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Gospel According to Isaiah 
“For He bore the sin of many and made Intercession for the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53:12) 

Lesson Plan 

 

 

Lesson Subject Verses Date 
Book of Judgements 

1 Introduction Isaiah 1-39 September 11, 2022 
Book of Comfort – Deliverance and Restoration of Israel 

2 Lord of All Isaiah 40 September 18, 2022 
3 God’s Courtroom Isaiah 41 September 25, 2022 
4 God’s Chosen Servants Isaiah 42:1-44:23 October 2, 2022 
5 God’s Grace Isaiah 44:24-45:25 October 9, 2022 
6 God’s Repeated Message Isaiah 46-48 October 16, 2022 

Book of Comfort – The Servant 
7 God’s Salvation Plan Isaiah 49 October 23, 2022 
8 God’s Faithful Word Isaiah 50:1-52:12 October 30, 2022 
9 God’s Gospel Isaiah 52:13-53:12 November 6, 2022 
10 God’s Renewal Isaiah 54-57 November 13, 2022 

Book of Comfort – Everlasting Deliverance and Judgment 
11 God’s Way Out Isaiah 58-59 November 20, 2022 
12 God’s Glory Isaiah 60 November 27, 2022 
13 God’s Favor and Judgment Isaiah 61-64 December 4, 2022 
14 God’s Final Words Isaiah 65-66 December 11, 2022 



Gospel According to Isaiah 
“For He bore the sin of many and made Intercession for the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53:12) 

Lesson 1 
Introduction 

The Book of Isaiah has two authors.  One was the man Isaiah himself who wrote the 
words, but It was God who gave him the words (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  In Isaiah 1:1, 
Isaiah identifies himself as seeing a vision, not visions.  This vision was not his opinion 
or idea, but given to him by God Himself.  In Isaiah 51:16 he writes what God says, “I 
have put my words in your mouth and covered you with the shadow of my hand.”   

In Hebrew, Isaiah means “The Lord Saves.”  God’s redemption of sinners through Jesus 
is a major theme of Isaiah and the Bible. 

Isaiah is one of the major prophets that God raised up in a time of moral and spiritual 
decline to reveal sin and warn people of judgment, if they did not repent.  There are two 
times in history when God raised up a number of prophets.  The first was during the 
time of the divided kingdom of Israel and Judah when people were turning to idols.  God 
warned them through the prophets of His coming discipline.  The second time of prolific 
prophetic writing was after the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.  And that is how we 
have the New Testament. 

Isaiah lived in Judah during the reigns of Kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah 
who were kings of Judah. He wrote between 740 and 680 BC, about the pending exile 
of Judah and then the coming restoration.  The first 39 chapters of Isaiah are 
considered a Prophetic Book of Judgments for Judah and other nations.  Chapters 40-
66 are considered a Prophetic Book of Comfort for Israel and even us today and in the 
future.   

Our study of Isaiah will be focused on the Book of Comfort in chapters 40-66.  In many 
respects these chapters can be considered a gospel by announcing the good news of 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah, and prophesying both His first coming and second coming.  

But first, we want to highlight Chapters 1-39 in this week’s lesson. 

Isaiah’s World 
Read 1 Kings 12, 14:21-24 and Isaiah 1:1-18. 
1. What do you know about the divided Kingdoms of Israel and Judah after Solomon’s 

death?  
 After Solomon died, Rehoboam became king of Judah and Jeroboam 

became king of Israel (Northern tribes) 
 Israel set up idol worship in Dan 
 Later Judah did evil in the eyes of the Lord 1 Kings 14:21-24 and so the evil 

began into Isaiah’s day. 
2. What warnings does God give to heavens and earth?  See Isaiah 1:1-18. 

 Calls them a nation rebellious against the Lord 
 Don’t understand (3) 
 Forsaken the Lord, spurned holy one of Israel, sinful guilty nation (4) 
 Reminds them of Sodom and Gomorrah 
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 Giving sacrifices that are meaningless (11) 
 Evil assemblies (13-14) 
 Won’t listen to your prayers, your hands full of blood, stop doing wrong (15-16) 
 Learn to do what is right, seek justice, defend fatherless, plead case of widow 

(17) 
3. What encouragement does he give?  See Isaiah 1:19-20. 

 Let’s reason together 
 Though your sins are likely scarlet, they shall be white as snow 
 If you are willing and obedient you will eat the best of the land 
 If you resist you will be devoured by the sword 
 For the mouth of the Lord has spoken (19-20) 

Lesson:  God graciously gives warnings of judgment and opportunities for 
redemption. 
 
Isaiah’s Commission 
Read Isaiah 6:1-13 and John 12:39-41. 
4. What do you learn about God’s Character from Isaiah 6:1-4? 

 God is Holy, Holy, Holy and whole earth is filled with His glory 
 Seraph’s worshipped Lord with loud voices shaking the doorposts and filled with 

smoke 
 Isaiah is seeing God-Jesus 

5. What do you learn about God’s cleansing from Isaiah 6:5-7? 
 God cleanses those that confess their sin. 
 Isaiah was cleansed and redeemed by Jesus 

6. What do you learn about God’s call from Isaiah 6:8? 
 God wants someone to send to people 
 Send me 

7. What do you learn about God’s commission for Isaiah?  See Isaiah 6:9-13. 
 Go and tell people that don’t understand = Nation of Judah 
 Keep telling them until Judah’s cities are ruined and they are in exile 

Lesson:  God commissions each believer to good works that glorify Him. 
 
Isaiah’s Prophecies against Nations. 
Note:  In chapters 7-35, Isaiah prophecies against many different nations.  But, mixed in 
with these judgements, are a number of encouraging prophecies to be fulfilled to Judah 
and the nations.  Some of those prophecies have been fulfilled and yet others have a 
future fulfilment to us. 
8. From the following verses describe the prophecies and what they mean to you? 

a. Isaiah 7:14. 
 Virgin with child fulfilled in coming of Jesus 

b. Isaiah 9:6-7. 
 To us a child is born, son is given (first coming) 
 Government is on His shoulders (second coming) 
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 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God (second coming) 
 Prince of peace (first and second coming) 
 Peaceful government = Millennial Kingdom first then new heaven and earth 
 Reign on David’s throne = Millennial Kingdom 
 Justice and righteousness forever, Millennial Kingdom and New heaven and 

earth 
 Zeal of the Lord accomplishes this 

c. Isaiah 11:1-16. 
 Jesus is root of Jesse, Spirit of Lord upon Him.  Jesus’ incarnation 
 Will be righteous judge = Tribulation, Judgement seat of Christ and Great 

White Throne Judgement 
 Animals will have peace = Millennial Kingdom on Holy Mountain 
 Earth full of the knowledge of the Lord 

d. Isaiah 34-35. 
 God’s retribution 
 God’s redemption 
 All about Jesus 

9. Chapters 36-39 is a historical record of Isaiah’s prophecies during the reign of 
Hezekiah.  What stands out to you in these chapters? 
a. Sennacherib threatens Judah after taking fortified cities (Isaiah 36). 
b. Hezekiah prays before the Lord and Isaiah prophecies that Sennacherib will not 

take Jerusalem and the angel of the Lord killed 185,000 men in the Assyrian 
camp (Isaiah 37). 

c. Hezekiah is about to die of an illness.  He prays to the Lord for recovery and 
Isaiah tells him he will get 15 more years of life (Isaiah 38). 

d. Later Hezekiah shows all his treasures in his palace to the son of the King of 
Babylon.  Isaiah prophecies the destruction of Jerusalem and exile to Babylon, 
which later came true (Isaiah 39).  See 2 Kings 25 also. 

10. What evidence do you have that Isaiah is God’s prophet?  See Luke 4:14-19. 
 Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy be reading Isaiah’s words. 
 Therefore, all other prophecies future to us will be true as well. 
 Jesus, God cannot lie 

11.  With this introduction, we will begin Isaiah’s Book of Comfort.  What do you hope to 
learn from this study of God’s Word? 
 Personal 

Lesson:  God graciously offers redemption over retribution. 
 
Challenge:  How will you share the good news that Jesus Saves this week? 
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Last time, we surveyed Isaiah 1-39 which is the Book of Judgment.  In chapters 36-39, 
Isaiah prophesies about the Assyrian failure to capture Jerusalem, but then warns about 
the future rise of Babylon and Judah’s exile. Now we begin the study of the Book of 
Comfort (chapters 40-66). In these chapters Isaiah is looking forward about 150 years to 
a future generation when the exile of Judah to Babylon is almost over. Notice in Isaiah 
40:1, he says “comfort, comfort my people.”  In this lesson we will study the Lord of All 
which is divided into four sections:  Lord of Comfort, Lord of His Flock, Lord of 
Creation and Nations, and finally, Lord of My Life. 
 
Lord of Comfort 
Read Isaiah 40:1-5. 
1. Isaiah says, “comfort, comfort my people…Speak tenderly to Jerusalem.”  What 

does Isaiah mean by that and what does that mean to you?  See Jeremiah 25:11-12 
and Daniel 9:2. 
 What does Isaiah mean? 

o Isaiah is prophesying the Lord’s forgiveness after 70 years of captivity in 
Babylon 

o Double comfort 
o Speak tenderly after their punishment 
o Notice their hard service has been completed 
o Sin has been paid for that she received from the Lord’s hand and double 

for all her sins 
 What does it mean to me 

o God has love and compassion for His people 
o He has forgiven my sins through Jesus 
o My sins need to be paid for and they have through Jesus 

2. What do you learn from verse 3?  See John 1:19-31. 
 Isaiah is foretelling about the coming of Jesus by John the Baptist coming and 

preparing the way  
 John the Baptist sees Jesus and calls Him the lamb of God who takes away the 

sins of the world 
 God has a plan to deal with our sin problem 
 Isaiah looked forward to Jesus’ coming 
 This verse has been fulfilled in John the Baptist and Jesus’ first coming 

3. How has the Glory of the Lord been revealed so that all mankind will see it? How will 
it be revealed?  See Ezra 1:1-4, John 1:14, John 11:4, and Matthew 24:27-31. 
 How has it? 

o When Cyrus of Persia allowed the Jews to rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem.  
That was the initial fulfillment in ancient times.  Persia was a world power 
and all would have seen according to what King Cyrus wrote 

o First coming of Jesus where He showed God’s glory by raising Lazarus 
from the dead and many other miracles 

 How will it? 
o Jesus’ second coming and future return 
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o Zechariah 14:1-6 and more 
o Revelation 19 
o Revelation 20 
o Philippians 2:6-11, every tongue confess and every knew bow before 

Jesus as Lord all for God’s Glory.  They will bow before Him whether 
believers or not.  Believers at Judgment seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10) 
and unbelievers at Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15) 

Lesson:  The Lord comforts His people and speaks tenderly to them even during 
trials. 
 
Lord of His Flock 
Read Isaiah 40:6-11. 
4. How do you interpret verses 6-8?  See Matthew 24:35. 

 Isaiah is told to cry out and God tells him what to say 
 All men come and go, even those in Babylon who will be powerful 
 Plans of nations are subject to God’s control 
 God is Sovereign over the world 
 God’s Word stands forever 

5. What encouragement is given to the towns of Judah? 
 Here is your God = God is present for you even in exile 
 Sovereign God comes with power and strength 
 He comes with a reward and recompense for His people 
 Image of a shepherd tending a flock; leads His flock like a shepherd 
 Gathers lambs in His arms; carries them close to His heart 
 He leads gently, shows His power in previous verses but His gentleness.  Jesus 

is the good shepherd 
 Perhaps this is the prophecy of leading Judah back from Babylon captivity (Ezra 

1:1-4) again 
6. How has God been Sovereign, Powerful, and yet gentle in your life? 

 Personal = Good shepherd 
 God loves me and indwells in me = I am close to His heart, amazing 
 He tends me and keeps me on the right path 
 He gathers me to Himself 
 You have to love, serve and obey Him for doing all of that 

Lesson:  The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  (Psalm 23:1) 
 
Lord of Creation and Nations 
Read Isaiah 40:12-24. 
7. What do you learn about God concerning: 

a. His Creation? 
o God formed the sees that he measured in the cup of His hand 
o God marked off the universe that is only as big as the breath of His hand 
o God held the dust of the earth in a basket 
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o God weighed the mountains on a scale and hills in a balance 
b. His Mind? 

o God is a person with a mind 
o No one can fully understand Him and certainly not instruct Him.  Do you 

get mad at God to instruct Him and counsel Him 
o Do you enlighten God with your wisdom 
o Do you teach God the right path for you 

c. The Nations? 
o Drop in the bucket, like the dust left on the scales 
o Islands like fine dust 
o Lebanon doesn’t have enough trees or offerings for Him 
o Does God disregard the nations?  Not really 
o Nations think they have splendor, but they come and go 
o God rises up nations and leaders like Cyrus for example, but then they are 

taken down.  American has been raised up in the world, but now seems to 
be taken down as they turn away from God 

8. To whom do you compare God and what do you know about Him from these 
verses? 
 No one else, can’t create an image (idol) of God 
 Founded the earth 
 God sits enthroned about circle of the earth, we are like grasshoppers (22a) 
 Stretches out the heavens = universe (22b) 
 Rises up rulers and brings them down and the die (23-24) 

Lesson:  God sits enthroned and is Sovereign over all. 
 
Lord of My Life 
Read Isaiah 40:25-31. 
9. In verse 25 God Himself, the Holy One, is asking the Jews personally to whom they 

compare Himself. What revelation does He give to you? 
 Look at the heavens and I did to imagine creation and the universe 
 How does God know the names of each star?  Every star is where it is supposed 

to be because of His power and strength 
 God knows me and has not disregarded me 
 God does not grow tired and doesn’t need rest = creator and sustainer 
 God is incomprehensible and I will never fully understand Him 
 He gives me strength though I am weary 

10. Isaiah’s world was troubled.  Our current world is troubled.  How do verses 30-31 
encourage you in this time of trouble?  See John 16:33. 
 My hope is in the Lord 
 He renews my strength 
 I will soar on wings like eagles is a great image of soaring effortlessly.  Eagles 

are beautiful to watch as the soar higher and higher 
 I won’t get tired or faint even though my body gets older 
 Makes me think of the rapture, but that might be a stretch for some 
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11. Is Jesus the Lord of your life?  If so, how do you worship and thank Him for His 
Lordship? 
 Stay in prayer and His word 
 Don’t fall away for a season 
 Obedience to His word, but sometimes, I want to be Lord and disobedience 
 Sometimes, I make idols out of other things rather than Him 

Lesson:  God allows us to soar on wings like eagles even in times of trouble. 
 
Challenge:  How will you bring comfort and speak tenderly to others in our 
troubled world this week? 
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In the last lesson, Isaiah was prophesying 150 years in the future about comforting 
Judah as their time in exile in Babylon is coming to an end.  We studied the Lord of All 
which was divided into four sections:  Lord of Comfort, Lord of His Flock, Lord of 
Creation and Nations, and finally, Lord of My Life.  In Chapter 41, there is prophecy 
about God’s plan to use King Cyrus of Persia (559-530BC) to end the Babylonian exile 
and return the Jews to Jerusalem.  In this lesson we will see God’s Courtroom.  We 
will study the Prediction of a Coming Ruler, the Provision of Miraculous Help, and 
Proof of Worthless Idols. 
 

Historical Timeline 
701-680BC Isaiah Prophecies about Cyrus and Jews return to Jerusalem 
586BC Babylonians take Jerusalem and carry off people including 

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
539BC Cyrus of Persia conquers Babylon 
538BC Cyrus’ decree began the process of returning the Jews to 

Jerusalem 
515BC People of Judah enter Jerusalem and exactly 70 years after 

they were carried off (Jeremiah 25:1-14, Daniel 9:2) 
 
Prediction of a Coming Ruler 
Read Isaiah 41:1-7. 
1. How do verses 1, 8, and 21 describe a courtroom to you? 

 Be silent before me = God, the judge 
 Let’s meet together in God’s courtroom at the place of judgment = God’s 

judgment 
 God chooses Israel 
 Present your case, set forth your arguments and bring in your idols 

2. In what ways are you silent before God? 
 Do you listen to Him by reading His Word? 
 Do you instruct Him in what He should do for you? 
 Do you listen to what others say? 

3. In verse 4, God says He “has stirred up one from the east.”  Who do you think that is 
and why has God done this?  See Isaiah 45:1-6. 
 Definitely Cyrus who is a historical figure 
 God gave Cyrus power to defeat the Babylonians and power to decree the return 

of the Jews to Jerusalem (Ezra 1:1-4) 
 Isaiah 45 says God summons Cyrus by name, even though Cyrus does not 

acknowledge Him.  God is doing this for the sake of Israel, His chosen people 
 Amazing that Isaiah is writing this about 150 years before Cyrus is called 

4. What will be the response of the nations that see the one God has stirred up from 
the east?  What is your response to God’s plan to the future? 
 Those that see 

o Fear and tremble 
o Help each other 
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o Work on an Idol that won’t topple 
o Turn to themselves for security 

 Your response 
o Do I rely on my own plan and my own efforts? 
o Do I reach for idols, like treaties, diplomacy, weapons, strategies, think 

tanks? 
Lesson:  God raises up and removes leaders and nations to fulfill His eternal 
plan.  God is in control of all past, present and future events.  Fulfilment of 
Prophecy is convincing evidence that God’s Word is true. 
 
Provision of Miraculous Help 
Read Isaiah 41:8-20. 
5. Why does God mention his friend Abraham?  See Genesis 12:1-3. 

 God made an unconditional promise to Abraham and His descendants 
 God keeps His promises even if they are unconditional 
 The Jews before the exile were sinning and finally exiled, but God is keeping His 

promise to them 
6. What promises does God make to Israel who He has chosen?   

 Chosen and not rejected you = I am elected 
 I am your God don’t be dismayed = He is my God 
 I will uphold you with my righteous hand = upholds me 
 Those against you will be ashamed and disgraced = maybe eventually 
 Those against you will be nothing and perish = not sure about this one 
 Won’t find your enemies, those waging war will be as nothing = not sure about 

this one 
 Do not fear, I am with you = I don’t need to fear, how many times does the Bible 

say that 
 Do not be afraid, even though you are small = even though I am weak 
 I will help you = He helps me 
 I am your redeemer = He has redeemed me 
 Instrument for harvesting = opportunity to share gospel 
 Provides for poor, needy and thirsty = God is my provider 
 Desert blooms = He has made me fruitful to show His glory 
 Not all of these apply to us Gentiles 

7. As a believer in Jesus, which of these promises has God made to you? 
 Chosen me and not rejected me (9) 
 I am your God (10) 
 Strengthen and help me (10) 
 Do not fear (13) 
 Redeemer (14) 
 Provision for me (17) 

Lesson:  God provides all that we need to glorify Him. 
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Proof of Worthless Idols 
Read Isaiah 41:21-29. 
8. Going back to God’s courtroom, He asks to present their case and bring in their idols 

to tell the future.  When the Jews will be exiled to Babylon, they will see fortune 
telling and the consulting of the Babylon gods as commonplace.  What does God 
say about this? 
 Less than nothing (24) 
 Works are worthless (24) 
 He who chooses you is detestable (24) 
 All false (29) 
 Deeds amount to nothing (29) 
 Images are but wind and confusion (29) 

9. What example does the Lord give that the idols did not foretell the future? 
 Stirred up one from the North, one from the rising sun = East (Cyrus again), to 

conquer Babylon 
 But no one from Babylon predicted an of that. 
 Remember Isaiah wrote this many years before the exile even happened. 

10.  Some would say that God doesn’t control everything because the future isn’t 
settled.  So, God waits to see what we do and then acts to the best of the ability.  
How well do you trust in the Sovereignty of God?  What idols in your life due you 
trust in? 
 Financial analysts 
 Prediction of terrorist attack 
 Doctors predicting how long you will live 
 So-called prophets 
 Weather reports, especially hurricanes 

11. How has God toppled and idol in your life so you can turn to Him? 
 Time to do BSF because of business idol, took business away 
 Idol of special car that was broken all the time 

12. How has Isaiah encouraged you that God’s Word is always true and His prophecies 
will all be fulfilled? 
 Isaiah’s prophecies came true yet some are yet to be fulfilled 
 Same with Daniel 
 All of the unfulfilled prophecies will come true 

o Second coming 
o Rapture 
o Tribulation 
o Millennial Kingdom 
o New Heaven and New Earth 

Lesson:  God topples our false idols to that we turn to Him. 
 
Challenge:  How will you turn to God’s Word in order to seek the truth rather than 
the confusion that idols cause? 
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Last time we saw God’s Courtroom.  We studied the Prediction of a Coming Ruler, 
the Provision of Miraculous Help, and Proof of Worthless Idols.  In this lesson 
Isaiah prophesies about God’s Chosen Servants.  In three sections we will see God’s 
Perfect Servant, God’s Prevenient Grace for imperfect servants, and God’s Powerful 
Spirit poured out on his imperfect servants. 
 
God’s Perfect Servant 
Read Isaiah 42:1-25. 
1. Last time in Isaiah 41:8, we saw God’s servant as the nation of Israel.  Who is God’s 

servant in verse 42:1-4?  See Matthew 12:15-21. 
 This servant is decidedly different  
 God’s perfect servant is for sure Jesus Christ as we read Matthew 12:15-21 
 That is New Testament proof that Matthew gives us stating it fulfills Isaiah’s 

prophecy 
 Notice that God will delight in Him and I will put my spirit in Him 
 Jesus’ baptism:  Matthew 3:16-17.  Spirit of God descended like a dove.  “This is 

my Son, whom I love and with him I am well pleased.”  All this also fulfills Isaiah 
 First of four servant songs.  49:1-6, 50:4-11, and 52:13-53:12. 

2. What will God’s Perfect servant be like? 
 Not shout or cry out or raise His voice in the streets (2) 
 Won’t quench the faith of those in whom the little spark of faith burns low (3) 
 Who is your faith?  Is it a smoldering wick?  Jesus can make it burn bright 
 Bring forth justice and will not falter or discouraged until He establishes justice 

which means with His law (4).  Jesus could have a reason to be discouraged 
during His first coming.  Second coming He will establish Justice.  See 
Revelation 20:1-6. 

 In God’s servant people have hope (4) 
3. What does God the Father say to His Servant in verses 5-7? 

 Creator of all things including people (5) 
 Calls Jesus in righteousness 
 Will make it happen by taking hold of His hand 
 Make you to be a covenant for the people and light to Gentiles 

o His death on the cross is the New Covenant, celebrate that with 
communion 

o He will open our eyes and free us from the prison of sin (7) 
4. What are the new things that God announces before they come about?  See Isaiah 

42:9-25. 
 Let people sing a new song for joy 
 Give glory to the Lord 
 Lord will march out like a warrior, raise the battle cry and triumph over enemies 

(13) 
o This is different than verse 2 where He will not shout or cry out (first 

coming) 
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o This is more like His second coming in Revelation 19 
 God has waited for a long time to announce this but it was always His plan 
 Verse 15-16 may be tribulation or perhaps the Millennial Kingdom 
 Notice that Idol worshippers don’t get the blessings. 
 But also, His servant Israel has been blind and deaf (18-25) 

o So Israel has become loot for their sin against the Lord 
o They are to be exiled to Babylon, yet they didn’t understand 

Lesson:  God’s plan has always been to make a New Covenant to imperfect 
people through Jesus Christ, His perfect Servant. 
 
God’s Prevenient Grace 
Read Isaiah 43:1-28. 
5. Prevenient means coming before or preceding.  How do you see God’s grace 

coming before anything Israel did in verses 1-13? 
 Created them and then redeemed them; Summoned them by name (1) 
 Protected them (2) 
 Lord God and Holy One of Israel, your Savior (3) 
 Ransomed Egypt, Cush, and Seba in your stead (3b-4) = ransomed from Egypt 

and Babylon 
 Don’t be afraid as I am with you and regather you that I created for my glory and 

formed and made (5-7) 
 Lead out the blind and deaf people = called sinners 
 They are God’s witness, that He is the one and only and no other Savior from the 

beginning (10-13a) 
 No one can reverse what God does or take them out of His hand (13b).  See 

John 10:28-29. 
6. How have you seen Jesus’ prevenient grace in your life? 

 He created me and redeemed me through His blood 
 He called me by name and elected me before I chose Him = election 
 He ransomed me from sin  
 He caused me not to be afraid 
 Called me out as a sinner that didn’t know anything and didn’t listen for a time 
 He is the only savior for anyone including me.  By grace alone, through faith 

alone through Christ alone (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
 I am His witness (Acts 1:8) 
 No one can snatch me out of His hand (John 10:28-29) 

7. How do you reconcile God’s prevenient grace with God’s promise to send Israel to 
exile in Babylon in verse 14? 
 Says He is redeemer, but “for your sake I will send you to Babylon” 
 God is going to refine the Israel and Judah and then He destroys Babylon with 

Cyrus (14b-17) 
 God is doing a new thing, He says again (19) 
 God is burdened with their sins (24b) 
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8. How do verses 24b-25 compare to Romans 3:21-26 and encourage you? 
 God hates sin and justly punishes sin, He punished my sin through Jesus’ blood 
 All have sinned, just like Israel 
 God is doing a new thing through Jesus 
 God blots out my sin through Jesus and “remembers them no more” 
 This is all done by God’s prevenient grace and not by my works or goodness 

Lesson:  People are saved by God’s grace alone, through faith alone, through 
Christ alone. 
 
God’s Powerful Spirit 
Read Isaiah 44:1-23. 
9. Why should Israel (Jacob) not be afraid?  Why should you not be afraid? 

 Israel not afraid 
o God has chosen them as His servant 
o Provide water on a thirst land, streams on the dry ground 
o Pour out my Spirit on your offspring and blessings on your descendants 
o Descendants will spring up like grass or poplar trees 
o Say they belong to the Lord 

 Me not afraid 
o God has chosen me 
o God has given me His Holy Spirit 
o I have said I belong to the Lord 

10. How has verse 3 and 4 been fulfilled?  Is there a future fulfillment?  Use the verses 
below to help you with your answers. 
a. Acts 2:1-4 

 Day of Pentecost when HS came to believers 
b. Joel 2:28-32 

 May be a future time for those in Jerusalem at the end times 
c. Romans 11:25-27 

 This is also a future time to us where all Israel will be saved 
d. John 16:5-11 

 Holy Spirit will be sent to believers 
e. Ephesians 1:13-14 

 Marked with a seal by HS, deposit guaranteeing our inheritance  
11.  Why would God be telling Judah about idols?  See Daniel 3. 

 They probably had idols in Isaiah’s day 
 But also, they would be going into captivity in Babylon in the future 
 Babylon was filled with idols including  
 In Daniel 3 Nebuchadnezzar made an idol to worship. 
 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego would not bow down and perhaps Isaiah 

encourage them 
 God has redeemed Jacob and displays His glory in Israel (23) 

12.  How has Isaiah helped you identify and remove idols in your life? 
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 Personal 
Lesson:  God sends His Powerful Spirit to indwell believers. 
 
Challenge:  As a believer redeemed by Jesus how will you display His glory this 
week? 
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In the previous lesson Isaiah prophesied about God’s Chosen Servants.  In three 
sections we studied God’s Perfect Servant, God’s Prevenient Grace for imperfect 
servants, and God’s Powerful Spirit poured out on his imperfect servants.  In this 
lesson we continue to see God’s Grace.  First, God Appoints Cyrus, then God Re-
gathers Israel, and finally God Saves Believers.  As we study, remember that Isaiah 
was written 150 years before Judah was exiled to Babylon.  In Ezra 1-2, you can see 
that all of these prophecies were fulfilled right on time and just as God had said! 
 
God Appoints Cyrus 
Read Isaiah 44:24-45:6 2 Kings 25, and Ezra 1:1-11. 
1. How does the Lord describe Himself in these verses?  What do you learn from that 

description? 
 Your Redeemer = God chose to save me and for me to be with Him (24) 
 Formed me in the womb = God is my creator.  My father and mother did not 

create me.  Maybe abortion will come up in the discussion (24) 
 God made all things by Himself.  Includes heavens and earth = all that we see.  

Heavens and earth did not just pop into place by random chance (24) 
 Foils the signs of false prophets and diviners.  Overthrows the learning of the 

wise turning it into nonsense.  God is active in people’s lives and His word is true.  
The wise say there is no God, but God overthrows that learning and turns it into 
nonsense (25) 

 Carries out the words of His servants and fulfills the predictions of His 
messengers.  Amazing that God gave Isaiah the words and predictions to write 
and we see it carried out in history. (26) 

 Dries up the watery deep and streams.  May be a reference to the red sea, or 
perhaps the Jordan river. (27) 

 Appoints Cyrus as shepherd.  God appoints servants whether they are godly or 
not.  God rises up leaders for His own purposes (28) 

2. What is the prophecy that God gives to Isaiah?  What do you know about the 
fulfillment of that prophecy?   
 Jerusalem will be inhabited and towns of Judah rebuilt.   
 Ruins will be restored 
 At the time of his writing, the towns were intact.  People must not have believed 

that this was a true prophecy 
 Isaiah implies that Jerusalem and temple will be destroyed 
 God will appoint Cyrus as His shepherd to cause the rebuilding of Jerusalem and 

the temple. 
 We know that the temple and Jerusalem was destroyed and people carried off (2 

Kings 25:8-12, 21b) 
3. What do you know about Cyrus and what was God’s purpose for Cyrus? 

 God anointed Him and appointed Him as shepherd 
o He would subdue nations of his day and defeat them (1) 
o Break down city gates 
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o Discover treasures and riches.  Perhaps this was the things that were 
taken from the temple by the Babylonians  

 So that you will know that God is the Lord (3) 
o God summons Cyrus by name for the sake of Israel (3-4) 
o Notice Israel is God’s chosen 
o Also notice that Cyrus does not acknowledge the Lord 
o Ezra describes Cyrus decree about 150 years later from this writing 
o God did all this and documented it to reveal Himself to the world 

4. What attribute or attributes of God stand out to you from these verses?  How do 
those attributes comfort you in our trouble world today? 
 God is Creator and Sustainer of His creation 
 God is Sovereign over His creation and has predetermined world history 
 God is Redeemer for those He has chosen 
 God is the one and only (no other gods are before Him) 
 Comforts me 

o God is in charge 
o He did not just create the world, wind it up and let it go 
o God is always active to fulfill His plan for history 
o God appoints leaders that He chooses for His purposes 
o God allows hardships to reveal Himself to the world 
o God has progressively revealed Himself through history 

 God revealed Himself as Jesus during His first coming 
 God will reveal Himself more completely during His second coming 

o I am one of God’s chosen 
Lesson:  God is totally Sovereign over world history and your life. 
 
God Re-gathers Israel 
Read Isaiah 45:7-21 and Ezra 2:1-70. 
5. God continues to describe Himself in verses 7-12.  What does He reveal to you? 

 Forms light and dark, prosperity and disaster. (7) 
o Again, the Sovereignty of God 
o He did the plagues in Egypt 
o He is in control today in America to bring prosperity and disaster 

 But He rains down righteousness and salvation (8) 
o God gives us salvation through Jesus 
o Gave salvation and redemption to the Jews  
o He is a God of judgement and His judgment is righteous 

 Woe to those that quarrel with God His Maker (9-12) 
o God made men, and who are they to question Him? 
o Do you question me about my children who He is going to exile 
o Do you give orders to God? 
o Do you disobey Him 
o Disobedience (sin) is a disaster for humans 
o The Jews in Isaiah’s time were disobedient 
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 Do you have a fear of God?  Do you love God for Salvation He gave you? 
6. God brings up Cyrus again.  What does God promise to do? 

 He will raise up Cyrus as a leader (45:1) 
 God will make Cyrus’s ways straight (godly even though Cyrus does not 

acknowledge Him) 
 Cyrus will rebuild God’s city, Jerusalem and set exiles free, but not for a price or 

reward 
 See Ezra 2 where exiles returned as Isaiah had promised 
 Products of Egypt and Cush will come to Jews 
 One day the Sabeans will bow down to Jews saying, “Surely god is with you and 

no other” 
o Not sure that has happened yet 
o Maybe this is an end times prophecy 

 God promises to save Israel and disgrace those who make Idols 
 God made the earth and did not fashion it to be empty (18) 

o Perhaps this refers to Jerusalem being re-populated 
o Also, God re-populated the earth after the flood 

 God will re-gather Israel to Jerusalem (20) 
o Ezra 2 talks about the regathering 
o Jews were dispersed after Jesus’ first coming, but were regathered in 

1946 into the land. 
 Notice God is not speaking in secret (19), but is telling us the truth.  We can 

verify the exile and regathering that has occurred 
7. How do you interpret verse 17?  See Romans 11:1-2, 25-27 and Jeremiah 31:34. 

 God has made an everlasting covenant with Israel 
 God chosen them and yet they have suffered through the centuries due to 

rejection of God the one and only 
 God made their hearts hard for a time until the full number of Gentiles like me 

have come into the kingdom. 
 Paul calls this a mystery.  A mystery is something that is true, but not able to be 

explained or understood fully 
 The end times (eschatology) all revolves around Israel.  So, keep your eye on 

Israel.  See Genesis 12:1-3, where God promised to Abram. 
 Amazing that everything revolves around little Israel. 

o Even the US is blessed when they bless Israel  
o But, we seem to be cursed when we don’t as a nation in recent times 

8. What does God tell Isaiah to declare in verse 21?  What will you declare?  See Acts 
1:8 and John 14:1-6. 
 No God apart from Himself  
 God is righteous 
 God is Savior 
 For me 

o Be a witness for Jesus 



Gospel According to Isaiah 
“For He bore the sin of many and made Intercession for the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53:12) 

Lesson 5 
God’s Grace 

 

o Jesus is the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except 
through Him 

Lesson:  Only Jesus Saves. 
 
God Saves Believers 
Read Isaiah 45:22-25 and Ephesians 2:8-9. 
9. Who is God talking to in these verses?  See Isaiah 49:6. 

 For sure He is talking to the Jewish people 
 All the ends of the earth could refer to everyone perhaps or just Jews 
 But then Isaiah 49:6 says Jews will be a light to Gentiles and they were 

10. What is God saying to those He is talking to?  What is God saying to you? See 
Romans 14:11 and Philippians 2:10-11. 
 Turn to me and be saved.  We are saved by His grace through faith. 

o By faith alone  
 Before me every knee will bow and confess that He is Lord and can save.  

Romans 10:9. 
 As a believer, I will kneel before the Lord at Judgment Seat of Christ (2 

Corinthians 5:10) 
 Saved by God’s Grace alone by faith alone through Jesus alone 
 God promises that He will save us when we turn to Him 
 God promises He is righteous and strong 
 God promises His word cannot be revoked by anyone (John 10:28-29) 

11. What does God say will happen to those who rage against Him.  See Revelation 
20:11-14 and Matthew 25:41-46. 
 Great White Throne Judgment and thrown into the lake of fire 
 Rejected by Jesus at Judgment Day 

12. How has God’s Grace been sufficient for you in this troubled world?  See 2 
Corinthians 12:7-9. 
 We must remember who is in charge 
 We must kneel before the Lord in thanksgiving 
 We must confess His is Lord 
 We must thank Him for His grace He has lavishly given to us 
 Remember He is Sovereign Lord 

Lesson:  God’s Grace is sufficient for us. 
 
Challenge:  How will you bow before the Lord and acknowledge His Grace? 
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Last time we saw God’s Grace.  First, God Appoints Cyrus, then God Re-gathers 
Israel, and finally God Saves Believers.  As we study, remember that Isaiah was 
written 150 years before Judah was exiled to Babylon.  In Ezra 1-2, you can see that all 
of these prophecies were fulfilled right on time and just as God had said!  In this lesson 
we will see God’s Repeated Message since Israel just doesn’t get it.  God repeats that 
Idols Will Fail, Babylon will Fall and Israel Will be Free.  How many times must God 
repeat His message to us? 
 
Idols Will Fail 
Read Isaiah 46. 
1. In chapter 44, we heard about Babylon’s idols, but now Bel and Nebo are specifically 

named. Bel was the supreme God and also called Marduk.  Nebo was the eldest 
son, foretold Babylon’s destiny for the coming year as they both would be carried on 
the shoulders of men in a procession through the city as tokens of good fortune.  
How does God describe these God’s in verses 1-2? 
 Bel bows down and Nebo stoops low 
 The idols are born by beasts of burden and they are burdensome 
 They are unable to rescue and go off into captivity 
 So, they will not bring forth good fortune to Babylon 

2. God then calls the remnant of the house of Jacob to listen.  What does He tell them 
about Himself compared to the gods of Babylon? 
 God created and upheld them, but the others were created by goldsmith or 

silversmith 
 God has carried them, but the other gods have to be carried 
 God has made them and sustained them, but the other gods cannot sustain at 

all, they don’t do anything 
 God cannot be compared to the others and is not equal to them, but the others 

can’t move or save 
3. Next God calls the remnant of Jacob to remember.  What are they to remember and 

fix it in their mind? 
 Remember the former things of long ago perhaps the promise to Abraham and 

the Exodus from Egypt 
 I am your God and there is no other and there is none like me 
 God has made known or revealed Himself 
 He has made known what is still to come as He is here = the exile to Babylon 

and the return to Jerusalem 
 He is reminding them that God is summoning Cyrus (bird of prey) from the east 

to fulfill His purpose of defeating Babylon 
 Even though they are stubborn and stiff necked, God will bring about 

righteousness and salvation to Israel 
 God is granting salvation to Zion and His splendor to Israel 

4. God promises He will grant salvation to Zion.  How has God granted salvation to you 
even when you fail to listen and remember?  
 This is God’s grace again where He grants salvation to you 
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 I don’t always listen.  I don’t always remember 
 But God forgives me through Jesus (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
 I worship idols sometime 

o Pride 
o Money and success 
o Government systems like climate change or socialism 

 But, God is always faithful and doesn’t depend on my faithfulness to Him.  See 
lesson below. 

Lesson:  God’s faithfulness to you does not depend on your faithfulness to Him. 
 
Babylon Will Fall 
Read Isaiah 47 and Daniel 5:22-31. 
5. Babylon thought of themselves as the Queen of Kingdoms (verse 5) and they 

thought they would last forever (verse 8).  What does God say will happen to them? 
 Other nations have thought they would last forever such as Roman empire and 

Hitlers 3rd Riech = 1000 years like the Millennial Kingdom 
 Go down and sit in the dust without a throne 
 Virgin daughter of Babylon means the whole nation 
 Nakedness exposed and shame uncovered 
 No more will you be called queen of kingdoms 
 God will take vengeance and spare no one 
 Babylon was a very beautiful city and doesn’t exist anymore at all 
 Daniel 5 confirms what happened to Babylon 
 Everything that God prophesied came true and is recorded in Daniel 5 
 Notice verse 9 says this will happen in a single day, just as Daniel 5:31 says 

6. From previous lessons we know that God will send Cyrus to conquer Babylon. What 
are the reasons for Babylon’s downfall? 
 God ordained it and it was caused by Him through Cyrus 
 God gave Israel into Babylon’s hand and B showed no mercy to Israel 
 God used Babylon to discipline Israel 
 Gave a heavy yoke to the old 
 You said, I will continue forever 
 They were prideful 
 They had sorceries and potent spells 
 Trusted in wickedness 
 Said no one sees me (God) 
 Wisdom and knowledge misled you 
 For all of those things, God is sending judgment 

o God speaks ironically 
o Keep on then with sorceries and magic 
o Perhaps you will succeed 
o Stargazers making monthly predictions 
o No one can save you 
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 Remember God gave this prophecy 150 years before it happened and Daniel 
confirmed it 

7. Do you think God is still sovereign over nations today?  If so, what do you think He 
would say to nations that do the following? 

a. Boast of their power and might 
 Hitler’s Germany 
 America 

b. Feel secure in their superior knowledge, enlightened culture, and have 
evolved beyond the need for God 
 America 

c. Nations relying on idols and man-made religions 
 Could be India and China 

d. Nations that want to wipe Israel off the map  
 Iran 

8. God deals with nations but also deals with individuals.  God’s people are not exempt 
from pride and sin.  How has God dealt with you?  See Hebrews 12:4-11. 

 You are God’s son and don’t make light of discipline 
 Don’t lose heart because He disciplines those He loves 
 Endure hardship as discipline 
 If you are not disciplined then you are not true sons 
 How much more should we submit to our Father who disciplines us 
 God disciplines us for our good so we can share in His holiness 
 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful 
 Later on it produces a harvest and peace for those who have been trained 

by it 
Lesson:  God is sovereign over nations and individuals and disciplines those He 
loves. 
 
Israel Will be Freed 
Read Isaiah 48 and Daniel 6:28, 9:1-2. 
Note:  True Biblical faith has three components.  First you must listen or hear.  Second 
you must take it to heart, and third you must act on it and live it out. 
9. God uses the word “listen” four times in this chapter.  In what ways does God call 

out His people from house of Jacob? 
 Called on by name of Israel and take oaths in name of Lord 
 Invoke God of Israel 
 BUT not in truth or righteousness (1) 
 I knew you were stubborn 
 I told you these things long ago so you could not say my idols did those things 
 Admit it (6a) 
 We are so like this and don’t listen, we need to admit our sin 
 In verse 6b, God is asking them to listen to new things even though they have 

not heard them before 
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 But you didn’t hear the old things and your old ear has not been open 
 You are treacherous and called a rebel from birth (Romans 3:23) 

10. Why does God put up with the house of Jacob, Israel, and descendants from line of 
Judah?  Why does He put up with you?  See verses 9-11. 
 For His own sake, He delays His wrath and is long suffering 
 For the sake of my praise, I hold it back from you 
 I have refined you and tested you in furnace of affliction 
 God does this for His own sake and for His own glory 
 He will not yield His glory to another 
 For His sake, He put His wrath due to me for sin, on Jesus Christ and certainly 

delayed it for all time.  Ephesians 2:8-9 again. 
 He did this so that I might glorify Him.  To God be the Glory and not on my glory 
 I am a sinner saved by Grace, Amazing grace. 

11. What is God asking us to listen to in the following verses? 
a. Verses 12-13. 

 God called them and me 
 God is the first to last, alpha and omega, eternal 
 Created the heavens and earth.  Says this in Genesis 1:1 and so many 

times in Isaiah 
b. Verses 14-15. 

 He chose an ally to carry out His purpose in Babylon 
 The ally’s arm will be against Babylon 
 God has called him and he will succeed in his mission.  That would by 

Cyrus 
o Interesting that Israel is not in captivity when this is written 
o Isaiah’s contemporaries probably thought he was crazy 
o Do we think things future to us are crazy 

c. Verses 16-19. 
 Sovereign Lord has sent me with His Spirit 

o Refers to Cyrus 
o But also refers to Jesus perhaps 

 I am Lord your God who teaches you what is best for you 
o Directs you in the way you should go 
o If only you paid attention (listened) 
o You would have peace like a river 
o Descendants numerous 
o Never cut off or destroyed 
o Wouldn’t be exiled 
o Seems like discipline again from Hebrews 12 verses 

12. Describe the prophecy of verses 20-22. 
 They will flee Babylonians with shouts of joy  
 They will proclaim it to the ends of the earth 
 The Lord has redeemed His servant Jacob 
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 God protected them in the desert during the Exodus 
 God made water flow from the rock in Exodus 
 There is no peace for the wicked 

Lesson:  God’s peace is experienced by those who listen and believe Him, then 
act on it. 
 
Challenge:  How will you listen to God’s repeated message, take it to heart, and 
then live it out? 
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Last time we studied God’s Repeated Message since Israel just doesn’t get it.  God 
repeats that Idols Will Fail, Babylon will Fall and Israel Will be Free.  Now we will 
see God’s Salvation Plan through God’s Chosen Servant, through God’s Victorious 
Servant and for God’s Beloved People.  Before we begin, remember that Isaiah is a 
book of God given prophecy.  It contains vivid imagery which helps us to understand 
and remember.  The prophecies contain more than one fulfillment: 1) fulfilment close in 
time, 2) fulfillment at the first coming of Jesus Christ, and 3) in some cases a fulfillment 
at the second coming of Jesus which is still future to us.  Also, the whole Bible, including 
Isaiah is God’s story of the redemption of mankind through His Son, Messiah, the 
Savior Jesus Christ.  Today’s lesson begins the Book of the Servant. 
 
God’s Chosen Servant 
Read Isaiah 49:1-6. 
1. Some have said that the servant is Isaiah and others say Israel in an idealized form.  

Who do you say is the servant?  Explain your answer. 
 Isaiah 

o Can’t be Isaiah because he never lived to see the exile or “restore the 
tribes of Jacob” (v. 6) 

o Also, verse 1 say “Listen to me”.  Prophets call people to listen but never 
listen to me.  All through Isaiah, he says “this is what the Lord says.” 

 Can’t be Israel 
o Verse 1 talks about natural birth of a person and not a nation 
o Again, verse 6 talks about restoring the tribes of Jacob.  Israel can’t 

restore themselves and the didn’t when you read Ezra 1.  
o What about verse 3, “You are my servant Israel” 

 Before the name Israel was given to a nation, it was given to Jacob, 
which means prince of God 

 God had chosen descendants of Jacob/Israel to be bring Him glory 
on earth  

 So, it must be the Messiah, Jesus Christ 
 Second Servant song in Isaiah 

2. What do the following verses tell you about God’s Chosen Servant? 
a. Verse 1 

 All nations are to hear this, not just the Jews 
 Before I was born, the Lord called me = Virgin will be with child (Isaiah 

7:14 
 Matthew 1 genealogy 
 Luke 1:34-38 
 John 1:1 
 Genesis 3:15 

b. Verse 2 
 Word is sharp sword and polished arrow 
 Jesus conquers with His word of truth not weapons of war (Revelation 19) 
 John 1:1-14, 14:6 
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 But, He is hidden until the time is right.  He is hidden from sight until His 
first coming and hidden until His second coming 

c. Verse 3 
 Jesus was a descendant of Israel 
 Jesus displayed God’s glory as you read the gospels 

o Calmed the storm 
o Transfiguration 
o Raised Lazarus 
o And more 

d. Verse 4 
 Jesus came as a suffering servant during His first coming 
 Tremendous opposition to save us from sin and paid the sin debt 
 Jesus was born to die 
 By world standards He was not a conquering king (Isaiah 53:2-3) read 
 In Isaiah 49-57, He is a suffering servant, and in 58-66 He is a conquering 

King.  (Revelation 19 again) 
e. Verse 5 

 Jesus brought Israel back to themselves as described in Ezra 
 But Jews were dispersed again in 70AD to be brought back to Israel in 

1946 
 But they will finally be brought back in Revelation 19, future to us. 
 See verse 6 

f. Verse 6 
 He doesn’t just restore the tribes of Jacob, but He is the light to the 

Gentiles (Acts 26:23) 
 See Romans 11:25-27 and Isaiah 59:20-21 

3. What has God’s chosen Servant done for you? 
 Revealed Himself to me through the Bible 
 Paid the price for my past, present and future sins 
 Given me eternal life (John 14:6, Romans 10:9, Ephesians 2:8-9) 
 Given me eternal security (John 10:28-29) 
 Chose me (Ephesians 1:3-10) 
 Indwelled me with Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:11-14) 

Lesson:  Jesus Christ, Messiah, is God’s chosen Servant to bring salvation to all 
peoples who believe. 
 
God’s Victorious Servant 
Read Isaiah 49:7-13. 
4. What is Isaiah saying in verse 7? 

 The Lord, who is Redeemer and Holy One of Israel says = God is Redeemer of 
Israel and Holy One is speaking 
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 To him who was despised and abhorred by the nation (Nation of Israel) = Jesus 
was killed on the cross by Israel’s leaders even though He was great and sent to 
Redeem them, even Jesus’ disciples fled before the cross (John 18) 

 To the servant of rulers = Jesus was subservient (humble and lowly) and not as a 
king but subservient to Augustus Caesar, Tiberius, Herod, and Pilate 

 Kings will see you and rise up and princes bow down = but one day even the 
greatest ones of earth will see Him as He is King of the whole earth which is 
future to us 

o They will put away their pride 
o Honor the Lord’s Servant to the glory of God the Father 
o Bowing low and in submission 
o See Zechariah 14:1-10 where He is King of the whole earth 
o See Revelation 20:1-7, Millennial Kingdom where God reigns. 

 Because of the Lord who is faithful = God cannot lie and is true to His promise to 
redeem Israel and Gentiles 

 The Holy One of Israel has chosen Jesus 
 This is an amazing prophecy of Jesus’ first and second coming.  It is easier for us 

to see it with His first coming already occurring.  Therefore, we look forward to 
His second coming 

5. What is God the Father continuing to say to Jesus Christ in verse 8?  See Psalm 
69:13 and 2 Corinthians 6:2. 
 In the time of my favor, God will answer Jesus 
 In day of salvation God will help and keep Jesus 

o Jesus’ Baptism by John (Matthew 3:13-17) 
o When He was tempted by Devil (Matthew 4) 
o Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers (Matthew 9:38) 
o Gave thanks to God during feeding of 5000 (Matthew 14:13-21) 
o Prayer in Gethsemane (Matthew (26:36-46) 
o Resurrection (Matthew 28:1-10) 

 God will make Jesus be a covenant for the people 
o People of Israel 
o Gentiles 
o Notice Jesus is the covenant for the people (John 1:28, Lamb of God that 

takes away the sins of the world 
 To restore the land and reassign its desolate inheritances 

o Not just restoration of Israel but restoration of relationship to God through 
forgiveness of sin 

o Inherit eternal life 
6. What will Jesus do for the people? See Jeremiah 31:31-34. 

 Restore the land and captives come out 
o Partially fulfilled when Israel returns from exile (Ezra 1) 
o Also, Israel restored in 1946 
o But, still a restoration future to us 

 Be a covenant for them = promise to save them from sin 
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 When Jesus comes to usher in the time of Grace at His first coming 
o Say to the captives to come out = repent from sin 
o Be free from sin, no longer a slave to sin (Romans 7) 

 But really when Jesus comes to establish His Kingdom on Earth after His second 
coming (Zechariah 14:6-21 and Revelation 20:1-6) 

o Feed beside the roads, not hungry (Revelation 22:1-5) 
o Perfect climate  
o Jesus will guide them 
o No mountains to worry about 
o People come from afar to worship Him 
o People will shout for the whole earth 
o Jesus will comfort them and have compassion on afflicted ones 

 Comforts people with forgiveness 
 Compassion on those afflicted with sin 

7. How is Jesus victorious in your life?  See 1 Corinthians 15:50-56 and 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-19. 
 He forgave my sins 
 He conquered death 
 He sent Holy Spirit to indwell in me 
 Job to do in heaven serving Him 

Lesson:  Jesus is gives believers victory over sin and death. 
 
God’s Beloved People 
Read Isaiah 49:14-26. 
8. What is Zion’s complaint and how does God answer them?  Have you ever had the 

same complaint and answer? 
 Zion’s complaint  

o The Lord forsook them and forgot them 
o Some people get mad at God for trials, do you? 

 God’s answer 
o Even though a mother may forget, God will never forget 
o God has you engraved on palm of his hands 
o Children will be with you 
o Although you were ruined and made desolate, Israel’s land will be too 

small for Jesus’ people = not sure this has happened yet as complete 
restoration has not occurred yet, but God has promised to do so 

o Enemies will be far away = This definitely hasn’t happened yet as enemies 
surround Israel right now 

9. God promises Zion an abundance.  From verses 22-26b, how will Jesus fulfill that 
promise?  See Romans 11:25-29. 
 He beckons the Gentiles and lifts up His banner = calls to them 
 Jews will be brought back to land.  This happened in 1946 but is not complete 
 Kings and queens will bow down to Israel = they will honor the Jews 
 Jesus will do this according to Zechariah 14 and Revelation 19 
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 They will get plunder and captives from warriors or their enemies 
 I will punish your oppressors 

10.  What is the reason for the Lord to do this for Zion? 
 All mankind will know 

o I am the Lord 
o Your Savior 
o Your redeemer 
o Mighty One of Jacob 

 Again, this has not yet occurred and is future to us 
11. As a believer, what promises from God are future to you? 

 Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13-19) 
 Room prepared by Jesus (John 14:1-6) 
 Judgement Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10) 
 Marriage of the Lamb (Revelation 19:6-8) 
 Final Battle (Revelation 19:11-21) 
 Millennial Kingdom with Jesus (Revelation 20:16) 
 New Heaven and New Earth (Revelation 21) 

Lesson:  God always fulfills His promises to his beloved people. 
 
Challenge:  Thank God for His daily blessings and those to come in the future. 
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Last time we looked at God’s Salvation Plan through God’s Chosen Servant, through 
God’s Victorious Servant and for God’s Beloved People.  In this lesson we see 
God’s Faithful Word as we Trust and Obey, Listen and Remember, so we can 
Awake and Depart.  
 
Trust and Obey 
Read Isaiah 50:1-11. 
1. Remember in the last lesson from Isaiah 49:14, that Israel is fearful of being 

forgotten and forsaken during their exile.  How does God reassure them in verses 1-
3? 
 Basically, saying have I divorced you, no I didn’t 
 You will be sold because of your sins because, but it is not permanent (2a) they 

just weren’t listening. 
 Read Jeremiah 25:1-14 tells them again 
 Remember Isaiah is written ahead of Jeremiah. 
 Isaiah tells them the future 
 God is not too weak to handle this going along with Isaiah 49 

2. Beginning in verse 4, the speaker changes.  Who is speaking?  Explain your answer 
and try to support it with Bible verses.  Verses 4-9 is the third servant song. 
 Jesus Christ 
 Jesus was instructed by God and opened His ears (John 14:31) 
 Jesus was not rebellious (Matthew 26:42) may your will be done and He went to 

the cross 
 I offered my back (Matthew 27:26 where Jesus is flogged) 
 Offered cheeks spitting and mocking (Matthew 27:67) in front of Caiaphas the 

spit at Him struck with fists, slapped Him. 
 Jesus was without sin (Hebrews 4:15), tempted in desert Matthew 4 
 Jesus was vindicated (Matthew 27:50-54) 

3. “Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the word of the servant?”  If you do, how 
do you do that? 
 Trust in the name of the Lord and rely on Him 
 Trust and obey like Jesus did 
 Listen which we will talk about next 
 Be instructed by prayer and Bible study 

4.  What happens to those that do not trust and obey by providing themselves with 
flaming torches? 
 They will lie down in torment 
 This is the gospel message for sure 

Lesson:  Trust and obey Jesus. 
 
Listen and Remember 
Read Isaiah 51:1-16. 
5. Who is called to listen and how are they encouraged in verses 1-8? 
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 Who 
o Those who pursue righteousness and want to trust and obey.  They want 

His instruction and then are willing to obey His instruction 
o Are you willing to do that? 

 Encouraged 
o God’s faithfulness in past (1-3) 

 Reminds them of father Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3) 
 God blessed Abraham so that all nations will be blessed through 

him 
 Comfort Zion with compassion on all her ruins (3) 
 Deserts like Eden 
 Give joy, gladness and singing 

o What God will do (4-6) 
 He will take personal action (His arm 
 Will be a light to all nations through the Jews 
 Salvation is on the way 
 Earth and sky will vanish, but His righteousness will last forever.  

This is certainly future to us 
o We will face the reproach of men with terrifying insults, but don’t fear (7-8) 

 Again, God’s righteousness will last forever 
 Righteousness through all generations 
 Christians are facing the reproach of men these days like never 

before in my life 
6. In verses 9-11, the speaker changes.  Who is addressing the Lord what are they 

asking?  See Daniel 9:1-17. 
 Could be Isaiah, or could be the righteous remnant. 
 Could be Daniel who would pray while still in exile 
 Praying the ransomed of the Lord will return to Zion with singing. 
 Basically, these people are praying like Daniel to do what God has promised to 

do. 
 Do you pray God promises yourself?  He promises wisdom, do you ask.  

Matthew 7:7. 
7. How does God answer in verses 12-16? 

 Remember who I am 
 I am the one that comforted you 
 I am Creator, stretched out heavens and foundations of the earth 
 Remember that your oppressors are just men even though they are bent on 

destruction 
 Remember, I will set you free 
 I have put my words in your mouth and covered you with shadow of my hand 
 You are my people (even though they are sinners) 

8. How do you listen and remember the Lord? 
 Personal 
 Daily prayer and sometimes during the day for a moment 



Gospel According to Isaiah 
“For He bore the sin of many and made Intercession for the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53:12) 

Lesson 8 
God’s Faithful Word 

 

 Memorize His promises, lately, my citizenship is in heaven 
 Be convicted, confess and repent of sin like Daniel 

Lesson:  God cannot lie and fulfills His promises of mercy and grace. 
 
Awake and Depart 
Read Isaiah 51:17-52:12. 
9. Describe the first wakeup call in verses 17-23. 

 God is talking to people who will go back to Jerusalem 
 They are finished with the double calamities ruin and destruction of land, famine 

and sword of people (19) 
 God defends His people (22) 
 Verse 22 says I have taken the cup of wrath out of your hand and put the cup in 

the hands of tormenters (probably Babylon) 
 Says you will never drink of this cup again in verse 22.  That may be future to 

us?? 
10. Describe the second wakeup call in Isaiah 52:1-10.  See Zechariah 14:1-21. 

 Clothe your self with strength, God’s strength 
 Notice the defiled and uncircumcised will not enter again. 

o Only about 50,000 inhabited Jerusalem in Ezra’ day.  City was rebuilt, 
then temple defiled in 164BC 

o City was destroyed in 70AD by Romans and temple is still destroyed 
o Uncircumcised are in Jerusalem these days even through the Jews have 

been regathered 
o Could this be a prophecy to be fulfilled in a time future to us? 

 City is redeemed (3) 
 First people were in Egypt, now Assyria 
 When all this happens, they will know that Lord foretold it (6) 
 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet who bring good news, peace, good 

tidings, salvation 
 Notice the Lord returns to Zion (Zechariah 14:3-5) is certainly future to us 
 Lord will lay bare His Holy arm in sight of all the nations and all ends of the earth 

will see.  (Matthew 24:30-31?)  
 This could be talking about the Millennial Kingdom again where Christ reigns for 

1000 years (Revelation 20:1-7).  Still future to us. 
11. In verses 11 and 12, people are called to depart, depart.  Who were they told to 

depart? 
 Don’t touch anything unclean 
 For those carrying the vessels of Lord, come out from it and be pure 
 Won’t leave in haste like they did in Egypt 
 Lord will go before you as well as rear guard 

12.  From what have you departed?  How hasty was that departure?  Who went before 
you and protected you? 
 Left sin when I believed in Jesus and He made me pure and righteous 
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 Once leaving sin, though my departure from it was a slow walk and not hasty. 
o Still difficult to totally depart from sin 
o But, I know that Jesus goes before and then protects me from evil 

Lesson:  To follow Jesus you must leave something behind. 
 
Challenge:  Believers must trust, obey, listen, and remember God’s Faithful Word, 
in order to awake and depart from sin. 
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In the last lesson we saw God’s Faithful Word as we Trust and Obey, Listen and 
Remember, so we can Awake and Depart.  In this lesson we will study the fourth and 
last of God’s Servant Songs.  Some would call this God’s Gospel of Jesus Christ that is 
laid out 700 years before His birth.  Consisting of five stanzas, we will study each of the 
stanzas separately.  The Servant’s Suffering and Success is an introduction.  We will 
then study the Servant’s Sorrow and Rejection, the Servant’s Substitutionary 
Atonement, and the Servant’s Submission in Suffering.  Finally, we will end with the 
Servant’s Success and Satisfaction as an epilogue. 
 
Servant’s Suffering and Success - Introduction 
Read Isaiah 52:13-15. 
1. Who is talking and what is being said? 

 God the Father 
 Servant will act wisely 
 Will be raised, lifted up and highly exalted, that is good news 
 But with good news comes suffering 
 Jesus will do a great work, but at a great price 

2. How would you interpret verses 14 and 15?  See Matthew 27:50-54 and Revelation 
19:11-16. 
 Verse 14 seems to be talking about Jesus’ first coming and dying on the cross as 

a suffering servant 
 Verse 15 seems to be talking about His second coming as a judge and 

conquering king, success 
 But also, He will sprinkle many nations, which He has done for over 2000 years 

o Sprinkle means to atone with blood just as the High Priest did that once 
per year. 

 Kings will shut their mouths because of Him 
o They will be startled, maybe when the temple was torn 
o Maybe when He comes a second time in judgment, not sure believers will 

be startled when they are raptured.  Seems to be talking about 
unbelievers there??? 

 In His suffering, He will produce great success. 
 So God told us 700 years in advance that Jesus, Messiah would be coming 
 OT believers looked forward to His first coming.  NT believers look forward to His 

second coming. 
Lesson:  Jesus comes as a suffering servant and a successful King. 
 
Servant’s Sorrow and Rejection 
Read Isaiah 53:1-3. 
3. Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been 

revealed?  See John 12:37-41. 
 Who believed?  Not many, just a few disciples.  Jewish leaders did not in spite of 

the miracles 
 They saw the arm of the Lord, God’s power and still didn’t believe. 
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4. What does verse 2 tell you about Jesus?  See Isaiah 11:1-9. 
 Grew up a tender shoot from the stump of Jesse, and king David. 
 He was innocent 
 Jesus was the root of it all 
 But from world’s view, He was an ordinary man 
 He had nothing that attracted people to Him, no beauty or majesty 

5. Why do people despise, reject, hide their faces and not esteem Jesus? 
 Human heart is sinful and selfish 
 They not like other people and don’t need Jesus. 
 They are not a sinner and don’t need a savior 
 Don’t want to be attracted to Him.  
 Esteemed Him not is an accounting term.  When they add everything up about 

Jesus, He is a big zero 
 Jesus was a man of sorrows and familiar with suffering 
 Faith in Jesus is will on our part.  We have free will to believe or not 
 But God calls us to Himself through Jesus (Ephesians 2:8-9, Luke 19:10) 

o It is not our doing but God’s intervention in our lives 
o God seeks sinners and calls to them 

Lesson:  As a man of sorrows, Jesus has been despised and rejected by many. 
 
Servant’s Substitutionary Atonement 
Read Isaiah 53:4-6. 
6. How do the following words help you understand substitutionary atonement and 

what Jesus has done for you? 
a. Substitution 

 Jesus stood in our place to be reconciled to the Holy God 
 He took away the punishment for our transgressions and iniquities (sins) 

b. Propitiation 
 He turned away God’s wrath on us, by taking God’s wrath on Himself 

c. Vicariously 
 He suffered on behalf of us 
 He represented us on the cross 

d. Justify 
 Declared us not guilty 

7. God is just and sins must be punished.  How does Jesus’ substitutionary atonement 
fulfill God’s demand for justice and holiness? 

 Our sins were punished 
 They weren’t just swept under the rug 
 Sins were paid in full because of His blood being shed and being pierced 
 God then imputed our sin to Jesus 
 He then imputed Christ’s righteousness to us 
 This is amazing grace 
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8. Calling you like a sheep gone astray is not flattering or encouraging.  But, how is 
verse 6 encouraging to you?  See 1 Peter 2:24-25 and Romans 3:21-26. 
 All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory 
 We want to go our own way, do it our way, be in charge on a daily basis 
 Lord God laid the iniquity of us all on Jesus 
 God did this for me 
 We cannot keep talking about this as it is so encouraging 

Lesson:  Jesus paid the price for the sins of those that believe in Him. 
 
Servant’s Submission in Suffering 
Read Isaiah 53:7-9. 
9. What do you know about Jesus’ 5 illegal trials before being “cut off from the land of 

the living?”  How is Isaiah’s prophecy fulfilled?  See 1 Peter 2:22. 
a. Before Annas in middle of the night (John 18:12-14, 19-24) 

 Struck Jesus in the face 
 Can you imagine slapping God your Lord and Savior? 

b. Before Caiaphas the high priest in his palace (Matthew 26:57-68) 
 Couldn’t find any evidence against Him to put Him to death 
 in verse 63 He remained silent 

c. Before Pilate (Luke 23:1-5) 
 Pilate had no basis for a charge (4) 

d. Before King Herod (Luke 23:6-11) 
 Jesus gave no answer to Herod’s questions 

e. Final trial before Pilate (Luke 23:12-25) 
 No basis for charge against Him (14) 
 No grounds for death 
 Finally, Pilate agrees to let Him be crucified like a lamb to the slaughter 
 Cut off from the land of the living 

10.  Jesus chose to do the will of the Father and die on the cross.  He could have 
summoned thousands of angels to defend Him.  At any moment, He could have 
come down from the cross as some taunted Him to do.  Jesus was willing to submit 
to the Father’s will and suffer for you.  What are you willing to do for Jesus? 
 Personal 
 Worship Him as Lord of my life.  Obey 

Lesson:  Jesus was born to die for your sins. 
 
Servant’s Success and Satisfaction - Epilogue 
Read Isaiah 53:10-12. 
11. Who put the Servant on the cross and why? 

 His Father, Jews, Romans, all of us sinners 
 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush Him and cause Him to suffer 
 The Lord made His life a guilt offering 

12. How was the Servant’s suffering successful? 
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 After the suffering He rose from the dead and be satisfied that He justified many 
(11) 

 He will bear their iniquities (many) 
 He will have a portion among the great 
 He poured out His life unto death and number with sinners 
 Bore the sins of many (not all) 

Lesson:  When sinners are justified, Jesus is satisfied. 
 
Challenge:  If Jesus is your Savior, make Him your Lord. 
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Last time we studied the fourth and last of God’s Servant Songs.  Some would call this 
God’s Gospel of Jesus Christ that is laid out 700 years before His birth.  We studied 
this in five divisions consisting of the Servant’s Suffering and Success, the Servant’s 
Sorrow and Rejection, the Servant’s Substitutionary Atonement, the Servant’s 
Submission in Suffering and finally, the Servant’s Success and Satisfaction.  This 
time we will see God’s Renewal explaining God’s Future Glory of Zion, God’s 
Invitation to Israel, God’s Invitation to Others, and finally, God’s Accusation to the 
Wicked and Comfort for the Contrite. 
 
God’s Future Glory for Zion 
Read Isaiah 54:1-17. 
1. It is interesting that Paul quotes verse 1 in Galatians 4:26-27, as he teaches about 

Hagar and Sarah.  What do you know about God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah?  
See Genesis 17:1-8. 
 God made an everlasting covenant with Abraham when he was 99 years old. 
 Promised to greatly increase his number even though he was old and Sarah had 

been barren 
 Make you a father of many nations, make you fruitful 
 Kings will come from you (David for example) 
 Everlasting covenant between me and you 
 For generations to come, I will be your God 
 Whole land of Canaan will be an everlasting possession and I will be your God 

2. Remember that Isaiah is writing prior to the people of Judah and Jerusalem being 
exiled to Babylon.  What is God’s promise to them in verses 1-8? 
 Refers to His promise to Abraham in a sense and God is keeping His promise 
 After the Jews are exiled, which is in the future for Isaiah, He will bring them back  
 He is telling them to disburse and spread out and settle in desolate cities (2-3) 

o That could be the return from exile as described in Ezra 
o The shame and widowhood could be the exile itself and that they should 

not be afraid or ashamed of it 
o God, the Holy one of Israel is your Redeemer and God of the whole earth, 

not just Jerusalem 
 God will call them back using the image of a deserted wife (6) 
 God said He abandoned them for a brief time, but will bring them back (7) 

o God was angry, but with deep compassion will bring them back 
o Hid His face for a moment, but with everlasting kindness, He has 

compassion and will redeem them (8) 
3. Jerusalem, the “afflicted city lashed by storms” has suffered many times throughout 

history and in our time is not a peaceful place.  How do verses 9-17 square with 
Jerusalem’s history and current condition? 
 These verses seem to only been partially fulfilled and we are waiting for 

fulfillment future to us 
 Jerusalem is still a place lashed by storms and without peace 
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 God promises never to be angry or rebuke you again and covenant of peace will 
not be removed 

 Amazing that God has regathered Israel, protected them even though 
surrounded by enemies; no weapon forged against you will prevail (17) 

 God vindicates them (17) 
 Zechariah 14 describes Jesus coming back to Jerusalem and restoring it.  Acts 

1:10-11 confirms Zechariah 14.  Ties into Revelation 20 Millennial Kingdom, New 
Jerusalem in Revelation 21 

o Notice how the New Jerusalem comes down from heaven with jewels and 
o Jesus comes back to fight for Jerusalem described in Revelation 19 
o All of these verses are future to us 
o God has regathered Israel to Jerusalem for these coming events and will 

be true to His promise 
o Amazing future glory fulfilling God’s promise to the Jewish people and 

Gentiles 
 All of these prophecies point to the future glory of Jerusalem ruled by Jesus 

Himself when He comes back as a conquering King over the earth with His 
capital in Jerusalem 

Lesson:  God has a plan for the future glory of Zion. 
 
God’s Invitation to Israel 
Read Isaiah 55:1-12. 
4. Explain the Lord’s invitation to the thirsty in verses 1-6.  See 2 Samuel 7:11b-16. 

 Uses a metaphor of free food, wine and milk as feeding your soul with good 
things 

 May refer to the return to Jerusalem, but much more, perhaps 
 Notice that it is offered as a free gift to eat what is good 
 Further, He says to come to ME; Hear ME that your soul may live 
 God has promised an everlasting covenant with King David 

o This is a promise of God’s Son, Jesus and His everlasting Kingdom 
o See Matthew 1:1-17 of Jesus’ genealogy from Abraham through David 

 Verse 5 says that Nations will come to you because of Lord your God. 
o American was attracted to Jesus for a time 
o Many other Nations have come to Jesus 

5. Notice verse 6 says to “Seek the Lord why He may be found; call on Him while He is 
near.”  Why should someone do that? 
 Let the evil man do that and the Lord will have mercy on Him 
 God will freely give a pardon.  Notice the freedom of the pardon again 

(Ephesians 2:8-9) 
 Also God’s thoughts are much higher than people’s thoughts 
 Notice that God’s word goes out and doesn’t return empty or void; His word 

accomplishes what God desires. 
 Verse 12 talks about blessing in a figurative way 
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6. While this invitation is addressed to Israel, how does it apply to you? See Ephesians 
2:8-9. 
 God’s grace through Jesus has always been the plan 
 His plan has been revealed through the nation of Israel 
 God’s plan of grace is a free gift and not by works 
 God’s plan will not be destroyed (v. 12) 

Lesson:  For the Son of Man came to seek and save those that are lost. 
 
God’s Invitation to Others 
Read Isaiah 56:1-8. 
7. How do you interpret verses 1-2? 

 Perhaps written to the Jewish people as they look forward to the Messiah  
 They were called to do what is right waiting for the Messiah to be revealed 
 In Isaiah’s day many were doing evil 

8. In previous times foreigners and eunuchs were excluded from worship.  What does 
Isaiah say about that? 
 They should not be excluded and bind themselves to the Lord 
 If they hold fast to the covenant, they will be brought to His holy mountain 
 For my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations 

9. How does verse 8 apply to you?  See Romans 11:25-29. 
 God has gathered exiles to Himself 
 God gathers still others to them 
 Besides those already gathered 
 See Matthew 23:37 
 God wants to gather me (Luke 19:10) 
 God has gathered me and wants to gather all people but some are not willing 
 We will cover that in the next division 

Lesson:  God’s plan is to gather all people to Himself. 
 
God’s Accusation for the Wicked and Comfort for the Contrite 
Read Isaiah 56:9-57:13. 
10. What is God accusing the wicked of? 

 Blind and lack knowledge of the truth (10) 
 Dream and love to sleep, I suppose spiritually (10) 
 Lack understanding of truth again so the turn to their own way and seeks their 

own gain (11) 
 Get drunk thinking tomorrow will be better than today (12) 
 The righteous parish (kill the prophets) (1-2) 
 Adulterers and prostitutes who burn with lust (3-5a) 
 Sacrifice your children in ravines (abortion) (5b) 
 Idol worship (6) 

o Mountain shrines maybe for sex? (7) 
o Pagan symbols (8) 
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o Loved pagan gods (8) 
o Worshiped Molech (9) 
o Not remembered me (11) 

 Notice that God will not answer them (13) 
 This reminds me of Romans 1:18-32 where God gave the people over to their 

own lusts 
 Finally notice that the righteous man will inherit the land and possess the holy 

mountain 
11. Who are the contrite and what happens to them?  See Matthew 5:3-10. 

 Who 
o Contrite means crushed 
o From Matthew these are people asking for forgiveness 

 What happens 
o God will live with them 
o God revives their spirit 
o Won’t accuse forever or be angry 
o Will punish sin but will heal him 
o Will guide him and restore him 
o Gives peace 
o From Matthew, they will be blessed in spiritual ways 

12. Are you contrite?  If so, what comfort has God shown to you? 
 Personal 

 
Lesson:  God comforts the contrite. 
 
Challenge:  Look forward expectantly for God’s renewal of all things. 
 
  



Gospel According to Isaiah 
“For He bore the sin of many and made Intercession for the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53:12) 

Lesson 11 
God’s Way Out 

 

Last time we saw God’s Renewal explaining God’s Future Glory of Zion, God’s 
Invitation to Israel, God’s Invitation to Others, and finally, God’s Accusation to the 
Wicked and Comfort for the Contrite.  In this lesson, God identifies two problems for 
Israel and us today.  God’s Way Out is also identified as we look at Pretend Faith 
versus True Faith, and Sin’s Destruction, versus God’s Deliverance. 
 
Pretend Faith 
Read Isaiah 58:1-5. 
1. What is Israel’s problem that Isaiah is told to shout aloud?  What is your problem? 

 Rebellion for Israel and rebellion for me 
 We are born sinners, one of the first words a 2 year old learns is NO 
 We like to be in charge and don’t want to be told what to do 

2. Fasting was prescribed only one day per year on the Day of Atonement in order to 
recognize a person’s inability to make any atonement for their own sin (Leviticus 
23:26-32).  But over time the Jews added additional days of fasting and the focus of 
fasting moved away from God.  Describe God’s complaint with the people’s fasting. 
 Jews SEEM eager to know m ways, as if they were a nation that does what is 

right and not forsaken the commands of God 
 SEEM eager for God to come near them 
 They ask why have we humbled ourselves (fasted) and God has not noticed 
 Well, God answers them 

o On the day of fasting you do as you please:  don’t focus on God 
o Exploit all your workers, sort of like working on Sunday 
o Fasting ends in quarrelling and strife and fist fights 
o Only bowing your head, lying in sackcloth and ashes, calling attention to 

yourself 
 So they had a pretend faith:  looked good on the outside but not on the outside 

3. Have you ever had a pretend faith?  If so, explain. 
 Praying to impress others 
 Giving in front of others 
 Reading Bible but not focusing on God 
 Praying but letting your mind wander away from God 
 Expressing Bible knowledge but without love 
 Critical talk about others 
 Anger, arguing 

Lesson:  God calls us to an honest evaluation of our faith. 
 
True Faith  
Read Isaiah 58:6-14. 
4. List the ways God has chosen for a person to have true fasting or faith? 

 Stop injustice, set oppressed free 
 Provide shelter for the poor wanderer 
 Clothe those without clothes 
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 Don’t turn away your own flesh and blood 
 Do away with pointing finger and malicious talk 
 Don’t break the Sabbath and keep the Lord’s day honorable by not going your 

own way 
5. What does God promise for those who have true faith? 

 Light will break forth like dawn, healing quickly appear (8) 
 Righteousness will go before you and glory of Lord your rear guard (8) 
 Lord will answer (9) 
 Your light will rise in darkness (10) 
 Lord will guide you, satisfy your needs, strengthen your frame, well-watered 

garden (11) 
 Your people will rebuild ruins, walls and streets (Jerusalem) (12) 
 You fill find joy in the Lord and ride on the heights of the land (14) 

6. How have you experienced true faith and found joy in the Lord?  See Ephesians 2:8-
10 and Matthew 22:37-39. 
 Saved by Grace through Jesus which is Ephesians 2:8-9. 

o Like the Day of Atonement to be forgiven from our sins 
o We can’t be saved by works 
o Love God with all your heart and soul and mind 

 Do the works God prepared in advance to do 
o You will have joy in doing good works and God will be with you 
o This would show your true faith (James 2:26) 
o Love others as you love yourself 

Lesson:  True love for God always expresses itself in compassion for people. 
God calls us to love Him with all our heart, soul and mind and to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. 
 
Sin’s Destruction 
Read Isaiah 59:1-13. 
7. God is speaking to those who questioned Him in Isaiah 58:3. What is God’s answer? 

 God is powerful enough to save 
 God is aware and can hear 
 But sin has separated them from God 

o He has hidden His face 
o He won’t hear 

8. What are the specific sins that God calls out in verses 3-9? 
 Hands stained with blood, fingers with guilt 

o Blood is damage to others 
o Guilt is damage to sinner 

 Lips spoken lies, tongue mutters wicked things 
 No one calls for justice, no integrity, speak lies, conceive trouble and give birth to 

evil 
 Hatch evil plots 
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 Spin our own useless webs 
 Deeds are evil and acts of violence 
 Feet rush to sin, swift to shed innocent blood 
 Thoughts are evil so that they are on the way to ruin and destruction 
 Don’t know peace or justice and will never have peace 

9. Notice that the pronouns change in verses 9-13.  What is going on in those verses 
and how do they apply to you? 
 People are listening to God and being convicted of sin 
 Notice in verses 12 where they acknowledge their iniquities 
 Have you acknowledged you sin? 

o That is the beginning of repentance 
o 1 John 1:9 for believers 

Lesson:  The wages of sin is death and destruction. 
 
God’s Deliverance 
Read Isaiah 59:14-21. 
10. Notice that God saw that no one could intervene.  So, what is God’s plan?  Genesis 

3:15 and 1 Peter 1:10-12. 
 His own arm will work salvation 
 God had always planned it this way from Genesis 3 and before the formation of 

the earth 
 Jesus will be salvation and Isaiah is looking forward to that coming salvation 

11. How will God work out salvation? 
 God will send Jesus who was totally righteous 
 Jesus will put on garments of vengeance and repay people for what they have 

done 
 Wrath and retribution to enemies and foes 
 From the east and west men will fear the name of the Lord 
 The Redeemer will come to Zion to those in Jacob who repent of their sins 
 God makes a New Covenant in verse 21 to Israel and to us 

12. In verse 21, who is “me”, “you”, and “them”?  How do you interpret this verse? 
 Me is God himself 
 You is unidentified, but some say Jesus Christ, Servant of the Lord 
 Them is the Jews and us 
 This is the New Covenant of Jesus Christ 

Lesson:  But the gift of God is eternal life. 
 
Challenge:  Remember this week that “For it is by grace you are saved through 
faith (and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God) not by works, so that 
no one can boast. 
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In the previous lesson, God identifies two problems for Israel and us today.  God’s Way 
Out is also identified as we look at Pretend Faith versus True Faith, and Sin’s 
Destruction, versus God’s Deliverance.  In this lesson we will see God’s Glory as it 
will be in the future.  We will see God’s Radiant Glory, God’s Transforming Glory, 
and God’s Everlasting Glory.   
 
God’s Radiant Glory 
Read Isaiah 60:1-9. 
1. Who is the Lord speaking to and what is He saying in verses 1-2? 

 Speaking to Nation of Israel 
 Telling them to wake up because their light has or will come 
 That light is the Glory of the Lord (Jesus came as the light of the world, John 

8:12) 
 Darkness (sin) covers the earth and thick darkness is over the people groups 
 BUT God’s Glory appears over you Israel 
 Jesus came the first time but He is coming again with power and great glory 
 Notice that God is doing all of this for Israel.  Remember their pretend faith and 

destructive sins in last week’s lesson 
2. Describe what God is promising to Israel in verses 3-9.  Have these promises been 

fulfilled?  See Revelation 20:1-6. 
 Nations will come to Israel’s light 
 The light of Jesus comes to Jerusalem during a time of deep darkness (2) 
 Pretty dark now but going to get darker 
 Israel is regathered 

o Some of that occurred after exile that Isaiah has prophesied 
o Some occurred when Jesus came the first time 
o Some occurred in 1946 when Israel was regathered as a nation 
o Right now it is spiritually dark in Israel and without Christ 

 Calling Israel to look around at what happens 
 Bearing gifts of gold and incense 

o For Jesus’ first coming is was gold = kingship, incense = priesthood, myrrh 
= death 

o Notice this time no myrrh (so this is the second coming) yet to happen 
 Their offerings will be accepted (7) 
 Wealth will be brought to Israel to adorn Israel’s temple 
 Who are these that fly along like clouds? 

o Holy ones ruling with Christ 
o See Revelation 20:4 the dead came to life 

 Bring wealth to honor the Lord your God 
 This is all future to us and describes Millennial Kingdom 

3. Notice that people will come to God’s alter and they will be accepted.  What kind of 
offering does God accept and what is the only acceptable sacrifice for sin? 
 God accepts an offering made in true faith and not pretend faith 
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 The only acceptable sacrifice is the blood of Jesus Christ 
 So, this points ahead to Jesus for sure.  Points to both His first and second 

coming 
4. How would you describe God’s Glory? 

 God’s Glory is the outshining of His Character 
o Kindness 
o Mercy, Grace, compassion 
o Power, love 
o Wisdom, knowledge 
o Sovereignty, faithfulness 
o Holiness 
o Righteousness and justice (wrath on sin) 
o Immutability, creator, sustainer 

 See Matthew 17 where Jesus is transfigured 
 Shekinah Glory with Israelites in desert. 
 Always seems to be light 

Lesson:  God’s Glory is radiant and attractive for those of us today and for those 
in the future. 
 
God’s Transforming Glory 
Read Isaiah 60:10-18. 
5. Jerusalem is called Zion in verse 14 because it is built on Mount Zion. How will 

Jerusalem be transformed as described in verses 10-12?  Is this transformation 
fulfilled or future to us? 
 Walls rebuilt by foreigners describes time of Cyrus allowing the exiles to go back 

to rebuild the temple and the walls so that has been fulfilled (10) 
 Notice verse 11 when a time is coming when gates will never become shut so 

that people may come 
 But nations that don’t serve Jesus will perish and cannot come 
 After rebuilding of temple, there were nations that fought against Israel that did 

not perish 
o Gates are shut now in Jerusalem with enemies surrounding Israel 
o So this is a time future to us 
o See Revelation 21:25 

 Interesting principal 
o God’s gates are open to all 
o But, without Jesus they cannot enter 

6. How will nations be transformed by God’s Glory as described in verses 13-14? 
 Lebanon will come with their wealth 

o They did help build Solomon’s temple 
o Also, they helped with the second (Ezra 3:7) 

 But notice even those that oppress the Jews and despise them will bow down at 
your and call you the city of the Lord, Zion (14) 

o The enemies have certainly not done this 
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o So this is clear an event future to us and would be during the Millennial 
Kingdom 

 The temple will be adorned and made more beautiful by those who 
o Acknowledge Jesus as Lord and Savior 
o Give Him all the have and their very best 
o What will I give Him?  Do I give Him my very best? 

7. How will God’s Glory transform the people of Zion in verses 15-18? Has this 
transformation occurred?  See Romans 11:25-32. 
 Notice Israel has been forsaken (exiled) and hated. 

o Two temples destroyed and Jews disbursed 
o Regathered after holocaust but still hated (Iran wants to wipe them out) 

 But God will transform them as the everlasting pride and joy of all generations 
 They will know that God is redeemer (Romans 11:26, where all Israel will be 

saved).  This is future to us 
 Notice the quality of the transformation in verse 17 

o Gold instead of Bronze 
o Only the best quality 
o Jesus brings the best and is the best 

 No longer violence in the land 
o Security is in Jesus (walls). Protection in Jesus 
o Gates let you go in and out so go in God’s presence by praising Him and 

we go out to praise Him to others 
 None of this has happened and is all future to us in the Millennial Kingdom of 

Jesus 
8. How has God transformed you?  How has the transformation given you hope for 

your future glory? 
 Called to me as a sinner (Luke 19:10) 
 Born again when I believed Jesus (John 3:16, Romans 10:9) 
 Will transform me again (1 Thessalonians 4:13-19) 
 Will be one of His Holy Ones (Zechariah 14:6, Revelation 19, Revelation 

20:5???) 
Lesson:  God’s Glory is transformative for believers. 
 
God’s Everlasting Glory 
Read Isaiah 60:19-22. 
9. Compare these verses in Isaiah to the vision that God gave in Revelation 21. 

 Sun and moon will no longer be your light, for Lord is everlasting light (Revelation 
21:23 

 God will be your glory and everlasting light (Revelation 21:24) 
 Days of sorrow will end (Revelation 21:4) 
 All your people will be righteous (Revelation 21:27) 
 They are the shoot I have planted the work of my hands for the display of my 

splendor (Revelation 21:1-5) 
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 Possess the land forever (Revelation 21:4, no more death) 
10. When does all of this happen?  What does it mean that “in its time, I will do this 

swiftly?”  See Matthew 24:36-41 and Romans 11:25b. 
 When = in its time when God the Father has planned it 

o God is waiting for the full number of Gentiles to come 
o That is you and me, aren’t you glad He waited 

 Swiftly = end time events in rapid succession.  Once it starts it continues rapidly 
11. Are you a believer in Jesus?  If so, what is your future glory?  See Romans 8:18-39. 

 Future Glory will be revealed, some is still a mystery to us 
 We eagerly wait for adoption as sons and redemption of bodies 
 God has justified us, is sanctifying us, and will glorify us in a new heavenly body 
 If you are chosen in Christ, no one can take you away (John 10:28-29) 
 No one or nothing can separate us from the Love of God 
 Pre Mill, pre trib view of end times for believers 

o Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13-19) 
o Jesus prepares a room in heaven (John 14:1-6) 
o Judgement Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10) 
o Wedding supper of Lamb (Revelation 19:6-9) 
o Observing Jesus second coming (Revelation (19:11-16) 
o Reign in the Millennial Kingdom (Revelation 20:1-6) 
o New heaven and new Earth (Revelation 21:1-5) 

Lesson:  God’s everlasting Glory is promised to believers in Jesus. 
 
Challenge:  How will you share God’s Glory and promises with others while there 
is still time? 
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Last time we saw God’s Glory as it will be in the future.  In three divisions we saw 
God’s Radiant Glory, God’s Transforming Glory, and God’s Everlasting Glory.  In 
this lesson we will see God’s Favor and Judgment.  In four divisions we will see the 
Savior is Sent, Transformation is Total, Judgment is Just, and Prayer is Powerful. 
 
Savior is Sent 
Read Isaiah 61. 
1. Who is talking?  See Luke 4:14-21.  What work will that person be doing? 

 It seems confusing in Isaiah, notice that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are in verse 
1 

 But when you read Luke, Jesus says it’s me, I am the anointed one by the Father 
(Matthew 3:13-17) where Jesus is Baptized and a voice from heaven says this is 
my son with whom I am well pleased.  That is certainly an anointing 

 Work 
o Preach good news to poor 
o Bind up the broken hearted 
o Proclaim freedom from captives 
o Release darkness for prisoners 
o Proclaim year of Lord’s favor 
o See Matthew 5:3-10 

2. In Luke 4, why does Jesus stop reading Isaiah just before “and the day of 
vengeance of our God?” 
 Isaiah’s prophecy is correct but did not specifically reveal the two comings of 

Jesus 
 Jesus came the first time to institute the day of Lord’s Favor or the time of grace 

in which we are living know.  The time of the church age or when full number of 
gentiles are coming in 

 As we know from Matthew 24 and Revelation, there is a time of vengeance to 
come during the tribulation, just before Jesus comes back for final judgment 

 Some say that the time frame between the “and” is a long period of time and at 
least 2000 years 

3. What are the promises made to Zion in verses 3b-9?  Have those promises been 
fulfilled? 
 A crown of beauty, oil of gladness, garment of praise 
 A planting for the display of His splendor 
 Rebuild ancient ruins, restore ruined cities 
 Aliens shepherd flocks and work fields (Gentiles) 
 Called priests of Lord, ministers of God (1 Peter 2:9-10) 
 Will be rich from the nations 
 Rejoice in their inheritance, double portion of land 
 Everlasting joy 
 Lord loves justice and will reward them 
 All will see that they are blessed by the Lord 
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 Fulfillment 
o This could partially have been fulfilled when the Jews came back after 

exile 
o But it seems to point to the Millennial Kingdom yet to come and in our 

future 
4. How does Isaiah offer praise to the Lord?  How do you offer praise to the Lord?  See 

Philippians 1:6. 
 Delights and rejoices in God 
 Saved me and given me righteousness 
 He justified me then continues to work for my good until that work is completed 
 He wins in the end (11b) 

Lesson:  God will fulfill His promises and finish His work. 
 
Transformation is Total 
Read Isaiah 62. 
5. God is promising Zion a new name?  What do you think that means and when will 

that occur?  See Zechariah 14. 
 What does it mean? 

o The new name implies righteousness and salvation 
o A total transformation 
o God does it and they don’t do it themselves 
o Similar to a marriage 
o God takes delight in Israel 

 When? 
o During Millennial kingdom 
o Notice how this keeps coming up 
o Certainly has not happened yet 

6. In the meantime, God has posted watchmen over Jerusalem.  Who are the 
watchmen and what do you think that means for Zion? 
 Who 

o They are ones that call on the Lord (7) 
o They get no rest until God makes Jerusalem the praise of the earth 
o Seem to be protectors of Israel 
o Prepare the way and build up the highway, get things out of the way 
o Raise a banner for nations (Is Jesus the banner) 
o Could be angels, perhaps arch angel Michael, the protector of Israel, See 

Daniel 12:1-3. 
o Could be the US for regathering Israel and protecting Israel 
o Could be missionaries or other godly individuals 

 Means what 
o God has watched over and protected Israel from the beginning 
o He will continue to do so 
o Even though people like Iran want to wipe them out 
o Israel’s enemies surround them and yet Israel is still there 
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o Today we see God’s protection of them 
o End times is all about Israel 
o Those that curse Israel will be cursed, those that bless Israel will be 

blessed 
o They will be called holy people redeemed by the Lord 

7. How can you be a watchman over people around you?  See Ephesians 2:8-10. 
 First and foremost, “call on the Lord”  
 Then give yourself no rest, be diligent and do the work God prepared in advance 

for you to do. 
 Proclaim the gospel to the ends of the earth (Matthew 24:14) 

Lesson:  As a believer, God has given you a total transformation.  You are a new 
creation, just as Israel will be. 
 
Judgment is Just 
Read Isaiah 63:1-6. 
8. Who is coming “speaking in righteousness, mighty to save?”  See Revelation 19:11-

16. 
 Revelation goes right along with Isaiah 
 The second coming of Jesus 
 Notice coming in justice 
 Wearing many crowns 
 Out of His mouth (speaking) 
 Winepress of His fury of the wrath of God Almighty 
 Isaiah says He will trample the nations and certainly does that during Tribulation 

and when He comes in Revelation 19 
9. What do you think about God’s judgment and wrath?  See Romans 3:21-26. 

 Not a pleasant topic 
 But true 
 It is right and just, holy and good 
 Punishment for sin and for rejection of Himself 
 It is tied to His promise of redemption 
 None of the promises of chapter 62 are possible without the final judgment of sin 
 From Romans, God demonstrated His justice by casting my sins on Jesus 

Lesson:  God’s determination to judge sin and His promise to redeem people 
cannot be separated. 
 
Prayer is Powerful 
Read Isaiah 63:7-64:12. 
10.  How does Isaiah praise God to the people of Israel in verses 63:7-14? 

 He reminds them of everything good that God has done for them 
 God is compassionate and kind 
 God is distressed when Israel is distressed and when the rebelled 

o Notice that the angel of His presence saved them 
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 Pre-incarnate Jesus in burning bush, commander of Lords army, 
with Gideon, etc 

o During the time in the desert with Moses 
 Golden calf 
 Quail vs. manna 
 Snakes 

o During the time of judges 
 God raised up judges to save them 
 But at end of judges everyone did as they saw fit = rebellion 

 But during these time God guided His people in order to make His name glorious 
(14) 

11.  On the basis of God’s past acts, how does Isaiah appeal in prayer to God beginning 
in verse 63:15? 
 Look down us from your throne = submission to the power of God (15) 
 You are Father and redeemer from old (16) 
 Return for the sake of your servants, even though we have hard hearts (17) 
 Talks about the exile and you have not yet rooted out Israel’s enemies (18-19) 
 Hurry and come down from heaven and make your name known to enemies 

(65:1-3) 
 You help those that do right, but we continued to sin; how can we be saved (4-5) 
 All of us have sinned and righteous acts like filthy rags (6) (Romans 3:23) 
 But you are our Father, you made us, forgive our sins and don’t keep silent (12) 
 Total prayer of humility and need for God 

12. When have you humbled yourself before God and confessed your sins?  What was 
the result? 
 First time I trusted Jesus for saving me 
 Daily sins are confessed 
 God saves sinners and He saved a wretch like me 

Lesson:  God allows Himself to be overcome by a prayer of humble submission 
and confession to Him. 
 
Challenge:  How will you encourage others to receive God’s favor rather than 
judgment. 
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Last time we studied God’s Favor and Judgment.  In four divisions we saw the Savior 
is Sent, Transformation is Total, Judgment is Just, and Prayer is Powerful.  
Remember Isaiah’s prayer (Isaiah 63:7-64:12).  Now Let’s see the answer to Isaiah’s 
prayer with God’s Final Words of Final Reward and Judgement, the Final Chapter 
of History, and then the Final Separation of People. 
 
Final Reward and Judgment 
Read Isaiah 65:1-16. 
1. Isaiah’s prayer asks God to “come down to us”, “Intervene on our behalf”, and “How 

long will we have to wait for you?”  How does God answer in verses 1-7?  See 
Romans 10:14-21. 
 God revealed Himself for those that did not ask (1a) 
 I was found by those that didn’t seek me 

o Notice in Romans 10 Paul talks about missionaries reaching out to people 
with good news 

o These are Gentiles and not Jews God is mentioning in verse 1a. 
o Even today God reveals Himself to untaught people in dreams 
o God sent Jesus to reveal Himself to us (Luke 19:10) 

 But in verse 1b-2, God answers about the nation of Israel 
o Here I am, here I am; He answers twice for emphasis 
o All day long I have held out my hand to an obstinate people 
o People who walk in the ways not good 
o People who pursue their own imaginations 

 Then he mentions idol worship (3-7) 
o Provoke me by offering sacrifices not at the temple 
o Consult the dead 
o Eat unclean food 
o Push God aside 
o These people are smoke in my nostrils and they will be paid back in full as 

they did idol worship 
o What idols do you have in your life? 

2. After calling the nation of Israel “smoke in my nostrils” and “will measure into their 
laps the full payment of their former deeds”, what does God say in verses 8-12?  
What do you learn about God?  See Jeremiah 31:7-8. 
 God will bring forth Jews to possess His mountain 
 His chosen people will inherit them and where His servants will live (9) 
 Notice He calls them His servants who are people that believe Him 
 However, those that forsake the Lord will be slaughtered (they worshipped other 

Gods named Fortune and Destiny) because God spoke them but they didn’t 
listen; they do evil in His sight (11-12) 

 What do we learn from that? 
o God always preserves a remnant of Israel 
o During the exile He did 
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o After 70AD Jews were scattered and then returned almost 2000 years 
later in 1946 

o God protects tiny Israel, even though they are surrounded by powerful 
neighbors who want to totally destroy them (Iran) 

3. Who are the two groups of people the Lord is talking about in verses 13-16?  What is 
the stark contrast for their future? 
 “You” are the people that he just mentioned that forsake the Lord 
 His servants are the remnant or believers who God gives them another name 

while “you” will be put death 
 Read the contrast which is almost a description of heaven and hell perhaps (See 

Matthew 25:31-46) 
4. How do you interpret verse 16?  See Jeremiah 31:34.  How does that apply to you? 

 Jeremiah 31 entire chapter is all about Lord’s redemption for the Jews and goes 
right along with Isaiah 

 Sins are forgiven 
 Isaiah’s them is one of the Lord as Redeemer 
 I don’t believe God forgets or fails to remember, but from our point of view it is as 

if He does because our sins are imputed onto Jesus or Redeemer 
Lesson:  God’s message is reward for believers and judgment for unbelievers.  
Wages of sin is death, but gift of God is eternal life. 
 
Final Chapter of History 
Read Isaiah 65:17-25 and Revelation 20:1-21:4. 
5. Isaiah mentions death in verse 20, while Revelation 21:4 says there is no death.  

How do you reconcile these apparent conflicting versus? 
 Isaiah 65:17 may be referring to the eternal state where there is no death as 

described in Revelation 4. 
o Revelation is different than this earth.  Notice that there is no sea 

 Notice in Isaiah 65:18-25, appears to refer to the Millennial Kingdom in 
Revelation 20 

 Some will take the Pre-millennial view which states 
o After the tribulation Jesus comes to defeat His enemies Revelation 19 
o Then for 1,000 people who are left alive are ruled with Jesus in a newly 

created heavens and earth. 
o It is a more perfect kingdom because Satan is bound for 1000 year 
o The physical earth is repopulated with children 
o Men are still sinful and have longer lives buy live longer 
o Until then end when Satan is let loose for a short time then thrown into the 

lake of fire 
o Finally, there is a day of judgement at the Great White Throne where 

unbelievers are throne into the lake of fire 
o Once judgment occurs, then the New Jerusalem comes down from 

heaven, where there is no death or mourning 
 Others have a different view of end times so may not agree with this 
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 The main point is God will recreate and restore the conditions of His original 
paradise in the Garden of Eden  

 Isaiah saw this but His prophecy was telescoped into the Millennial Kingdom as 
well as the final eternal kingdom.   

o This much like his prophecy in chapter 61:2 
o Proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor (Jesus’ first coming) 
o Then thousands of years later, the day of vengeance during Jesus’ 

second coming 
 Again, the main point this is all God’s creation and not anything to do with man’s 

works or creative acts to change the climate 
6. Describe what the new heaven and earth will be like. 

 Infants will survive, no mis-carriages or infant deaths 
 People will live out their full life as God re-populates the earth 
 People will build houses and live in them and grow their own food 
 They won’t toil in vain so will be productive 
 They won’t bear children doomed to destruction 
 They will be blessed by the Lord who will be answered by God before they call 
 Animals will be at peace with each other and become vegetarians 
 Serpent will eat dust (may refer to Satan being bound) 
 No harm or destruction on all God’s holy mountain 

7. What roll do you think Gentile believers will play in this time? 
 Could be not involved 
 Some would say believers will have been raptured before this with new bodies 

o Will come back with Jesus in Revelation 19 as part of His armies 
o Zechariah 14:6 
o Will play a role in the Millennial Kingdom for 1,000 years 
o Then after that the New Heaven and earth come down with no sea 

(Revelation 21) for the totally internal Kingdom 
 Some might not know, but just trust God that it will all work out 
 Let’s read on in chapter 26 

Lesson:  God will create a new heaven and new earth with Jesus ruling from 
Jerusalem. 
 
Final Separation of People 
Read Isaiah 66:1-24. 
8. What do you learn about God from the fact that Heaven is His throne and the earth 

His footstool? 
 God made the earth 
 He doesn’t dwell on the earth, but Holy Spirit indwells in believers 
 We cannot put God in a compartment 
 God is omnipresent 

9. Who does the Lord esteem?  With whom is the Lord displeased and put to shame?  
How does the Lord view you? 
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 Esteem 
o Humble in an inner quality and not an outward affect 

 Those who are humble are willing to take the lowest place before 
God and for God 

 But sometimes God places a humble person in a high earthly place 
(Moses for example) 

o Contrite Spirit 
 A person has been taken down by the recognition of sin 
 Not just a sense of sin but an understanding of the damage 

wrought by sin in one’s own personality 
 Understanding of utter helplessness in pleasing God on your own 

(without Jesus) 
o One who trembles at His Word (5) 

 Recognizes the Words authority 
 Also, obedience to His Word 

 Displeased 
o People going through the motions of worship (3-4) 
o Those in the church that hate and exclude faithful believers (5) 

 They think they have a new revelation 
 They believe they are kind to people by compromising His word 
 Accommodate alternate theologies that have no foundation in 

God’s Word 
 Look how kind and gracious we are 
 They choose what displeases God 

10. How do you interpret verses 7-14?  How do you interpret verses 15-16? 
 7-14 

o Before Zion goes into labor and is re-born she delivers a son (Jesus) 
o That is before the time of birth pangs (Matthew 24:4-8) 
o But the nation cannot be re-born in a day 
o And yet, after the time of travail Israel will bring forth children (8) 
o First birth is Jesus about 2000 years ago 
o Second birth is the re-birth of Israel which will occur after the Tribulation 

and before the Millennial Kingdom 
o Some people see the birth of Israel is a partial fulfillment in May 14, 1948, 

but not sure that is what Isaiah is talking about 
o Israel will be born on the day they see Jesus descend from Heaven and 

receive Him as Lord and Savior (Zechariah 14 and Romans 11:25-29) 
o Nothing will stop God from accomplishing this (9) 
o It will bring great joy (12) 

 Peace like a river  
 Wealth of nations streaming in as tribute to God 
 God’s personal comfort (13) 
 New knowledge of God (14) 

 15-16 
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o Those who reject Him 
 He is coming with fire and chariots like whirl wind 
 Anger and fury, with flames of fire 
 Execute judgment upon all men and many of those slain by the 

Lord (Revelation 19) 
11. Notice that the language now changes to prose.  How do you interpret verses 17-

21? 
 Unbelievers meet their end (17) 
 God is about to come and gather all nations so they will see God’s glory (18) 
 God will send out surviving missionaries to the 4 compass points from Israel to 

proclaim God’s Glory and bring Gentiles to the Lord as an offering.  Some will be 
chosen to be priests and the grafting in of the Gentiles (18-19) 

12.  What do you learn from verses 22-24?  Are you happy with Isaiah’s ending? 
 The Millennial Kingdom endures before God 
 Everyone will come to bow down before God 
 They will look at the dead that rebelled against God 
 Seems to be a reference to eternal damnation?? 
 This is not a pleasant ending, but read Revelation 21:14-15 which is a similar 

ending 
Lesson:  God rewards believers and condemns unbelievers. 
Whoever believes in Him is not condemned but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and 
only Son. (John 3:18). 
 
Challenge:  How will you have a humble and contrite spirit and tremble at God’s 
Word each day of the rest of your life? 
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