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Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Introduction 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 
One Eternal God 
Before we begin our study of the Lord’s Old Testament appearances, it is important to 
understand that the One Eternal God exists in three persons.  There are not three 
separate God’s, but only one, and yet God seems to have three natures:  Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.  Theologians refer to this three-in-one concept as the Trinity even 
though the Bible does not use the word Trinity. 
 
Let’s review the following verses that speak of one God. 

 
Deuteronomy 4:39 
Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the LORD is God in heaven above and on the 
earth below. There is no other.  
 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  Love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  
 
Isaiah 45:21b 
Was it not I, the LORD? 
    And there is no God apart from me, 
a righteous God and a Savior; 
    there is none but me.  
 
1 Corinthians 8:6 
Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we 
live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through 
whom we live. 
 
Ephesians 4:4-6 
 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were 
called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. 
 
1 Timothy 2:5-6 
 For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the 
proper time. 
 
James 2:19 
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 

  



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Introduction 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 
Plurality of God 
And yet, the following verses refer to the plurality of the one God.  This may not be easy 
to understand but let’s see what God’s Word says.  We know that God cannot lie. 
 
Genesis 1:26 
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness” 
 
Genesis 3:22 
And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. 
 
Genesis 11:7 
 “Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” 
 
Isaiah 6:8 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 
 
Isaiah 7:14 (note that Immanuel means God is with us) 
Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and will call him Immanuel. 
 
Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
Trinity:  One God in Three Persons 
 
Trinity or Triune means that three are united into one.  As mentioned above, “Trinity” is 
not a word that is in the Bible, but it’s concept is clearly taught.  Matthew 28:19 says 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  It is interesting to note that the word “name” is singular so 
that Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all one.   
 
In John 16:5-15, Jesus tells us that the Counselor (Holy Spirit) will come only if He 
(Jesus) goes away and that He (Jesus) is returning to the Father.  The Holy Spirit will 
guide us in all truth and speak what He hears.  All that belongs to the Father belongs to 
Jesus and the Spirit will take what is Jesus and make it known to us. 
 
  



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Introduction 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 
In other passages below, the three Persons of God are mentioned. 
 
Matthew 3:16-17 (Jesus is baptized) 
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
 
John 15:26 (Jesus speaks these words to the disciples) 
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who 
goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 
 
Romans 8:16-17 
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  Now if we are children, 
then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in 
order that we may also share in his glory. 
 
Each Person of the Trinity has similar divine attributes as listed below. 
 
Attribute Father Son Holy Spirit 
Holiness John 17:11 1 Corinthians 1:30 Romans 1:4 
Eternal 1 Timothy 1:17 Hebrews 1:2-3, 8 Hebrews 9:14 
All-knowing Matthew 6:8,32 John 2:24-25 1 Corinthians 2:10-11 
All-powerful Psalm 135:5-7 1 Corinthians 15:24-27 Romans 15:13,19 
Omni-present Jeremiah 23:24 Matthew 28:20 Psalm 139:7-10 
Creator Genesis 1:1 John 1:3 Psalm 104:30 
Giving Spiritual 
Life 

Ephesians 2:4-5 John 10:10 Ezekiel 37:14 

Miracles 1 Kings 18:38 Matthew 4:23-24 Romans 15:19 
Teaching Psalm 71:17, 

Isaiah 48:17 
John 13:13 John 14:25 

Experiencing Grief Genesis 6:6 Luke 19:41-44 Ephesians 4:30 
 
Jesus:  Fully God and Fully Man 
 
In the Bible, and especially in the gospel of John, Jesus (second person of the Trinity) is 
shown as fully God (John 1:1-2) and fully man (John 1:14).  It was God’s plan from the 
beginning that Jesus would come to earth in human form, live among men, and die on 
the cross as an atonement for the sins of men.  But on the third day God raised Him 
from the dead and returned Him to the Glory that He had with His Father before the 
world began (John 17:5). 
 
  



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Introduction 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 
Lord’s Appearances in the Old Testament 
 
Since Jesus was fully God, and always existed with the Father, He was able to appear 
many times in the Old Testament, before his human incarnation.  Some scholars refer 
to these Old Testament appearances as the Pre-incarnate Christ, while others disagree 
or are uncertain.  As we investigate these appearances, we will see that there are 
several names given to these appearances:  The (as opposed to an) Angel of the 
Lord, The Angel of God, Commander of the army of the Lord, and Man among the 
myrtle trees.  We can identify these appearances as God (Jesus) by the following 
 

 He uses “I” when bringing a message. 
 He describes Himself as holy and worthy of worship. 
 He sometimes carries out judgment. 
 God’s Name is in Him. 
 He takes on human appearance. 

 
Our purpose for this study is to understand that the eternal Jesus is sovereign over His 
creation and that He has played an active role from the very beginning and until the end 
of the age.      



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson Plan 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 
 
 

Title Verses Lesson 
Appearance to Hagar Genesis 16, 21 1 
Appearance to Abraham Genesis 12, 15, 18 & 22 2 
Appearance to Jacob Genesis 28, 31, & 32 3 
Appearance to Moses Exodus 3 & 4 4 
Appearance to Balaam Numbers 22, 23, & 24 5 
Appearance to Joshua Joshua 5:13-7:26 6 
Appearance to Gideon Judges 6 & 7 7 
Appearance to Zechariah Zechariah 1 & 3 8 

 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 1 

Appearances to Hagar 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 
Background 

 Got told Abram to “leave your country to the land I will show you.” (Genesis 12) 
o “I will make you into a great nation; bless you, make your name great.” 
o “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” 
o “All people on earth will be blessed through you.” 

 God promised Abram, “I am your shield, great reward.” (Genesis 15) 
o Abram says he is childless and without an heir. 
o God promises him a son out of his own body with numerous offspring 

more than the stars. 
o Abram believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness. 

 God also promised the land after 400 years of slavery in Egypt, and then 
Abram’s descendants will come out with great wealth.  After 4 generations when 
the sin of the Amorites would reach its full measure, his descendants will come 
back to the land God had shown to Abram (Genesis 15). 

 
Promise to Hagar 
Read Genesis 16:1-14. 
1. What do you know about each of the following people from verses 1-6? 

a. Sarai 
 Abram’s wife 
 Can’t conceive and she was older by now 
 Concocted a plan to give her maidservant to Abram to start a family that 

way 
 Blamed Abram for the wrong she was suffering under Hagar 
 Made Abram judge between Hagar and her 
 Flawed person 

b. Abram 
 Accepted Sarai’s plan 
 Didn’t seem to mind or think it was a problem after God had already 

promised him many descendants 
 Maybe he thought he would just help God along with His plan (Took 

matters into his own hands) 
 Blamed Abram for the wrong she was  
 Let Sari decide what to do with Hagar (seems to be weak again) 
 Flawed person 

c. Hagar 
 Egyptian slave woman 
 Abram slept with her and she conceived 
 Once pregnant, she despised Sari 
 Fled away from Sari 
 Flawed person 

2. What did the angel of the Lord tell Hagar? 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 1 

Appearances to Hagar 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 Go back and submit to Sarai 
 I will increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count 
 You are with child and will have a son and name him Ishmael = God hears 
 Lord has heard of your misery 
 Will be a wild donkey of a man and his hand against everyone 
 Everyone’s hand will be against him 
 Live in hostility with his brothers 

3. Who is the angel of the Lord?  Explain you answer. 
 Pre-incarnate Jesus 
 He says “I” will.  Regular angels don’t do that 
 Gives her instruction 
 Has heard her misery = all-knowing 
 Appears in bodily form = she sees him 
 Gives a prophecy about her descendants 
 Hagar says this is the God who sees me, she has seen Him 

4. What do you learn about God?  What do you learn about Hagar? 
 God 

o He cares about all people, not just the Jewish people = father of Abraham 
o Compassion 
o Shows no discrimination to lowly people 
o Wants to help when people are suffering 

 Hagar 
o She submitted to God and went back 
o She obeyed and saw God, the God who sees her 

 
Lesson:  God is compassionate to all people. 
 
Miracle for Hagar 
Read Genesis 16:15-16, 21:1-21. 
5. Notice that Abram and Sari have been re-named by God.  Describe the family scene 

after Isaac was born. 
 Happy at first because of the birth of Isaac when Abraham is 100 years old 
 Ishmael is 14 years old now, because Abram was 86 when Ishmael was born 
 Ishmael was mocking, Isaac most likely 
 Sarah wants to get rid of slave woman and her son so they have no part in his 

inheritance that Isaac should get 
 Abraham is distressed but God says to listen to Sarah 

o God says that it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned 
o I will make the son of the maidservant into a great nation also, because he 

is your offspring 
o God was true to his promise 

6. What does God promise Abraham?  
 God says that it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 1 

Appearances to Hagar 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 I will make the son of the maidservant into a great nation also, because he is 
your offspring 

 God was true to his promise 
7. What miracle does the angel of God provide? 

 Hagar is in the desert and out of water 
 Boy is going to die in the desert 
 God heard her crying 
 Angel of God calls from heaven, lift the boy up, take him by the hand, I will make 

him into a great nation 
 God opened her eyes, saw a well of water 
 God was with the boy as he grew 

o Lived in the desert became an archer 
o Mother got him an Egyptian wife 

8. What is the significance of the angel of the Lord intervening in the lives of Abraham, 
and Sarah; Hagar and Ishmael? 
 Abraham & Sarah 

o Intervened that they had a son 
o All of his descendants would be reckoned through Isaac 
o Jesus is a descendant of that line 

 Hagar & Ismael 
o Hagar is the mother of the Arabs 
o Arabs seem to fight against one another as God had said 
o Kept his promise to Hagar 

 God has a plan and intervenes to make it happen 
9. How has God intervened in your life?  Have you listened to His intervention?   

 Personal 
Lesson:  The pre-incarnate Jesus appeared to intervene in people’s lives from the 
beginning. 
 
Challenge:   How will you honor the Lordship of Jesus on a daily basis? 
  



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 2 

Appearances to Abraham 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 
The Lord speaks and appears to Abram, later named Abraham, a number of times.  
Some of these appearances are in human form, some in visions or and some as He 
speaks from heaven.  While you may not see the Pre-incarnate Jesus in all of these, we 
believe it is important to cover them all so as to more fully understand God’s promises 
to Abraham and his descendants. 
 
Lord’s Promise to Abram 
Read Genesis 12:1-9. 
1. What did the Lord SAY to Abram?  How did Abram respond? 

 Lord said 
o Leave your country and go to land I will show you 
o Make you into a great nation and bless 
o Make your name great and you will be a blessing 
o Bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you 
o All peoples on earth will be blessed through you 

 Abram’s response 
o He left and to wife Sarai, nephew Lot, possessions and his people 
o He obeyed 

2. Explain the Lord’s appearance to Abram and Abram’s response. 
1. Appearance  

o To your offspring, I will give this land 
2. Abram built and offer to the Lord that appeared to him 
3. Most likely Pre-incarnate Jesus.  No one can look at God and live, but they can 

look at Jesus and live??? 
o Isaiah 6:  Isaiah didn’t see the Lord’s face 
o Exodus 30:20 

 
Read Genesis 15:1-21.  
3. What word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision?  How does Abram respond? 

 Do not be afraid, I am your shield and your very great reward 
 What can you give me since I am childless and Eliezar will inherit my estate 
 But the word of the Lord came to Abram 

o Son will come from his own body and be his heir 
o Took him outside to look at stars; offspring will be as numerous as stars 

 The word “Word” also refers to Jesus in John 1:1-3, 14.  Is that a coincidence? 
 But then Abram believed the Lord and the Lord credited it to him (Abram) as 

righteousness (6)  This points to the Savior Jesus in my mind. 
 Lord also said the following 

o The one who brought Abram out of Ur to take possession of the land 
o Does a ceremony marking a covenant 

4. What promises about Abram’s descendants does the Lord make?  Has that promise 
been fulfilled? 
 During a deep sleep Lord says the following (See Exodus) 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 2 

Appearances to Abraham 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 Descendants in country not their own 
 Enslaved and mistreated 400 years 
 Punish the nation they serve and come out with great possessions  
 You will be buried with fathers in peace at good old age 
 After 4th generation your descendants will come back for sin of Amorites has 

not reached its full measure 
 Exodus tells us that promise has been fulfilled 
 Moses is chosen by the angel of the Lord to fulfill this promise 

o Then Joshua takes most of the land 
o Then King David basically takes all that God promised 

 
Lesson:  The Lord Jesus appears and makes an unconditional promise to Abram 
and his descendants. 
 
Lord’s Appearance and Promise to Abraham 
Read Genesis 17:1-27.  
5. Notice that the Lord appeared to Abram when he was ninety.  He tells Abram to walk 

before him and be blameless.  How does God Almighty confirm His covenant with 
Abram?  See John 8:58. 
 Father of many nations; will now be called Abraham 

o Abram means “noble Father” 
o Abraham means “father of many” or “father of multitudes” 

 Make you very fruitful and kings will come from you 
 Establish a covenant between me and your descendants after you for 

generations to come to be your God and God of your descendants  
 Will give whole land of Canaan as everlasting possession to you and 

descendants and will be their God 
 Covenant of circumcision 
 Call Sarai, Sarah now and she will bear a son Isaac 

o Sarai means “princess” 
o Sarah means “mother of nations” 

 Everlasting covenant with Isaac and descendants 
 Will bless Ishmael 

o Make him fruitful 
o Father of 12 rulers 
o Into a great nation 

 Covenant will be with Isaac whom Sarah will bear next year, then went up from 
him 

6.  What do you learn about God from His promise? 
 God is holy and demands holiness 
 God is Almighty = all powerful and sovereign 
 God can forgive sins and cause someone to be blameless (Jesus) 
 God is true to his promise even though Abram had sinned by having Ishmael 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 2 

Appearances to Abraham 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 God promises Canaan to the Jewish people through Isaac and not through 
Ishmael 

 God’s promise is everlasting (See Romans 11:26) 
 God has a plan for the people of God 

 
Lord’s Appearance to Abraham and Sarah 
Read Genesis 18:1-15. 
7. Who are the three men standing nearby Abraham’s tent? 

 Abraham didn’t know them but wanted to show them hospitality so they were not 
anyone to hurt him 

 Notice that he bows down to them, or at least one of them, and calls him “lord” 
(not capitalized in the NIV) 

 Not really sure who the other two are 
 Could this be one Lord in three persons = Trinity?  Not sure if it is. 
 Notice that they ate, so they are in human form  

8. What evidence do you see that this appearance is more than an angel? 
 I will return to you next year and Sarah will have a son (10) 
 “Lord” is in capital letters (10) 
 The Lord asks for Sarah, how did he know about her unless he was God?  

Remember that God Almighty had renamed her Sarah in chapter 17 
 The Lord asks Abraham why Sarah laughed thinking she was too old even 

though Sarah never said that out loud 
 Is there anything too hard for the Lord? (14) 
 Sarah tells the Lord she did not laugh, but the Lord knew otherwise than she did 

laugh (14-15), that is the work of the Holy Spirit to call out our sin 
 More than angels who just give revelations from God. 

9. What do you learn about God from this passage? 
 God knows all things 
 God is true to His promise and cannot lie 
 God convicts us of sin 
 God’s timing is perfect 

 
Lord’s Testing of Abraham 
Read Genesis 21:1-5 and 22:1-18. 
10. How was the Lord gracious to Abraham?  What was Abraham’s response? 

 Lord’s Graciousness 
o Gracious to Sarah and she became pregnant at an old age 
o Just as He had promised 
o Bore Abraham a Son just on the day that He had promised 
o Abraham was 100 years old when son was born, Sarah was just a bit 

young = pretty amazing 
 Abraham’s response 

o Obedient to Lord 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 2 

Appearances to Abraham 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

o Circumcised Isaac on 8th day as God had previously commanded 
o Named him Isaac as God had commanded 

11. Describe God’s test of Abraham and how did Abraham respond? 
 Test 

o Told Abraham to go to Moriah and sacrifice his son 
o Imagine that you only miraculous son 

 Response 
o Abraham willingly obeyed 
o Got up early the next morning with provisions to go 
o Abraham believed that God would provide the sacrifice (v8) 
o Willing to slay his son 

12. Who is the angel of the Lord?  Explain your answer. 
 Called out to Abraham to stop the sacrifice the first time 

o Provided a ram caught in a thicket for the sacrifice 
o Abraham named the place “The Lord will provide” 
o Gives a command  

 Called out from heaven a second time 
o Renewed His promise from the previous verses 
o I swear by myself = He is His own witness 
o I will bless you and make your descendants as numerous as stars and 

sand on seashore 
o Descendants will take possession of cities of enemies 
o Through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed 
o You have obeyed me 

Lesson:  Jesus’ provision for obedient believers is perfect. 
 
Challenge:  Recognize Jesus’ calling, provision and blessing on your life and be 
willing to share that with others. 
 
  



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 3 

Appearances to Jacob 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 
Background:  Last time we saw that God gave Isaac to Abraham and Sarah and 
promised a great nation through Isaac.  Later Isaac married Rebekah who was barren 
for twenty years.  In answer to Isaac’s prayer, she conceived and was pregnant with 
twins who jostled with each other within her.  The Lord told her that she had two nations 
in her womb with one (Israel) being stronger than the other (Edom).  The twins were 
named Jacob and Esau.  Esau was “a skillful hunter and man of the open country” while 
Jacob was “a quiet man, staying among the tents.” 
 
Jacob being second born, convinced Esau to sell his birthright for red stew and later 
Jacob deceived his father, Isaac, into giving him his blessing over Esau.  Because of 
that, Esau held a grudge against Jacob and wanted to kill him after Isaac died.  Fearing 
for Jacob’s life, Rebekah convinced Isaac to send Jacob to Laban who was Sarah’s 
brother, so that Jacob could marry from within the house of his mother’s brother.  Let’s 
pick up the story beginning with Isaac’s blessing of Jacob. 
 
Jacob’s Blessing and Dream 
Read Genesis 28:1-22. 
1. Describe Isaac’s blessing and command to Jacob. 

 Command 
o Do not marry a Canaanite woman 
o Go at once to house of your mother’s father Bethuel (father of Laban) 
o Take a wife from daughters of Laban 

 Blessing 
o May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful 
o Increase your numbers until you become a community of people 
o Give your descendants the blessing He gave to Abraham 
o Take possession of the land where you now live as an alien, land God 

gave to Abraham 
2. How did Esau deal with the news of Jacob’s blessing? 

 Decided to marry an additional woman from Ishmael 
o Ishmael was Abraham’s son with Hagar 
o Not a son of Abraham’s promise but a son when Abraham took matters 

into his own hands 
o Esau multiplied evil by marrying multiple wives just trying to please his 

father 
3. Describe Jacob’s dream and what it means.  See John 1:51. 

 Stairway resting on the earth, Top of stairway reaches to heaven = 
communication between God and man 

 Angels of God ascending and descending on stairway = God is with men 
moment by moment 

 Jesus mentions this in John 1:51 
 Above in heaven stood the Lord = God of your father Abraham and Isaac 

o I will give you the land where you are lying 
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o Descendants like dust, spread out to east and west, north and south 
o All peoples of earth will be blessed by you and your offspring = Jesus is 

one of his offspring 
o I am with you 
o I will watch over you 
o I will bring you back to the land = Exodus 
o I will do what I promise 

 This is Jacob’s first encounter with God 
4. What do you think of Jacob’s response to the dream? 

 He was afraid = how awesome is this place? 
 This is the house of God 
 This is the gate of heaven 
 Renamed the place Bethel = house of God 
 But then he bargains with God 

o Shows he didn’t fully trust God = after all he was a deceiver himself 
o If God will be with me, give me clothes and food so I return safely, he will 

give 1/10th and be my God 
o God offered him much more than that 

 Interesting how God uses imperfect people like Abraham, Isaac and Jacob for 
His sovereign plan 

Lesson:  The Lord uses imperfect men and women to complete His sovereign 
plan that cannot be changed. 
 
In Genesis 29 and 30 Jacob worked for Laban for many years and marries Leah and 
Rachael.  He had eleven male children by four different women including Leah, two 
maidservants and finally Rachael.  These eleven male children along with Benjamin, 
who was born later in Bethel, ultimately become the twelve tribes of Israel.  Laban 
mistreated Jacob but Jacob outsmarted him and became rich. 
 
Jacob Flees from Laban 
Read Genesis 31:1-24. 
5. Why did Jacob decide to flee from Laban?   

 Laban’s attitude had changed because his sons claimed that he had taken from 
their father 

 God told him to do so (verses 3, 11-13) 
 Rachael and Leah agreed 

6. How do you make decisions in your life? 
 Understand the circumstance clearly, pray for direction 
 Find out if God is directing the change, is it Biblical 
 Get confirmation from other Godly people 

7. Who is the Angel of God in verse 11?  Explain your answer. 
 Pre-incarnate Jesus 
 The angel sees what Laban has been doing = omniscient 
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 Explains that He is God = “I am the God of Bethel”, where you made a vow 
 Gives Jacob a command 
 Can’t be just an angel 

8. How was Jacob protected from Laban?  See Genesis 31:25-55. 
 God spoke to Laban and told him to be careful not to say anything good or bad to 

Jacob 
 They work things out among themselves, but with God’s help. 

Lesson:  God’s plan is accomplished even in the face of opposition. 
 
Jacob’s Fear 
Read Genesis 32:1-21 
9. Why was Jacob afraid and what was his plan? 

 Afraid 
o Remember that he had cheated Esau out of his birthright 
o Hears that Esau is coming with four hundred men to meet Jacob 

 Plan 
o Divide into two groups so that, if one is attacked, the other group will be 

safe 
o Actually prayed to God out of desperation and fear 

 O God 
 Remember your promise 
 I am unworthy 
 Save me from Esau 
 Remembers God’s promise 

o Send a gift = three groups of animals to Esau ahead of him 
o He prayed but he also didn’t seem to trust God enough and had to have a 

plan of his own 
10. How does fear effect your relationship with God? 

 Personal 
 How many times in the Bible does God tell us “don’t be afraid?” 

 
Jacob Wrestles 
Read Genesis 32:22-31. 
11. Who was the man that Jacob wrestled with?  What was the result? 

 God Himself, but as a man = second person of the trinity 
 God renamed Jacob Israel = father of the nation of Israel 

12. Have you ever wrestled with Jesus?  What was the result? 
 Personal 
 How has Jesus gotten your attention 

 
Lesson:  God’s plan always prevails. 
 
Challenge:  How will you follow God’s plan for your life this week? 
 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 4 

Appearance to Moses 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 
Background:  After Jacob (Israel) and his sons had died, the Israelites were fruitful and 
multiplied greatly in Egypt.  A new Pharaoh in Egypt was concerned about the great 
number of Israelites and decided to throw every boy baby into the Nile but let every girl 
live.  Moses was born during this time and was saved from death and adopted by 
Pharaoh’s daughter.  After growing up in Egypt, Moses killed an Egyptian beating one of 
his own Hebrew people.  To avoid Pharaoh’s judgement of death, Moses fled Egypt for 
Midian where he rescued seven daughters of a priest in Midian from shepherds.  He 
then married one of the priest’s daughters, had a son and worked for Jethro as a 
shepherd.  In the meantime, God “remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac 
and with Jacob.” 
 
Burning Bush Appearance 
Read Exodus 3:1-6. 
1. Describe the scene in these 6 verses. 

 Moses is a shepherd, tending flocks of his father in law 
 Came to the far side of the desert and came to a mountain (Horeb) 

o Not sure where that is 
 The angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in flames of fire 
 But the bush was not consumed 
 Moses wanted to understand why bush did not burn 
 God called to him from within the bush and Moses responded, I am here 
 The Angel said to take of his sandals, you are on holy ground 
 Explains He is God of Fathers:  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
 Moses hides his face = afraid to look at God. 

2. In Genesis 2:3, the word holy is used.  This is the second time it is used.  What does 
holy mean to you? 
 Set apart 
 God is holy  
 Declared sacred 

3. Who is the angel of the Lord?  Explain your answer. 
 God Himself = Father 
 Jesus = pre-incarnent Christ  
 Ground was holy because God was there not because the ground itself is holy 
 God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
 Notice that God is revealing Himself as holy 

o God progressively is revealing himself to people 
o He has done that all through the Bible 

 
Lesson:  God has progressively reveals Himself to mankind as recorded in the 
Bible. 
 
 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 4 

Appearance to Moses 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

Lord’s Plan 
Read Exodus 3:7-22. 
4. Describe the Lord’s plan plan.  What do you learn about God? 

 Seen misery of His people in Eqypt = God love His people and knows what is 
happening 

 God is concerned about their suffering = He loves and cares 
 God is coming down from His throne to rescue Israelites from Eqyptians 
 God will bring them out to a good and spacious land flowing with milk and honey 

= God provides 
 I am sending you (Moses) to bring my people out = God uses ordinary people to 

accomplish His plan 
5. Moses begins to ask questions of God.  How does God encourage Moses? 

 I will be with you (12) 
 He will give Moses a sign, that it is me that sent you 

o After you bring the people out, you will worship God on this mountain 
o Moses must not have taken this a too encouraging 

 God names Himself as I AM (see John 8:58 
o Trust worthy and true 
o Dependable and faithful 
o God of your fathers:  A, I , J 
o This is my name to be remembered  from generation to generation 

 Gives direction to Moses 
o Go to eleders and say God of A, I, J appeared to me 
o He has seen what has been done 
o Recount the promise to the Promised to bring you out of Egypt (see 

Genesis 15) 
o Will give you the land of milk and honey 

 Elders will listen to you = God must be working on them too 
o Go to king of Egypt 
o Let us take a three day journey into desert to offer sacrifices to Lord our 

God 
 King of Egypt will not listen to you 

o Won’t listen unless a might hand compels him 
o Will stretch out my hand with wonders 
o Then he will let you go 

 Make Egyptians favorably disposed 
o Won’t go empty handed 
o Ask Egyptian for gold and silver and clothing 
o You will plunder Egypt 

6. If you were Moses, what would you be thinking right now?  When have you doubted 
the Lord’s plan for you? 
 This sounds too easy, too fantastic, too crazy, never work 
 Doubted His plan for me 

o Personal 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 4 

Appearance to Moses 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

Lesson:  When God calls you, He will equip you. 
 
Moses’s Objections 
Read Exodus 4:1-17. 
7. Notice that Moses is beginning to have doubts about the Lord’s plan and wonders if 

the he will be believed.  What signs does the Lord give to relieve his doubts?  What 
is Moses’ response? 
 Staff becomes a snake, then back to staff 

o Moses actually obeys 
 Leprosy  

o Moses obeys again 
 Water of Nile to blood 
 After all this Moses isn’t buying it 

8. How does Moses further object to God’s plan? 
 Never been eloquent 
 Slow of speech and tongue 
 God’s encouragement 

o I gave you your mouth = creator 
o I can make you deaf or mute 
o I give sight 
o I will help you speak 

 But Moses says to send someone else = Lord’s anger burns against Moses 
o Lord is patient 
o But can have anger 

9. What do you learn about God in verses 14-17? 
 Lord can be angry, but he is certainly slow to anger 
 Even after the objects, God kept giving encouragement 
 God is still going to help 
 God does not abandon Moses or people 
 Tells Moses to take staff and go. 

 
Moses’ Partial Obedience 
Read Exodus 4:18-31. 
10. How did the Lord further encourage Moses? 

 Jethro wished him well 
 Told Moses in Midian that all the men who wanted to kill him were dead 
 Told him what to do with Pharaoh 

o Perform all the signs before Pharaoh 
o His heart will be hardened 
o Won’t let people go 

 Final tell Pharaoh that Israel is My first born son and I told you to let my first born 
son go to worship me 

 You refused so I will kill Him 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 4 

Appearance to Moses 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 

 Lord stopped from killing Moses because of a good wife 
o Apparently, Moses did not circumcize his own son 

 Lord told Aaron to go to meet Moses 
 Later in Exodus, the plan works out just as God promised 

11. How are you like Moses?  How are you different than Moses? 
 Personal 

12. What is Jesus’s plan for you? 
 
Lesson:  When Jesus calls you should go with complete obedience and without 
objections. 
 
Challenge:  How will you obey Jesus’ plan for your life this week? 
 
  



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 5 

Appearance to Balaam 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 
Background.  Last time we saw the angel of the Lord appear to Moses in the burning 
bush.  After God stretched out His mighty hand bringing plagues on Egypt, Pharaoh let 
the Israelites go.  Pharaoh’s army pursed the Israelites until the Lord destroyed them at 
the Red Sea.  God led the Israelites through the desert for nearly 40 years as they 
followed God in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire at night.  As over 2 million 
Israelites moved closer to the promised land, they defeated two Amorites kings, Sihon 
and Og.  They were camped in the plains of Moab across the Jordan River, from 
Jericho, where we pick up the story.  Remember that Moab was a tribe descended from 
Moab, who was an incestuous son of Lot (Genesis 19:30-38). 
 
Balak and Balaam 
Read Numbers 22:1-20. 
1. Describe Balak’s concern and plan.  See Exodus 1:7, Numbers 1:46, 2:32-33. 

 Concern 
o Saw what Israelites had done to Amorites 
o So many Israelites = some estimate that there were over 2 million people 

 603,550 men over 20 without Levites, these were fighting aged 
men 

 Shows that God blessed Israelites 
o Moab was filled with dread 
o Horde is going to lick up everything around us 

 Take all the water? 
 Take all the food? 

 Plan 
o Send for Balaam a well know diviner to put a curse on them 
o Then Balak could drive them out 
o Balaam was apparently famous = “For I know that those you bless are 

blessed and those you curse are cursed” 
o Sent the elders of Moab and Midian with divination fee 

2. What is Balaam’s response to the first delegation? 
 Says he will seek God and bring you back an answer 
 God came to Balaam in the night 
 Tells Balaam He cannot go with the men 
 He must not curse on Israel because they are blessed 
 The princes return to Balak saying that Balaam refused to come = they were 

unsuccessful 
3. What was Balaam’s response to the second delegation? 

 Balaam said that even if Balak gave me his place, he would not go beyond the 
command of the “Lord my God” 

 God tells Balaam to go with them but do only what I tell you 
4. Was Balaam a believer in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob?  See Numbers 

31:7-8, 15-16; 2 Peter 2:15; Jude 11; Revelation 2:14. 
 Numbers = he was killed and gave bad advice to Midianite women 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 5 

Appearance to Balaam 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 2 Peter = people wandered off and followed ways of Balaam who loved wages of 
wickedness 

 Jude 11 = Rushed for profit in ways of Balaam 
 Revelation 2:14 = Balaam enticed people to sin of sexual immorality food 

sacrificed to idols = Baal 
 Also, in Numbers 25, Balaam encouraged sexual impurity and worship of Baal of 

Peor where, Balaam lived 
Lesson:  God can use evil for God in order to sovereignly execute His plan. 
 
The Angel of the Lord and Balaam’s Donkey 
Read Numbers 22:21-41. 
5. How did the angel of the Lord deal with Balaam? 

 First of all God is angry with Balaam 
 The angel of the Lord opposed Balaam 
 The donkey recognized the angel of the Lord and turned away 
 Notice that Balaam actually has a conversation with the donkey 
 Once the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes, he bowed low and fell face down 
 Balaam’s path was reckless before me 
 The angel of the Lord said he would have killed Balaam if the donkey had not 

turned away 
 Finally, said to go with men and say what He told Balaam to say 

6. How did Balaam respond to the angel of the Lord? 
 Never saw the angel of the Lord at first 
 When he did see him, he bowed low and fell face down 
 I have sinned and did realize you were standing in the road 

o What was his sin in his mind 
o If you are displeased, I will go back 
o Not sure he was repentant 

7. What is the final outcome of this incident? 
 Balaam goes on and tells Balak he must speak only what he is told 
 Balaam goes with Balak 
 They go up to Bamoth Baal and saw part of the Israelite people 

o Notice that the name is Baal which was a pagan god 
8. Who is the angel of the Lord?  Explain your answer. 

 Listen to opinions 
 Notice that the angel of the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes 
 Caused the donkey to talk 

Lesson:  Jesus is in charge of all of His creation and His plan for His people. 
 
Balaam’s Blessings 
Read Numbers 23:7-10, 18-24 and Numbers 24:3-9, 15-19. 
9. Notice that Balak ask Balaam to go to several places overlooking the Israelites in 

order to curse Israel.  Describe each of Balaam’s messages. 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 5 

Appearance to Balaam 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 
a. Numbers 23:7-10 

 Can’t curse those whom God has not cursed 
 See people who live apart = holy? 
 Can’t count the dust of Jacob or number them = from Genesis 13:16, 

28:14 
 Let me die the death of righteous so my end is like theirs = ministry to 

Balak and Balaam? 
b. Numbers 23:18-24 

 God is not a man that he should die 
 Keeps His promise, does what He says 
 Commands me to bless Israel 
 No misfortune with Jacob, God is with them 
 God brought them out of Egypt with strength of Ox 
 No divination against them 
 See what God has done for them 
 They rise like a lioness that devours its prey 

c. Numbers 24:3-9 
 Balaam sees and hears word of God, falls prostrate and has opened eyes 
 Beautiful tents of Israel 
 Gardens beside rivers, seed will have abundant water 
 King greater than Agag and kingdom exalted 
 God brought them out of Egypt with strength of ox = repeated from second 

one 
 Devour hostile nations, like a lioness = repeated again 
 May those who bless you be blessed and those who curse you be cured 

(Genesis 12:3) 
d. Numbers 24:15-19 

 Balaam = hears word of God sees vision and falls prostrate with eyes 
opened 

 A star out of Jacob a scepter out of Israel = Messianic prophesy (Genesis 
49:10) 

 Crush foreheads of Moab, sons of Sheth 
 Edom and Seir conquered 
 Ruler out of Jacob and destroy survivors of the city = Messianic end times 

prophesy 
10.  Why would the angel of the Lord appear during this time of history?  What do you 

learn about Him? 
 God keeps His promise to Israel  
 God announces His plan, even to unbelievers 
 God reveals Himself progressively 
 God has a plan of redemption through Israel 
 God will bring a Messiah 
 God controls His creation, even a donkey 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 5 

Appearance to Balaam 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 God is omniscient 
11.  What has Jesus done in your life? 

 Personal 
Lesson:  Jesus will come to rule the world one day. 
 
Challenge:  How will you obey God’s plan for you this week? 
  



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 6 

Appearance to Joshua 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 
Background.  Last week we saw how the angel of the Lord protected the Israelites from 
the evil of Balak and Balaam while they were camped on the east side of the Jordan 
River and getting ready to cross over to the land that God had promised them.  Moses 
died and Joshua had been appointed by God to lead the Israelites across the river and 
to give them “every place where you set your foot.”  Joshua sent spies ahead to look 
over the land and especially Jericho.  The spies were protected and saved from capture 
by Rahab the prostitute.  All 2 million Israelites miraculously crossed the Jordan and the 
men were circumcised because they had not done so while they were in the desert.  
Now we pick up the story with Joshua at Jericho.   
 
Commander of the Lord’s Army 
Read Joshua 5:13-6:21. 
1. Who is the Commander of the Lord’s army?  Explain your answer.  See Revelation 

22:8. 
 Pre-incarnate Jesus Christ, in my opinion 
 Joshua is told to take of his sandals because he is on holy ground 
 Other angels don’t allow men to worship them as per Revelation 22:8 
 People may not want to think of Jesus as a warrior 

o However, Revelation 19:11-16 shows Jesus as a Judge 
o 2 Kings 19:35 also shows him as a warrior 
o May put a new light on Jesus that He is not to be trifled with 

2. What did the Lord promise Joshua and what was His plan? 
 Promise 

o Lord has delivered Jericho into Joshua’s hands including kings and 
fighting men 

 Plan is very detailed 
o March around the city once for 6 days 
o 7 priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark 

 Ark is representation of God 
 Horns are sign of announcement 

o On 7th day march around the city 7 times with priests blowing trumpets 
o When the sound a long blast have all the people give a loud shout 
o Wall will collapse and every man will go straight in 

3. Explain what happened on the 7th day. 
 Got up at daybreak 
 Marched around the city in the same manner as before but did it 7 times 
 After the 7th time the priests sounded the trumpet blast 
 Joshua commanded the people to shout, for the Lord has given you the city 
 Joshua commands that they were to spare Rahab the prostitute who hid the 

spies 
 Keep away from the devoted things = things that God wants destroyed or things 

that belong to Him for destruction 
o Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring 

trouble and all 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 6 

Appearance to Joshua 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 After the trumpets sounded and people shouted, the wall collapsed  
 Every man charged straight in 

o Devoted the city to the Lord 
o Destroyed with the sword every living thing, men and women, young and 

old, cattle, sheep and donkeys 
4. Why did the Lord destroy the Canaanite city of Jericho?  See Genesis 15:16 and 

Exodus 15:15-16. 
 This was always God’s plan 
 The Canaanites had not reached their full measure of sin of rejecting God until 

now 
 God wanted them totally destroyed. 
 God HATES SIN 
 “The wages of sin is death, but gift of God is eternal life through Jesus (Romans 

6:23) 
 See Exodus 34:7b = He does not leave the guilty unpunished; He punishes the 

children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 
generation.  Look at Exodus 34:6 in the next section 

 This is a chilling a true attribute of God that people don’t always see today 
o Why would a loving God condemn people? 
o The answer is in these verses. 
o People have a choice to make = fear God or not 

Lesson:  Fear God who has the power to destroy you for rebellion and sin. 
 
Lord’s Mercy and Grace for Rahab 
Read Joshua 6:22-27. 
5. What happened to Rahab and what happened to the city? 

 Rahab 
o Joshua told the two spies to go into the prostitute’s house and bring her 

out 
o Bring all out all who belong to her in accordance with your oath to her 
o Brought the entire family out and placed them outside the camp of camp 

of Israel 
o Lives among the Israelites to this day 

 City 
o Burned the whole city and everything in it 
o Put silver and gold and articles of bronze and iron into treasury of Lord’s 

house 
o Did not plunder the city for themselves 

6. Why did God give mercy and grace to Rahab the prostitute?  See Joshua 2, 
Matthew 1:5-16, and Exodus 33:19. 
 She hid the two spies and re-directed her own people away from them (2:1-7) 
 She was a Canaanite, sinning believer 

o She knew Lord has given this land to Israel (2:8-9) 
o Lord dried up water of Red Sea coming out of Egypt (2:10a) 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 6 

Appearance to Joshua 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 
o Heard what Israel did to Shion and Og (Amorite kings) (10b) 
o The Lord your God is God in heaven above and on earth below (11) 
o Swear to the Lord that you will show kindness to my family (12) 

 Notice that she calls Him Lord and not their Lord 
 Again, she was a believer 

 From Matthew, we see that she was in the line of Jesus Christ. 
 Grace is amazing 
 From Exodus 33:19, He will have mercy on whom I will have mercy and 

compassion on whom I have compassion.  He can do that as He wills 
o Again, we should fear God 
o God elects His own, but may not want to bring that up 

7. What was the oath that Joshua made about Jericho and what do you learn about 
him?  See 1 Kings 16:34. 
 Oath 

o Cursed before the Lord is the man who undertakes to rebuild the city 
o Heil of Bethel rebuilt Jericho 
o Laid the foundation at cost of first born son 
o Set up the gates at the cost of his youngest son 
o His prophecy came true 

 Learn 
o God was with him 
o Was obedient to commander of Lord’s army = destroyed the city 
o Honored the promise of the spies to Rahab 

8. What do you learn about God from this story about Rahab and from Exodus 34:6-7? 
 Compassionate and Gracious 
 Slow to anger 
 Abounding in love 
 Abounding in faithfulness 
 Maintaining love to thousands 
 Forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin 
 BUT doesn’t leave the guilty unpunished 

Lesson:  God will give mercy and grace to those who put faith in Him. 
 
Lord’s Punishment for Sin 
Read Joshua 7:1-26. 
9. Why did the Lord’s anger burn against Israel and what was the result from verses 1-

15? 
 Anger 

o Achan acted unfaithfully to the devoted things that were to be destroyed 
o He took some for himself, basically robbing God 
o He disobeyed  

 Result 
o 3,000 men of Israel were defeated against Ai 
o 36 men were killed 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 6 

Appearance to Joshua 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 
o Hearts of Israeli men melted and became like water 
o Joshua fell face down in prayer, calls on SOVEREIGN LORD 

 Why are we hear 
 Canaanites will wipe us out 
 What will you do for your own great name 

o God tells Joshua 
 Get up 
 People have sinned, taken the devoted things and lied 
 Makes Israelites liable to destruction 
 Must destroy whatever is devoted to destruction 
 Consecrate yourselves before tomorrow 
 Must remove the devoted things 
 People must appear tribe by tribe and clan by clan and whoever is 

caught with devoted things will be destroyed by fire.  Violated the 
covenant of Lord and done disgraceful thing in Israel 

10. From verses 16-26 we see that Achan was brought to Joshua and confessed his sin.  
Joshua and all Israel punished Achan, his sons and daughters and all his 
possessions by stoning and burning.  Was this punishment to harsh?  Why or why 
not? 
 Not too harsh 

o God said this is what must happen from verse 15 
o Achen confessed his sin 

 He did confess but he waited over-night, perhaps hoping not to get 
caught 

 Was he truly repentant, maybe not 
 He didn’t confess after the time of consecration which shows he 

might not be repentant???  Thought he could get away with it 
o 36 others had died due to his sin 
o God was going to abandon Israel because of one man’s sin 

 God condemned the entire world due to one man’s sin 
 GOD HATES SIN 

o This would send a message to the rest of the fighting men 
o Romans 6:23 = wages of sin is death 
o Exodus 33:19b = implies that he doesn’t have to have compassion to 

everyone 
o God is not to be trifled with 
o After all was destroyed, Lord turned away from His fierce anger 
o Do you think Achan was a believer?  Joshua told him to tell truth and give 

God the glory.  Maybe he was willing 
 Too harsh 

o 1 John 1:9 would say if you confess, He will forgive 
o Do you think Achan was a believer?  Joshua told him to tell truth and give 

God the glory.  Maybe he was willing to die in order to save the rest of 
Israel??? 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 6 

Appearance to Joshua 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 
o God is slow to anger etc. from Exodus 34:6-7 
o God is a God of love and wouldn’t or couldn’t do that 
o Why the sons and daughters? 

 God punishes to the 3rd & 4th generation 
 Perhaps they had the same traits as Achen and were coveteous 
 Maybe they saw the things and liked them 
 Interesting that it didn’t mention his wife, maybe she was dead or 

not guilty and didn’t know about Achan’s sin???? 
 Bottom line is that is what happened and God had a reason 

o I may not like or understand the reason 
o But God can do as He wished = Sovereign Lord and in charge 

11. Do you think that the Lord’s view of sin has changed from the time of the pre-
incarnate Jesus and the time after the cross?  See John 3:16-18 and Romans 6:15-
23. 
 Absolutely NOT changed 
 GOD still HATES sin 
 But He certainly has given us a remedy by sending Jesus to pay the price for our 

sins 
 We have to pay the consequences for our sins 
 Sin still has consequences = speeding you get a ticket 
 With Grace shall I continue to sin (see Romans 6:15) NO WAY Paul says 
 We should have a fear of God and not want to displease Him by sinning 
 We should immediately confess our sins 1 John 1:9 

12.  In what ways are you like Joshua, Rahab and Achan? 
 I have traits of all three. 
 Joshua = believe God, listen and pray to God, godly leader, I hope 
 Rahab = Know little enough to fear and trust God 
 Achan = have sins of covetousness, but less and less with time.  Think I can get 

away with sin. 
 
Lesson:  Confess your sins to Jesus and accept the consequences, even death.  
Put God before possessions. 
 
Challenge:  Be obedient to God’s plan rather than your own. 
  



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 7 

Appearance to Gideon 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 
Background:  Last week we learned about Joshua’s first victory in the promised land.  
Joshua continued to lead Israel as they fought and took over the land.  Once that was 
accomplished, the land was allotted to each tribe in very specific detail.  After a long 
time of rest from battles, Joshua spoke to all the leaders of the tribes. He asked them to 
renew their covenant to the Lord and not worship foreign gods which would bring 
disaster upon them.  They all agreed, “We will serve the Lord.”  But when Joshua and 
his generation died “another generation grew up, who knew neither the Lord nor what 
he had done for Israel.  Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served 
the Baals.”  “This provoked the Lord to anger and He handed them over to raiders who 
plundered them.”  After being subjected to their enemies and crying out to the Lord for 
help, He would raise up a judge (godly military leader) to defeat their enemies.  
Unfortunately, this cycle occurred many times and Gideon was just one of those judges. 
 
Gideon’s Calling 
Read Judges 2:1-4 and 6:1-24. 
1. What is Israel’s problem? How did they deal with it? 

 Problem 
o Did evil in the eyes of the Lord (6:1) 
o So God gave them over to the Midianites 
o Israel had to provide shelters and strong holds to defend themselves 
o Midianites 

 Invaded the country 
 Camped on the land, ruined crops all the way to Gaza 
 Didn’t spare a living thing, sheep, cattle, donkey 
 Came with their livestock, tents like swarms 
 Invaded the land and ravaged it 
 Impoverished  

 Deal with it 
o Cried out to the Lord final 
o The Lord answers with a prophet 
o And then coming to Gideon 
o How many times do we turn from the Lord only to come CRYING back 

2. What did the prophet tell the Israelites? 
 This is what the Lord, the God of Israel says 
 I brought you up out of Egypt 
 Out of slavery 
 Snatched you from the power of Egypt, land of your oppressors 
 I drove them from before you and gave you their land 
 I told you I am the Lord your God 
 I told you not to worship the gods of the Amorites in whose land you live 
 But you have not listened to me 
 Scathing indictment 

3. Who is the angel of the Lord in these verses?  Who is the prophet in these verses?  
Give reasons for your answer. 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 7 

Appearance to Gideon 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 The Angel of the Lord = Jesus 
o Chapter 2  

 Uses “I” brought you out of Egypt.  Angels don’t do that 
 I will never break my covenant with you, that was God’s covenant 
 Disobeyed me and I won’t drive out your enemies 

o Chapter 6 
 Lord is with you Might Warrior 
 I will be with you and strike down the Midianites together 
 Go in the strength you have 
 Gives a sign He is Lord 
 Bodily form and has a staff, yet performs a miracle 
 God the Father is invisible, but Jesus is not 
 Gideon is afraid because He saw God face to face 
 Lord says peace, don’t be afraid = how many times does Jesus say 

that? 
 Prophet 

o Maybe an unknown person 
o But is probably pre-incarnate Jesus again??? 
o Uses the same language as in Judges 2:1-4 

4. How does Gideon compare to the apostle Thomas in the New Testament?  See 
John 20:24-29. 
 Both wanted proof that Jesus was who He said He was 
 Jesus gave them both proof 
 Both of them worshipped Him as God 
 Gideon built an alter to the Lord for worship, Thomas bowed down to Him 
 When have you wanted proof from God? 

5. What has Jesus called you to do? 
 Worship Him = John 14:6 
 Go and make disciples = Matthew 28:18-20, He will be with me 

Lesson:  Jesus saves alone and is to be worshipped alone. 
 
Gideon’s Testing 
Read Judges 6:25-40. 
6. What was the Lord’s instruction to Gideon “that same night?”  

 Told him to tear down his father’s alter to Baal 
 Cut down the Asherah pole beside it 
 Build a proper alter to the Lord on top of this height 
 Use the wood from the pole to offer a second burnt offering 

7.  Gideon followed the instructions at night out of fear.  What do you think Gideon 
learned? 
 Afraid to do what the Lord said because of fear of his family and the men of town 
 This was no small deal because it took 10 of his servants to help him do this 
 Knew that the men would want to kill him and they did the next morning 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 7 

Appearance to Gideon 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 The crowd was hostile and wanted to kill him 
 His father stood up for him 
 Let Baal defend himself 
 Must have given Gideon confidence to follow the Lord 
 Gideon learned to follow the Lord and obey Him, regardless 
 It is ok to have fear as long as you have obedience 

8. When were you afraid of doing what the Lord told you to do?  What was the 
outcome? 
 Personal 

9. Notice that the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon and he summoned men to come 
to arms.  What was the test that he asked of God? 
 Wanted to know if God would save Israel by his (Gideon’s) hand 
 First time he put fleece out, ground was dry but fleece was wet 
 Asked for second test, make fleece dry and ground wet 
 Notice that on the second one he asked God not to be angry with him 
 God miraculously granted Gideon’s request 

10.  With the fleece, Gideon was asking for confirmation of what God had already told 
him and he asked for a supernatural sign.  Do you have a “fleece” story that you 
could share? 
 Important to understand that Gideon was asking for confirmation of what God 

had said and not guidance on what to do 
 Also, Gideon was asking for a supernatural sign and not a natural sign that could 

occur 
 God graciously granted his request to increase Gideon’s faith 
 My story = God if you are up there, send me someone to love 

o I had a weak faith in God and not really sure about him 
o Put God to the test 
o God answered that test, I gave Him 
o To me that was confirmation that God existed and it was a miracle that I 

got a beautiful woman 
The Lord’s Victory 
Read Judges 7:1-25. 
11.  Gideon had assembled 32,000 men.  How did God intervene? 

 Told Gideon that there are too many men 
o You will think that you defeated the Midianites on your own strength 

 God told Gideon how to cut back the number of men 
o If you are afraid, you can leave and 22,000 left leaving 10,000 
o Then those that drink like a dog can leave 
o Left 300 men 
o I would be concerned about only having 300 men to fight the huge force 

(see vs. 12, thick as locusts) 
 God gave the 300 men provisions and trumpets of the others 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 7 

Appearance to Gideon 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 God also encouraged Gideon to spy on the Midianites and he heard the dream of 
one of the Midianites 

 Gideon worshipped God and had confidence to fight with 300 men 
12. When have you had a time of success when you trusted the Lord’s plan against 

seemingly insurmountable odds? 
 Personal 

Lesson:  Following God’s plan is always better than your plan. 
 
Challenge:  How will you trust and obey God’s plan for you this week? 
  



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 8 

Appearance to Zechariah 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 
Background:  Last time we saw the Lord’s appearance to Gideon, one of many judges 
that God appointed to rid the land of foreign invaders.  Finally, Israel was given a king 
with Saul being the first, then succeeded by David.  Israel had a series of kings most of 
whom “did evil in the eyes of the Lord.”  Because of Israel’s continued disobedience, 
they were exiled and the temple and Jerusalem were destroyed.  After 70 years of exile 
God allowed them back into the land to rebuild the temple and Jerusalem.  Zechariah 
was a prophet during the time of rebuilding. 
 
Return to the Lord 
Read Zechariah 1:1-6 and James 4:8. 
1. What does the Lord say to Zechariah? 

 Return to the Lord and HE will return to you 
 Turn from evil 
 Repent 
 God’s Word outlasts you = God’s Word is eternal (Matthew 24:35) 

2. Have you had a time when you have drifted away and then returned to the Lord?   
 Personal 
 I have for a short time before BSF started in 2016 

Lesson:  Come near to God and He will come near to you. 
 
Man Among the Myrtle Trees 
Read Zechariah 1:7-18. 
3. Describe the vision that Zechariah saw. 

 Man riding a red horse standing among myrtle trees, in a ravine 
 Behind him are red, brown and white horses 
 Man among myrtle trees the ones behind are sent to go throughout the earth 

o They reported back to the angel of the Lord standing among myrtle trees 
o Whole world at rest and peace 

 Also another angel speaking to Zechariah 
4. What did the angel of the Lord say to the Lord Almighty?  How does the Lord 

Almighty respond? 
 The angel of the Lord 

o How long Lord Almighty (Father?) will you withhold mercy from Jerusalem 
and towns of Judah, which you have been angry for 70 years 

o The Lord (Father) spoke kind and comforting words to the angel talking to 
Z, which is an interpreting angel different from the Angel of the Lord 

 Lord Almighty 
o The Lord (Father) spoke kind and comforting words to the angel talking to 

Z, which is an interpreting angel different from the Angel of the Lord 
o Jealous for Jerusalem and Zion 
o Angry with nations that feel secure 

 I was only a little angry 
 They added to the calamity 

o Will return to Jerusalem with mercy and house rebuilt 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 8 

Appearance to Zechariah 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 
o Measuring line stretched out over Jerusalem 
o Towns will again overflow with prosperity 
o Lord again will comfort Zion and choose Jerusalem 

5. Who are the angel of the Lord, man among the myrtle trees and the Lord Almighty?  
Give reasons for your answer and why they are the appearing now? 
 The angel of the Lord = Pre-incarnate Christ 

o Speaking to the Father 
o Seems like judgment is reserved to the Father (Matthew 24:36) 

 Man among the myrtle trees = Pre-incarnate Christ (same as the angel of the 
Lord) 

 Lord Almighty = God the Father 
o Matthew 24:36 again 

 Why are they appearing 
 Jerusalem is being re-established so that Jesus can have his atoning death in 

Jerusalem.  We will see this in the next section 
o Note that Jesus comes back again to Jerusalem according to Zechariah 

14 
o All part of God’s plan 

Lesson:  Jesus continually seeks people to come to Him. 
 
Joshua and Sins Removed 
Read Zechariah 3:1-10. 
6. How does the angel of the Lord deal with Joshua, the high priest? 

 First of all, He rebukes Satan (rebukes twice), not sure if that is Lord Almighty or 
the angel of the Lord 

 Snatched him out of the fire (of commdemnation) 
 Take off the filthy clothes of sin, put on rich clothers 

o Picture of saving grace 
o Picture of forgiveness of sins 
o Only God can forgive sins through Jesus 
o Shows the angel of the Lord is pre-incarnate Jesus 

 Gave him a charge of what God Almighty says 
 Walk in my ways and keep my requirements 

o Then you will govern my courts 
o I will give you a place among these (angels?) 

7. Who is Joshua the high priest symbolic of things to come? 
 Joshua is another name for Jesus = Lord Saves 
 God is saying He is going to bring His servant the Branch = Jesus in the flesh 

(Isaiah 4:2) 
 Zechariah was written a little over 500 years before Jesus came 
 Jesus will remove the sin of the land in a single day = crucifixion 
 In that day each will invite neighbor = sign of peace and could refer to millennial 

kingdom as well as the peace of being washed clean from sin 



Lord’s Old Testament Appearances 
Lesson 8 

Appearance to Zechariah 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.”  (John 1:1-2) 

 This is an amazing set of verses and a tremendous revelation to the Jews of that 
day 

8. Who is the angel of the Lord and why would He be involved in the re-building of the 
temple?  See Matthew 23:37. 
 The angel of the Lord = pre-incarnate Jesus 
 Jesus is involved in His own first advent 
 Rebuilding of the temple is the beginning of Jesus’ coming 

o Remember in NT He teaches in the temple courts 
o He cleared the money changers from the temple in Jerusalem 
o Jerusalem is important to Jesus  

9.  What have you learned about Jesus these last eight weeks?  How has that learning 
changed you? 

 
Challenge:  How will you honor and worship Jesus as Lord over all of His 
creation? 
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