks to roof of my mouth (15) = thirsty 
o Dogs and evil men encircle me (16) = around Him at cross 
o Pierced my hands and feet (16) = nailed to cross 
o I can count all my bones (17) = no bones broken 
o Divide my garments and cast lots for my clothing (18) = cast lots in John 

 Isaiah 
o Many appalled at Him, appearance disfigured and marred beyond human 

likeness (52:14) = Jesus is flogged 
o Despised and rejected by men, man of sorrows familiar with suffering (3) = 

rejected by Jews and Caiaphas 
o Yet we considered Him stricken by God (4) = flogged and crucified 
o Pierced for our transgressions (5) = nailed to a cross and pierce in the 

side 
o Punishment that brought us peace, by His wounds we are healed (5) = 

died for our sins 
o Oppressed and afflicted, did not open His mouth like a lamb to slaughter 

(7) = kept quiet, Passover lamb 
o Who can speak to His descendants, cut off from land of living (8) = not 

married and killed 
11. Who was standing near the cross? 

 Mary, Jesus’ mother 
 Mary’s sister 
 Mary the wife of Clopas 
 Mary Magdalene 
 John, disciple Jesus loved 

12. After being flogged, beaten, and crucified, Jesus must have been in severe pain.  
What compassion does He show?  How has He showed compassion for you? 
 Dear women, He calls His mother = term of endearment 
 Here is your son 
 Says to John, Here is your mother = giving John instructions to care for her 
 Compassion for me 

o Went to the cross for me 
o Why did He do that?  Because He loved me. 

Lesson:  Jesus suffered severe pain on the cross for me. 
 
Challenge:  How will you share the love of Jesus with others this week? 
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In our last lesson we studied Jesus’ Sentence and Crucifixion in three parts:  
Flogging and Mocking, The Sentence, and The Crucifixion.  In this lesson we will 
study Jesus’ Death and Burial.  First, we will see the Death of Jesus, then the 
Witnesses of Death, and finally, the Burial of Jesus. 
 
Death of Jesus 
Read John 19:28-30, Isaiah 53:8-12, Psalm 22:16, Matthew 27:45-50, Mark 15:33-
37, and Luke 23:44-46. 
1. From all four gospel references give the chronological order of events just prior 

Jesus’ death. 
 Sixth hour to ninth hour darkness over land (Matt 27:45, Mark 15:33, Luke 23:44) 
 Sun stopped shining and temple curtain torn in two (Luke 23:45) 
 Ninth hour: My God why have you forsaken me (Matthew 27:46, Mark 15:34) 

Psalm 22:1 
 Knowing all was completed and to fulfill scripture (Psalm 22:16), He said I am 

thirsty (John 19:28) 
 Immediately got a sponge with wine/vinegar for Jesus to drink (Matthew 27:48, 

Mark 15:36) 
 Received drink:  Said it is finished (John 19:30) 
 Loud voice Father into your hands I commit my spirit (Luke 23:46) 
 Cried out in a loud voice and gave up His spirit (Matt 27:50) 
 Bowed His head and gave up His spirit (John 19:30) 
 Breathed His last (Mark 15:37, Luke 23:46) 

2. Do you think Jesus was killed or gave up His own life?  See John 10:17-18, 19:30. 
 Jesus had authority not only to lay His life down, but to take it up again 
 Vs 30 says He bowed His head first (perhaps in submission to God) then He 

gave up His spirit 
 God caused these events to occur 
 Also, Jesus knew it was time to die as all was now completed (v 28) 
 He fulfilled scripture Psalm 69:21 and said He was thirsty. 

3. Why did Jesus have to die?  Support your answer with scripture.   
 Isaiah 53 

o Cut off from the land, for transgressions of my people He was stricken (8) 
o Done no violence, no deceit in His mouth (perfect) (9) 
o Lord’s will to crush him and cause Him to suffer; Lord makes His life a guilt 

offering (10) 
o Knowledge of my righteous servant will justify many and will bear their 

iniquities (11) 
o Poured out His life unto death and numbered with transgressors (12a) 
o Bore the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors (12b) 

 Hebrews 10:12-13 
o Perfect sacrifice once and for all for sins 
o By one sacrifice He has made perfect forever those who are being made 

holy 
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 John 3:16 
o Came to give me eternal life 

4. How does Jesus’ death affect you? 
 John 3:16 
 Came to give me eternal life so I can be reconciled to God 

 
Lesson:  God so loved the world that He sent Jesus to die for our sins. 
 
Witnesses of Death 
Read John 19:31-37, Psalm 34:19-20, Zechariah 12:10, Matthew 27:51-56, Mark 
15:38-41, and Luke 23:47-49. 
5. What is the significance of each event that occurred right after Jesus’ death? 

a. Temple curtain torn in from top to bottom (Matthew 27:51, Mark 15:38) 
 Very thick curtain torn from top to bottom 
 No one could have done that except God Himself 
 Meant that sinners could now have direct access to the Father and did not 

need the High priest to do that anymore 
 Jesus was the perfect sacrifice according to Hebrews 10 

b. Earth shook and rocks split (Matthew 27:51b) 
 God wanted to get everyone’s attention 
 Earthquakes normally do that 

c. Tombs open and bodies of many were raised to life (Matt 27:52) 
 Jesus showed that He was the life and the resurrection 
 These people may not have been seen at first until after Jesus was 

resurrected it says 
d. Centurion said He was Son of God (Matthew 27:54, Mark 15:39, Luke 23:47)  

 Roman centurion saw what is happened and believed He was Son of God 
 He probably became a Christian after witnessing everything 
 Told Pilate that Jesus was dead and Pilate was surprised 

e. Soldiers were told to break legs to hasten death (John 19:32) 
 Special Sabbath was after Passover had been celebrated on Thursday (Last 

Supper) 
 Jews did not want bodies on the cross 

f. Jesus’ legs were not broken (John 19:33) 
 Fulfilled prophecy (Numbers 9:12, Psalm 34:20) 
 Why didn’t they break bones of Jesus anyway 

g. Soldiers pierced Jesus’ side water and blood flowed (John 19:34) 
 Fulfilled prophecy (Zechariah 12:10) 
 Why would they do that.  They knew nothing about prophecy 

h. Witnesses beat the breasts and went on their way (Luke 23:48) 
 They were witnesses of Jesus’ death and went away mourning 

i. Women stood watching (Matthew 27:55, Mark 15:40, Luke 23:49) 
 Women were witnesses 
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 Some of the women went to the tomb later 
6. Why do you think John testifies strongly to the events of Jesus’ death? 

 John wrote many years after Jesus’ death when the Gnostics were saying that 
Jesus, being divine, did not die but just appeared to die.   

 Some people today say that Jesus did not go to the cross but had a stand in who 
died or others say He just swooned.   

 John and others in scripture testify to the death of Jesus. 
 So that you will believe that Jesus is who He said 

7. How does Jesus’ death on the cross encourage you? 
 Events recorded are true 
 Bible is accurate and believable 
 Jesus actually conquered death for humans 
 Jesus allowed access to the Father (John 14:6) 
 God the Father loves me 

Lesson:  The events of Jesus’ death fulfill prophecy and are indisputably true. 
 
Burial of Jesus 
Read John 19:38-42, Matthew 27:57-61, Mark 15:42-47, and Luke 23:50-56. 
8. List the facts about Jesus’ burial. 

 Evening is approaching (Matt) and Sabbath is near 
 Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for body of Jesus (J) 
 Joseph was secret disciple of Jesus because he feared the Jews (J) 
 Prominent member of the council waiting for kingdom of God (Mark) 
 Had not consented to the decision and action (Luke) 
 Rich man with his own new tomb cut out of rock (Matt) 
 Went to Pilate and asked that body be given to him and Pilate so ordered (Matt) 

boldly to Pilate (Mark) 
 Pilate surprised to hear Jesus was dead and summoned Centurion and when 

Centurion confirmed Jesus was dead, he gave the body to Joseph (Mark) 
 Accompanied by Nicodemus who brought 75 pounds of Myrrh and aloes (Kingly 

burial)  (J) N. met Jesus at night (J) 
 Took body wrapped with spices and strips of linen according to Jewish burial 

customer (J)  Clean linen cloth (Matt) 
 At crucifixion site there was a new garden tomb where no one had laid (J) 
 Because it was day of preparation and tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there 

(J)  They probably did this in haste to observe Sabbath. 
 Rolled a stone against entrance (J) 
 Preparation day and Sabbath was about to begin (L) 
 Mary Magdalene and Mary mother of Joses saw where He was laid (J)  
 Mary and Mary sat opposite tomb as Joseph went away (Matt) 
 Mary’s had perfume but rested on the Sabbath in obedience to commandment 

(L) 
 Isaiah 53 = assigned a grave with wicked and rich. 
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 All of these give further testimony to Jesus’ actual death 
9. How would you describe the actions of Joseph and Nicodemus and the two Mary’s? 

 Love for Jesus 
 Bold in asking Pilate 
 God had chosen two prominent men to properly bury Jesus.  I wonder if they 

knew that they were fulfilling prophecy Isaiah 53 = assigned a grave with wicked 
and rich. 

 They were bold and going against the Jews, perhaps 
 Wanted to observe the Sabbath in obedience to God’s Law, women did too. 
 Unselfish 

o Joseph gave up His tomb, I wonder if he used it later?  Bought linen 
o Nicodemus brought 75 pounds of myrrh and aloes = pretty expensive 

$150-200K in today’s money 
o Mary’s brought perfume and watched where He was buried 

 J & N did a good work that God prepared in advance for them to do for Jesus. 
10. What good work has God prepared for you to do?  Are you willing to do it? 

 Application 
 

 
Lesson:  God uses people of His choice to fulfill His will and purpose. 
 
Challenge:  How will you thank Jesus for His death and burial for you? 
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Last time we studied Jesus’ Death and Burial.  We saw the Death of Jesus, then the 
Witnesses of Death, and finally, the Burial of Jesus.  This time we will study 
Resurrection Evidence in chapter 20.  We will see the reactions of various witnesses 
at the Empty Tomb, on Sunday Morning, Sunday Evening, and a Week Later. 
 
Note:  The disciples and women have witnessed Jesus’ death and burial on Friday 
before the Sabbath.  They honor the Sabbath (Saturday) by not going to the tomb and 
that must have been a long, difficult day for them until Sunday morning. 
 
Empty Tomb:  Mary, Peter and John 
Read John 20:1-9. 
1. John singles out Mary Magdalene from the other women at the tomb.  What was 

Mary’s response to Peter and John? 
 They have taken the Lord out of the tomb and we don’t know where they put Him 
 Did someone move the body? 
 Did Nicodemus and Joseph come back and move it? 
 Did the Jews take the body?  Why would they do it? 
 Obviously, the disciples didn’t take the body 
 She does not hint of the resurrection 
 But let’s not be critical as these events unfold in real time for them 
 We know the rest of the story and have an advantage over them. 

2. Luke tells us that the apostles did not believe the women.  John tells us that Peter 
and John ran to the tomb.  What do you think Peter and John thought after they 
arrived at the empty tomb? 
 Peter 

o Saw strips of linen and head cloth separate and folded neatly 
o How did Jesus get out of this? 
o Who would take the body and unwrap it 
o Peter is probably still not understanding 

 John 
o Believed Jesus had risen 
o Body had raised through the wrappings? 
o Remember Jesus said they believed at last John 16:31 
o Did not understand from scripture that Jesus had to rise 

 God provided two witnesses about the empty tomb, not just one 
3. Jesus had previously told the disciples several times that He would die and rise 

again.  What Old Testament scriptures would have told Peter and John that Jesus 
“had to rise from the dead”? 
 Daniel 12:2 = multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake 
 Job 19:25-26 = I know that my redeemer lives 
 Isaiah 25:8 = He will swallow up death forever 
 Hosea 13:14 = O death where are your plagues (sting) where O grave is your 

destruction  
 Jonah story 
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 Psalm 16:10 = because you will not abandon me to the grave nor will you let your 
Holy One see decay 

 Peter and John did not manufacture the resurrection story to fit prophecy 
o Instead they believed first and then Jesus opened their eyes to scripture 
o Just like the two on the road to Emmaeus 

 
Lesson:  God provides evidence for your belief in Him. 
 
Sunday Morning:  Mary 
Read John 20:10-18. 
4. Explain the scene as Mary is crying outside of the tomb? 

 Sees two angels in white seated where Jesus’ body had been 
 Perhaps their work was done 
 One angel at the head the other at the foot 
 Angels ask her why she is crying and she is not afraid to answer 
 They have taken my Lord and I don’t know where they have put Him 
 Then she sees Jesus but doesn’t recognize Him 

5. Why did Mary not recognize Jesus right away? 
 Perhaps tears in her eyes 
 Perhaps she was focused on angels 
 Perhaps it was like the two on the road to Emmaeus (Luke 24) they were 

downcast and did not recognize Jesus 
 She finally recognized Him when called by her name 
 Jesus knows you and loves even though you may not recognize Him or see Him 

clearly 
 My sheep hear my voice 

6. Mary calls Him teacher (not a word for God).  Jesus says, “Do not hold on to me…”  
Try to explain Jesus’ response to Mary. 
 Ascension is some time off and she would have opportunity to see Him again so 

she need not cling to Him 
 After His crucifixion, He cannot be with her except through the Holy Spirit.  He 

has not returned to the Father to send the HS 
 Don’t cling to me.  Since I have not returned to the Father go and tell her brothers 

(disciples) 
 Jesus is saying: 

o He is on Father’s timetable and still has work to do 
o She had work to do and had to GO and TELL 
o Their relationship would change when HS comes and she has Him 24/7 

 Go to my brothers and tell them I am returning to My Father and your Father to 
my God and to your God 

o Disciples have been adopted as Sons and God is their Father 
o Didn’t say our God and our Father 
o Means that they are not coequal with Jesus as some now say 
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o Jesus is uniquely God and has a special relationship with God that we do 
not have. 

 Mary obeyed and told the disciples.  
 
Lesson:  Belief in Jesus’ resurrection brings a new relationship with Him. 
 
Sunday Evening:  10 Disciples 
Read John 20:19-23. 
7. The disciples had heard about the empty tomb from Mary.  Luke says that they didn’t 

believe her.  They afraid with the doors locked.  What things did Jesus do for them? 
 Came and stood among them (He came to them) 
 Gave the Peace (He promised this in 14 and 16:  My peace I give to you)  John 

16:33 
 Showed His hands and side = He gave them evidence of His resurrection 
 Gave them joy = they were overjoyed to see Jesus 
 Gave them a job = as the Father sent me, I am sending you 
 Gave them the Holy Spirit = He enabled them 
 Gave them authority to forgive sins 

o Only God can forgive sins 
o But disciples can tell people how their sins may be forgiven, they have 

authority to do that 
o Only through the blood of Jesus Christ 
o See Acts 2:38 = repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ  
o This is a good example of authority that Jesus gave 

8. What has Jesus done for you? 
 He came to me first, I did not go to Him 
 He gave me peace 
 He gave me evidence 
 He gave me joy 
 He gave me a job to do (Ephesians 2:10) 
 He empowered me with HS. 
 He gave me authority to tell about how their sins can be forgiven 

 
Lesson:  Jesus gives believers the peace, power and joy to tell others about Him. 
 
A Week Later:  Thomas 
Read John 20:24-31. 
9. How would you describe Thomas?  See John 11:16, 14:5. 

 Courageous, loyal, but pessimistic per 11:16.  Didn’t trust in power of Lord, but 
willing to go 

 Practical and literal minded 14:5 
 Stubborn = wouldn’t believe his fellow disciples 
 Doubting = unless you do what I want, I am not going to believe 



John 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him, shall not 

perish but have eternal life.” 

Lesson 23 
Resurrection Evidence 

o Have I ever done that 
 I appreciate the role that He played as it gives great evidence that the disciples 

were not making this up. 
10. How did Jesus treat Thomas? 

 Overall, with Grace 
 He knew what Thomas had said and what He thought 
 Caused Thomas to take action = put finger her and hand in my side = stop 

doubting and believe 
 Made him wait a week while others believed 

11. Thomas’s stubbornness was overcome by Jesus.  What stubborn doubts do you 
have?  How can you overcome them? 
 I had doubts about Jesus years ago 
 Jesus showed me proof in the Bible and I believed 
 I have fear like Thomas did, I am not certain what heaven will be like 
 Honest doubt can be ok if you go in the direction that Thomas did 
 But you can go the other way.  Put your faith in Jesus 

12. What is John’s purpose for writing? 
 May believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God and that believing you may 

have eternal life 
 So that you believe the truth of John 3:16 

 
Lesson:  Honest doubt can lead to understanding the truth. 
 
Challenge:  Are you able and willing to tell others about the evidence of Jesus’ 
resurrection? 
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Event Matthew Mark Luke John Other 
Resurrection Sunday 

Women go to tomb 28:1 16:1-2 24:1 20:1  
Violent earthquake 28:2     
Stone rolled away 28:2-3 16:4 24:2 20:1  
Guards were afraid of 
angel and like dead men 

28:4     

No body of Jesus 28:5 16:6 24:3 20:2  
Angels speak to women 28:5-7 16:5-7 24:4-8   
Guard report to chief 
priests who create a lie 

28:11-15     

Women go back to tell 
disciples 

28:8  24:9-10 20:2  

Peter (John) runs to tomb 
to see strips of linen and 
wonders 

  24:12 20:3-9  

Mary sees 2 angels in 
tomb 

   20:11-13  

Mary Magdalene at 
garden 

 16:9-11  20:14-17  

Women meet Jesus 
coming back from tomb 

28:9-10     

Mary reports to disciples 
she saw Jesus 

   20:18  

Cleopas and friend on 
road to Emmaus talk to 
Jesus, then return to 
disciples in Jerusalem 

 16:12-13 24:13-
33 

  

Jesus appears to Peter   24:34  1 Cor 
15:5 

Jesus appears to 10 
disciples, Cleopas and 
friend 

  24:36-
38 

20:19-23  

Jesus eats fish in front of 
disciples 

  24:40-
43 

  

Sunday Following the Resurrection 
11 disciples in upper 
room  

 16:14  20:26-31 1 Cor 
15:5 
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Event Matthew Mark Luke John Other 
Sometime Later and Before Ascension 

7 disciples fishing in 
Galilee 

   21:1-23  

11 disciples on a 
mountain in Galilee 

28:16-20 16:15-18    

More than 500     1 Cor 
15:6 

James     1 Cor 
15:7 

Appeared over a period 
of 40 days 

    Acts 1:3 

40 Days After Resurrection 
Ascended from Mount of 
Olives 

  44-49  Acts 1:3-
8 

Several Years Later 
To Paul on road to 
Damascus 

    Acts 9:1-
19 

Paul recounts Jesus’ 
appearance to crowd in 
Jerusalem 

    Acts 22-
3:16 

Paul recounts Jesus’ 
appearance to Agrippa in 
Caesarea 

    Acts 
26:9-18 
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In the last lesson we looked at Resurrection Evidence in chapter 20.  We saw the 
reactions of various witnesses at the Empty Tomb, on Sunday Morning, Sunday 
Evening, and a Week Later.  In this lesson we will study Jesus’ Final Instructions.  
We will see a Fishing Lesson, Breakfast Fellowship, Feed and Care, and the 
command to Follow Jesus. 
 
Fishing Lesson 
Read John 21:1-8, Matthew 4:18-20 and Luke 5:1-11. 
1. Why were the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias?  See Matthew 28:10. 

 Jesus told the women to tell the disciples to go there 
 Notice that this is after Jesus appeared to disciples then with Thomas 
 This is the third time He appeared to them 
 Sea of Tiberias was the Roman name for Sea of Galilee 
 John’s writing was many years afterward and perhaps the commonly used name 

for the area had changed to Tiberias from Galilee. 
 When Jesus first called Peter and John, He called them to fish for men by 

demonstrating a fishing lesson 
 He does this again for them. 

2. Describe what happened and Jesus’ “fishing lesson.”  
 Disciples fish all night and catch nothing 
 But with a word from Jesus they catch a lot of fish and large fish 153 
 It didn’t tear the net 
 They needed Jesus’ direction to catch the fish 
 Not all of the fish from the lake came in the net 

3. What “fishing lesson” do you learn from this? 
 I can do ministry for God on my own and not catch anything 

o Or maybe you do things in your own effort and the work is not productive 
o Or maybe you are burned out, doing it on your own effort 

 But when I listen to Jesus the catch will be abundant 
 Fishing is a metaphor for evangelism.  Come follow me I will make you fishers of 

men 
 But not everyone will come to Christ just as not every fish in the lake came in the 

net 
 I need to throw my net out with Jesus’ direction 

 
Breakfast Fellowship 
Read John 21:9-14. 
4. Describe the events on shore. 

 Jesus had a fire burning coals 
 Fish on the fire and also bread 
 Peter drags fish on shore and Jesus says to bring some of the fish he just caught 
 Jesus obviously provide His own fish 
 153 fish and net not torn in contrast to Luke 5:6 
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 Jesus invites them to breakfast 
 None of the disciples dared to ask who He was and knew it was Lord 

5. What do you learn about Jesus from these events? 
 Jesus provided the breakfast ahead of time 
 Jesus invited them to breakfast 
 His breakfast was sufficient 
 Jesus asked them to bring some of their catch to breakfast 
 Our provision comes from Jesus 
 Our fellowship is with Jesus 
 We should bring others into fellowship with Jesus 
 God uses our work done in obedience to strengthen us 

6. Verse 12 tells us that none of the disciples dared ask who Jesus was because they 
knew it was the Lord.  Why does John give us that information and what does it 
mean to you? 
 Jesus seemed to be different after His resurrection 
 People needed their eyes opened to Him.  Mary, two on road to Emmaus they 

didn’t realize it was Jesus at first 
 John recognized Jesus first 
 To me 

o Jesus needs to open my eyes 
o Sometimes I don’t recognize what He does for me and His provision 
o I think it is coincidence or something I have done well on my own 
o I need to remember that my provision is from Jesus 

 
Lesson:  Jesus provides sufficient fellowship for you. 
 
Feed and Care  
Read John 21:15-17, John 2:42, Matthew 16:18, and Acts 2:14-41. 
7. According to Luke 24:34 and 1 Corinthians 15:5, Jesus appeared privately to Peter.  

The Bible does not tell us details about that appearance.  Why would John describe 
Jesus’ conversation with Peter? 
 Peter publicly denied Jesus three times 
 Remember that Peter said He would never deny Jesus and would lay down his 

life for Jesus (John 13:36-38 and Matthew 26:33-35) 
 Jesus wanted Him to publically acknowledge Him three times 
 Peter was going to be the rock that the church was built on 
 Jesus used the term Agapao (Godly love) while Peter used Philo (brotherly love) 

o Shows the love that Jesus has for Peter (Divine love) 
o Peter cannot love Jesus like He loves Him 
o Final time, Peter admits that He knows all things and Jesus knows how 

Peter loves Him to the best of His ability 
8. What three commands does Jesus tell Peter to do?  What do you think Jesus meant 

by each?   
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 Feed my lambs  
o teach the little children or untrained people new in Christ 
o Don’t wait to teach little ones 

 Take care of my sheep 
o Be an overseer to care and disciple others 
o Be mature in your faith to take care of those less mature 
o Guiding, praying 

 Feed my sheep 
o Give them spiritual nourishment 
o Teach the Bible and encourage them to read it 

9. How are you able to put into practice these three commands of Jesus? 
 First you must love Jesus 
 It is all about Jesus and not the hours you put in or the money you give 
 Not about a degree or how smart that you are 
 It is about Him alone 
 Then you can serve others and love others 

o Teach young people 
o Teach adults that don’t know Jesus 
o Mentor Christians 
o Nourish them (teach them) 

 What a privilege that is for you. 
 It all starts with loving Jesus first. 

 
Lesson:  You must love Jesus in order to feed and care for others. 
 
Follow Jesus 
Read John 21:18-25. 
10. What else does Jesus tell Peter? 

 Follow ME 
 He also tells Peter about his death of Crucifixion and church history says Peter 

was crucified in about 64 AD.  John wrote his gospel about 25 years later 
 Peter was willing to follow Jesus and die for Jesus proving that Jesus’ 

resurrection was not a lie.  Why would he die for a lie 
11. What do you think about Peter’s question about John’s death?  How did Jesus deal 

with the question? 
 Kind of blew it 
 But Jesus kindly tells Peter what is that to you 
 Just follow me 
 Notice that Jesus never said John would live forever 

12. How has John’s Gospel encouraged you to follow Jesus? 
 Personal 
 John tells the truth about Jesus 

Lesson:  Jesus calls you to follow Him without focusing on others. 



John 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him, shall not 

perish but have eternal life.” 

Lesson 24 
Final Instructions 

 
Challenge:  How will you serve Jesus unselfishly for the rest of your life. 
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Last time, we finished the book of John with Jesus’ Final Instructions.  We saw a 
Fishing Lesson, Breakfast Fellowship, Feed and Care, and the command to Follow 
Jesus.  It is amazing that Jesus uses the words, “Until I Return” two times.  In Acts 
1:9-11, after Jesus’ resurrection and His Final Instructions, the disciples see Jesus 
“taken up” and then angels promise that He “will come back in the same way…”  In our 
last lesson we will focus on what it means for us that Jesus has said, “Until I Return”.  
We will look at Matthew 24:42-25:46 in four parts:  Second Coming, Receive the Holy 
Spirit, Invest in Jesus’ Work, and Loving the Least. 
 
Second Coming 
Read John 21:22-23 and Matthew 24:42-51. 
1. There are many verses in scripture that prophesy Jesus’ return or second coming 

that is future to us.   Be prepared to share some of those verses with the group. 
 Matthew 24:30-32 Son of Man coming on clouds with power and great glory 
 Matthew 24:42 Don’t know when He will come 
 Matthew 25 Parables of ten virgins, talents and sheep and goats 
 Matthew 25:31 coming with great glory 
 Matthew 26:64 in future you will see SOM sitting on right hand of Mighty One and 

coming on clouds of heaven 
 John 14:3 I will come back and take you to be with me 
 Acts 1:9-11 will return like He ascended 
 Acts 3:20-21 restore things as He promised through His prophets 
 Acts 17:31 set a day to judge the world; given proof to all men by raising Jesus 
 Philippians 3:20 citizenship is in heaven and we eagerly await… 
 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 rapture 
 1 Timothy 6:14 Keep his command until the appearing of our Lord which God will 

bring about in His own time 
 Titus 2:13 while we wait for glorious appearing of our great God and Savior 

Jesus 
 Revelation 19:11-16 at end of tribulation 
 Revelation 20:1-6 thousand year reign 
 Zechariah 9:14-17 
 Zechariah 14:1-5 comes and puts feet on Mt of Olives 
 Malachi 4:1-6 day of the Lord 
 Jeremiah 31 first and second coming 
 Daniel 12:1-2 
 Romans 11:25-28 

2. How will you keep watch for Jesus’ return?  See Philippians 3:20, 2 Peter 3:10-13, 
James 5:7-9 and Revelation 3:11-13. 
 Pray, read Bible, fellowship with other Christians 
 Know Jesus and eagerly wait for His return 
 Lead a holy life 
 Look forward to it 
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 Be patient for it (James); notice in Matthew that vs 48 the master is staying away 
a long time.  It has been 2000 years so far, it could be 3000 years or could be 
tomorrow.  Don’t grumble against each other 

 Persevere (Revelation) 
 Eagerly wait for it (Philippians 3:20) 
 Be faithful to Jesus like a servant who is put in charge, keep being faithful to 

Jesus 
 Are you willing to stand up for Jesus in these trying times (martyr) 
 Do the good works God prepared in advance for you to do (Ephesians 2:10) 
 What will you be doing when Jesus returns? 

 
Lesson:  Eagerly and patiently keep watch for Jesus’ return. 
 
Receive the Holy Spirit 
Read Matthew 25:1-13 and John 14:15-31. 
3. What is Jesus’ main point in this parable? 

 Jesus will come back but it might be a long time 
 You might get drowsy so believe in Jesus and receive the Holy Spirit to teach 

you and have Jesus in your heart 
 Without Jesus you won’t have HS and you won’t have eternal life 
 Don’t wait to accept Jesus, be ready 
 Judgment 

4. Do you think that the 5 wise virgins were selfish since they did not share their oil with 
the foolish ones?  Why or why not? 
 They were not selfish because they cannot give the HS to others 
 A person must make his own choice to believe in Jesus and receive the HS 
 All they could do is show that they had oil (HS), the others had to “buy” oil 

themselves 
 
Lesson:  Do not wait to accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior. 
 
Invest in Jesus’ Work 
Read Matthew 25:14-30, Ephesians 2:10, 4:11-13, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and Hebrews 
13:20-21. 
5. What is the main point of this parable? 

 Jesus gives each the ability to do work for Him.  That person must use those 
talents to faithfully complete His work. 

 We were not all given the same abilities, but we are to use what we have been 
given 

 Make sure you use your spiritual gifts that God has given 
 Invest your time talent and money in God’s work 
 Judgment again 
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6. Have you ever been afraid and felt like hiding your God given talent in the ground?  
Explain. 
 Yes sometimes refuse to accept His gift or His good work 
 Moses was afraid and yet He persevered 
 God gives you the work and the ability 
 God equips you 
 Don’t waste your talent 
 You miss the blessing and joy of doing His work 
 Miss:  well done good and faithful servant 

7. From verse 30, is this parable teaching that if you don’t use your God given talent, 
you can lose your salvation?  Explain you answer. 
 John 10:28-29 says no. READ 
 Ephesians 2:8-10 says no.  READ 
 In the parable this person probably was not a believer to begin with 
 The parable’s point is that you should invest your talents to do God’s work 

 
Lesson:  Use your God-given talents to invest in the work that God has given to 
you. 
 
Loving the Least 
Read Matthew 25:31-46.  See Zechariah 14:1-6. 
8. What will Jesus’ return be like?  Use any scripture to support your answer. 

 Matthew 25 
o Comes in glory 
o All the angels with Him 
o Sit on His throne in heavenly glory 
o All nations gathered before Him and He will separate the people 
o Judges the people 

 Mathew 24 (after tribulation) 
o Son of Man appear in the sky = be seen by everyone 
o Nations will mourn 
o Gather His elect 

 Zechariah 14:1-6 
o Nations gathered against Jerusalem to fight against it 
o City captured, ransacked women raped 
o Half city into exile 
o Lord will go out to fight against those nations 
o Feet on mount of olives which will be split in two from east to west 
o Half mountain moving north and half south 

9. What do you learn from this parable? 
 Jesus is coming as judge, like it or not 

o Not all people are saved 
o You don’t get a second chance 
o I was a stranger and you did not invite me in (43) 
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o I was a stranger and you did invite me in (35) 
o Judgment Seat of Christ and Great White throne judgment 

 For believers (Spiritually and Physically) 
o Inheritance is prepared for you since the creation of the world (election) 
o Feed hungry and thirsty (spiritually and physically) 
o Stanger (share gospel with unbelievers 
o Clothes and you clothed me 
o Sick and you looked after me 

 Sick in thought 
o Prison and you visited me 

 Prison of sin (addiction) 
 We are to love others as Jesus loved us 
 We are put on this earth to love each other. 

Lesson:  Love and care for your neighbor. 
 
Challenge:  How will you live this week expecting Jesus to return at any time? 
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