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Introduction
Author
The author is identified as “James a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
There are four different men with the name James in the Bible. James the brother of
John, the sons of Zebedee and both Apostles, were called by Jesus (Matthew 10:2).
James, the son of Alphaeus was another of the 12 Apostles (Matthew 10:3). Jesus had
several siblings including His brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas (Matthew
13:55). At the crucifixion Mary, the mother of James and Joses was present (Matthew
27:56). Since this Mary is not Jesus’ mother, her son James is a different James than
Jesus’ brother also named James.
James the son of Zebedee was put to the sword soon after Jesus’s resurrection (Acts
12:2) so he is likely not the author. Most agree that James the brother of Jesus is the
author since the other two had less stature and influence.
James the brother of Jesus did not believe Jesus initially according to John 7:1-5.
However, he became very prominent in the church. Jesus appeared to him after His
resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:7). Paul meet with him and described him as a pillar of
the church (Galatians 1:19, 2:9). James was also a leader at the Jerusalem council as
described in Acts 15. James was also so well known that Jude mentions him as his
“brother” in Jude 1.
Eusebius, an early church historian notes that James was martyred in 62 BC. Most
likely, the letter was written before 50 AD, although some indicate its writing in about 60
AD.
Audience
In James 1:1, the letter is addressed to “the twelve tribes scattered among the nations.”
Some would say that these are early Jewish believers who were scattered from the
Jerusalem church after Saul’s, later named Paul, participation in the stoning of Stephen
and persecution of the Jerusalem church (Acts 8:1 and 11:19). The letter has a definite
Jewish tone.
Theme
James emphasizes good deeds and faith that works. It seems to be a call to action for
Christians. For example, James 4:8 tells us to “Come near to God and He will come
near to you. Wash your hands you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.”
In James 2:17, he says “faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”
Some would say that James contradicts the teaching of Paul in Ephesians 2:8-9, where
people are saved by faith alone and not by works. Of course, Paul goes on to say in
Ephesians 2:10 believers “are created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.” As James and Paul knew each other quite well, and
we study their writings, we will find no contradiction in God’s Word.
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Lesson 1
Trials, Temptations and God’s Good Gifts
In this first lesson, James writes to Jewish Christians persecuted and scattered among
the nations. He encourages them to have Joy in Trials, reminds them to remember the
Temptation Source, and to remember God’s Good Gifts.
Joy in Trials
Read James 1:1-12, Acts 8:1-8 and Acts 11:19-21.
1. Describe the recipients of James’s letter.
 Acts 8
o After stoning of Stephen that Saul (Paul) oversaw, Jewish Christians were
persecuted by Saul
o They were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria
o Some were dragged off and put into prison
o Those who were scattered, preached word of God wherever they went
o Philip was one who went down to Samaria
 Acts 11
o Some travelled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch
o Some were telling the message only to the Jews
o Others, went to Antioch to talk with the Greeks about good news of Jesus
o A great number of people believed and turned to the Lord
 James
o Jews scattered among the nations
2. James tells his persecuted Jews that they should have pure joy in their trials of many
kinds. How can they have joy in their trials? See Matthew 5:11-12, Acts 5:41 and
Romans 5:1-5.
 Matthew 5:11-12
o Jesus said that the reward in heaven is great for suffering persecution
o Must remember that
 Acts 5:41
o Does God consider you worthy to suffer for Him
 Romans 5
o Rejoice in sufferings
o It makes our faith stronger
 James
o It gives us perseverance
o It gives us maturity in our faith
o We look forward to the CROWN of LIFE that God has promised to those
who love HIM.
3. What is wisdom and how does that help us to have pure joy? See James 3:17-18.
 God’s Wisdom
o Wisdom and knowledge are different
o Knowledge is just facts
o Wisdom is applying those facts to your life
o God’s wisdom and God’s plan for you = practical insight
 How does it help (James 3)
o It is pure and truthful
o Peace loving
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o Considerate
o Submissive
o Full of mercy
o Full of good fruit
o Impartial
o Sincere
o If you sow in peace, you raise a harvest of righteousness
4. How do you get wisdom? See Proverbs 1:1-7.
 James
o Ask for it from God
o Don’t doubt that He will give it to you
o Don’t be double-minded thinking of the world and the Lord
o Pray for direction and God’s plan for you and accept it with joy
o God gives generously without finding fault
 Proverbs 1
o What is wisdom vs. 2-4
o How do you get it 5-7
 Listen and add to your learning = read the Bible!
 Get guidance = from the Bible and from God
 Understand proverbs and parables = again the Bible, parables of
Jesus
 Fear the Lord is the beginning of knowledge
 Fools despise wisdom and discipline
5. From verses 9-12, how does James encourage both poor and rich believers?
 Poor
o They may be poor by world standards
o But they are rich in faith (James 2:5)
o They get the crown of life
 Rich
o Rich by world standards
o But God have given the wisdom that know how fleeting those riches are
o Riches pale to the riches that God has given them
o You cannot take the riches with you into heaven
o They get the crown of life
6. How have you experienced pure joy during the trials you have faced?
 Personal
 I know I will receive the crown of life = eternal life
 God gives wisdom to know His plan for me, guides me
 God allows me to see that my riches are from Him and that they don’t make me
happy. Allows me to give some of it away and help others and support His work
 Trials of business shows how riches don’t bring happiness
 During surgery
 God loves me enough to test my faith and to discipline me
Lesson: Believers should have great joy that God considers us worth to test our
faith for Him.
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Trials, Temptations and God’s Good Gifts

Temptation Source
Read James 1:13-15.
7. What is the difference between testing and tempting? See Genesis 22:1 and
Matthew 4:1
 Testing
o From God to test your faith in Him
o Builds your faith, encourages and gives joy ultimately
o Think how Abraham felt after his son was spared
 Tempting
o The devil does tempting to draw you away from God
o To cause you to sin
o God does not tempt you, but the devil and his minions do
o The world tempts you daily
8. How are you tempted?
 Evil desire
 Want what I cannot and should not have
 Eyes tempt me
 My free will tempts me = I can do that
 My innate desire is to sin “All have sinned and fall short of glory of God.”
9. How do you resist temptation? See Ephesians 6:10-18.
 Listen to the Holy Spirit telling me not to act on the temptation
 Don’t listen to myself
 Make sure I stay in the word so I have wisdom about right or wrong
 Obey God’s law
 But sometimes I give into temptation
 Put on the full armor of God
 Notice Ephesians tells us to pray in the Spirit and be alert. Pray for all the saints.
Lesson: God tests believers for good, the devil tempts believers for evil.
God’s Good Gifts
Read James 1:16-18.
10. Why does James tell his brothers not to be deceived?
 They may have thought that God has caused their trials
 They might be mad at God
 God does not give bad gifts only good ones
 Goes back to verse 13 where they say God is tempting me to sin
 God does allow trials for their good.
 God is consistent and immutable, He does not change
11. What does James mean that “we might be a kind of first fruits of all He created?”
 They had the privilege of being the first Christians
 They were scattered and spread the gospel
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 The got to tell others
 The first fruits of the crop showed that the rest of the harvest would follow
 So, they were the first Christians and many, many others would follow them
 That should be encouraging and they should have joy in that
12. What are good and perfect gifts that you have received from God? How will you
thank him for those gifts? See John 16:33 and Romans 8:28-39.
 Gifts
o Jesus has overcome the world
o Jesus is coming back for me
o Trials are for my testing not tempting to make my faith stronger
o God justified me.
o No one can separate me from Him (John 10:28-29)
o Jesus died and saved me
o Gave me the crown of life
 Thank Him
o Praise Him in prayer daily, worship Him
o Obey Him as Lord, don’t quench His Holy Spirit
o Stop sinning
o Flee from the devil
Lesson: God’s good gift to believers is birth through the word of truth.
Challenge: Remember that in all trials and temptations, God works for the good
of those who love Him.
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Lesson 2
Listen, Obey and Love
Last week, we studied James writing to Jewish Christians persecuted and scattered
among the nations. He encouraged them to have Joy in Trials, reminded them to
remember the Temptation Source, and to remember God’s Good Gifts. This week,
he tells them to Listen Quickly-Speak Slowly, Obey God’s Word, and Love without
Favoritism.
Listen Quickly-Speak Slowly
Read James 1:19-21, 26.
1. Notice that James is addressing his “dear brothers” in Christ. What does each of the
phrases below mean?
a. “Take note of this.”
b. “Everyone should be quick to listen”
c. “Slow to speak”
d. “Slow to become angry”
e. “Humbly accept the words that is planted in you, which can save you.”
2. Why should believers be slow to anger with their brothers and sisters? See Matthew
5:21-26, 18:21-22, and Hebrews 12:14-15.

3. When have you seen the benefit of listening to someone without anger?

Lesson: ____________________________________________________________
Obey God’s Word
Read James 1:22-27.
4. What is the call to action for believers?
5. What is the perfect law that gives freedom? See Matthew 5:17 and Romans 10:4.
6. Describe the two examples of a religion. How would you apply those examples to
yourself, today?
Lesson: ___________________________________________________________
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Love without Favoritism
Read James 2:1-13.
7. Again, James is talking to believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. How does he
command them?

8. What is the royal law? See Leviticus 19:18. Are you able to keep it?
9. What did Jesus say about the law? See Matthew 5:17-20 and 22:37-39.

10. Have you committed murder or adultery? If so, are your forgiven? See Matthew
5:21-22, 27-28.

11. What does James mean in verses 12 and 13? See 2 Corinthians 5:10-12.

12. How will you love your neighbor as yourself this week?

Challenge: How will you think of others before yourself this week?
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Faith and Deeds
Last time, James tells believers to Listen Quickly-Speak Slowly, Obey God’s Word,
and Love without Favoritism. This time we will study Saving Faith Definition, Dead
Faith Evidence and Saving Faith Evidence.
Saving Faith Definition
Read Genesis 15:6 and Hebrews 11:1.
1. What is faith?
 Believing God that His promises are true
 Confidence in what we hope for and assurance of what we do not see
2. Where is your faith and how did you get it? See Romans 10:9-11, Ephesians 1:1114, 2:8-9.
 Where is your faith?
o Believe God and His promises
o Certain of Father, Son and Holy Spirit that I do not see
o We hope for eternal life with Him and have complete confidence in that
because of the saving grace of Jesus
 How did you get it?
o Chosen having been predestined according to God’s will
o Included in Christ when I heard the word of truth
o Having believed, I was marked with a seal, promised Holy Spirit who is a
deposit guaranteeing our inheritance
o By grace I have been saved through faith and not from myself
o Gift of God so no one can boast
o But, I did need to confess and accept the free gift
 Confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved
Lesson: Believers are certain of what they hope for and sure of what they do not
see.
Dead Faith Evidence
Read James 2:14-19.
3. Describe the type of faith James is referring to in these verses as well as verse 24
and 26.
 Dead faith
 Not real saving faith
 Even the demons have faith but not saving faith in God
 No love for others with that faith
4. How does 1 John 3:17 help you to understand what James is saying?
 If you fail to give others in need and have no pity, how can the love of God be in
him?
 So John goes along with James on this. Helping someone out would certainly be
a good deed.
5. How does the example of the demons help you understand a dead faith?
 Demons believe God exists
 But demons don’t believe IN God

James
‘“Come Near to God and He will come near to you.” (James 4:8)

Lesson 3
Faith and Deeds






That is a big difference.
They rejected God and his promises
Unbelievers do the same
So then James is saying that deeds need to accompany a saving faith.
If you have a saving faith you will have deeds

Lesson: Faith without deeds is not a saving faith.
Saving Faith Evidence
Read James 2:20-26 and Ephesians 2:8-10.
6. Explain Abraham’s faith and deeds. See Genesis 15:6 and Genesis 22:9-18.
 Early on Abraham believed God = faith in God
 That belief was credited to him as righteousness = saving faith
 Later in Chapter 22 Abraham’s faith was tested by God
o Abraham went to make an offering of his son
o Abraham believed God would raise his son from the dead
o Abraham was going to offer him as a sacrifice and was willing to obey God
o That was a test of faith
7. How do you reconcile James 2:24 with Ephesians 2:8-10? Are Paul and James in
disagreement? Feel free to use any other Bible verses to reconcile your point.
 Paul says that you have a saving faith by grace without works at first
 Then once you are created a new person (born again), there are good works
God has prepared in advance for you to do
 James is saying the same thing about Abraham that he was saved first and then
had good deeds
 James is saying that righteous action is evidence of genuine faith, not that it
saves
 Martin Luther said
o People are justified by faith alone, but not by a faith that is alone.
o Genuine faith will produce good deeds, but only faith in Christ saves
 Other verses to support this
o Romans 3:26-30, 4:5, 5:1, 10:4, 11:6
o Galatians 2:16-21, 3:5-24, 5:22-23
o 2 Corinthians 5:17
o Philippians 3:9, 1:29
 In brief, James is examining two kinds of faith: one that leads to godly works and
one that does not. One is true, and the other is false. One is dead, the other
alive; hence, "Faith without works is dead," (James 2:20). But, he is not
contradicting the verses above that say salvation/justification is by faith alone.
 This is a big divide between Catholics and protestants
o Catholics would say you could lose your salvation, meaning Jesus’ work
on the cross was ineffective and insufficient (John 10:28-29)
o Protestants mostly say once saved always saved
8. Give examples of good deeds that you could do for others. See Ephesians 4:11-13.
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 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my
disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward (Matthew 10:42)
 So it doesn’t have to be much
 Maybe you have done good deeds that you don’t realize
 Letting someone in traffic
 Praying for people
 Sharing gospel with them
 Helping them move
 Visiting in hospital
 Loaning money, preparing a meal
 Home to parolees
 Sharing a Bible verse or God’s wisdom to someone
 Working in the church
9. In order to accomplish good deeds, God gifts spiritual gifts described in 1
Corinthians 12:4-11. List them below.
 Wisdom
 Knowledge
 Faith
 Healing
 Miraculous powers
 Prophecy
 Speaking in different tongues
 Interpreting tongues
10. How does Ephesians 2:10 encourage you to do good works (deeds)?
 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.
 We were created new in Jesus
 God prepared them in advance = don’t let your free will get in the way and refuse
to do what He has prepared for you.
Lesson: Saving faith is always accompanied by good deeds.
Challenge: Will you accept the good deeds that God has prepared in advance for
your to do this week?
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Lesson 4
The Tongue and Wisdom
Last week we studied James, we saw Saving Faith Definition, Dead Faith Evidence
and Saving Faith Evidence. This week we will learn about the Tongue’s Influences,
the Tongue’s Inconsistencies and God’s Wisdom, rather than the Devil’s wisdom.
Tongue’s Influences
Read James 3:1-6.
1. Why would teachers be judged more strictly?
 Why
o Those who teach God’s Word have a very solemn and strict responsibility
o They can have a huge influence on other in what they say.
o Important that they represent God’s Word correctly and accurately
 Their judgment would not mean they lose their salvation
o Maybe judged by others as wrong
o May be turned off
2. Is James suggesting that teachers can be perfect? Explain your answer. Has there
ever been a perfect teacher?
 No, we have all sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23)
 So James agrees with Paul that we all sin
 If you could control your tongue perfectly you could also probably control the rest
of your body.
 Tongue is harder to control than your body even
 Who was a perfect teacher
o Jesus was
o He always said the right thing in the right way
o Jesus was God and had no sin
3. What illustrations does James give about the tongue’s influence on a person?
 Horse and bridle: who the small bit in the mouth can turn the whole horse
 Ship and rudder: the small rudder can turn the whole ship
o Tongue is small part of body, but makes great boasts
 Great forest is set on fire by a small spark
o Tongue is a fire
o Tongue is a world of evil
o Tongue corrupts the whole person
o Tongue sets the whole course of his life on fire
o And then set on fire by hell
4. How does Matthew 15:18-19 help you understand the evil influence of the tongue?
 Things coming out of the mouth come from the heart and make a man
unclean or unrighteous
 Out of the heart comes
o Evil thoughts
o Murder
o Adultery
o Sexual immorality
o Theft
o False testimony = lies
o Slander
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 Notice these evil things effect the person’s body
 Tongue is destructive and corrupting of the whole person
5. How are believers encouraged to control their tongue in each of the verses below?
a. Ephesians 4:29-5:4.
 No unwholesome talk come out of your mouths
 Build one another up with your speech
 Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit that lives in you
o Holy Spirit has sealed you
o For the day of redemption
 Get rid of
o Bitterness
o Rage
o Anger
o Brawling
o Slander
o Every form of malice
 Be kind and compassionate to one another
 Forgive each other just as you have been forgiven by Jesus
 Be imitators of God as His children
 Live life of love, just as Jesus loved us by giving Himself up on the cross
 No hint of sexual immorality, impurity, greed since they are improper for
God’s people
 None of the following talk
o Obscenity
o Foolish talk
o Course joking
 Instead speak of
o Thanksgiving
b. Colossians 3:8-9.
 Rid yourselves of anger, rage, malice, slander, filthy language
 Don’t to each other
 See Matthew 5:37 = let you yes be yes and your no be no
c. 1 Peter 3:10.
 Keep your tongue from evil
 Keep lips from deceitful speech
Lesson: Believers should attempt to control their tongue.
Tongue’s Inconsistencies
Read James 3:7-12.
6. Explain the inconsistencies of your tongue. How can those inconsistencies exist?
See Romans 3:23 and 10:9.
 My tongue cannot be tamed
o It is restless evil
o Full of deadly poison
o Cursing of men who have been made in God’s image
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 But it can be tamed by the Holy Spirit
o Praise God
o Pray to Him
o Study His word and teach that to children, family, unbelievers
o We confess Jesus: Romans 10:9
 This is our old nature and new nature coming to bear on us
 Unfortunately, we still have the two natures
7. How are you able to tame your tongue? What are some verses that encourage you?
 Love God, Love neighbor = Matthew 22:37-39, Romans 12:9-21
 Pray daily, be in His word daily: Romans 12:1-2. (renew your mind)
 Build each other up and be encouraging to each other: Ephesians 4:29
 Forgive each other and be kind to each other: Ephesians 4:32
 Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit but listen to Him: Ephesians 4:30
 Prepare your minds to be holy: 1 Peter 1:13-16
 Confess your sin of untamed tongue and ask God to help
o Matthew 7:7 = ask, seek, and knock
 Can’t tame tongue on your own, but need Holy Spirit
 Be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to become angry: James 1:19-21
o Get rid of moral filth
o Humbly accept the word planted in your heart
 Continue to be sanctified and a work in progress on daily basis
Lesson: Taming the tongue is a life-long process for believers.
God’s Wisdom
Read James 3:13-18.
8. What do the following verses tell you about the source of wisdom?
a. Proverbs 2:6
 Comes as gift from God = OT
b. 1 Corinthians 12:8
 Gift of the Holy Spirt = NT
c. Proverbs 9:10
 Starts with the fear of the Lord
d. Proverbs 4:1-11
 Listening to other who are wise
 Your Father, Pastor, professor
e. Ecclesiastes 1:13
 Comes from research and education
 Study the Bible
f. Proverbs 29:15
 Comes from being disciplined
g. Colossians 3:16
 Comes from admonishing each other in love though
9. Describe the two types of wisdom.
 God’s wisdom
o Pure = not selfish and no sinful motive
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o Peace loving and not a bitter spirit
o Considerate = gentle and kind
o Submissive = ready to yield
o Full of mercy and good fruit
o Impartial = showing no favoritism (we discussed before)
o Sincere = without hypocrisy
o Peace-makers raise a harvest of righteousness
 People come to faith in Jesus
 Devil’s wisdom (opposite of God’s wisdom)
o Bitter envy
o Selfish ambition in your heart
o Earthly and unspiritual
o From the Devil
o Will cause disorder and every evil practice
10. Do you have God’s wisdom? If so, how do you show it to others?
 By your good life
o Do you participate in Bible study
o Do you encourage others
o Do you help others
 By your good deeds done in humility
o Helping people
o Kind to the poor and needy
o Are you a servant
 Humility is not weakness
o Like a horse with bridle
o The horse is strong but is broken for his master
 Again, another call to action
 Don’t harbor bitter envy and self-ambition
o Don’t boast about that
11. Do you have the Devil’s wisdom? If so, how can you get rid of it.
 Sometimes I do when I sin
o Make decisions based on world opinion
o Apply the world’s standard to a decision
o What would the world do in this case?
 Keep renewing my mind
 Keep trying to be Holy with help of Holy Spirit
Lesson: Believers should show God’s wisdom by their good deeds.
Challenge: How will you allow godly wisdom to tame your tongue this week?
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Worldly or Godly?
Last week we learned about the Tongue’s Influences, the Tongue’s Inconsistencies
and God’s Wisdom, rather than the Devil’s wisdom. This week believers are
challenged about Loving the World, Finding Fault with others, and Relying on
Yourself rather than God.
Loving the World
Read James 4:1-10.
1. What does James say causes fights and quarrels among Christian brothers? What
has caused fights and quarrels among you? Matthew 15:16-20 and Romans 7:1425.
 James time
o Desires within you = selfish desires
o Envious of others = covet
o Kill others
 Murder others in your heart
 Don’t like people
 Our time
o We are saved but still have a sin nature
o Jealous of other people’s knowledge or ministry
o Evil desires in our hearts
o Don’t love our neighbors
o See this happening big time in America today
2. Why do James’ brothers “not have?” What is your motive for asking God?
 James
o They don’t ask God
o When they do ask, they ask with wrong motives
o They want to get worldly riches so they can spend on pleasure
 Your motive
o Want stuff
o Selfish motives or godly motives
o Do you pray in God’s will according to scripture
3. Why does James call his brothers adulterous? See Revelation 19:7, 21:2.
 This noun is feminine gender
 Meaning that the church is the bride of Christ
 The image of a beautiful bride dressed for a wedding
 But in this case their wedding clothes are tarnished because of sin and their
actions
 James’ brothers were living by world standards
 Do you live by world standards?
o Wealth
o Evil is good = sexual perversion today
o Not following scripture
4. Verse 5 is difficult to interpret. How do you understand it?
 Some would say that the spirit in us tends toward envy
o Spirit of Adam
o But then God’s grace takes over

James
‘“Come Near to God and He will come near to you.” (James 4:8)

Lesson 5
Worldly or Godly?


Others would say
o Holy Spirit living in us longs for our affection
o If this is correct it is the only time the Holy Spirit is mentioned
5. What is the remedy for James’ brothers condition? What is your remedy? See 1
John 1:9.
 God’s grace = confession
 Humble yourself before God
 Don’t be proud, but be humble
 Confession for me
6. How will you immediately follow the commands that James gives us? Each verb in
the command is in the imperative voice calling for an immediate response.
a. “Submit yourselves to God.”
 Is Jesus Lord of your life
 Do you submit to His will or to your own free will?
 Matthew 22:37
b. “Resist the Devil and he will flee…”
 Ephesians 6:10-19
 Jesus 4:8-10 when Jesus was tempted
 Devil is the ruler of the world
 Do you want what the devil wants you to have
 Do you worship money, power, success and all the kingdoms of the world
 Sometimes in America this happens to us
c. “Come near to God and he will come near to you.”
 Do you have a daily time of prayer and Bible study
 Do you think of Him all the time during the day
 Do you pray without ceasing
 If so, have you seen God come near to you
 Don’t grieve Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30
d. “Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts.”
 Stop sinning
 Confess your sins
e. Grieve, mourn, and wail.”
 Understand that you are a sinner
 Confess your sins again
f. Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will lift you up.” See Matthew
23:12.
 Understand where everything comes from
 Not by your efforts but He gives every good gift
 Again, repent
Lesson: Believers are called to daily draw near to God rather than to the world.
Finding Fault
Read James 4:11-12.
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7. The Greek word use in this verse may be translated “don’t speak against each other”
and may be a broader term than just slander. What are some ways you could speak
against a fellow believer?
 Critical
 May be true but said in a harsh or unkind way
 Gossip
 James readers had come into the habit of speaking against each other
8. What law is James referring to and how does speaking against a Christian violate it?
 Law of loving your neighbor in the 10 commandments
 When you speak against him you violate that law
9. Knowing that God is the only Lawgiver and Judge, how should you speak to a fellow
believer? See Matthew 7:3 and 18:15-17.
 Be careful not to judge others as you are most likely guilty as well
 Should we speak the truth in love though = not so easy
Lesson: Believers should be very careful to build each other up rather than tear
each other down.
Relying on Yourself
Read James 4:13-17.
10. Who is James addressing and what does he say to them?
 Businessmen going to other cities to make money, maybe for a year
 Tells them they are going without thinking of what God wants
 Be careful because your life is a mist, it comes and goes
 You don’t know the future
 You should ask if what you are doing is in God’s will
 You boast and brag
 In other, words, these people are relying on themselves rather than God
11. In America today, people are told that through hard work and their own effort, they
can achieve the American dream. How does that square with James?
 James would say that is boasting and bragging
 You should be consulting God
 You should know that all of your talents, success at work is given by God and not
on your own efforts.
 I thought I built my own business = wrong
 I thought that I got my wife myself = wrong, but my first prayer
 It is not wrong to make money
 You should work hard
 2 Thessalonians 3:10, Genesis 3:19
12. On Whom do you rely?
 Personal
Lesson: Rely on God before yourself.
Challenge: How will you come closer to God this week?

James
‘“Come Near to God and He will come near to you.” (James 4:8)

Lesson 6
Final Encouragements
Last time believers were challenged about Loving the World, Finding Fault with
others, and Relying on Yourself rather than God. As we finish James in this last
lesson, we will study a Warning for the Rich, Waiting Patiently for the Lord’s
Coming, Swearing by Heaven or Earth, Praying and Confessing and Restoring a
Wanderer.
Warning for the Rich
Read James 5:1-6.
1. For most of the book, James is addressing “brothers” or Christians. Do you think
“you rich people” addressed here are believers or unbelievers? Give reasons for
your answers. See Acts 7:59-8:3.
 Tells them to weep and wail for misery coming
o Judgment is coming
o Doesn’t mention repent
 They have horded wealth
 Failed to pay wages = cheaters
 People crying against them
 Fattened themselves for the day of slaughter
 Condemned and murdered innocent men opposing you.
 These are probably none Christians
o May have been Pharisees trying to destroy the church
o May have been some of the people that tried and killed Jesus
o Remember that the Jewish leaders were wealthy
 Worshipped their wealth rather than God
2. Virtually everyone in American is wealthy by world standards. Is James condemning
material wealth?
 Not condemning wealth
 But condemning hoarding it to the point where it rots or corrodes
 Condemning not honoring your commitments of money
o Not paying wages due to works
o Have you every tried to get out of a debt you owe
 They used their wealth for self indulgence
 They were selfish
 Worshipped their wealth
3. What is the danger of being wealthy? See James 1:10-11.
 Become prideful
 You are better than others with less
 Make a god out of your wealth
 Have a selfish heart
 Rich man would fade away
 Can’t serve God and money (Matthew 6:24 and Luke 16:13)
4. What should you do with the material wealth God has given you?
 Tithe
 Give to needy
 Joyfully give to others
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 Use it for His kingdom work
 Sharing the gospel
Lesson: Believers should worship God and not money.
Waiting Patiently for Lord’s Coming
Read James 5:7-11.
5. Praise God that Jesus is coming back. What do the following verses tell you about
the Lord’s Coming?
a. Acts 1:9-11 Return in the same way He ascended
b. Zechariah 14:1-5 Back to Mount of Olives with His holy ones
c. Revelation 19:11-16 Conqueror on a white horse
d. Matthew 24:30-31 Coming on clouds with power and great glory
e. Revelation 1:7 Coming on the clouds for all to see
f. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Coming for believers in the air
g. John 14:1-3 Coming to prepare a place for believers
h. Matthew 24:36 But no one knows when accept the Father
i. 2 Peter 3:8-11 Be patient for His return, he has a purpose for waiting
6. During the time of James, believers were suffering under persecution. Jesus’ return
would fix all of that. Why should they wait patiently for His return? Why should you
wait patiently? See 2 Peter 3:8-9.
 Farmer waits for crops to mature and for a good yield of crops (valuable crops)
 Shouldn’t grumble about suffering (John 16:33), judged at Judgment seat of
Christ and not get the rewards you would like
 The prophets before them patiently waited and still spoke the name of the Lord
o They awaited His first coming
 Job was patiently waiting while he endured suffering, but God made everything
right for him
 God is full of compassion and mercy
 God wants everyone to come to Him and not perish
 You can’t do anything to change the timing of His coming
Lesson: Believers should patiently wait for Jesus’ return to that the full measure
of believers will come in.
Swearing by Heaven or Earth
Read James 5:12 and Matthew 5:33-37.
7. James seems to be summarizing Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 5. What do you learn
from this and how can you put this teaching into practice?
 Learn
o Don’t need to make oaths to convince people of truth
o I don’t need to say I swear by Jesus Himself that He is coming back
o Don’t lie
o Don’t be misleading
 Put into practice
o Pray for truth and God will correct a lie of misleading statement
o White lie
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o Sometimes you say something that you don’t think is a lie, but it is
misleading so that people believe you said the opposite of what is true
Praying and Confessing
Read James 5:13-18.
8. When should believers pray according to James? Are those the only times believers
should pray? See 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.
 When you are in trouble = pray
 When you are unhappy = sing songs of praise to God = cheer up
 When you are sick = have people pray for you so you can become well
 When you sin, confess sins to each other to be healed from sickness
o Sometimes sickness is caused by sin
o So confess your sins
o But other times sickness is not a result of sin, you just get sick
 Notice Elijah was a righteous man who prayed.
 Pray continually, give thanks
9. How should you pray?
 Adoration
 Confession
 Thanksgiving
 Supplication
Lesson: Believers should pray continually.
Restoring a Wanderer
Read James 5:19-20, Hebrews 6:4-6, and John 10:25-30.
10. Can a believer lose his salvation? If yes, can they be saved again? Explain your
answer.
 Jesus says you can’t lose your salvation if truly saved
 James may be talking about someone wandering away who was in the Christian
community but never really saved in the first place
 In Hebrews, their faith was probably not genuine, or that is just a hypothetical
argument for baby believers discussed in chapter 5-6.
11. Are you one of Jesus’ sheep?
 Personal
Lesson: Believers will always listen to Jesus voice and can never be separated
from Him.
Challenge: How will you more fully listen to Jesus’ voice and more follow Him
this week?

