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Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson Plan 
Title Verses Lesson Date 

 
God’s Atonement for Sin 1 John1:1-2:2 1 March 27, 2022 
Obedience, Love, Father and 
Christ 

1 John 2:3-27 2 April 3, 2022 

God’s Righteous, Repentant and 
Loving Children 

1 John 2:28-3:24 3 April 10, 2022 

The Jesus Test, Gift, and Result 1 John 4:1-21 4 April 24, 2022 
Faith, Testimony, Prayer and 
Final Truths 

1 John 5:1-21 5 May 8, 2022 

Personal Letters 2 John, 3 John 6 May 15, 2022 
I am the Alpha and Omega Revelation 1 7 May 22, 2022 
 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 1 
God’s Atonement for Sin 

Introduction 
Author 
The author is not identified in the letter by name, but early church fathers Irenaeus, 
Clement, Tertullian, and Origen  from 140-253 AD, identified the author as John.  The 
style of the letter is in simple Greek and figures of speech (such as light and dark, life 
and death, truth and lies, love and hate) are similar to the Gospel of John.  The 
prologue of 1 John is amazingly similar to the prologue of the Gospel of John.  Also, the 
writer claims to be an eyewitness to Jesus as you can see in 1 John 1:3. 
 
Date 
The date is uncertain but many scholars suggest 85-95 AD and before the writing of 
Revelation. 
 
Recipients 
No recipient is identified by name and this was letter was probably read to many 
churches. 
 
Purpose  
The letter’s purpose seems to be threefold. 

1. “We write this to make our joy complete.” (1 John 1:4) 
2. “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 

you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 John 5:13) 
3. “I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray.”  

(1 John 2:26).   
 
Gnosticism, a Dangerous Heresy 

1. Spirit is good and matter is evil. 
2. Human body is matter and therefore evil, and to be contrasted with God who is 

good. 
3. Salvation is escaping from the body by knowing “special knowledge” and not by 

the work of Jesus.  In Greek “gnosis” means knowledge. 
4. Jesus’ humanity was denied.  Some believed that He only seemed to have a 

body, while others believed that the Divine Christ joined Jesus, the man, at 
baptism and left before He died.  The man Jesus was different than the Christ so 
they denied the deity of Jesus. 

5. The body was considered evil and could be treated harshly. 
6. The breaking of God’s law had no moral consequences because the body, which 

was matter, is evil.  Therefore, Gnostics might consider themselves without sin. 
7. Gnostics are most likely identified in 1 Timothy 1, 2 Timothy 3 and 2 Peter 2. 

 
  



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 1 
God’s Atonement for Sin 

Jesus and God 
Read 1 John 1:1-5 and John 1:1-5, 14. 
1. How are these passages similar to John 1:1-5, 14? 
John 1 John 
“In the beginning was the word.” “That which was from beginning” 
“Word was with God and word was God” “the eternal life with the Father” 
“Word was God” “Father and his Son, Jesus”, “was with the 

Father.” 
“Light shines in the darkness” “God is light and no darkness” 
“Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us” 

“which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
at and our hands have touched.” 

“We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and Only, who came from the Father, 
full of grace and truth” 

“The life appeared, we have seen it, testify 
to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal 
life, which was with the Father.” 

2. How would you describe the author? 
 Obviously walked with Jesus, saw Him, touched Him, heard Him. 
 Looked at Jesus = observed Him 
 Wants to testify about Jesus that He is both God and man 
 John testifies that Jesus was man and God = Jesus Christ 

o Jesus the man 
o Christ God’s anointed one or Messiah 

 Wants them to have fellowship with himself, which is with God the Father and 
Jesus 

 He wants to make the recipient’s joy complete 
3. How would you describe your fellowship with Jesus? 

 Personal 
 Maintain your relationship with Jesus 

4. How is your joy made complete?  Are you able to explain a time where you have 
experienced complete joy? 
 Personal 
 Trust and believe in Jesus 
 Is it home, job, family or yourself? 
 Have you experienced complete joy in your life? 
 Maintain relationship with Jesus 

 
Lesson:  God and Jesus are one.  
 
Light and Truth 
Read 1 John 1:5-7. 
5. John mentions both light and truth in these verses. 

a. Explain how God is light and truth.  See Genesis 1:3-4, Nehemiah 9:12, Psalm 
76:4, Psalm 104:2, Matthew 17:2, John 8:12, John 14:6, and Revelation 21:23. 
 God created light and it was good.  Genesis 1:3-4 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 1 
God’s Atonement for Sin 

 “By day you led them with a pillar of cloud, and by night with a pillar of fire to 
give them light on the way they were to take.”  Nehemiah 9:12. 

 You are radiant with light, more majestic than mountains rich with game. Psalm 76:4 
 The Lord wraps himself in light as with a garment he stretches out the heavens like a 

tent Psalm 104:2 
 “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 

but will the light of life.”  John 8:12 
 I am the way the truth and the life.  John 14:6 
 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes 

became as white as the light.  Matthew 17:2 
 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it 

light, and the Lamb is its lamp. Revelation 21:23 
b. How is God’s Word light and truth?  See Daniel 9:22, Isaiah 9:2, Psalm 119:5, 

and Matthew 4:16. 
 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells 

with him. Daniel 9:22 
 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.  Isaiah 9:2 
 The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 

the shadow of death a light has dawned.  Matthew 4:16 
 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. Psalm 119:105. 

c. How does God’s light and truth apply to believers?  See Job 33:28, Isaiah 2:5, 2 
Corinthians 4:6, and 1 Peter 2:9. 
 God has delivered me from going down to the pit, and I shall live to enjoy the light of 

life. Job 33:28 
 let us walk in the light of the Lord. Isaiah 2:5 
 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our 

hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of 
Christ.  2 Corinthians 4:6 

 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. 1 Peter 2:9 

6. John may have been thinking of the Gnostics as he wrote these verses.  How does a 
person walk in darkness?  How can a person walk in light? 
 Darkness 

o It is so easy without the truth about Jesus 
o Our world is full of lies 
o Satan, the liar is the prince of this world 

 Evolution is one of the greatest lies of the century 
 Universal salvation 
 Bible isn’t true 
 Jesus didn’t die on the cross 
 Jesus is not God 

 Light 
o With the truth about God 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 1 
God’s Atonement for Sin 

o Truth about sin = you are a sinner 
o Truth about Jesus = His blood purifies us from sin 
o Truth about a person’s response 

7. Is Jesus your light and truth?  If so, how has that light and truth caused you to have 
fellowship with others? 
 Come to church 
 Come to SS class 
 Can love others that might not be so loving 
 Want to share your faith like John is doing here 

 
Lesson:  Jesus is our light and truth. 
 
Sin, Confession and Atonement  
Read 1 John 1:8-2:2, Leviticus 16:11-19, and Romans 3:21-26. 
8. Memorize Romans 3:23 and 1 John 1:9.  What does Jesus promise if we confess? 

 He is faithful 
 He is just 
 He will forgive our sins 
 He will purify us from all unrighteousness 

o That is amazing 
 Notice that in verse 8 says without sin (no sin nature), but verse 9 talks about 

sins we have done 
9. How would you define atonement? 

 Satisfaction or reparation for a wrong or injury.  Amends 
 Theological 

o Reconciliation between God and man through the blood, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ 

o Paid a price 
o A ransom 

 Christian Science:  Experience of human kind’s unity with God exemplified by 
Jesus Christ.  No sin and sort of like Gnostics. 

10. How is Jesus able to speak in our defense?  See Hebrews 10:1-18. 
 He is Righteous One 
 He is God 
 He can forgive sins 
 Perfect sacrifice (Hebrews verse) 

11. Have you confessed your sins?  If so, how has confession benefited you? 
 Personal 
 Fellowship with God is to not hide your sins but confess them 

 
Lesson:  Jesus will forgive and atone for confessing sinners. 
 
Challenge:  How will you make a habit of confessing your sins daily? 
  



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 2 
Obedience, Love, Father and Christ 

Obedience and Disobedience 
Read 1 John 2:3-6, Romans 10:9 and Ephesian 2:8-10. 
Note:  John uses two different Greek words that are translated “know” into English.  
Γινώσκομεν refers to Christian’s knowledge in verse 3 while Ἔγνωκα is used in verse 
4 and most likely refers to the Gnostics who claim to have special knowledge of God but 
do not live like they do. 
1. Do you see a contradiction between verses 3, 4 and Romans 10:9 and Ephesians 

2:8-10?  Explain. 
 Christians 

o Romans says you must declare obedience  to Jesus = He is Lord and you 
must obey your Lord 

o Once you are saved you cannot be snatched out of Jesus’ 
o You are not saved by your own works 
o Ephesians 2:8-10 shows that you want to do good works for Him once you 

are saved by His Grace. 
o Christians want to obey Him 

 Gnostics 
o They say they know Jesus but do not follow His commands 
o They don’t want to do good works 
o Probably were never saved 
o The truth is not in them 

 Obedience to God comes after you are saved and not before 
2. What is the advantage of obeying God’s Word?  Can you share a time when you 

experienced God’s complete love for you? 
 God’s love is truly made complete in that person 
 Notice that it is God’s love for us and not our love for Him that is made complete 
 We will also love God back more completely 

3. John refers to people as sinners in 1 John 1:8-9.  Is it possible to “walk as Jesus 
did?”  How would you understand and apply verse 6 to your life? 
 We are sinners and cannot become like Jesus until we are glorified 
 But in the meantime we want to obey Jesus’ commands and do what He said 

and did to the best of our ability 
 Yes we will stumble in sin and disobedience but He forgives our sins. 
 Holy Spirit lives in us to convict us of sins, be our advocate, guide and teach us 

what Jesus would do 
 We should be in His word every day 
 We should pray every day 

 
Lesson:  Those who know God will want to obediently follow His will. 
 
Love and Hate 
Read 1 John 2:7-14, Deuteronomy 6:5, Leviticus 19:18 and Matthew 22:37-39. 
4. What is the old command?  Why does John say it is new? 

 Deuteronomy:  Love God with all your heart, soul and strength 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 2 
Obedience, Love, Father and Christ 

 Leviticus:  Love your neighbor as yourself 
 New command because of Jesus’ work on the cross 

o They previously hated each other 
o Now they are called to love one another as Jesus has loved them 
o Jesus’ light is shinning 
o Jesus is truth 
o Jesus is the light of the world 

5. Commentators say that the Gnostics in John’s day hated true believers.  Explain 
what John is saying in verses 9-11.  
 If you claim to be a believer and yet hate, Christians, you are in the dark and not 

a believer 
 If you love Christians, you won’t stumble or backslide.  Of course you can be 

mad at a fellow believer and that would be sinful (confess) 
 Haters are in the dark 
 If a person hates Christians he was probably never saved 
 All of this is evidence of being a Christian or not 
 John is encouraging believers against the Gnostics of the day 

6. How do you love your Christian brothers and sisters? 
 Forgive always as many times as it takes 
 Pray 
 Encourage 
 Not necessarily emotional love, but caring love 
 Can you love someone and not like them? 

o If you don’t like them how can you correct that 
o Remember you will be spending eternity with them 

7. Who is John addressing in verses 12-14? 
 He is addressing all believers at all stages of their Christian walk 
 Fathers = known Him for a long time 
 Young men = new believers 
 Dear Children = very new believers 

 
Lesson:  Love your Christian Brother as Jesus loved you. 
 
Father and World 
Read 1 John 2:15-17. 
8. In your opinion, what does John mean by the world?  What does he not mean? See 

John 3:16. 
 World means 

o World of sin 
o Lust of the eyes 
o Cravings of sinful man 
o Boasting of what he has and does 
o Pride of life 
o All of that comes from the world and the prince of the world = devil 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 2 
Obedience, Love, Father and Christ 

 World does not mean 
o God’s creation 
o God loved the world 
o God loves people and wants the best for them 
o We are to be in the world and love life. 
o To live is Christ and to die is gain = verse 17 

9. How has God helped you to be in the world but not of the world? 
 As a young man it was harder. 

o Wanted fancy houses, cars, money 
o Wanted to be a success, pretty wife 

 As an older man 
o That is not very important having had that 
o Wasted a lot of time accumulating stuff that just breaks (BMW story) 
o To live is Christ and to die is gain (vs 17 again) 
o The world and desires are passing away 
o The world gives trouble but Jesus has overcome it 

 
Lesson:  Believers are to be in the world but not of the world. 
 
Christ and Anti-Christ 
Read 1 John 2:18-27 
10. John now warns “dear children” (perhaps those new to the faith) about the antichrist.  

What does John tell us about antichrists?  Give verses if you can. 
 The antichrist is coming = the final one (18) 
 Many antichrists have come (18) 
 They went out from us, probably the Gnostics and they did not belong to us (19) 
 They deny that Jesus is the Christ and denies the Father and the Son (22) 
 If they deny the Son they deny the Father.  But if they accept the Son they have 

the Father (23) 
 False teachers (26) 

11. How do believers resist the antichrist and false teaching? 
 Anointing from Holy Spirit who teaches you the truth (20) 
 You know the truth 
 What your have heard from the beginning (truth) remains in you (24) 
 Remain in the Son and you will remain in the Father (24) 
 Anointing teaches you (27) 
 Personal 

o Pray without ceasing 
o Be in the Word daily 

12. What does John mean by “you do not need anyone to teach you.”  Is he saying to do 
away with teachers?  See Matthew 28:20, 1 Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11, 
Colossians 3:16, 1 Timothy 4:11 and 2 Timothy 2:2, 24. 
 Gnostics were teaching wrong things and not from God 
 Matthew = Go and make disciples = teach God’s Word 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 2 
Obedience, Love, Father and Christ 

 1 Corinthians = God has appointed teachers.  Teachers are not self appointed 
 Ephesians = He gave some to be teachers 
 Colossians = let word of Christ dwell richly in you as you teach 
 1 Timothy = Teach that we have hope in living God who is the Savior of all men 

who believe 
 2 Timothy = entrust to reliable men qualified to teach others, able to teach and 

not resentfully 
 After all of that, John must mean the following 

o Make sure you are not listening to false teachers, test the spirits 
o The Gnostics were false teachers obviously and he is referring to them 
o Have you ever listened to a teaching that you knew was not right and did 

not ring true with the Bible 
o That is why it is important to know the Bible so well.  Cannot study it 

enough.  Not just rely on your feelings which you think might be from God. 
o You are taught by HS, but be careful to test the spirits because I know I 

can have all kinds of crazy thoughts that are not from HS 
 
Lesson:  Believers should know the Bible so they can discern false teaching. 
 
Challenge:  This week, how will you avoid antichrists and obey Jesus in order to 
glorify the Father rather than the world. 
 
  



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 3 
God’s Righteous, Repentant and Loving Children 

God’s Righteous Children 
Read 1 John 2:28-3:3 
1. Explain how you have been made righteous and a child of God.  See John 3:3-8, 16. 

 God did it by sending Jesus that is the only way to be born again and be a child 
of God 

 Think of the love that it took for the Father to do that for us 
 Do you appreciate that love of the Father to send His Son to die for you? 
 See verse 3:1 is really an exclamation 
 John says in verse 1, “And that is what we are.” 
 1 John 3:3 says that hope in Jesus purifies us and as Jesus is totally pure and 

without sin  
2. John encourages believers to “continue in Him” so that he and believers will be 

unashamed when Jesus returns.  How do you “continue in Him?”  See 2 Corinthians 
7:1 and 2 Peter 3:13-14. 
 This is not referring to losing salvation (see John 10:28-29) 
 But is referring to remaining in Him (see John 15:9-16) 
 Examples 

o Daily prayer, hourly prayer, minutely prayer 
o Bible study 
o Do what is right and ask God to show you what is right.  This is not always 

easy 
o Like JTB, He must become more and I less (John 3:30) 

 From time to time does your own pride get in your way so that you become more 
and Jesus becomes less? 

 But Jesus did all of the work  
 Jesus is totally pure, but for us it is a continuing process 2 Corinthians 7:1, 2 

Peter 3:13-14. 
 Because of what Jesus did for us, we should want to live holy and righteous lives 

3. John states that believers are “NOW children of God.”  What does the future hold for 
us?  See 1 Corinthians 15:50-58. 
 Not yet been revealed, so still true but still a mystery 
 We shall be like Jesus and see Him like He is 

o Will we really be like Jesus? 
o Will we have holes in our hands feet and side 
o We will see Jesus as He really is 

 We will be totally purified (glorified) 
 1 Corinthians 15:58 says to stand firm, let nothing move you 

o Give yourselves to work of Lord 
o Labor of Lord is not in vain 

 Will appear at Judgment seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10) 
 
Lesson:  Belief in the Righteous Jesus allows sinners to be made righteous. 
 
God’s Repentant Children 



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 3 
God’s Righteous, Repentant and Loving Children 

Read 1 John 3:4-10. 
4. How does John identify children of the Devil?  List the verses. 

 Continuing in sin and don’t see Him or know Him (6) 
 Does sin and is of the Devil who sinned from the beginning (7) 

o Devil sinned and put himself above God 
o John appears to be talking about rejecting Jesus 

 Does not do what is right (10a) 
 Does not love his brother (10b)  Seems to be talking about Gnostics again 

5. How does John identify children of God?  List the verses. 
 Don’t keep on sinning (6) 
 Do what is right is righteous, just as Jesus is righteous (7) 
 Will not continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him, cannot go on 

sinning because he is born of God (9) 
 This identifies children of God (10a) 

6. Do verses 6 and 9 demand that children of God must be sinless?  Give reasons for 
your answer.  See 1 John 1:8-9. 
 No, it is not possible to be sinless 
 Verse 5 says that Jesus came to take away our sins 
 We are still sinners in the world, but Jesus has forgiven those sins 
 We are perfectly sinless in our position with God, but sinful in our worldly 

condition on earth 
 Yet, out of love for Jesus we should strive to be being sinless.  Unachievable 

goal on this earth 
7.  How does Romans 7:14-8:2 help you to understand 1 John 3:4-7 and encourage 

you? 
 This is a struggle that Paul had as well 
 Notice that there is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus. 

 
Lesson:  Turning from sin is evidence of a true believer in Jesus. 
 
God’s Loving Children 
Read 1 John 3:11-24. 
8. John continues his argument about loving others from 1 John 2:7-14.  How does the 

reference to Cain and Abel (Genesis 4) help you to understand love? 
 Don’t be like Cain who was evil and hated his brother Abel 
 Can killed him.  Hatred can kill in  a sense 
 Don’t hate 

o If you do hate, confess your sin of hate 
o Reconcile with the hated person 

 Christians may be hated by others in the world (13) 
o Radical Moslems 
o Homosexuals 
o Atheists 

9. Have you ever hated someone?  If so, how did you resolve that hatred? 
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 Personal 
 Sin that you need to confess 
 Try to reconcile with that person 
 Ask God for love in your heart for that person 
 Hatred can destroy you 

10. What are examples of love that John gives to us?  Have you experienced any of 
those examples in your life? 
 Ultimate is Jesus dying on the cross and giving up His life (16) 

o Jesus became sin for us 
o Jesus left heaven for earth to become a man to die 
o We ought to do the same for our brothers 

 Can you do that spiritually? 
 Could do it in war time or saving someone’s life risking your own 

 Sharing with those in need or do you have no pity for someone (17) 
o Perhaps you say it is their own fault that they are in need 
o Prison ministry is a gift of love to others in need 
o James 2:14-17 = faith and deeds 

 Love with actions and truth (19) 
o Are you able to tell the truth in love to a person going astray? 
o Dave Chilcoat story about rebuke 
o Matthew 18 to go to your brother 
o Are you able to forgive? 

 When you are able to give or love someone, there is a sense of joy.  Or if you are 
helped by someone there is a sense of joy. 

11. From verses 19 -22, how do you know that you belong to the truth? 
 Verse 20 (God knows everything) 

o If our hearts condemn us we can set it to rest because of His compassion 
o If our hearts condemn us we can set it to rest because of His perfect 

judgment 
 Verse 21  

o We have confidence before God 
o We receive anything we ask because we obey and please Him 

 Have you acted out of true love for someone or have you acted selfishly to puff 
up yourself?   

 When you do something kind for someone, can you keep it a secret?  Or do you 
need to tell others what YOU did? 

 When you give, do you do it in secrete?  That is why I never liked plaques on 
parts of a building to be a memorial to me.  Except the urinal in the men’s room. 

12. What is God’s command that John’ gives us and what is the result? 
 Believe in the name of His Son, Jesus, Christ 

o Jesus means “Lord Saves” 
 Love one another 
 Result 

o Those people live in Jesus and Jesus in them 
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o We have the Holy Spirit living in us 
 
Lesson:  Unselfish love for others is evidence of a true believer in Jesus. 
 
Challenge:  How will you turn from sin and love others as Jesus has forgiven you 
and loved you? 
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Lesson 4 
The Jesus Test, Gift and Result 

Spirit Check:  The Jesus Test 
Read 1 John 4:1-6. 
1. John wrote about antichrists in chapter 2 as those who are false teachers.  What 

challenge does he give his friends and why?  See Acts 17:11. 
 How 

o Don’t believe every spirit 
o Test every spirit to see if it is from God 
o Be like the Bereans in Acts 17:11 

 Why 
o Many false teachers and antichrist have come to the world 
o Antichrists speak from world view and not God’s view 

2. Verse 2 tells us that Spirits from God acknowledge “that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh.”   How would you explain this verse to someone else? 
 Jesus = Lord Saves 

o Jesus is Lord 
o Jesus is God 
o Jesus is Savior 

 Christ = the anointed one of God 
o Jesus is anointed one spoken of by the prophets in OT 
o Anointed one of God 

 Came in the flesh  
o Jesus came to earth as a man 
o Jesus was fully human 

 Conclusion is that Jesus is fully God and fully man, no doubt about it. 
 Give it the “Jesus Test” 

3. Verse 3 tells us that a spirit “that does not acknowledge Jesus” is not from God.  
How would you interpret that verse?  Can you give examples today of false spirits? 
 Interpretation 

o They would not acknowledge that Jesus is God 
o They would not acknowledge that He came as a man 
o They would not acknowledge that He came to save us from sin 

 Examples today 
o Moslems say He is not God, but a prophet 
o Jews say He is not God and not Messiah 
o Christian Scientists say He is not God, but a prophet 
o Some liberal churches are now debating the deity of Jesus 
o Some liberal churches are saying there are many paths to God and not 

necessarily Jesus. 
4. How does John encourage his “dear children”?  How does he encourage you? 

 You are from God = I am from God 
 You have overcome them = I have overcome them, not by strength but by spirit 
 The one in you (HS) is greater than the one in the world (Devil) 

o John 16:33 is a good verse where Jesus has overcome the world 
o Revelation church letters speak of those who overcome 
o In some translations overcome is translated victorious 
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Lesson 4 
The Jesus Test, Gift and Result 

o Holy Spirit teaches you and guides you 
 
Lesson:  Holy Spirit, living in believers, provides true discernment about Jesus. 
 
God’s Love:  The Jesus Gift 
Read 1 John 4:7-16a. 
5. How did God show His love to the recipients of John’s letter and to us? 

 He sent His one and only son in to the world that we might live through Him. (9) 
 He sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins (10) 
 God lives in us = HS (12) 
 His love is made complete in us 

o God’s love allows us to love Him 
o God’s love allows us to love others 
o We have all of God, does God have all of us? 

 We live in Him and He in us (13) 
6. John states “God is love” two times in chapter 4.  What does this simple, yet 

profound statement mean?  See verses below or any other verses that might help 
with your answer. 

a. God loves the Son:   
i. Isaiah 42:1 
ii. Matthew 12:18 
iii.  Matthew 3:17 
iv.  Matthew 17:5 
v. John 5:20 
vi. John 10:17 
vii. John 15:9-10 
viii. John 17:23-26. 

b. God’s love for sinners:   
i. John 3:16 
ii. Romans 5:8 
iii. Titus 3:3-4 

c. God’s love for believers:   
i. Ephesians 1:4 
ii. 1 Thessalonians 1:4 
iii. Romans 1:7 
iv. 2 Thessalonians 2:13 
v. 2 Thessalonians 2:16 
vi. Ephesians 2:4-5 
vii. Romans 5:5 
viii. Hebrews 12:5-7 
ix. Jude 21 

7. As a believer, you have all of God’s love and can rely on it.  Does God have all of 
your love? 
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Lesson 4 
The Jesus Test, Gift and Result 

Lesson:  God is love and proved it by sending Jesus to sinners. 
 
Our Love:  The Jesus Result 
Read 1 John 4:15-21. 
8. Once you acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God, what is the result for you? 

 God lives in you and you in Him(15-16) 
 You know and rely on God’s love (16) 
 Love is made complete in you (17) 

o Confidence in day of judgment, because we are made perfect like Him in 
this world (17) 

 We have eternal life when we believe 
 Our position is perfect before the Lord from the instant we believe 
 We have eternal life now and are not waiting for it. 

o No fear of punishment at Great White throne.  Will appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ. 

o If you fear you have not been made perfect.  Should not fear the judgment 
seat of Christ 

 You love others because Jesus loved you. 
 You won’t hate your brothers because of Jesus’ love not on your own merit. 

9. Are you afraid of judgment?  Why or why not.  See 2 Corinthians 5:1-10, Revelation 
20:11-15 and John 3:16-18. 
 Personal 

10. Is there someone that you have failed to love this week?  If so, what will you do 
about that? 

 
Lesson:  Jesus’ love for us allows us to love others. 
 
Challenge:  How will trust Jesus so that God’s love for you will shine through to 
others? 
 
  



Letters and Revelation of John 
“Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come…”  (Revelation 1:4b) 

Lesson 5 
Faith, Testimony, Prayer and Final Truths 

Tests of Faith 
Read 1 John 5:1-5 and John 3:3. 
1. Explain the four doctrinal tests of faith for those who are born again of God.  How is 

your faith encouraged by these tests?   
a. Jesus Divine Birth and Son of God 

 Do you believe that Jesus was born of a virgin 
 Do you believe that Jesus was fully God and fully man, no matter how 

difficult that concept is to grasp 
b. Love for God 

 Love God and Jesus above all else 
 Don’t make idols out of other things 
 Have you seen the love of Jesus for you?  Do you want to respond to Him 

as much as possible? 
 Do you want to know God more and more by studying His word 

c. Love for others 
 Love your family and others as well 
 Not necessarily emotionally, but do you place their welfare above yours 

d. Obedience to God’s commands which are not burdensome 
 Commands are not burdensome, but are also not easy 

o Not easy though 
o But born again people love to do what God wants us to do 
o Are you praying in His will 

2. What does it mean to overcome the world?  Have you overcome the world?  Why or 
why not? 

 You do not love the world as much as you used to  
 The world drags us away from God in many ways 
 Are you focused more on the things of God rather than the things of the 

world? 
 It is so easy to focus on the world 
 You can focus on God’s creation of the world = mountains, oceans, etc. 
 But be careful not to focus on things created by man 

o Cities 
o Homes 
o Sports 
o Money, success, self pride 

 Be in the world but not of the world 
 Not saying to become a hermit and reject all worldly things or want to die 
 To live is Christ and to die is gain 

 
Lesson:  Those who are born again in Jesus have overcome the world. 
 
God’s Testimony:  Water, Blood and Spirit  
Read 1 John 5:6-12. 
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Lesson 5 
Faith, Testimony, Prayer and Final Truths 

3. How would believers in John’s day understand what things are God’s testimony?  
How do you understand what things are God’s testimony? 
 John’s day 

o OT scripture 
o Holy Spirit would tell them 

 Our day 
o OT and NT scripture 
o Holy Spirit also 
o Are we quick to believe man’s testimony and not God’s today? 

 Evolution 
 Science 
 Old earth vs. new earth 
 Mary Baker Eddy 
 Joseph Smith 
 Mohammed 

4. Bible scholars do not fully agree on what John means by water, blood and Spirit.  
What do you think he means? 
 View 1 

o Water and blood flowed when His body was pierced 
 View 2 

o Water refers to Holy Spirit and blood is that shed on the cross 
 View 3 

o Water and blood refers to natural birth of Jesus which is always present at 
birth 

 View 4 
o Gnostics did not believe in deity of Jesus so this view may be in play 

 Water refers to Jesus Baptism by John the Baptist 
 Blood refers to His atoning work on the cross 

5. Why is it important to believe in Jesus as the Son of God, according to John?  
 Has God’s testimony in His heart from HS 
 Otherwise, if you don’t believe, you make God out to be a liar 

o When people say they Bible is not true, they make God out to by a liar 
o People can have disagreements about certain scripture meaning as in 

question 4 above.  
 but just because they hold certain positions does not mean that 

their position is correct 
 There are disputable matters about scripture 
 When I don’t fully understand scripture or have a wrong meaning, 

the fault is not with Scripture, but it is with me 
 God has revealed much in Scripture about Himself, but not 

everything yet.  His full revelation may come when we are raptured. 
o It is a serious offense to make God out to be a liar 
o Are you going to challenge the creator of the entire universe and the one 

who created you?  Satan did. 
 If you have the Son, you have life; if you don’t, you do not have life. 
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Lesson 5 
Faith, Testimony, Prayer and Final Truths 

 
Lesson:  God’s testimony is greater than that of men’s. 
 
Confidence in Prayer 
Read 1 John 5:13-17, Matthew 7:7 and Luke 22:42. 
6. Why is John writing to believers? 

 So that they KNOW that they have eternal life 
 More evidence 

7. How did Jesus’ death on the cross change the way that people approach God?  See 
Matthew 27:50-51. 
 Upon His death the old way of the priest going behind the curtain once per year 

to confess sin’s was gone 
 The curtain is torn and now we have direct access to the Father as well as 

believers in John’s day 
 We have confidence that we can approach God 

8. Why and how are you confident in approaching God? 
 Ask according to His will, not ours 

o Notice that Jesus did not want to go to the cross 
o But He accepted God’s will to go 
o He didn’t get what He wanted??? 

 He always hears us, whatever we ask 
 Notice that verses 16-17 talk about praying for sinners 

o Perhaps we should be praying more that way  
o Maybe we should not give Him so much of a wish list for ourselves 
o God can give what we ask and has power to do that.  But we might not get 

what we want because it is not in our best interest 
9. What is the sin that leads to death? 

 I am not really sure 
 Might be sin of rejecting Jesus as this letter is focused on Gnostics 
 If so, then He is saying not to pray for Gnostics??? 

 
Lesson:  Believers should have confidence to pray in God’s will. 
 
Spiritual Truths 
Read 1 John 5:18-21. 
10. Explain the Spiritual truths that concludes John’s letter. 

a. “Anyone born of God does not continue to sin.”  See 1 John 1:8-9 and 
Jerimiah 31:34. 
 Believers are still sinners 
 But belief in Jesus has cleansed them 
 Their sins are not held against them 

b. “..the one who was born of God keeps him safe and that the evil one cannot 
harm him.”  See John 10:28-29. 
 Once saved, always saved 
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Lesson 5 
Faith, Testimony, Prayer and Final Truths 

 Eternal security 
 Satan can tempt and cause trouble, but cannot take away your salvation 

c. “We are children of God and that the whole world is under control of the evil 
one.”  See John 3:16-18. 
 You are either saved or not saved 
 There is no middle ground 
 Can’t be lukewarm 
 John 14:6 

d. “Son of God has come and has given us understanding.”  See John 17:20-26. 
 Jesus has come to earth to save us and teach us. 
 Holy Spirit has come to teach as well 

11. Why does John end his letter with, “Dear Children keep yourselves from idols?”  
 By idols, he is thinking of false teaching like the Gnostics, not necessarily 

manufactured images of other gods 
 False teaching has been a big point in this letter and those to come (2&3) 

 
Lesson:  Belief in Jesus is the only way to be saved from sin and reconciled to 
God. 
 
Challenge:  How will you share the truth about Jesus this week? 
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Lesson 6 
Personal Letters 

Note:  2 John and 3 John were most likely written between 85 and 95 AD.  Both letters 
are personal and have a similar style to 1 John.  In these early days the gospel was 
taken from place to place by travelling preachers and teachers.  Believers took them 
into their homes and gave them provision.  False teachers did the same thing. 
 
The Chosen Lady 
Read 2 John. 
1. Who is the elder and who is the chosen lady? 

 Elder 
o Obviously, John 
o He was old by then, probably the last apostle alive at that time 
o Might have been an elder in the church where he was 

 Chosen lady 
o The church = the bride of Christ 
o The elect “Kyria”, which is the Greek equivalent to Aramaic name Martha 

which means “lady” 
o Others just say an unnamed Christian lady 

 She is chosen by God = election 
 She has children 
 John loves them because of truth 

2. How would you describe John’s greeting? 
 Grace, mercy and peace 
 From God the Father and Jesus Christ God’s Son 

o Acknowledges God 
o Acknowledge God is with us in truth and love 

 Joy about her children who are believers.  Notice that not all are believers. 
3. What familiar thought does John state to the lady?  See 1 John 2:7, 2:18, 4:3, 3:11, 

and 4:7. 
 Love one another = not a new command 

o This love idea is rather important 
o This seems to be a constant theme of John 

 Antichrist and false teachers are out there. 
4. What encouragement and warning does John give? 

 Don’t lose what you have 
 Continue in teaching 
 Don’t listen to false teachers and don’t let them in your house 

5. How does this letter teach, encourage or help you? 
 John is speaking to me with the authority of God the Father and Jesus 
 God has given me 

o Grace = do get what I don’t deserve 
o Mercy = don’t get what I do deserve 
o Peace = knowing God 
o Joy = John has joy and so do I knowing Him 

 God keeps insisting that we should love one another 
o Faith Covenant seed verse talks about loving each other 
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Lesson 6 
Personal Letters 

o John is sharing his life with them, like our seed verse 
 Continue in the teaching of Christ 

o Don’t stop studying the Bible 
o That is really important 
o Why Faith Covenant teaches the Bible 

 There are many false teachers today that we need to beware of  
 John is a great encourager are you an encourager of other Christians 

6. How does John close this letter and what do you learn from it? 
 John wants to talk face to face, not just in writing 
 That is a good lesson for us to come to church and talk face to face. 
 Sometimes today we are so wrapped up in social media we want to avoid all 

human contact 
 God put us on earth to meet face to face. 

 
Lesson:  Believers should love each other and recognize false teachers. 
 
Dear Friend Gaius 
Read 3 John. 
7. What can you learn about Gaius from John’s letter to him? 

 John loves him in truth 
 He is a dear friend of John’s 
 He was a believer 
 John wishes him physical health to go along with his spiritual health 

o He probably was not very healthy 
o Goes against the idea that sin causes sickness.  Sometimes people are 

just sick.  Name it and claim it does not work. 
 He loves other believers even strangers 
 Faithful in what he is doing by giving hospitality to those who came to see him 

8. What do you learn about Diotrephes? 
 Loves to be first = arrogant?? 
 Won’t have anything to do with John 
 John doesn’t want to come and draw attention to his malicious gossip 
 Refuses to welcome the brothers 
 Stops those who want to welcome the brothers and puts them out of his church 
 Must have been very arrogant and dictatorial 

9. What do you learn about Demetrius? 
 Well spoken of by everyone 
 HS speaks well of him, I think 
 John speaks well of him 
 May have been the bearer of the letter?? 

10. In what ways can Gaius encourage you? 
 Take in strangers in Christ who are missionaries 
 Support missionaries with you time, money and hospitality 
 Continue to do what is right 
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Lesson 6 
Personal Letters 

11. It appears that there was trouble in the early church just as there is today.  What 
caution could church leaders learn from Diotrephes?  See 1 Corinthians 12:12. 
 A dictatorial leader is not good 
 The church is one body all working together 

12. How does John close this letter? 
 Wants to meet face to face 
 Highly personal 
 Almost like an email you would send to another believer??? 

 
Lesson:  Believers should encourage and support other believers with 
hospitality. 
 
Challenge:  How will you take a loving and personal interest in other believers 
this week? 
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Lesson 7 
Last Revelation of Jesus 

Note:  Revelation was given to John from an angel sent by Jesus Christ and written 
about 95AD during a time of Christian persecution. The audience is the 7 churches of 
Asia Minor and certainly applies to believers today. 
 
Jesus is Revealed 
Read Revelation 1:1-5a. 
1. Describe Revelation’s 

a. Purpose 
 Reveal Jesus Christ 
 Show His servants what must soon take place 

b. Method of delivery 
 God gave to Jesus 
 Jesus gave to angel 
 Angel to John 

c. Authentication 
 John testifies to what he saw 

o Word of God 
o Testimony of Jesus Christ 

d. Encouragement 
 Blessed if you read words, hear it, take it to heart 
 Time is near 

e. Greeting 
 From John 
 Grace and peace from 

o God = Him who is and who was and who is to come 
o From 7 Spirits = Holy Spirt 
o Jesus Christ = faithful witness, first born from dead and ruler of 

kings of earth 
f. Recipients 

 7 churches in province of Asia 
 
Lesson:  God revealed Jesus to John as a blessing for those who take it to heart. 
 
Jesus is Alpha and Omega 
Read Revelation 1:5b-8. 
2. Why does John give Jesus glory and power forever and ever? 

 He loves us, notice that is in the present tense and not past.  He continues 
to love us and will love us in the future 

 He has freed us from sin by His blood, dying on the cross.  Notice that is 
past tense and something that is already accomplished 

 He has made us a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father 
o That is past tense and is accomplished 
o We are to serve 
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Lesson 7 
Last Revelation of Jesus 

3. What do you learn from verse 7?  See Matthew 24:30-31, Isaiah 53:5 and Zechariah 
12:10. 
 Look, Jesus will come on the clouds for everyone to see Him 
 Even those who killed Him on the cross will see Him 
 No one will miss seeing Him and they won’t need TV 
 This is an event future to us and has not happened yet.  “Who is to come” (4), 

“what must soon take place” (1) 
 People of the earth will mourn 

o Means that they will not be wanting to see Him because they did not 
believe in Him 

o Mourners will be unbelievers 
o He will come with power and great glory 

 So shall it be, could refer to believers who are not mourning 
4. How does Jesus describe Himself in verse 8?  See Revelation 22:13 and John 1:1-

2. 
 Alpha and Omega = A to Z in Greek alphabet 

o His word covers all understanding of all things 
o He is omniscient and all knowing 
o His word is complete 
o Also has to do with Him never beginning or ending 

 Who is, who was and who is to come, John 1:1-2. 
o Refers to the personage of Jesus 
o He was with God from the beginning, came in the flesh and is still alive 
o He will come again. 

 We look forward to His coming 
 Just like the Jews looked forward to His coming before He came 

the first time 
 He is the Almighty. 

o Jesus is God 
 
Lesson:  Jesus is God and is coming back with great glory and power. 
 
Jesus is Judge 
Read Revelation 1:9-20.  
5. Where was John and why was he there? 

 On island of Patmos = penal colony 
 Suffering or exiled because of his belief in Jesus 

6. What was John doing when he heard the voice like a trumpet?  What do you learn 
from that? 
 On the Lord’s day 
 He was in the spirit 
 I learn 

o To hear God’s word, I need to be in the Spirit 
o Need to be in prayer and Bible study which is His word. 
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Lesson 7 
Last Revelation of Jesus 

7. Some believe that it is virtually impossible to fully describe Jesus.  However, John, 
who saw Jesus at His transfiguration, now describes Him for us.  Notice that verse 
20 explains the seven stars and seven lampstands.  What is the meaning of 

a. “Son of Man” among the lampstands 
 Jesus is among the churches with nothing in between Him 
 No hierarchy between Him and the churches = we have access to Jesus 

b. “Robe reaching down to His feet” 
 The long robe refers to that of a judge 

c. “Golden sash around His chest” 
 Symbolizes that He is a righteous judge = makes correct desicion 
 He is a faithful judge = it will happen 
 He judges in fullness = won’t miss anything 

d. “Head and hair white like wool, white as snow” 
 He is eternal = never created and never dies 
 Ancient of days from Daniel 7:9 
 His judgments are wise and pure = never makes a mistake 
 Judgments are righteous 

e. “Eyes were like blazing fire” 
 He has perfect and penetrating sight = does not miss anything 
 His sight is infallible = sees all things correctly 
 His scrutiny is inescapable (attribute of God) 

o You cannot get away from God 
f. “Feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace” 

 Bronze symbolized judgment 
 His judgeship is symbolized 

g. “Voice was like the sound of rushing waters” 
h. “In his right hand He held seven stars” 

 He has position, power and full control of the angels 
 Right hand is the firm hand?? 

i. “Out of His mouth came a sharp double edged sword” 
 Sword = word of God 
 Keen and accurate verdicts 
 The verdicts are given to the 7 churches in chapters 2-3 

j. “His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance” 
 Dazzling splendor 
 Transcendent glory of His diety 

8. What was John’s reaction to Jesus?  What is your reaction to Jesus? 
 John 

o Fell down at His feet as though dead. 
o In complete worship 
o Remember that John walked at and talked with Jesus the man for 3 years 

and was there for His crucifixion = he knew Jesus 
o But now, this is different 

 My reaction 
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Lesson 7 
Last Revelation of Jesus 

o Do I fall down at his feet as though dead 
o Is He just my “get out of jail free” card? 
o Is He just my buddy 
o Or is He my Lord whom I worship and obey (1, 2 & 3 John talks about 

obedience) 
9. What is Jesus’ response to John?  How does that make you feel? 

 Response 
o Placed His right hand on John 
o Spoke to him saying “don’t be afraid” 

 I am first and the last 
 I am the living one 
 I was dead and behold I am alive forever and ever 
 I hold the keys of death and Hades 

o Tells John to write what he has seen 
o Explains the lampstands and stars 

 For me 
o Jesus wants a personal relationship with me 
o He speaks to me through the Bible 
o Jesus explains mysteries to me and reveals Himself 
o Jesus is eternal 
o Jesus is alive 
o Jesus was dead but LOOK, He is eternal 
o Jesus gives me eternal life 

 
Lesson:  Jesus is my Lord and Savior. 
 
Jesus is Coming 
Read Revelation 22:12-16. 
10. This is only one of many verses that talk about Jesus’ second coming.  What does 

Jesus promise when He returns?  See 2 Corinthians 5:10 and Revelation 20:11-15. 
 He promises His reward 
 He will give to everyone according to what they have done 
 Christians will go to the judgment seat of Christ 

o Blessed are those who wash their robes (robes washed by Jesus) 
o They have right to tree of life and go to heaven = through the gates of the 

city 
 Outside of heaven are the dogs who practice magic arts, sexually immoral, 

murderers, idolaters and everyone who loves falsehood (non believers) 
11. How does Jesus describe Himself? 

 Alpha and omega 
 First and the last 
 Beginning and the end 
 Root and offspring of David = explain (Isaiah 11:10 
 Bright Morning Star (Numbers 24:17) 
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Lesson 7 
Last Revelation of Jesus 

Lesson:  Jesus is coming soon in judgment. 
 
Challenge:  How has this study caused you to have a higher view of Jesus as 
your Lord? 
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