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Thessalonian Letters 
“After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Encouragement 
Lesson 1 

Author 
In both letters the writer identifies himself as Paul and includes Silas and Timothy.  No 
one from the early church opposed his authorship.  1 Thessalonians 2:18 and 2 
Thessalonians 3:17 also confirm Paul as the writer. 
 
Paul was originally known as Saul and was a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin.  He 
studied under the famous Jewish Rabbi, Gamaliel, and became well-versed in the 
Jewish law and very zealous for the Jewish faith.  He persecuted Christians and 
approved of the stoning of Stephen, the first recorded Christian martyr (Acts 7:54-8:1).  
Paul was also a Roman citizen. 
 
Paul continued his relentless persecution of Christians, until the resurrected Jesus 
appeared to him and converted him into “my chosen instrument to carry my name 
before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.”  (Acts 9:1-16).  
Paul, then, became a missionary for Jesus, travelling from Jerusalem to many parts of 
Asia and Greece, and then ending as a prisoner in Rome.   
 
Paul wrote many of the New Testament books of the Bible including Romans, 1 & 2 
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, and 
Philemon.   
 
Before, his conversion, Saul (Paul) tried to earn his salvation by doing good works in the 
Jewish faith.  After his conversion, Paul realized that his salvation was a gift from God 
and he was saved by Grace through Jesus.  He taught that message repeatedly in his 
letters and especially in Ephesians 2:8-10. 
 
Date, Recipients and Place 
1 Thessalonians was written about 51 AD and 2 Thessalonians was written shortly 
afterward in about 51 or 52 AD.  These two letters were among Paul’s first, and may 
have been preceded by Galatians.  Both letters are addressed to the church of the 
Thessalonians which Paul founded on his second missionary journey according to Acts 
17:1-15.  Many early church leaders confirm that the letter was written in Corinth. 
 
Purpose and Theme 
Paul’s purpose seems to be encouragement of the Thessalonians as they are suffering 
persecution.  Besides encouragement, Paul teaches eschatology, which is the doctrine 
of end times.  You will notice that the second coming of Jesus Christ is mentioned at the 
end of every chapter of 1 Thessalonians.  In 1 Thessalonians 4, Paul describes the 
coming of the Lord for believers, which is commonly referred to as the rapture.  In 2 
Thessalonians 2, Paul corrects a mistaken and unsettling notion among the 
Thessalonians that Jesus has already come for believers. 
 
Believers today can be assured that Jesus will rescue them from God’s coming wrath.  
What an encouragement for us!  



Thessalonian Letters 
“After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Encouragement 
Lesson 1 

Greeting  
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1 and Acts 17:1-9. 
1. Who were Silas and Timothy? 

 Silas 
o Leading man of church and Prophet (Acts 15:22,32) 
o Co-worker with Paul on second missionary journey (Acts 15:40) after 

disagreement with Barnabas 
o Imprisoned with Paul Acts 16:16-40 
o Remained in Berea with Timothy while Paul went onto Athens (Acts 17:15) 
o Co-writer with Paul in Thessalonians 
o Peter 5:12 mentions he is faithful brother 
o Joined Paul in Corinth (Acts 18:5) 
o 2 Corinthians 1:19 fellow preacher with Paul 

 Timothy 
o Joins Paul in Lystra (Acts 16:1), mother was Jewess and father a Greek 
o Took him on second missionary journey (Acts 16:3) 
o Remained in Berea with Timothy while Paul went onto Athens (Acts 17:15) 
o Co-writer with Paul in Thessalonians 
o Joined Paul in Corinth (Acts 18:5) 
o who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord (1 Corinthians 4:17) 
o Led church of Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:3) 
o Paul wrote two letters to him 

2. What is Paul’s relationship to the church of the Thessalonians? 
 Founded the church which had some Greeks and Jews 
 Large number of God fearing Greeks joined (Acts 17:4) 
 Prominent women joined 
 Jews made trouble for Paul in Thessalonians, probably caused suffering for the 

Thessalonians mentioned in verse 6 
3. What is meaningful about Paul’s greeting to the Thessalonians? 

 They are in relationship to God the Father and Lord Jesus Christ 
o People are called to be in relationship with Triune God 
o Are you in relationship with Him 
o He knows you, do you know Him? 

 Notice that Holy Spirit is mentioned in verse 5 
 Paul greets them with Grace and Peace which can only come from Triune God 
 Grace = unmerited favor that God has given 
 God’s Grace allows you to have peace in your spirit  
 Peace = peace with God and not His wrath 

Lesson:  Believers commune together in a relationship with God. 
 
Thanking God 
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3. 
4. How does Paul pray for the Thessalonians? 

 Prays with Silas and Timothy it sounds like 



Thessalonian Letters 
“After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Encouragement 
Lesson 1 

 Thanks God for all of them, mentioning them in OUR prayers 
 Continually remember before God and Father 

o Your work produced by faith 
o Your labor prompted by love 
o Your endurance inspired by hope in Jesus 

5. Faith, love and hope are common themes in the New Testament.  See 1 
Thessalonians 5:8, Romans 5:2-5, 1 Corinthians 13:13, and Hebrews 6:10-12.  What 
does each of the following mean to you? 

a. “Work produced by faith” 
 Work God has given me was produced by faith in Him 
 Ephesians 2:10 = God prepared the work for me 
 James 2:26 = faith without deeds is dead 

b. “Labor prompted by love” 
 Because you love God and love others are you willing to serve 
 Do you serve out of love or out of duty? 

c. “Endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” 
 Do you endure because of your hope in Jesus 
 Hope is not wishful thinking, but firm confidence in the promise of Jesus 
 See 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17, what a promise 

Lesson:  Continually thank God for other believers in your life. 
 
God’s Choice – Election and Predestination 
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5. 
6. How does Paul know that the Thessalonians are loved and chosen by God?  How 

do you know that you are loved and chosen by God? 
 The gospel came to them not just with words, but evidence 
 Came with power 
 Came with Holy Spirit 
 Came with deep conviction 

7. What do the following verses teach you about God’s choice, election, or 
predestination? 

a. Matthew 11:27 
 No one knows the Father except the Son and those whom the Son 

chooses to reveal Him 
b. Matthew 24:24 

 Deceive even the elect 
c. John 6:44 

 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him and I 
will raise Him up on the last day 

d. Romans 8:28-30 
 God works for the good of those called 
 For those He foreknew, He predestined to be conformed to His Son 
 Those He predestined, He called 



Thessalonian Letters 
“After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Encouragement 
Lesson 1 

 Those he called, He justified 
 Those He justified, He glorified 

e. Ephesians 1:4-12 
 Chose in Him before creation of world to be holy and blameless in His 

sight 
 In love, predestined us to be adopted as sons through Jesus 
 Also chosen having been predestined, might be for His praise and glory 

Lesson:  “God chose you before the creation of the world to be holy and 
blameless in his sight.” 
 
Man’s Choice – Free Will 
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10. 
8. How did the Thessalonians respond to the gospel message? 

 Became imitators of Paul, Silas, Timothy and Lord in spite of sever suffering 
 Welcomed the message with joy given by the Holy Spirit 
 Became a model to all believers 

o Are you a model believer 
o Will others know you are a Christian 

 Lord’s message rang out from you so that your faith is known everywhere 
o Does the Lord’s message ring out from you 

 Turned from idols to serve living and true God 
o The Greeks were polytheistic believing in many gods 
o Quite a change to give up that belief 
o Free will to change 

 Wait for His Son from heaven to return and rescues us from coming wrath of God 
o Note that they had severe suffering in verse 6 
o But they will be rescued from God’s coming wrath 

9. What do the following verses tell you about man’s choice or free will? 
a. Joshua 24:15 

 Choose for yourselves who you will serve, but as for me and my household, I 
will serve the Lord 

b. John 3:16-18 
 Whoever believes so they have to believe 
 Whoever does not believe so they can choose not to 

c. Romans 10:9-10 
 Confess with your mouth and believe in your heart 

d. Ephesians 1:13-14 
 Included in Christ when you heard word of truth 
 Having believed you were marked with seal 

e. James 4:7-10 
 Submit to God, resist the devil 
 Come near to God 



Thessalonian Letters 
“After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Encouragement 
Lesson 1 

10. How do you reconcile the teaching of God’s choice and man’s choice?  See Romans 
11:33-38. 
 Difficult to understand 
 We cannot fully understand the mind of God 
 Just have to trust Him that His word is true 

11. If God has chosen you and you have chosen Him, how should you live?  See 
Matthew 24:14, Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8. 
 Go and make disciples in whole world 

o End won’t come until gospel is preached to whole world Matthew 24:14 
 Be His witnesses wherever you are 
 Wait for His return to save you from coming wrath even though you may go 

through suffering and persecution now. 
Lesson:  People chosen by God must also make a choice for Him. 
 
Challenge:  How will you let the Lord’s message ring out this week? 
  



Thessalonian Letters 
“After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Ministry 
Lesson 2 

Paul’s Ministry Appeal 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 and Acts 16:11-40. 
1. What happened to Paul and Silas in Philippi?  How were they insulted and how did 

they suffer? 
 Lydia 

o First they met Lydia who became a Christian and they stayed with her 
o She and members of her house were baptized 

 Slave girl with spirit allowing her to predict future and she earned a great deal of 
money 

o Followed them for days 
o Paul commanded the spirit to come out and it left her 
o Owners accused Paul and Silas and crowd joined in 
o Magistrates severely beat them and through them in jail 

 Paul and Silas in jail 
o Singing and praying with other prisoners listening to them 
o Earthquake that opened jail doors and chains came lose 
o Jailer wants to kill himself, but Paul says we are all here 

 Jailor’s conversion and his whole family 
 Paul and Silas released and calls for the magistrates to escort him out of town 

o They were Roman citizens and had been beaten unjustly 
o Then on to Thessalonica 

2. How was their visit “not a failure?”  See Acts 17:1-4. 
 Told them the gospel after the strong opposition in Philippi 
 Many Thessalonians believed 

o Some Jews 
o Large number of Greeks 
o And prominent women 

3. How did Paul appeal to the Thessalonians?  How do you appeal to unbelievers?  
See verses 3-6a? 
 Not from error or impure motives = what are your motives, are you in error? 
 Did not try to trick them = tell the truth 
 Speak as men approved by God entrusted with the gospel message = do you 

know the gospel message and are you approved by God? 
 Not trying to please men, but God, who tests their hearts = are you trying to 

please God first 
 Never used flattery = do you get them to like you first??? 
 Didn’t put on a mask to cover up greed = Joel Ostean puts on a mask it seems 
 Not wanting praise from anyone = what is your motive for making an appeal?   

4. How was Paul gentle and not a burden to the Thessalonians?  How can you be 
gentle with believers? 
 Didn’t ask for money or food, supported himself = pay your own way 
 Worked day and night not to be a burden 
 Cared for them like mother and child relationship 
 Delighted to share gospel but also liked them and spent time with them 



Thessalonian Letters 
“After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Ministry 
Lesson 2 

o Do you spend time with believers =  SS class 
o Do you fellowship together 

 Holy, righteous, blameless among you = do you set a godly example? 
 Like a father and child 

o Encouraging = do I do that? 
o Comforting = not much of a comforter 
o Urging you to lead lives worthy of God as God calls you into His kingdom 

Lesson:  Love believers so much that you are delighted to share the gospel of 
God and your life as well. 
 
Paul’s Ministry Result 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16 and Acts 17:5-15. 
5. Who does Paul thank continually and for what does he thank? 

 Thanks God continually;  he doesn’t call out himself 
 Thanks that the received the word of God and the accepted it as a word from 

God and not from Paul 
 That word is active and at work in them 
 They became imitators of the churches in Judea 

6. What do you learn from Paul about sharing the gospel with others? 
 Personal 
 Just share God’s word 
 God does the rest 
 It is not about you 

7. From Acts 17:5-15, what was happening to the Thessalonian church and to Paul? 
See Acts 9:15-16. 
 They were being persecuted by the Jews in Thessalonica 
 Basically, kicked Paul out of Thessalonica and he had to go to Berea 
 Followed Paul to Berea and kicked him out of there as well 
 Sounds like the continued to persecute the Thessalonica church 
 Paul encourages the Thessalonica church with his words 
 Reminds me of what Saul (Paul) did in Acts 8:1-3. 
 The prophecy of Acts 9:15-16 is coming true for Paul in that he must suffer 

o I wonder how Paul felt about this suffering 
8. Explain Paul’s rebuke of the Jews in Judea and Thessalonica. 

 Jews killed Jesus and the prophets in the past 
 They displease God.  Do you ever displease God? 
 Hostile to all men by keeping Paul from speaking to the gentiles so that they may 

be saved 
 They are heaping up sins to the limit and wrath of God has come upon them 

9. Some say that in the Old Testament, God is wrathful, but in the New Testament, He 
is a God of love.  But Paul says that the “wrath of God has come upon them at last.”  
How do you understand God’s wrath from the following verses? 

a. Romans 3:5-8 



Thessalonian Letters 
“After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Ministry 
Lesson 2 

 Anger is justified 
b. Romans 1:18-19 

 Wrath of God is being revealed against all ungodliness and wickedness of 
men 

c. Romans 2:5, 8 
 Stubborness and unrepentant heart, you store up wrath against yourself 

until judgment day 
 His righteous judgment will be revealed 
 For those that reject the truth and follow evil there will be wrath and anger 

d. Exodus 34:6, Isaiah 54:8 
 God is slow to anger and abounding in love 
 He has compassion and will turn away His anger 

e. Romans 5:9, 8:1, 1 Thessalonians 1:10 
 Justified by His blood we are saved from God’s wrath 
 No condemnation for those in Jesus 
 Saved from wrath 

Lesson:  God’s wrath is heaped onto unbelievers and removed from believers. 
 
Paul’s Concern and Timothy’s Encouragement 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:10. 
10. Paul is prevented from coming to Thessalonica.  Why does he send Timothy? 

 Timothy is a fellow worker spreading the gospel of Christ 
 Strengthen and encourage the Thessalonians 
 They won’t be unsettled by the trials 
 Paul knew the trials would come and they would be persecuted 
 Afraid that the tempter (Devil) might have tempted you and Paul’s efforts would 

be useless 
11. What is the good news that Timothy reports to Paul and how is Paul encouraged? 

 Pleasant memories of Paul 
 They long to see Paul 
 Paul is encouraged by their faith 
 Paul really lives because they are standing firm in the Lord 
 Paul can’t thank God enough for them 
 Night and day Paul prays earnestly 
 He is eager to return and supply what is lacking in their faith 

12. When and how have you been encouraged by the faith of a believer? 
 Personal 
 Have you ever been encouraged 
 Do you realize that it is not about you 
 Notice that Paul is not indispensable, but his understanding of God’s word is. 

Lesson:  God’s people should encourage one another. 
 
Challenge:  How will you minister and encourage other believers this week? 



Thessalonian Letters 
“After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Instruction – Pleasing God 
Lesson 3 

Prayer Requests 
Read 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13. 
1. Notice that Paul actually includes prayers in the middle of his letter.  What are his 

three prayer requests?  How can you use his prayer as a model for you to pray for 
your Christian brothers and sisters? 
 Asks that God will clear the way for him to them 

o Do you pray that God will give you opportunity to be with Christian 
brothers and sisters 

o Do you ask for opportunities to speak with people at church 
 May God make their love for each other overflow for each other and for everyone 

else 
o Do you pray that God will give you love in your heart for other believers 
o Do you pray that God will give you love in your heart for unbelievers that 

you know 
o Do you pray for opportunities to share the gospel with others 
o Do you do this continually 

 May God strengthen their hearts so that they will be blameless and holy when in 
presence of God and Father when Lord Jesus comes with His holy ones 

o Do you pray for forgiveness from sins 
o Do you pray that God will strengthen you to stop sinning 
o Do you pray to be conformed to him each day 
o Do you pray to be set apart for God = holy 

2. How are you confident that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of God 
the Father when Lord Jesus comes?  See Revelation 7:9-10. 
 I have faith in God’s promise 
 I am saved through the blood of Jesus (Romans 10:9, John 3:16, John 14:1-6) 

3. Who do you think are the “holy ones” that come back with Jesus?  See Zechariah 
14:1-5. 
 Some would say angels 
 Some would say believers 
 Some would say both 

Lesson:  Believers should pray for each other to live holy lives. 
 
More and More Sexual Purity 
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8. 
4. In verse 3, Paul says it is God’s will that believers should be sanctified.  Explain what 

each of the terms below mean and how they apply to you. 
a. Justified (see Romans 8:28-30) 

 One time event where you are saved by believing in Jesus as your Lord 
and savior 

 God justified me through the blood of Jesus 
b. Sanctified (see 2 Thessalonians 2:13) 

 Process that occurs after being justified 
 Holy Spirit works to convict me of sin and assist me in leading a holy life 



Thessalonian Letters 
“After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Instruction – Pleasing God 
Lesson 3 

 Therefore, I am a work in progress while I am alive 
 Notice that Paul is saying to do more and more 
 Are you working to grow in your faith and your holiness 
 Or are you saved but only as one escaping through flames (1 Corinthians 

3:15) 
c. Glorified (see Romans 8:28-30) 

 Another one time event that occurs at death when Jesus comes for you 
 When you get a new body and meet Christ in the air 
 Revelation 6:9-11 the souls under the alter waiting, perhaps for their new 

body 
5. In the first century Greek and Roman culture, sexual immorality was as rampant as it 

is today in America.  For example, chastity before marriage was unreasonable and 
adultery and homosexuality were acceptable.  By what authority does Paul say to 
avoid sexual immorality? 
 The authority of Lord Jesus (2) 
 God’s will for them to be sanctified and avoid sexual immorality (3) 
 Rejecting Paul’s instruction is not rejecting man, but God who give the Holy Spirit 

to convict a person (8) 
6. What does God teach about sex from each of the verses below? 

a. Deuteronomy 22:20-21   
 chastity before marriage 

b. Exodus 20:14 
 adultery 

c. Leviticus 20:13 
 homosexuality 

d. Matthew 5:27-38 
 lust 

e. Ephesians 5:4 
 Obscenity 

f. 1 Corinthians 7:2-4 
 Faithful in marriage 

g. 1 Thessalonians 4:4-5 
 No lust and have self-control 

7. From verse 6, how can sexual sin wrong someone else?  How does God punish for 
those sins? 

 Adultery destroys families 
 Homosexuality causes aides and depression 
 Lust causes desire for more 
 Living together causes failed marriages and unhappiness 

8. Why do you think Paul would bring up sexual immorality?  See Romans 1:24-28 
 Sex is very seductive and powerful 
 Once a person starts down a path of sexual immorality, God gives them over to 

their shameful lusts 



Thessalonian Letters 
“After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Instruction – Pleasing God 
Lesson 3 

 They don’t think it is worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God and they get a 
depraved mind 

 God could forgive them if they repent though, but it seems that they may not 
want to repent 

Lesson:  Be sanctified from your sins more and more each day. 
 
More and More Brotherly Love 
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10. 
9. Is it optional to love a fellow Christian? Why or why not?  See John 13:34-35 and 1 

Corinthians 13:13. 
 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 

one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.” 

 Not optional.  Loving others shows that you are disciples of Jesus 
 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
 Builds the church 
  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature 

body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held 
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part 
does its work. (Ephesians 4:15-16) 

10. What does brotherly love look like?  See John 15:13, Romans 14:1, 13-14, 2 
Corinthians 8:1-9, and 1 John 4:18. 
 Expresses itself in sacrifice.  13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s 

life for one’s friends.  Jesus is ultimate sacrifice 
 Care for the weak.  13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, 

make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother or 
sister. 14 I am convinced, being fully persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean 
in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for that person it is unclean. 
15 If your brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting 
in love. (Romans 14:1,13-14) 

 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 
(Hebrews 10:24) 

 Give to the needy.  2 Corinthians 8:1-6. 
 No fear in love 

11. Do you love more and more each day?  If not, how can you change?  If so, then how 
do you do that? 
 Not talking about sexual love, but brotherly love 

o Homosexual say it is ok to love (eros) who you want 
o God doesn’t say that 
o God is saying to love (philo) like a brother and not sexual 

 Prayer Bible study 
 Relationships 
 Severe others and forget about yourself 
 Be humble 



Thessalonian Letters 
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Godly Instruction – Pleasing God 
Lesson 3 

 Again the idea is to keep improving with God’s help 
 This should be a continual prayer to pray for loving others 

 
Lesson:  Be sanctified in your love for others more and more each day. 
 
Winning Respect of Outsiders 
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12. 
12. In order to win the respect of outsiders, Paul says to lead a quiet life, mind your own 

business, and work with your hands?  What does that mean to you?   
 Take yourself out of the equation 
 Listen 
 Stop talking and lecturing so much 
 But we are still called go “go and make disciples” and to be Jesus’ witness.  

Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8. 
Lesson:  Listen to and think of your neighbor first. 
 
Challenge:  How will you please God by decreasing your sins more and more and 
increasing your love more and more? 
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in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Instruction – Caught Up with Jesus 
Lesson 4 

God’s Resurrection Promise 
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 and John 14:1-7. 
1. What does Paul mean by “those who fall asleep”? 

 Good metaphor for Christians who have died 
 Pagans of the dead believed that when people died, that was the end = no hope 
 Fall asleep means you aren’t dead but will awake 
 See verse 10 refers to awake or asleep = alive or dead 
 This doesn’t teach soul sleep, I don’t believe 

o See 2 Corinthians 5:6-10. 
o Revelation 5 = great multitude present before Jesus second coming? 

2. What do the following verses teach you about the resurrection? 
a. Isaiah 26:19 

 But your dead will live, LORD; 
    their bodies will rise— 
let those who dwell in the dust 
    wake up and shout for joy— 
your dew is like the dew of the morning; 
    the earth will give birth to her dead. 

b. Daniel 12:2 
 2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting 

life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 
 All will be resurrected, some with Jesus, some without 

c. John 11:24 
 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

d. Mark 12:26-27 
 26 Now about the dead rising—have you not read in the Book of Moses, in the 

account of the burning bush, how God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’[a]? 27 He is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living. You are badly mistaken!” 

 Jesus challenges the Saducees 
e. John 5:28-29 

 28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves 
will hear his voice 29 and come out—those who have done what is good will rise 
to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. 

 Jesus confirms it again 
f. 1 Corinthians 15:12-22 

 If Christ has not risen, then there is no resurrection of dead and also our 
preaching is useless, faith is futile 

 But Christ has been raised and we will be raised 
3. How are you certain that you will be resurrected with Jesus? 

 Personal of course 
 Either way you will be resurrected 
 Romans 10:9 is a good verse to remember 
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Godly Instruction – Caught Up with Jesus 
Lesson 4 

Lord’s Coming 
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18, Matthew 24:30-31 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-57. 
4. What is the Lord’s coming going to be like? 

 First of all this has not happened yet and is future to us today 
o Paul is essentially writing to us as well as the Thessalonians 

 Big deal 
 Comes down from heaven 
 Loud command 
 With voice of the archangel 

o Could be Michael who is the helper of the Jews??? 
 With trumpet call of God 
 From Matthew 

o Sign of Son of Man will appear in the sky 
o All nations will mourn 
o See the Son of Man coming on clouds of the sky with power and great 

glory 
o Sends His angels with a trumpet call and will gather the elect from the four 

winds from one end of the heavens to the other 
o Seems like he comes at the end of the Tribulation, according to Matthew 

5. What will the coming of the Lord be like for Christians? 
 Dead Christians will rise first 
 Then those Christians still alive when He comes will be caught up together with 

the dead ones in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air 
 Christians will be with the Lord forever 
 From 1 Corinthians 

o You will not be flesh and blood (50) 
o You will be imperishable (50) 
o Not all will die, but we will be changed in a flash at the last trumpet 
o Trumpet sounds and we are raised imperishable 
o Death is defeated and we are eternal beings with God 

6. How do these verses encourage you?  How can you encourage someone else with 
these verses? 
 Personal 
 We should encourage others with these words 

Lesson:  Believers should be encouraged by the promised coming of Jesus. 
 
Unbeliever’s Sudden Destruction 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3, Daniel 12:2 and Matthew 24:36-44. 
7. When is Lord Jesus going to come again? 

 We don’t know, but it will be sudden 
 When God the Father decides 

8. What will people be doing right before Jesus returns and what will happen to 
unbelievers? 
 Living in peace and safety 
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 Eating, drinking, marrying 
 Then taken away to destruction 
 They will not escape 

o Popular movies depict survivors after a holacost 
o But no one will escape this destruction which is certain 

9. As a believer, how do you feel about unbelievers?   
 Reject them? 
 Feel sorry for them and say oh well? 
 Share the good news with him regularly in love wanting them to be saved from 

destruction?  Offer them a way out of destruction 
Lesson:  Unbelievers will suffer sudden and certain destruction. 
 
Believer’s Salvation 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:4-11 and 2 Peter 3:10-13. 
10. How should you be thinking about the coming of the Lord? 

 We should not be surprised that it is coming 
 Look forward to His coming 
 Look forward to a new heaven and new earth 
 From John 14 

o Jesus is preparing a place for us 
o He will come back for us 

11. As you think about the coming of the Lord, how should you live? 
 From Thessalonians 

o Not in darkness but light 
o Don’t, be like others who are asleep but be alert and self-controlled 

 Asleep here does not mean dead 
o Those who sleep, sleep at night 
o Get drunk at night 
o Be self-controlled putting on faith as breastplate 
o Put on helmet of salvation 

 From 2 Peter 3 
o Live holy, godly lives 
o Look forward to speed the coming of the Lord 

12. How are you encouraged? 
 God did not appoint us to suffer wrath, but to receive salvation through Jesus our 

Lord Jesus 
o Note that God “did not appoint” 
o This is different than us selecting or not selecting wrath 
o Not our choice but God’s choice for us not to suffer wrath 
o It is not about you 

 Are you being built up?  Are you encouraging each other? 
Lesson:  Believers should encourage and build up each other in the knowledge of 
the coming of Jesus. 
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Challenge:  How will you encourage a fellow believer with the knowledge of 
Jesus’ return this week? 
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Final Instructions 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22. 
1. Why should you “respect” and “hold in highest regard” the Christian leaders over 

you?  See 2 Timothy 4:1-4. 
 They are over you in the Lord = we may not always like that 
 They admonish me and correct me = may not always like that either 

o Train me 
 They are working for the Lord and called by God (2 Timothy 4:1-4) 

o Because Jesus is coming soon (1) 
o Preach the Word at all times (2a) 
o Correct, rebuke and encourage (2b) 

 But with great patience 
 Careful instruction 

o Times will come, like now, when men will not put up with sound doctrine 
(3) 

 Want to suit their own desires 
 Gather around teachers that say what their itching ears want to 

hear 
 Turn away from truth 
 Turn to myths 

o Keep your head in all situations (5) 
 Endure hardships 
 Do the work of the evangelist 
 Discharge all duties of your ministry 

 Christian leaders are called and should be respected. 
2. How do you live in peace with others in the church?  See Romans 12:10-13 and 

Matthew 18:15-20 or any other verse that you know. 
 Love each other (Romans 12:10-13) 

o Honor others above yourself 
o Don’t be lacking in zeal, keep spiritual fervor serving Lord 
o Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer 
o Share with those in need 
o Practice hospitality 

 Forgive sins (Matthew 18:15-20) 
o Forgive 70 times 7 Jesus said (Matthew 18:22) 

3. In Paul’s day some believers were idle because they thought Jesus was coming 
back right away.  How is that harmful?  How can believers be idle today and how 
can you encourage idle believers? 
 Harmful 

o Quit jobs and have no income = burden on others 
o We don’t know when Jesus is coming so there is a lot of work to do 

 Idle today 
o Could be idle in secular work = help them get a job 



Thessalonian Letters 
“After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

Godly Instruction – Church Unity 
Lesson 5 

o Could be idle in their work for the Lord = help them to see what God is 
calling them to do 

o Could be idle in their prayer and Bible study time = encourage them in 
both of those areas 

4. How can you encourage the timid and help the weak? 
 Ask God to give you the strength for that 
 Do it out of love 
 Personal 
 If you are timid or weak in the Lord, will you ask for help? 

5. Are you patient with everyone?  Why or why not? 
6. How can you encourage someone not to “get even” with someone else? 

 Point out that is wrong, but do it in love 
 Personal 

7. How can you try to be kind to everyone? 
 Think of them first 
 Love them 
 Serve them 
 Don’t think of yourself 

8. What is God’s will for you and how can you accomplish His will? 
 Be joyful always 

o You know that God lives in you and take great joy in that 
o You know that Jesus is coming back for you = take joy in that 
o You will live with God forever = take joy in that 

 Pray continually 
o Pray when you are walking, driving, working 
o Do you think of God all the time in everything you do 
o Does He convict you when think an unholy thought? 
o Do you pray for forgiveness? 
o Pray does not need to be long or with your eyes closed = you can pray 

continually throughout the day = try it 
 Give thanks in all circumstances 

o John 16:33 says we will have trouble 
o Thanks for the good things and thanks for the bad things 
o In the bad things God is trying to teach you something and to rely on him 

9. How can you avoid putting out the Spirit’s fire in yourself or someone else? 
 Yourself 

o Your own sinful actions 
o Avoid every kind of evil 

 Someone else 
o Discourage them 
o Criticize their method of worship, singing, etc. 

10. Prophecy is speaking forth God’s Word.  Those reading or interpreting the Bible are 
prophets.  How should you treat those that Prophecy? 
 Don’t hold them in contempt 
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 But test what they say and then hold onto the good 
Lesson:  Believers should live in unity with each other. 
 
Final Prayer 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:23-28. 
11. Paul prays that God will sanctify believers and keep them blameless until the coming 

of the Lord.  How can you be kept blameless? 
 You can’t be kept blameless on your own 
 Only Jesus will do that and He is faithful to do that 

12. How does Paul conclude his letter and what can you learn from his conclusion? 
 Asked for pray for him 

o Do you ask for payer from others? 
 Greet others with holy kiss 

o Do you greet others with Christian love 
 I charge you to read this letter to everyone 

o Do you prophecy (speak God’s word) to others 
o Do you read God’s word yourself 
o Paul is charging you to read it 

 The grace and peace of Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
o Do you share the grace and peace of Jesus with others 
o Do you often think of the grace and peace of Jesus in your own life 

Lesson:  Believers should thank God in prayer for their blamelessness through 
Jesus. 
 
Challenge:  How will you live in unity with those at Faith Covenant Church? 
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Greeting and Encouragement 
Read 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4. 
1. How does Paul encourage the Thessalonians? 

 Addresses them in the name of God the Father and Lord Jesus Christ 
 Offers them grace and peace from God the Father and Lord Jesus Christ 
 He thanks God for them 

o That their faith is growing more and more 
o That their love for each other is increasing 

 They are improving, but need to improve more and more 
 We boast to other churches about your perseverance and faith in all the 

persecutions and trials you endure 
2. How have persecutions and trials caused your faith to grow and your love to 

increase? 
 Personal 
 As God is pushed aside in America, I love Him more and see His power and 

glory more and more 
 I have more concern for unsaved people but don’t act on it enough 
 I have more love for believers 

Lesson:  Trials and persecution encourage believers to grow in their faith and 
love. 
 
Judgment and Glory 
Read 2 Thessalonians 1:4-12. 
3. What is the evidence that God’s judgement is right? 

 Evidence that though persecuted, the Thessalonians have been provided with 
strength from God to endure 

 Their faith is increasing and their love growing 
 Other evidence is that God promises to pay back trouble to those who trouble His 

people 
 Also, God gives relief to His people that are troubled 
 Reminds me of Genesis 12:3 

o I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all 
peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 

4. When will this judgment take place and what is the result?  See Matthew 24:30-32 
and Revelation 6:9-11. 
 When  

o Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire 
o Comes with His powerful angels 
o Sign of the Son of Man in the heavens 
o Comes in power and great glory 

 Result 
o Bad news for unbelievers 

 Punish those who do not know God and don’t obey the good news 
of Lord Jesus 
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 Notice it is all about Jesus as always 
 Punished with everlasting destruction = complete ruin rather than 

annihilation 
 Shut out from the presence of the Lord 

o Good news for believers 
 Jesus is glorified in His holy people 
 Marveled at among all who believe 
 This includes Thessalonians as well as YOU at Faith Covenant 

Church 
5. How and why does Paul pray for the Thessalonians?  How and why do you pray for 

Faith Covenant people? 
 How 

o Constantly prays 
o God may count them worthy of His calling 
o Through His power, He will fulfill every good purpose of believers and 

every act prompted by their faith  (Ephesians 2:10) 
o They are counted worthy not by what they have done, but by the grace of 

God 
 Why 

o Name of Lord Jesus may be glorified in you and you in Him 
o According to grace of God and Lord Jesus 

 Application for you 
Lesson:  Jesus will come to judge unbelievers and be glorified by believers. 
 
Rebellion and Lawlessness 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12. 
6. Why were the Thessalonians unsettled or alarmed? 

 There was a letter or prophecy that Jesus had already come 
 Obviously, then He did not come for them 
 This report or letter was supposed to have come from Paul 
 But the report was a deception 

7. What must happen before Jesus returns? 
 Rebellion must occur 
 Man of lawlessness must be revealed 
 That has not happened, so don’t worry that Jesus has come 

8. Who is the “man of lawlessness” and the “man doomed to destruction?”  What do 
the following verses say about him? 

a. Daniel 7:25 
25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress his holy people and try to change 
the set times and the laws. The holy people will be delivered into his hands for a time, 
times and half a time. 

b. Daniel 9:27 
27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’[a] In the middle of the 
‘seven’[b] he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple[c] he will set 
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up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out 
on him. 

c. Daniel 11:36-45 
 He will exalt himself above God 
 Successful for a time 

d. 1 John 2:18 
18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is 
coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last 
hour. 

e. Matthew 24:24 
24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and 
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 

f. Revelation 13:1-18 
 Beast out of sea and beast out of earth 
 Number of his name is 666 

g. 2 Thessalonians 2:4, 8-10 
 He is revealed so that all will know 
 Exalts himself over God 
 Sets himself up in God’s temple proclaiming to be God 
 In accordance with work of Satan 
 Counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders 
 Every sort of evil that deceives 

9. Notice from verse 7, that the “secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the 
one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.”  Who 
is the one who now holds it back? 
 Roman state with its emperor or maybe the US 
 Paul’s missionary work 
 Jewish nation 
 Principal of law and government 
 Holy Spirit 
 Restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit through the church 

10. How will the man of lawlessness be destroyed?  See Revelation 19:20 and 20:10. 
 By Lord Jesus 
 Breath of His mouth 
 Destroy by splendor of His coming 
 Captured and thrown into the lake of fire 

11. Describe “those who are perishing.” 
 They are deceived by counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders 
 They refused to love the truth and so be saved 
 God sends them a powerful delusion so that they believe the lie 
 They will all be condemned because they have not believed the truth and have 

delighted in wickedness 
12. How are you encouraged by these verses? 
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 Jesus has not come yet and I am not left behind 
 Anti-Christs will come and THE anti-Christ has not come yet 
 The restrainer is keeping him from being revealed until the proper time 

o Therefore, God is in charge 
 Jesus will overthrow and destroy the anti-Christ 
 I am protected from the anti-Christ and will not perish or believe his lie 

Lesson:  Jesus will destroy the anti-Christ and evil at the proper time. 
 
Challenge:  How will you share the good news of Jesus this week with someone 
who is perishing? 
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Stand Firm 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:13-15, Ephesians 1:4-5, and 1 Thessalonians 1:4. 
1. Why does Paul believe he should always thank God for the Thessalonians? 

 From the beginning and before the world was created, God chose them 
o To be saved 
o Saved through the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit 
o Through belief in the truth 
o God called you through our (His) gospel that Paul preached 
o They will share in the glory of Jesus 

 In other words, God chose them, called them and then they believed the truth 
 Election vs. free will 

o You can see that both apply 
o Theory of relativity = depends on the view of the viewer 
o From God’s point of view being timeless and knowing the future which He 

created, He knew you were going to be saved 
o From your point of view you did not know you would be saved since you 

are bound by time and don’t know the future 
2. How do you thank God for believers that you know? 

 Personal 
 Thank God that you know them that you will spend eternity with them 
 Thank God for their encouragement for you 

3. How will you “stand firm” and hold to the teachings you have received? 
 Pray 
 Bible study 
 Fellowship with others 
 Love others 
 Service 

Lesson:  Believers must stand firm and hold to the teaching that you have 
received. 
 
Prayer Requests 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:1-5 and Matthew 25:40. 
4. How does Paul pray for the Thessalonians?  How do you pray for believers? 

 May God who loved Paul and gave encouragement and hope, do the same for 
Thessalonians 

 May their hearts be encouraged 
 May they be strengthened in every good deed and word 
 Encourage others when they do good deeds for the least of these even 
 Do you do good deeds and good word for others? 
 May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance? 

o Philippians 1:6 = Christ’s perseverance 
o Love your neighbor 

5. How does Paul ask the Thessalonians to pray?  How do you pray for your Pastors, 
missionaries, or others that want to evangelize? 
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 Pray that message of the Lord will spread rapidly 
o They are doing God’s work 

 Pray that the message of the Lord will be honored or believed 
o Not all understand the world 

 Pray that Paul be delivered from evil men 
o Protection against Satan 

6. What encouragement does Paul give to the Thessalonians?  How does Paul’s 
encouragement apply to you? 
 Lord is faithful = God does not lie and is true to His promises 
 Titus 1:2 = God’s promise 
 Lord protects and strengthens from the evil one 

o John 10:28 
o Deuteronomy 31:6, Hebrews 13:5 
o Ephesians 6:10-19 

7. Paul has confidence in the Thessalonians because of their obedience?  In what 
ways do you obey or disobey the Lord?  What is the result in each case? 
 They are doing the things he commands 
 Will continue to do the things he commands 
 What about you?  = personal 

Lesson:  Believers should pray for each. 
 
Idle Brothers 
Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15. 
8. What does Paul mean by “keep away from” and “do not associate with” idle 

brothers?  Why would he give that instruction? 
 Meaning 

o Withholding close fellowship 
o But still treat them as a brother 
o Try to love them and encourage them 
o Notice in verse (12) he urges them to settle down and earn the bread that 

they eat, never tire of doing what is right 
o Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother 

 Why 
o Idleness is disruptive and sinful 
o They are not busy, but busybodies = irritating 
o Apparently, people have become more idle since the first letter 
o If they don’t work, they should not eat is Paul’s command 

9. How was Paul an example to the Thessalonians?  How can you be an example to 
others? 
 He worked day and night 
 Did not want to be a burden financially to them 
 He could have asked for help, but he wanted to be a model for them 
 He put his money where his mouth is 
 Lead by example 
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 Personal 
10. Have you been idle?  If so, how can you change? 

 Bible study 
 Prayer 
 Loving and helping others 
 Pray for God to help 

Lesson:  Believers should warn and encourage idle believers. 
 
Final Greetings 
Read 2 Thessalonians 3:16-18. 
11. How does Paul close his letter which is written for you? 

 May Lord of peace give peace at all times and in every way 
 Lord be with you all 
 Writes the ending in his own hand 

12. How does the Lord of peace give you peace at all times and in every way? 
 Personal 

Lesson:  God gives peace to believers at all times and in every way? 
 
Challenge:  How will you be obedient to God’s Word so that you make Jesus the 
Lord of your life? 
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