The Lord’s Appearances
In the Old Testament
Faith Covenant Church

Lord’s Old Testament Appearances
Introduction
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2)

One Eternal God
Before we begin our study of the Lord’s Old Testament appearances, it is important to
understand that the One Eternal God exists in three persons. There are not three
separate God’s, but only one, and yet God seems to have three natures: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Theologians refer to this three-in-one concept as the Trinity even
though the Bible does not use the word Trinity.
Let’s review the following verses that speak of one God.
Deuteronomy 4:39
Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the L ORD is God in heaven above and on the
earth below. There is no other.
Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
Isaiah 45:21b
Was it not I, the LORD?
And there is no God apart from me,
a righteous God and a Savior;
there is none but me.
1 Corinthians 8:6
Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we
live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through
whom we live.
Ephesians 4:4-6
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were
called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all.
1 Timothy 2:5-6
For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus,
who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the
proper time.
James 2:19
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.
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Plurality of God
And yet, the following verses refer to the plurality of the one God. This may not be easy
to understand but let’s see what God’s Word says. We know that God cannot lie.
Genesis 1:26
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness”
Genesis 3:22
And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil.
Genesis 11:7
“
Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.”
Isaiah 6:8
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”
Isaiah 7:14 (note that Immanuel means God is with us)
Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,
and will call him Immanuel.
Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Trinity: One God in Three Persons
Trinity or Triune means that three are united into one. As mentioned above, “Trinity” is
not a word that is in the Bible, but it’s concept is clearly taught. Matthew 28:19 says
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” It is interesting to note that the word “name” is singular so
that Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all one.
In John 16:5-15, Jesus tells us that the Counselor (Holy Spirit) will come only if He
(Jesus) goes away and that He (Jesus) is returning to the Father. The Holy Spirit will
guide us in all truth and speak what He hears. All that belongs to the Father belongs to
Jesus and the Spirit will take what is Jesus and make it known to us.
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In other passages below, the three Persons of God are mentioned.
Matthew 3:16-17 (Jesus is baptized)
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened,
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from
heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
John 15:26 (Jesus speaks these words to the disciples)
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who
goes out from the Father—he will testify about me.
Romans 8:16-17
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children,
then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in
order that we may also share in his glory.
Each Person of the Trinity has similar divine attributes as listed below.
Attribute
Holiness
Eternal
All-knowing
All-powerful
Omni-present
Creator
Giving Spiritual
Life
Miracles
Teaching
Experiencing Grief

Father
John 17:11
1 Timothy 1:17
Matthew 6:8,32
Psalm 135:5-7
Jeremiah 23:24
Genesis 1:1
Ephesians 2:4-5

Son
1 Corinthians 1:30
Hebrews 1:2-3, 8
John 2:24-25
1 Corinthians 15:24-27
Matthew 28:20
John 1:3
John 10:10

Holy Spirit
Romans 1:4
Hebrews 9:14
1 Corinthians 2:10-11
Romans 15:13,19
Psalm 139:7-10
Psalm 104:30
Ezekiel 37:14

1 Kings 18:38
Psalm 71:17,
Isaiah 48:17
Genesis 6:6

Matthew 4:23-24
John 13:13

Romans 15:19
John 14:25

Luke 19:41-44

Ephesians 4:30

Jesus: Fully God and Fully Man
In the Bible, and especially in the gospel of John, Jesus (second person of the Trinity) is
shown as fully God (John 1:1-2) and fully man (John 1:14). It was God’s plan from the
beginning that Jesus would come to earth in human form, live among men, and die on
the cross as an atonement for the sins of men. But on the third day God raised Him
from the dead and returned Him to the Glory that He had with His Father before the
world began (John 17:5).
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Lord’s Appearances in the Old Testament
Since Jesus was fully God, and always existed with the Father, He was able to appear
many times in the Old Testament, before his human incarnation. Some scholars refer
to these Old Testament appearances as the Pre-incarnate Christ, while others disagree
or are uncertain. As we investigate these appearances, we will see that there are
several names given to these appearances: The (as opposed to an) Angel of the
Lord, The Angel of God, Commander of the army of the Lord, and Man among the
myrtle trees. We can identify these appearances as God (Jesus) by the following






He uses “I” when bringing a message.
He describes Himself as holy and worthy of worship.
He sometimes carries out judgment.
God’s Name is in Him.
He takes on human appearance.

Our purpose for this study is to understand that the eternal Jesus is sovereign over His
creation and that He has played an active role from the very beginning and until the end
of the age.
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Title

Verses

Appearance to Hagar
Appearance to Abraham
Appearance to Jacob
Appearance to Moses
Appearance to Balaam
Appearance to Joshua
Appearance to Gideon
Appearance to Zechariah

Genesis 16, 21
Genesis 12, 15, 18 & 22
Genesis 28, 31, & 32
Exodus 3 & 4
Numbers 22, 23, & 24
Joshua 5:13-7:26
Judges 6 & 7
Zechariah 1 & 3

Lesson
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Lord’s Old Testament Appearances
Lesson 1
Appearances to Hagar
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2)

Background
 Got told Abram to “leave your country to the land I will show you.” (Genesis 12)
o “I will make you into a great nation; bless you, make your name great.”
o “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.”
o “All people on earth will be blessed through you.”
 God promised Abram, “I am your shield, great reward.” (Genesis 15)
o Abram says he is childless and without an heir.
o God promises him a son out of his own body with numerous offspring
more than the stars.
o Abram believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.
 God also promised the land after 400 years of slavery in Egypt, and then
Abram’s descendants will come out with great wealth. After 4 generations when
the sin of the Amorites would reach its full measure, his descendants will come
back to the land God had shown to Abram (Genesis 15).
Promise to Hagar
Read Genesis 16:1-14.
1. What do you know about each of the following people from verses 1-6?
a. Sarai
b. Abram
c. Hagar
2. What did the angel of the Lord tell Hagar?

3. Who is the angel of the Lord? Explain you answer.

4. What do you learn about God? What do you learn about Hagar?

Lesson: ______________________________________________________________
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Miracle for Hagar
Read Genesis 16:15-16, 21:1-21.
5. Notice that Abram and Sari have been re-named by God. Describe the family scene
after Isaac was born.

6. What does God promise Abraham?

7. What miracle does the angel of God provide?

8. What is the significance of the angel of the Lord intervening in the lives of Abraham,
and Sarah; Hagar and Ishmael?

9. How has God intervened in your life? Have you listened to His intervention?

Lesson: ______________________________________________________________
Challenge: How will you honor the Lordship of Jesus on a daily basis?

Lord’s Old Testament Appearances
Lesson 2
Appearances to Abraham
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2)

The Lord speaks and appears to Abram, later named Abraham, a number of times.
Some of these appearances are in human form, some in visions or and some as He
speaks from heaven. While you may not see the Pre-incarnate Jesus in all of these, we
believe it is important to cover them all so as to more fully understand God’s promises
to Abraham and his descendants.
Lord’s Promise to Abram
Read Genesis 12:1-9.
1. What did the Lord SAY to Abram? How did Abram respond?

2. Explain the Lord’s appearance to Abram and Abram’s response.

Read Genesis 15:1-21.
3. What word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision? How does Abram respond?

4. What promises about Abram’s descendants does the Lord make? Has that promise
been fulfilled?

Lesson: ______________________________________________________________
Lord’s Appearance and Promise to Abraham
Read Genesis 17:1-27.
5. Notice that the Lord appeared to Abram when he was ninety. He tells Abram to walk
before him and be blameless. How does God Almighty confirm His covenant with
Abram? See John 8:58.

6. What do you learn about God from His promise?
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Lord’s Appearance to Abraham and Sarah
Read Genesis 18:1-15.
7. Who are the three men standing nearby Abraham’s tent?

8. What evidence do you see that this appearance is more than an angel?

9. What do you learn about God from this passage?

Lord’s Testing of Abraham
Read Genesis 21:1-5 and 22:1-18.
10. How was the Lord gracious to Abraham? What was Abraham’s response?
11. Describe God’s test of Abraham and how did Abraham respond?

12. Who is the angel of the Lord? Explain your answer.

Lesson: _____________________________________________________________
Challenge: Recognize Jesus’ calling, provision and blessing on your life and be
willing to share that with others.
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Lesson 3
Appearances to Jacob
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2)

Background: Last time we saw that God gave Isaac to Abraham and Sarah and
promised a great nation through Isaac. Later Isaac married Rebekah who was barren
for twenty years. In answer to Isaac’s prayer, she conceived and was pregnant with
twins who jostled with each other within her. The Lord told her that she had two nations
in her womb with one (Israel) being stronger than the other (Edom). The twins were
named Jacob and Esau. Esau was “a skillful hunter and man of the open country” while
Jacob was “a quiet man, staying among the tents.”
Jacob being second born, convinced Esau to sell his birthright for red stew and later
Jacob deceived his father, Isaac, into giving him his blessing over Esau. Because of
that, Esau held a grudge against Jacob and wanted to kill him after Isaac died. Fearing
for Jacob’s life, Rebekah convinced Isaac to send Jacob to Laban who was Sarah’s
brother, so that Jacob could marry from within the house of his mother’s brother. Let’s
pick up the story beginning with Isaac’s blessing of Jacob.
Jacob’s Blessing and Dream
Read Genesis 28:1-22.
1. Describe Isaac’s blessing and command to Jacob.

2. How did Esau deal with the news of Jacob’s blessing?
3. Describe Jacob’s dream and what it means. See John 1:51.
4. What do you think of Jacob’s response to the dream?
Lesson: ___________________________________________________________
In Genesis 29 and 30 Jacob worked for Laban for many years and marries Leah and
Rachael. He had eleven male children by four different women including Leah, two
maidservants and finally Rachael. These eleven male children along with Benjamin,
who was born later in Bethel, ultimately become the twelve tribes of Israel. Laban
mistreated Jacob but Jacob outsmarted him and became rich.
Jacob Flees from Laban
Read Genesis 31:1-24.
5. Why did Jacob decide to flee from Laban?
6. How do you make decisions in your life?
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7. Who is the Angel of God in verse 11? Explain your answer.
8. How was Jacob protected from Laban? See Genesis 31:25-55.
Lesson: ___________________________________________________________
Jacob’s Fear
Read Genesis 32:1-21
9. Why was Jacob afraid and what was his plan?
10. How does fear effect your relationship with God?

Jacob Wrestles
Read Genesis 32:22-31.
11. Who was the man that Jacob wrestled with? What was the result?

12. Have you ever wrestled with Jesus? What was the result?

Lesson: ______________________________________________________________
Challenge: How will you follow God’s plan for your life this week?
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Lesson 4
Appearance to Moses
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2)

Background: After Jacob (Israel) and his sons had died, the Israelites were fruitful and
multiplied greatly in Egypt. A new Pharaoh in Egypt was concerned about the great
number of Israelites and decided to throw every boy baby into the Nile but let every girl
live. Moses was born during this time and was saved from death and adopted by
Pharaoh’s daughter. After growing up in Egypt, Moses killed an Egyptian beating one of
his own Hebrew people. To avoid Pharaoh’s judgement of death, Moses fled Egypt for
Midian where he rescued seven daughters of a priest in Midian from shepherds. He
then married one of the priest’s daughters, had a son and worked for Jethro as a
shepherd. In the meantime, God “remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac
and with Jacob.”
Burning Bush Appearance
Read Exodus 3:1-6.
1. Describe the scene in these 6 verses.
2. In Genesis 2:3, the word holy is used. This is the second time it is used. What does
holy mean to you?

3. Who is the angel of the Lord? Explain your answer.

Lesson: _____________________________________________________________
Lord’s Plan
Read Exodus 3:7-22.
4. Describe the Lord’s plan plan. What do you learn about God?

5. Moses begins to ask questions of God. How does God encourage Moses?
6. If you were Moses, what would you be thinking right now? When have you doubted
the Lord’s plan for you?
Lesson: ______________________________________________________________
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Moses’s Objections
Read Exodus 4:1-17.
7. Notice that Moses is beginning to have doubts about the Lord’s plan and wonders if
the he will be believed. What signs does the Lord give to relieve his doubts? What
is Moses’ response?
8. How does Moses further object to God’s plan?

9. What do you learn about God in verses 14-17?

Moses’ Partial Obedience
Read Exodus 4:18-31.
10. How did God further encourage Moses?
11. How are you like Moses? How are you different than Moses?

12. What is Jesus’s plan for you?

Lesson: ______________________________________________________________
Challenge: How will you obey Jesus’ plan for your life this week?
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Lesson 5
Appearance to Balaam
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2)

Background. Last time we saw the angel of the Lord appear to Moses in the burning
bush. After God stretched out His mighty hand bringing plagues on Egypt, Pharaoh let
the Israelites go. Pharaoh’s army pursed the Israelites until the Lord destroyed them at
the Red Sea. God led the Israelites through the desert for nearly 40 years as they
followed God in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire at night. As over 2 million
Israelites moved closer to the promised land, they defeated two Amorites kings, Sihon
and Og. They were camped in the plains of Moab across the Jordan River, from
Jericho, where we pick up the story. Remember that Moab was a tribe descended from
Moab, who was an incestuous son of Lot (Genesis 19:30-38).
Balak and Balaam
Read Numbers 22:1-20.
1. Describe Balak’s concern and plan. See Exodus 1:7, Numbers 1:46, 2:32-33.

2. What is Balaam’s response to the first delegation?
3. What was Balaam’s response to the second delegation?

4. Was Balaam a believer in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? See Numbers
31:7-8, 15-16; 2 Peter 2:15; Jude 11; Revelation 2:14.

Lesson: __________________________________________________________
The Angel of the Lord and Balaam’s Donkey
Read Numbers 22:21-41.
5. How did the angel of the Lord deal with Balaam?

6. How did Balaam respond to the angel of the Lord?

7. What is the final outcome of this incident?
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8. Who is the angel of the Lord? Explain your answer.

Lesson: __________________________________________________________
Balaam’s Blessings
Read Numbers 23:7-10, 18-24 and Numbers 24:3-9, 15-19.
9. Notice that Balak ask Balaam to go to several places overlooking the Israelites in
order to curse Israel. Describe each of Balaam’s messages.
a. Numbers 23:7-10

b. Numbers 23:18-24

c. Numbers 24:3-9

d. Numbers 24:15-19

10. Why would the angel of the Lord appear during this time of history? What do you
learn about Him?

11. What has Jesus done in your life?

Lesson: ___________________________________________________________
Challenge: How will you obey God’s plan for you this week?
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Lesson 6
Appearance to Joshua
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2)

Background. Last week we saw how the angel of the Lord protected the Israelites from
the evil of Balak and Balaam while they were camped on the east side of the Jordan
River and getting ready to cross over to the land that God had promised them. Moses
died and Joshua had been appointed by God to lead the Israelites across the river and
to give them “every place where you set your foot.” Joshua sent spies ahead to look
over the land and especially Jericho. The spies were protected and saved from capture
by Rahab the prostitute. All 2 million Israelites miraculously crossed the Jordan and the
men were circumcised because they had not done so while they were in the desert.
Now we pick up the story with Joshua at Jericho.
Commander of the Lord’s Army
Read Joshua 5:13-6:21.
1. Who is the Commander of the Lord’s army? Explain your answer. See Revelation
22:8.

2. What did the Lord promise Joshua and what was His plan?

3. Explain what happened on the 7th day.

4. Why did the Lord destroy the Canaanite city of Jericho? See Genesis 15:16 and
Exodus 15:15-16.

Lesson: ____________________________________________________________
Lord’s Mercy and Grace for Rahab
Read Joshua 6:22-27.
5. What happened to Rahab and what happened to the city?
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6. Why did God give mercy and grace to Rahab the prostitute? See Joshua 2,
Matthew 1:5-16, and Exodus 33:19.

7. What was the oath that Joshua made about Jericho and what do you learn about
him? See 1 Kings 16:34.

8. What do you learn about God from this story about Rahab and from Exodus 34:6-7?

Lesson: ______________________________________________________________
Lord’s Punishment for Sin
Read Joshua 7:1-26.
9. Why did the Lord’s anger burn against Israel and what was the result from verses 115?
10. From verses 16-26 we see that Achan was brought to Joshua and confessed his sin.
Joshua and all Israel punished Achan, his sons and daughters and all his
possessions by stoning and burning. Was this punishment to harsh? Why or why
not?
11. Do you think that the Lord’s view of sin has changed from the time of the preincarnate Jesus and the time after the cross? See John 3:16-18 and Romans 6:1523.
12. In what ways are you like Joshua, Rahab and Achan?

Lesson: ______________________________________________________________
Challenge: Be obedient to God’s plan rather than your own.
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Lesson 7
Appearance to Gideon
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2)

Background: Last week we learned about Joshua’s first victory in the promised land.
Joshua continued to lead Israel as they fought and took over the land. Once that was
accomplished, the land was allotted to each tribe in very specific detail. After a long
time of rest from battles, Joshua spoke to all the leaders of the tribes. He asked them to
renew their covenant to the Lord and not worship foreign gods which would bring
disaster upon them. They all agreed, “We will serve the Lord.” But when Joshua and
his generation died “another generation grew up, who knew neither the Lord nor what
he had done for Israel. Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served
the Baals.” “This provoked the Lord to anger and He handed them over to raiders who
plundered them.” After being subjected to their enemies and crying out to the Lord for
help, He would raise up a judge (godly military leader) to defeat their enemies.
Unfortunately, this cycle occurred many times and Gideon was just one of those judges.
Gideon’s Calling
Read Judges 2:1-4 and 6:1-24.
1. What is Israel’s problem? How did they deal with it?
2. What did the prophet tell the Israelites?

3. Who is the angel of the Lord in these verses? Who is the prophet in these verses?
Give reasons for your answer.

4. How does Gideon compare to the apostle Thomas in the New Testament? See
John 20:24-29.

5. What has Jesus called you to do?

Lesson: ____________________________________________________________
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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2)

Gideon’s Testing
Read Judges 6:25-40.
6. What was the Lord’s instruction to Gideon “that same night?”

7. Gideon followed the instructions at night out of fear. What do you think Gideon
learned?

8. When were you afraid of doing what the Lord told you to do? What was the
outcome?
9. Notice that the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon and he summoned men to come
to arms. What was the test that he asked of God?
10. With the fleece, Gideon was asking for confirmation of what God had already told
him and he asked for a supernatural sign. Do you have a “fleece” story that you
could share?
Lesson: ____________________________________________________________
The Lord’s Victory
Read Judges 7:1-25.
11. Gideon had assembled 32,000 men. How did God intervene?

12. When have you had a time of success when you trusted the Lord’s plan against
seemingly insurmountable odds?

Lesson: __________________________________________________________
Challenge: How will you trust and obey God’s plan for you this week?

Lord’s Old Testament Appearances
Lesson 8
Appearance to Zechariah
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2)

Background: Last time we saw the Lord’s appearance to Gideon, one of many judges
that God appointed to rid the land of foreign invaders. Finally, Israel was given a king
with Saul being the first, then succeeded by David. Israel had a series of kings most of
whom “did evil in the eyes of the Lord.” Because of Israel’s continued disobedience,
they were exiled and the temple and Jerusalem were destroyed. After 70 years of exile
God allowed them back into the land to rebuild the temple and Jerusalem. Zechariah
was a prophet during the time of rebuilding.
Return to the Lord
Read Zechariah 1:1-6 and James 4:8.
1. What does the Lord say to Zechariah?

2. Have you had a time when you have drifted away and then returned to the Lord?
Lesson: ____________________________________________________________
Man Among the Myrtle Trees
Read Zechariah 1:7-18.
3. Describe the vision that Zechariah saw.

4. What did the angel of the Lord say to the Lord Almighty? How does the Lord
Almighty respond?

5. Who are the angel of the Lord, man among the myrtle trees and the Lord Almighty?
Give reasons for your answer and why are they are appearing now?

Lesson: ____________________________________________________________
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Lesson 8
Appearance to Zechariah
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.” (John 1:1-2)

Joshua and Sins Removed
Read Zechariah 3:1-10.
6. How does the angel of the Lord deal with Joshua, the high priest?

7. Who is Joshua the high priest symbolic of things to come?

8. Who is the angel of the Lord and why would He be involved in the re-building of the
temple? See Matthew 23:37.

9. What have you learned about Jesus these last eight weeks? How has that learning
changed you?
Challenge: How will you honor and worship Jesus as Lord over all of His
creation?

