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Lesson 1
Better than the Prophets
Introduction
Author
The author of Hebrews is unknown but until 1600AD it was thought to have been written
by Paul. After that date it was recognized that Paul could not have been the writer.
Paul usually identified himself in his many letters. Also, Hebrews 2:3 shows that the
writer had not been with Jesus or received a special revelation as Paul did.
Candidates for authorship include Barnabas who is mentioned by Tertullian in 200AD
making reference to an epistle to the Hebrews under the name of Barnabas. Barnabas
was a friend of Paul who was Jew from the tribe of Levi (Acts 4:36) and who went on a
missionary journey with Paul (Acts 13:1-4). Later Paul and Barnabas had a sharp
disagreement concerning the second missionary trip (Acts 15:36-40). Another
candidate is Apollos, who “was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the
Scriptures.” (Acts 18:24). Apollos was with Paul in Corinth according to 1 Corinthians
1:12.
Whoever the author was, it is apparent that he knew the Greek language very well and
was familiar with the Greek translation of the Old Testament of the day. The Old
Testament scripture is frequently quoted. Ultimately, we will have to wait until heaven to
meet the author of Hebrews. However, since the scripture is “God breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16),
Hebrews is a valuable book for us to understand today.
Use of the Old Testament
The author primarily quotes the Pentateuch and Psalms and little of the Prophets. But
as he quotes the Old Testament he generally neglects to mention the human author
while attributing the passage to God. You can see this in Hebrews 4:3. However, he
uncharacteristically mentions David in Hebrews 4:7.
Furthermore, the author sees the Old Testament pointing ahead to Jesus Christ and
Jesus fulfilling the Old Testament. This is especially exciting to see in Luke 24, when
the two on the road to Emmaus walked with Jesus who “opened the Scriptures to us.”
Also, in Luke 24 with the disciples, Jesus “opened their minds so they could understand
the Scriptures.” Therefore, the Old Testament only begins the revelation of Jesus
Christ, and His first appearance as a human fulfills the Old Testament. Hebrews is an
excellent book that helps to bridge the Old Testament to the New Testament and shows
that the whole Bible is a story about Jesus Christ. As you know, the Pre-incarnate
Jesus appears many times in the Old Testament. We saw Him appear in Daniel last
quarter in the fiery furnace (Daniel 3).
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Date
Scholars agree that the date of writing is prior to 70AD which is prior to the destruction
of the Jewish temple. Such an important event, prophesied by Daniel, would certainly
have been mentioned somewhere in Hebrews, scholars believe. Furthermore, the
author uses the Greek present tense when he speaks of the temple and priestly
activities. This shows that the temple sacrifices were still going on at the time of writing.
Recipients
The letter seems to be addressed to Jewish Christians who knew the Old Testament,
but were perhaps being tempted back to Judaism. Some say that the recipients were “a
large number of priests [who] became obedient to the faith.” (Acts 6:7)
Literary Form
Hebrews is not like other letters of the New Testament in that it is not specifically
addressed to a group of people as Paul does in his letters. However, the author does
close with a letter-like salutation in Hebrews 13:22-25. But there are indications that the
writer intends the letter for a specific group of people.
 Challenges them to be teachers (5:12)
 Looks forward to visiting them (13:19,23)
 Has good opinion of them (6:9)
 Asks for their prayers (13:8)
 Gives news of mutual friend Timothy (13:23)
 Recalls earlier days (10:32, 12:4)
 Commends their generosity to other believers (6:10)
 Knows their present attitude toward their leaders (13:7)
Theme
The main theme of Hebrews is the supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ.


We will see in Hebrews 1-6, Jesus is presented as better than the prophets,
angels, Moses and Aaron.



In Hebrews 7-10, Jesus is a better sacrifice than the Old Testament priests,
covenant, temple and sacrificial system.



But while presenting Jesus as “better”, Hebrews 11-13 gives practical
applications and exhortations (urgent advice) not only to the recipients of the day,
but also to us. These exhortations are sprinkled throughout Hebrews. Some see
this urgent advice as warning about losing one’s salvation when the writer talks
about “drifting away” (2:1); “turns away” (3:12); “fall away” (6:5); “deliberately
keep on sinning” (10:26); and “refuse Him” (12:25). Others see these warnings
as urgent advice for eternally saved believers.
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Jesus is better than the Prophets
Read Hebrews 1:1-3
1. In what “various ways” did God speak to people prior to Jesus’ first coming?
 Direct revelation, when no scripture was written
o Spoke directly to Adam in Genesis 2 during creation
o Spoke directly to Adam and Eve when they were cursed for sin
o Abram = Genesis 12:7
o Abraham = Isaac’s sacrifice Genesis 22:12, Angel of the Lord calls out
from heaven. Also Genesis 22:15-18 Angel of the Lord
o Jacob wrestles with God = Genesis 32:22-32
o Moses and burning bush = Exodus 3:2
o Pillar of cloud = Exodus
o God dwelled in Tent of Meeting = Exodus 40:34-35
o Joshua and commander of Lord’s army Joshua 5:13-15
 Dreams and visions, little or no scripture
o Abraham = Genesis 15:1-6
o Jacob’s dream of the ladder = Genesis 28:10-15
o Pharaoh’s dreams interpreted by Joseph = Genesis 41
o Daniel’s dreams = Daniel 2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10-12
 The Law
o 10 commandments = Exodus 20
o Levitical Law = Leviticus
 Prophets
o Isaiah
o Jeremiah 25 and Daniel
o Daniel
2. What does the writer mean by “last days?” See Daniel 9:24-27, Luke 21:24, Acts
2:17 and 1 Peter 1:20.
 Last days = after coming of Jesus and before Jesus’ second coming
 Daniel
o At 69 sevens Jesus comes and is cut off, crucified
o 1 seven is the beginning of tribulation
o Appears to be a time of gentiles (Luke) before tribulation
 Luke
o Time of gentiles must be fulfilled according Jesus
o The Daniel’s 70th week can commence, but no one knows the hour or the
day
 Acts = Peter quotes Isaiah
 We are living in the last days
3. How has God spoken to the world in the last days? How has He spoken to
Christians?
 World
o Through Jesus Christ (2a)
o Through the New Testament including Hebrews
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4.

5.

6.
7.

o Christians sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ
o Visions and dreams still = Acts 2:17 quotes from Joel 2:28-32
 Christians
o Jesus who left to give us Holy Spirit
o Bible
Since “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” until now, God has
progressively revealed Himself. Who is the culmination of that revelation?
 Jesus Christ first coming
 Faith
o Sure of what we hope for = Jesus Christ coming for us to be with him for
eternity
o Certain of what we do not see = God the Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit.
How is God’s Son, Jesus, described? What do those descriptions mean to you?
 God appointed Him heir of all things = Jesus is in charge (Sovereign)
 Through Jesus, He made the universe = Jesus is the creator (Col 1:16) (Creator)
 Jesus is radiance of God’s Glory = we see God’s glory in Jesus (Glory)
 Jesus is exact representation of God =
o Jesus is God John 1:1,
o John 10:30 = I and Father are one
o Is God John 8:58 = before Abraham, I am.
 Jesus sustains all things = they don’t hold together themselves (Col 1:17)
o Holds things together by His word
o That word will never pass away, even though the earth will (Matthew
24:35)
o Jesus didn’t just wind the world up and let it go, He controls it
 Provided purification for sins = Savior, forgiver of sins for those who trust Him
 Sat down at right hand of God the Father = John 10:30, I and the Father are one.
How do you compare Jesus to the Old Testament Prophets?
 He is better
How have these few verses changed your thinking about Jesus?
 Personal

Lesson: Jesus, representing God, is the glorious, sovereign creator and
sustainer and after providing salvation for us, sat down at the right hand of God.
Challenge: For what will you thank Jesus this week?
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Note: Angels are important to the Jewish religion because they assisted in giving the
law according to Deuteronomy 33:2-4, Psalm 68:17, Acts 7:53 and Galatians 3:19.
Ultimately, the writer of Hebrews is going to prove that Jesus is superior to the Law of
Moses. Therefore, he needs to deal with angels first as they assisted in giving the Law.
Jesus’ Superiority to Angels
Read Hebrews 1:4-14
1. What is the significance of Jesus being named God’s Son?
 No angel ever received that name
o Job 1:6, 2:1 they are called sons of God collectively (new King James)
o No angel is ever singled out as God’s son
 John 3:16 says one and only son
 Luke 1:35 “power of most high will overshadow you” when speaking to Mary as
she was a virgin
 Jesus is God’s only son and is firstborn into the world
 Son also means heir and Jesus is the heir of all creation and above the angels
who are not heirs to creation.
2. Jesus is firstborn and God tells all of His angels to worship Jesus. In what sense is
Jesus “firstborn?” See Colossians 1:15-18.
 First born over all creation before the world began
 He is before all things
 First born of God = John 3:16
 First born from the dead = resurrection
o Read Romans 1:3-4, Acts 13:33
o Jesus is God, humbled himself as a man, suffered death and rose again
3. According to these verses, what is the role of angels? See Matthew 4:11 (after
temptation) and Luke 22:43 (Mt. of Olives before cross)
 They are spirits called to serve (7)
 Ministering spirits serving those who will inherit salvation (14)
o The minister to us
o Psalm 91:11 = they “guard you in all your ways”
o This must be in addition to Holy Spirit
o Believers have a lot going for them = lots of help
4. How is God’s Son different than the angels?
 He has a throne that lasts forever (8) = He is sovereign over the angels and
creation = sovereign
 He is righteous (8) and so are angels though = Righteous
 God has set Jesus above companions (angels) (9)
 In the beginning He laid foundations of earth and heaven (10) = creator
 Earth and heavens will perish and wear out but “you will remain”, “years never
end” (11-12) = eternal
 Jesus will (is) sitting at God’s right hand until I make enemies a footstool. Psalm
110:1 = judge
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o Jesus quotes this in Mark 12:36 and Matthew 22:44
 Jesus is to be worshipped, angels are not (Col 2:18, Rev 19:10)
5. Is Jesus God’s Son or is He God Himself? See Philippians 2:5-11 and John 1:1, 14;
John 8:58.
 Both
 Sits at the right hand of God
 Jesus is Lord and is to be worshipped
 Confusing for us. “Did not consider equality with God something to be grasped”
(Phil)
Lesson: As God, Jesus came to earth as God’s Son and angels serve God.
Jesus’ Salvation
Read Hebrews 2:1-4, John 10:25-30 and Luke 15:3-7.
6. What is the message spoken by angels?
 Law of Moses = ten commandments
 It was binding and disobedience receives punishment
7. What is the “great salvation?”
 Gospel announced by Jesus Christ
 Confirmed by apostles who heard him, and others maybe
 God testified to that salvation by
o Signs
o Wonders
o Miracles
o Gifts of HS distributed at His will
8. Have you ever drifted away from what you have heard? Explain.
 Personal
 We can drift away and grieve HS
 But we can be brought back
 Does not mean that we lose our salvation
 Drift away from prayer and Bible study by getting too busy
 Drift away from church because we don’t like the service
 Perhaps a spouse causes us to drift away by discouraging us – I did that.
Lesson: Believers must listen and obey God’s Word.
Jesus’ Humanity
Read Hebrews 2:5-18
Note: Hebrews 2:5-18 gives excellent reasons why Jesus is still superior to angels
even though he was made “a little lower than the angels” or became human. In fact His
humanity was not a mark of inferiority, but rather showed His superiority. Also, as you
read Hebrews 2:6-8 (Psalm 8:4-6), understand that the term “son of man” is referring to
humans and not to the Messianic title, “Son of Man” that Jesus gave Himself in the New
Testament.

Hebrews
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1)

Lesson 2
Better than the Angels
9. From Hebrews 2:5-9, how does Jesus’ humanity cause man to regain his lost
dominion? See Revelation 20:4-6.
 Reminds me of John Milton’s Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained.
 God created man as good and gave him dominion over the earth from Psalm 8
and vs. 8b
 But at the moment man has lost dominion because of sin (the fall) so things are
not all subject to man. Satan is the prince of this world (8c)
 But Jesus came as a man (lower than angels), suffered death, but is now
crowned with glory. He sits at God’s right hand (now).
 When Jesus returns, he will set up the millennial kingdom where men will regain
dominion over the earth for 1,000 years.
 Psalm 8 prophecy is yet to be fulfilled.
10. From Hebrews 2:10-13, how does Jesus’ humanity bring many sons to glory? See
Romans 8:30.
 Jesus came to earth as a man
 He suffered and died, then rose again in glory
 Those who believe in Him are made holy and are saved
o They are in the same family as Jesus and called brothers
o Jesus’ glory is transferred to those being made glory
o Have you been brought to glory?
11. From Hebrews 2:14-16, how does Jesus’ humanity conquer death and Satan? See
1 Corinthians 15:50-57.
 Jesus became flesh and blood
 By His death and resurrection, He freed men from the power of death
 Jesus is not helping angels but is helping men. Angels do not need to be
justified or redeemed.
12. From Hebrews 2:17-18, how does Jesus’ humanity allow Him to be a sympathetic
High Priest? See Hebrews 4:14-16.
 He can understand our suffering
 He suffered and was tempted as we are (Matthew 4)
o Temptation of flesh = food
o Temptation of power = pride of ourselves
o Temptation of riches = money
Lesson: Jesus is superior to angels despite His humanity.
Challenge: How has Jesus’ humanity, yet superiority to angels affected you?
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Jesus: Greater than Moses
Read Hebrews 3:1-6
1. Notice that the writer addresses believers in Jesus. What instruction does he give
them? See Hebrews 12:2.
 Fix your thoughts on Jesus
 Jesus is apostle and high priest whom we confess
o High priest will be discussed next week = better than Aaron
o Apostle means one who is sent
2. How was Moses faithful in God’s house? See Exodus 25:1-8. Then skim Exodus
25-31 for the details.
 Moses followed God’s instructions as a servant to build the house
 Very specific instructions for the Tabernacle as well as the articles inside
o Ark
o Table
o Lampstand
o Tabernacle
o Alter
o Courtyard
o Oil for lampstand
o Priestly garments
o Consecration of priests
o Sabbath
 Moses was faithful and testified to what would be said in future = WORD of
JESUS = John 1:1-14.
3. How is Jesus different than Moses?
 God’s Son faithful over God’s house
 He is worthy of greater honor just as builder of house has greater honor than the
house
 Jesus built God’s house. God builds everything. Jesus is God. Jesus built the
house.
 We are God’s house and Jesus is over us
 Moses was just part of the household
 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 talks about the body of Christ which is the same concept
4. As God’s house, how do you fix your thoughts on Jesus and hold onto courage and
hope?
 Personal
 Stay in word
 Keep a relationship with Him daily
Lesson: Jesus is Lord over believers whom He built.
Unbelievers: Rebellion Against God
Read Hebrews 3:7-19 and Numbers 20:1-13
5. Briefly describe what happened to the Israelites in Numbers 20:1-13.
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Arrived at Desert of Zin and there was no water and people opposed Moses and
Aaron quarrelling with him
 People wanted to go back to Egypt
 Moses and Aaron go to tent of meeting and prayed
 God told Moses to Speak to the rock and water will pour out
 Moses took rebels to the rock, struck it twice with the staff and water gushed out
and community and livestock drank
 Lord judged Moses for not honoring Him about the water coming out at Meribah
mentioned in Psalm
6. What encouragement is given in this passage of Hebrews?
 Encourage one another, DAILY = prayer chain
 Do this in Today’s environment
 We share in Christ
 Need to share in Christ until the end = keep growing in your faith
 Encourage each other each day
 Church and community is important. Can’t just go away to yourself. God created
us to be in community as one body (1 Corinthians 12:12-31)
7. What warning is given? See Matthew 13:24-30.
 Those in the desert saw the signs but did not believe
 They were not allowed to enter the promise land of Canaan, including Moses.
o Canaan is a foreshadow of heaven for believers
o We need faith in Jesus to enter heaven
 Faith is very important: Joshua and Caleb had faith and were allowed to enter
the land
 Unbelievers died in the desert = unbelievers die in their sins Today
 There are unbelievers sown among us (Matthew 13:24-30)
8. Have you rebelled against God? If so, what action did you take? See 1 John 1:9.
 Personal
 I rebel daily and need to confess daily
 It would be good to repent and turn from sin as I become sanctified.
Lesson: Faith in God’s promise is rewarded and rebellion is not.
Believers: Promised Rest
Read Hebrews 4:1-13 and Matthew 13:18-23.
9. Remember that the audience of Hebrews are Jews who had heard the gospel of
Jesus Christ. What types of people does Hebrews describe and how do they
compare to people that Jesus described in Matthew 13:18-23?
 Fallen short (1) = Seed on rocky soil
 Message was of no value to them because it was not combined with faith =
received it with joy but burned out because they had no “root” (faith).
o We will talk more about faith in Chapter 11:1 key verse.
 They shall never enter my rest (5) = 1st and 2nd group in Matthew
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 Some will enter that rest = group 4 in Matthew = fruitful
 Did not go in because of their disobedience (6, 11) = Matthew group 1
10. What is God’s rest? Do you have faith in that rest? See John 14:1-6 and Revelation
21:1-5.
 There remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God (9)
 Promise remains for us
 Can you have rest on earth today with the indwelling spirit?
 Personal
 Philippians 1:21.
11. Describe the “word of God.” How is it important to you?
 Not necessarily the “Word” as described in John 1.
 Living = there is always something new to learn from it no matter how many
times you read it
 Active = It is relevant for Today
 Sharper than double edged sword
o Not the thought that divides
o But it penetrates our soul and spirit
 Judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart
 Important to me
o Instructions on how to live = conviction against sin.
 Love my neighbor
o Let’s me know who God is
 Love God and worship Him
 Tells me what the future is for me = God’s rest
12. How does Hebrews 4:13 affect your actions in the future?
 Nothing is hidden from God = NOTHING
 EVERYTHING is laid bare
 We must give an account
o Judgment seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10) for believers = enter God’s
rest
o Great White Throne (Revelation 20:11-15) for unbelievers = don’t enter
God’s rest
 We need to be obedient to His word
Lesson: Knowing Jesus as described in God’s Word provides rest for believers.
Challenge: How will you obey Lord Jesus rather than your own rebellious heart
this week?
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Note: The writer of Hebrews is writing to Jewish Christians who would go to Jerusalem
and see the vivid temple sacrifices. Remember that Hebrews was written prior to 70AD
when the temple was destroyed by the Romans and the animal sacrifices ended. This
fact makes Hebrews a great transition from the Old Testament to the New Testament.
Great High Priest Jesus
Read Hebrews 4:14-16
1. Why must the readers of Hebrews “hold firmly to the faith they possess?”
 GREAT high priest
o Separate from the Levitical priests of the Old Testament
o There was the line of high priests (one only at a time)
o But Jesus is the GREAT high priest
 Jesus has gone through the heavens
o Came from heaven = John 1
o Returned to heaven = Acts 1:10-11
o Sits at the right hand of God = 1 Peter 3:22
 Jesus can sympathize with us sinners
o Jesus tempted in every way
 He suffered and was tempted as we are (Matthew 4:1-11)
o Temptation of flesh = food
o Temptation of power = pride of ourselves
o Temptation of riches = money
 Jesus was without sin = perfect sacrifice acceptable to God
2. Explain the “throne of grace.” See Mark 2:8-11 and 1 John 1:9.
 Jesus was given authority on earth to forgive sins
 The high priest like Aaron did not have that authority
 Jesus can meet out grace and has that power and authority
 Jesus is sitting at the right hand of God
3. Define mercy and grace.
 Mercy = God does not give us what we do deserve
o Wages of sin is death
o Believers have eternal life
 Grace = God does give us what we do not deserve
o Eternal life
o Forgiveness
o Sins are forgotten
4. Are you able to approach the throne of grace with confidence? Explain.
 Personal
 Some people are unsure and think they are not good enough
 Muslims believe your good deeds must outweigh your bad deeds.
Lesson: Jesus Christ has authority to forgive sins.
Priests Like Aaron
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Read Hebrews 5:1-4 and Leviticus 16
5. According to Leviticus 16, what was the role of the high priest?
 Perform the service of the Day of Atonement.
 Only high priest could do this
 Aaron was the first in a long line of high priests
 Very detailed service
 Aaron had to “offer a bull for his own sin offering to make atonement for himself
and his household” (Leviticus 16:6).
 “Atonement is to be made once a year for all the sins of Israel” (Leviticus 16:34).
6. How does Hebrews 5:1-4 describe the high priest?
 Selected among men
 Appointed to represent them (men) in matters related to God.
 Offer gifts and sacrifices for sins of men
 Able to deal gently with those going astray sinners since the high priest is subject
to sin
 He must offer sacrifices for his own sins as well as all the people = scapegoat
 He doesn’t take this honor himself
 Must be called by God like Aaron was
Lesson: Levitical priests foreshadow Jesus as the Great High Priest.
Priest Forever
Read Hebrews 5:5-11
7. Jesus is anointed as Prophet (John 6:14) and as King (John 12:13). Hebrews is the
only book where Jesus is anointed as Priest. What are Jesus’ qualifications to be
Priest? See Hebrews 6:20, 9:11-14, and 9:23-28.
 Christ did not take it upon Himself, God appointed Him = like God appointed
Aaron
 Also shows that God appointed Him in Psalm 2:7 and 110:4 = like Aaron
 Priest forever in order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110:4) = not like Levitical priests
who were not Forever.
 Offered prayers and petitions to God = one who could save Him from death
 Submitted to God = like Aaron submitted to all of the rules
 Designated by God as High Priest
 Jesus went before us on our behalf (6:20)
 Jesus entered a better tabernacle not by blood of goats but by His own blood =
Not like Aaron
 Jesus appeared for us in God’s presence (9:25)
 Jesus only sacrificed once and for all (9:26)
8. Genesis 14:18-20 and Hebrews 7:1-10 give clues about the mysterious character
Melchizedek and we will study him later. What is the key point about comparing
Jesus’ priesthood to Melchizedek?
 Priest forever = Jesus is eternal
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9. Are you able to think of times when Jesus offered up prayers and petitions? Give
the scripture reference if you can.
 At Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-44) Jesus wanted the cup to pass, but if it was
God’s will, then so be it.
 At Gethsemane prayed more earnestly being in anguish. Sweat was like drops
of blood. (Luke 22:39-45)
 John 17:1-5 Jesus prays for himself
 John 17:6-19 Jesus prays for disciples
 John 17:20-26 Jesus prays for all believers = you and me
10. Suffering as God’s Son, Jesus learned obedience. How have you learned
obedience?
 Personal
 Trust God, Faith in God
 John 8:33 = trouble, but Jesus has overcome the world.
 Listen to Holy Spirit and don’t grieve Him.
11. Verse 9 says that Jesus “became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey
Him…” What does it mean to obey?
 Does it mean to obey all commands in order to receive eternal salvation?
o If you don’t obey in the future could you lose your salvation?
o What if you sin, do you lose your salvation
 No it means to obey God’s calling to believe in Him and accept Him as Lord
 Different views
o Christians who actually lose salvation = against other scripture
 Romans 6, Romans 8:28-30 and John 10:28-29, John 5:24
o Hypothetical argument to warn immature Christians
o They were never really saved
 Hebrews 6 will discuss this more = difficult passage about falling away
12. What are further facts about the writer’s audience?
 They are slow to learn so it is hard to explain
 He is going to tell them more about Jesus the Great High Priest and he does in
chapter 7
 Are you slow to learn? If so, how can you correct that?
Lesson: Jesus is our eternal priest offering eternal salvation.
Challenge: How will you thank Jesus for being your Great High Priest?
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Spiritual Immaturity
Read Hebrews 5:11-14
1. What are the elements of spiritual immaturity? See Hebrews 2:1-4, 3:7-14 and 6:12.
 Slow to learn which is the result of “drifting away” and “rebellion”, disobedience or
doubting
o Things are not interesting in church
o Bible is boring
o SS is boring
o Don’t pay attention
o Don’t want to go to church or want to change
o Not being fed
o Have you ever been slow to learn?
 Ought to be teachers, but you need someone to teach you
o Have not progressed
o Need to be taught the elementary truths of God’s Word = start with basics
again
o Grieve Holy Spirit, Isaiah 63:10, Ephesians 4:30
o Jesus loves me this I know, but no further?
o Failure to share your faith with others out of fear or lack of knowledge
o Do you love to tell the story (I love to tell the story Hymn)
 Need milk and not solid food
o Jesus loves me this I know, but no further?
o Praise songs with no meat (careful on this one)
 Not acquainted with teaching about righteous behavior (discernment)
 Not trained to recognize good from evil = not mature (discernment)
o Israelites in desert could not discern God’s promise of Caanan
o They rebelled and were afraid to accept God’s promise
o But Joshua and Caleb were discerning and mature
 Laziness (6:12)
o Imitate those of faith and patience
2. Contrast those described as “slow to learn” with those Christians in Berea (Acts
17:10-11) and Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians 2:13-15).
 Bereans
o More noble character than Thessalonians
o Received the message with great eagerness
o Examined the scriptures every day to see what Paul said was true
o They really worked at it EAGERLY
o We should study God’s word daily (Joshua 1:8))
 Thessalonians
o Accepted Word of God which you heard, not as words of men but words of
God
o Became imitators of churches in Judea
o Suffered
 It takes work to move on to maturity
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3. In what ways are you like the recipients of Hebrews? In what ways are you like the
Bereans or Thessalonians?
 Personal
 Hebrews
o Stop drifting
o Stop doubting
o Stop being lazy
 Bereans and Thessalonians
o Work at it
o Be Eager
Lesson: Believers struggle continually against spiritual immaturity.
Spiritual Maturity
Read Hebrews 6:1-12
4. How are the readers of Hebrews challenged? How are you challenged?
 Move onto maturity
o Study God’s Word
o Pray daily
 How are you challenged
 Do you need remedial training? Hopefully, not.
5. What are the 6 basic Christian truths described in these verses?
 Looking to God first (Jesus first commandment)
o Repentance and turning from sin
o Faith in God
 Relationship with other believers (Jesus second commandment)
o Baptism instruction = converting new believers
o Laying on of hands = praying
 Future for Christians and all people
o Resurrection of dead
o Final judgment
6. Verses 4-6 talk about “those who” “fall away.” Who are those people?
 Once enlightened
 Tasted heavenly gift
 Shared in Holy Spirit
 Tasted goodness of Word of God and powers of coming age
 They are obviously believers
7. Why is it impossible for those that fall away to be brought back to repentance?
 Crucifying Jesus all over again
 Subject Him to public disgrace
8. Is it possible for a Christian to lose his salvation?
 Yes = according to this passage, but you must ignore John 10:28-29 and
Hebrews 7:19-20
 No
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o This is a hypothetical argument
 Sort of like an inductive proof
 Assume that a believer can fall away
 But that would be impossible
 Therefore believers cannot fall away which is supported by John
10:28-29 and Hebrews 7:19-20, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15
o Or, those refers to people who seemed to be Christians but were never
really saved
 Matthew 13:24-29 Parable of weeds
 Matthew 13:1-10 Parable of the 4 soils
 Consider vs. 7-8, in the end it will be burned
o But 1 Corinthians 3:12-13 does not talk about losing Salvation
o Escaping through flames
9. What encouragement does Hebrews give?
 Encourages them that he is confident of better things for them (9) and those
things accompany their salvation (secure)
 God remembers their good works and help to others (10)
 Keep it up to the end with same diligence (11)
 Don’t become lazy (12)
 Imitate those who inherit the promise through faith and patience (12)
Lesson: Believers are encouraged to move on to spiritual maturity. Philippians
1:6.
God’s Certain Promise
Read Hebrews 6:13-20
10. According to Genesis 22:8-17, what promise and oath did God make with Abraham?
How does that apply to you? See John 3:16.
 God made a promise in Genesis 15:5-6 and Abraham believed it
 Then God made an oath in Genesis 22:16. I swear by myself.
 God has power and authority to do what He promises and He has done it.
 He has blessed mankind through Jesus Christ His son, foreshadowed in
Abraham’s son Isaac. Abraham was willing to give up his son.
11. Why did God swear by Himself in Genesis 22:16?
 Wanted to “make the unchanging nature of His purpose very clear to the heirs of
what was promised.” (16-17)
 This is a great encouragement to us
 God cannot lie and His promise is made clear by an oath of His. We did not
have to do anything ask God to keep His oath
12. How are you encouraged by this passage?
 Jesus is our great hope
 Jesus is the anchor for our soul. Hard to see how we would lose our salvation or
fall away
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Jesus is in the lineage of Abraham
Jesus is our great high priest forever in order of Melchizedek
I am blessed through Jesus
o Do I take that blessing to the fullest by moving to maturity
o Do I just do the minimum? That means that I will not really receive the full
blessing.
Lesson: God’s better promise of salvation to believers is made certain through
Jesus.
Challenge: Being certain of your salvation through Jesus, how will you move on
to maturity this week?
Note. This ends the section in Hebrews about Jesus’ Supremacy. Next week we begin
four lessons about Jesus’ Sufficiency: better priest, better covenant, better sanctuary,
and better sacrifice.
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Note: This lesson and the next three, all deal with the sufficiency of Jesus as He is a
better priest, better covenant, better sanctuary and better sacrifice.
Melchizedek the Priest
Read Hebrews 7:1-10 and Genesis 14:17-20.
1. List the facts about Melchizedek.
 King of Salem = king of peace
 Priest of Most High God = King of righteousness
o Unusual to be both king and priest
 Met Abraham at Salem = Jerusalem and blessed Abraham
 Abraham gave him 1/10th = tithe
 Without geneology or known father or mother
 Don’t know when he lived or when he died so he is like son of God and remains
priest forever
 Greater than Abraham
 No ancestry from Levi, and existed before Levi
2. Why would Abraham be significant to the readers of Hebrews? See Romans 4:1-25.
 Jewish Christians who would know and respect Abraham
 Original Jewish Patricarch and Father of Israel (Ex 3:15)
 Declared righteous through faith (Gen 15:6)
 Given circumcision as a sign (Gen 17:1)
 Father of all believers (Romans 4:16, 17
 His faith proceeded the law (declared righteous before circumcision)
 Beginning of the ancestry of Jesus (Matthew 1:1)
3. In your opinion, who was Melchizedek?
 A real person who was priest and king of Salem = Jerusalem
 A bit of a mystery. We don’t really know
 A foreshadow of Jesus
 His birth and death are not recorded. He then foreshadows priest forever.
 His priestly order was different than the priestly order of Levi. All of those priests
died and were replaced.
 Therefore, Melchizedek is greater than Aaron and his priesthood
Lesson: Melchizedek is greater than Aaron and his priesthood.
Jesus the Eternal Priest
Read Hebrews 7:11-25 and Psalm 110.
4. Explain how the Levitical Priesthood and the Law of Moses did not make worshipers
perfect?
 They were all sinners
 They could not live up to the perfection of the law or keep in perfectly
 The priests were sinners themselves
 The animal sacrifices could not save people in and of themselves, but only
foreshadowed what was to come
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5. Why is Psalm 110 written by David nearly 1,000 years before Christ, is quoted
several times in Hebrews?
 God’s Word prophesied that a future Lord would come that would sit at God’s
right hand and He would be a Priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.
 It also predicts the end times in verses 5-6.
 It announced 1,000 years in advance that the Levitical system would be replaced
 So another priest would come and the Jews were told that. They looked forward
to Jesus.
6. How is Jesus’ coming a change in the priesthood and the law?
 Jesus came from the tribe of Judah (Matthew 1)
 Moses never said that there would be priests from the tribe of Judah
 He became a priest forever, not by ancestry, but by power of indestructible life.
He raised from the dead.
 Also, God promised on oath a better covenant as a priest forever in Psalm 110.
 There were many priests that lived and died, but Jesus has a permanent
priesthood and lives forever (23)
 Jesus is able to save completely because He always lives to intercede for us
7. Did Jesus set aside the law and priesthood so that it is no longer valid? See
Matthew 5:17-20.
 Jesus came to fulfill the law and the prophets
 He came to perfect it and give perfection to believers in Him
 He came to make people righteous = perfect in the sight of God
 Jesus priest hood is foreshadowed by the Levitical priesthood
 The old regulations were weak and useless since it made nothing perfect (18)
 Jesus introduced a better hope so that we could draw near to God (19)
 We still are convicted by the old law. We cannot continue to sin. Romans 7:7-25
o Slave to God’s law in my mind
o But in sinful nature a slave to law of sin
8. Is Jesus your eternal priest? If so, how has that affected you?
 Personal
 Jesus is eternal and alive
 He saves completely, not partially
 I am able to come to God through Him.
 He continues to intercede for me
Lesson: God promised that Jesus would be a priest forever.
Jesus Meets Our Need
Read Hebrews 7:26-28
9. What are the qualifications of Jesus who meets our needs?
 Holy
o Mark 1:24 where the evil spirit called Jesus “Holy one of God”
o Acts 3:14 Holy and Righteous One
 Blameless and pure
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o Hebrews 4:15 says He was without sin, even though He was tempted
Set apart from sinners
o Made like His brothers and tempted Hebrews 2:17
o Power to forgive sins as shown in Mark 2:5-11
 Exalted above the heavens
o Rules at God’s right hand 1 Corinthians 15:25
o All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me Matthew 28:18b
o Sit at my right hand until I make enemies a footstool for your feet Hebrews
1:13 quotes Psalm 110 again
o Lord said to my Lord (Psalm 110)
10. How is Jesus different from the Levitical priests?
 Doesn’t need to offer sacrifices day after day
 No sacrifice for His own sin because He is sinless
 Jesus sacrificed once
 Jesus offered Himself as a sacrifice, priests did not do that
 Law appoints priest who are weak, meaning mortal, not permenant and sinners
 God’s oath (v 21) appointed God’s perfect Son.
o At Jesus’ baptism, “this is my son, whom I love; with Him I am well
pleased” (Matthew 4:17)
 Jesus is forever
11. How does Jesus met your daily needs? Do you worship Him daily?
 Personal
 Convicts me of sin and forgives sin
 Thank Him daily
 Ask, Seek, and Knock daily (Matthew 7:7)
12. The writer of Hebrews shared the good news of Jesus with his Hebrew friends. How
will you share the good news of Jesus with your friends?
 Personal
Lesson: Jesus meets or need perfectly and forever.


Challenge: Share the good news of Jesus with someone you know this week.
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Note: Last week we saw that Jesus is a better priest. This week we will see that His
ministry is based on a better covenant. Next week we will see that He has a better
sanctuary and finally a better sacrifice.
Ministered by High Priest
Read Hebrews 8:1-2
1. What is the author’s point so far?
 Jesus is superior high priest
 Serves in a sanctuary in heaven
 Sanctuary in heaven
2. What is the significance of Jesus being seated on a throne at the right hand of God?
See Ephesians 1:20-23.
 Seated
o Symbol for work being finished
o Finished work is saving believers from sin (John 3:16)
o Died once for all of the sins (Hebrews 10:14)
o Levitical system
 No chairs because the work was not done
 Needed continual sacrifices
o Jesus will get up after tribulation and return to earth a second time for final
judgment. See Psalm 110 = Sit at my right hand until I make your
enemies a footstool for your feat. Revelation 19 talks about coming again.
 Right hand
o Jesus is second person of the Triune God
o Jesus is distinct but one???
o Jesus is God (John 1:1, 14)
o This is a mystery that is not fully revealed. Remember that a mystery is
something that is true but not yet discovered
o See Philippians 2:6. “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be grasped
 Enthroned in heaven. Read Ephesians 1:20-23
o Jesus is heir of all things and maker of universe (Hebrews 1:2)
o All authority in heaven and earth is given to Him (Matthew 28:18a)
o Jesus is sovereign and totally in charge
o Revelation 4 describes the throne
o Revelation 5 describes Jesus as the slain lamb taking the scroll from God
the Father
3. Notice that Jesus is described as serving “in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set
up by the Lord.” What does that mean to you?
 Jesus is working in heaven
 Jesus is still interceding as priest for us
 1 John 1:9, if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and forgive us from all
unrighteousness. Jesus work is done though
 Jesus is still a servant?
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Lesson: At the right hand of God, Jesus serves in the true sanctuary.
Ministered in Heaven
Read Hebrews 8:3-6
4. What must every high priest, including Jesus do? How is Jesus’ service different
than the Levitical priests? See Hebrews 9:24-28.
 Offer gifts and sacrifices
 The high priest on earth had to do that for the people = day of atonement
 Jesus does the same
o Jesus sacrifice was once for all
5. If Jesus was on earth today why could He not be a high priest according to the
Mosaic Law?
 He was not from the tribe of Levi
 He was from Judah
 But since He is in heaven, he can be a high priest in the order of Melchizedek.
 Strengthens the argument for Jesus
6. Moses was told to follow a specific and detailed pattern for the tabernacle. How was
that sanctuary a “shadow” of Jesus’ tabernacle? See Revelation 4:5, 6:9-11, 8:3-5,
and Revelation 21:22.
 Sacrifices needed to be made for sins of people, but Jesus made one sacrifice
 Temple in heaven exits with ark of covenant (Revelation 11:19)
 Alter in heaven (Revelation 6:9-11)
 Alter of incense (Revelation 8:3-5)
 7 lamps (Revelation 4:5)
 Lord and Lamb are the temple (Revelation 21:22)
Lesson: The Law given to Moses was a shadow of the new covenant in Jesus.
Ministered with Better Promises
Read Hebrews 8:6-13 and Jeremiah 31:31-34.
7. Jesus ministers a better covenant that is founded on better promises. Why was a
new covenant required?
 God found fault with the people. They were sinners
 That is the same problem that we have
 Jeremiah wrote about the better covenant just before Israel goes into captivity in
Babylon and the temple is destroyed
 God turned away from Israel because they did not remain faithful to God’s
covenant
 So I new one was put in place with Jesus.
8. What other evidence besides Hebrews 8:6 tells us that Jesus is the mediator of the
new covenant?
 1 Timothy 2:5-6 = “For there is one God and one mediator between God and
men, the man Jesus Christ, who gave himself as ransom for all men.”
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Luke 22:20 = In the same way after supper He took the cup saying, “this cup is
the new covenant in my blood which is poured out for you.”
 1 Corinthians 11:23-27 seems to apply new covenant to the church
9. Notice that Jeremiah tells us that the new covenant will be made with the house of
Israel and house of Judah. How does the Christian Church fit into this new
covenant?
 The church certainly experiences the new covenant.
 How can God promise the new covenant to the Jews and then give it to the
church
 It appears that the new covenant was given to both Jews and Gentiles
 Some say that the church is spiritual Israel and that the promises given to Israel
are now given to the church. Called replacement theology
o Believers are the spiritual seed of Abraham (Galatians 3:13-29)
o If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed
 Others say that all Israel will be saved.
o But Jeremiah is clear about the new covenant going to Israel. 31:36-37
gives the promise to Israel
o Also, Paul himself says All Israel will be saved (11:26-28). But their hearts
are hardened until the full number of gentles come in
o Romans 1:16 (read this)
 Jesus went to the Jews first (Matthew 10:5-6)
 Acts 1:8 = witness to the Jews
 Acts 3:25-26
 But later the gospel went to gentiles = Cornelius in Acts 10
 God promises that Jerusalem will never be uprooted or demolished
 In Daniel, promises are made to the Jews
 Interesting that the Middle East and Israel seems to be the focal
point of the important news
 The new covenant does replace the Mosaic (Sinia) covenant of the law and
priests, but not the Abrahamic covenant (Genesis 22:17-18)
10. What are the better promises found in the new covenant? What do those promises
mean to you?
 God’s grace to give a new covenant (8-9)
o John 3:16
o Ephesians 2:8
o This is a gift from God, He did not have to do it
o Unmerited favor
o God elected me and gave me what I don’t deserve. Worship Him and
thank Him for that
 People will change internally (10-11)
o Laws in their minds and hearts
o People will know the Lord, not need teachers
o People are called to God
o Holy Spirit comes and indwells them now
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o But this may be referring to Millennial kingdom when Jesus reigns on
earth??
o I received Holy Spirit
 Convicts me of sin
 Teaches, instructs me
 Sins are forgiven and will be remembered no more (12)
o 1 john 1:9
o How can I thank Him enough for that
 Blessing that the old covenant is gone and will soon disappear which leaves
Jesus’ covenant to last forever (13)
o I cannot earn my salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9)
o Not saved by my own works
o But I am created to do God’s good works that He created for me
11. When was the new covenant effective and what happened to the old covenant?
 Effective
o When Jesus died again for sin (Matthew 27:51)
o Interesting that during Jesus’ ministry on earth the old covenant was still in
effect
 Old covenant
o Went away when the temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom
(Matthew 27:51-53
o When author of Hebrews was writing, the temple sacrifices were still going
on until 70AD
12. Imagine yourself as a Jew reading Hebrews at the time after Jesus’ death and
resurrection but before the temple was destroyed in 70AD. How would this message
of the new covenant affect you?
o Might not want to accept it
o Jews are still doing the sacrifices like they had done for eons
o You might want to go back to the sacrifices and obedience to the law
o You cannot make yourself right by obedience to the law
o You can only justify yourself through Jesus Christ (John 3:16)
o This is a radical change
o Today, for some, Jesus is still a radical change
o People want to earn their own salvation
o People are afraid of God
o People think that a loving God will save everyone.
o Or people don’t care about salvation at all
Lesson: Jesus offers better promises through a new and everlasting covenant.
Challenge: How will you remember and thank Jesus for His better covenant to
you this week?
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Note: Last week we saw that Jesus is a better priest ministering a better covenant.
This week we will see that He has a better Sanctuary.
Earthly Sanctuary – Animal Blood
Read Hebrews 9:1-10
1. Exodus 25-30 and 36:8-38:31 describes the first tabernacle and some of its
regulations. In verse 5, the author says that “we cannot discuss these things in
detail now.” What are some of the key points about each tabernacle item below?
a. Holy place
 Where the regular priest could enter and do their ministry (6)
 Not for the common people
b. Second curtain
 Separated the holy place and most holy place
 Separated sinners from the place where God dwelled
c. Most holy place
 Where God dwelled
 Only the high priest could enter and only once per year (7a)
 High priest had to enter with blood for his own sins
 High priest entered to sprinkle blood for the sins of people
d. Atonement cover
 Where God resides
 Sprinkle blood on it for the forgiveness of people’s sins only once per year
2. What did the old tabernacle and old covenant teach to the Jews? See Hebrews
9:22.
 Men are sinners
 Men are separated from God because of sin (curtain)
 Without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness from sin
 Ordinary men have no direct access to God
3. What was the Holy Spirit showing about the Most Holy place (verses 8-10)?
 Prior to Jesus and in days of old covenant, the way into the Most Holy Place (to
God Himself) had not been revealed
 It would not be revealed as long as the tabernacle was still standing, which it was
at the time of Hebrews writing. Temple destroyed in 70AD and curtain torn in two
at Christ death and payment for sins.
 The offerings and gifts could not clear the conscience of those worshiping and
only applied until the new order.
 Believers through faith as we will see in chapter 11 could be credited with
righteousness by looking forward to God’s promise of Jesus.
 Now believers in Christ get direct access to God the Father through the finished
work of Jesus.
Lesson: Under the Old Covenant, sin was covered but not put away for Jewish
believers.
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Heavenly Sanctuary – Christ’s Blood
Read Hebrews 9:11-28
4. How did Christ enter the “greater and more perfect tabernacle” and the “Most Holy
Place”?
 Note that tabernacle is not man made. Verse 24 says He entered heaven itself
 He did not enter by means of animals (calves and goats)
 He entered into presence of God by His own blood
 Remember Jesus was the perfect sacrifice and was without sin
 Jesus was able to pass through the entire tabernacle into heaven itself
5. Contrast the work of the blood of goats and bulls with that of the blood of Christ.
 Animal blood did not clear people’s conscience
 Blood of Jesus did cleanse our conscience from acts that lead to death
o Acts that lead to death is sin and we are all sinners
o Sin leads to death = wages of sin is death
o Jesus was unblemished and without a sin nature
o He allows us to serve the Living God
o This is a paraphrase of Ephesians 2:8-10
o He saved us by grace and then created good works for us to do.
 Jesus became a mediator of a new covenant
o He set those of us who are called by God free from the sins committed
under the first covenant
o Ephesians 1: talks about election
6. In the earthly sanctuary, God commanded Moses to continually cleanse nearly
everything with blood. What are the better sacrifices for heavenly things?
 Christ entered heaven itself which was not a copy of the true one
 Jesus appeared for us in God’s presence
 Did not appear year after and only appeared once, not like the high priest
 Christ offered His own blood
 Christ actually did away with sin by sacrificing Himself
 Jesus was sacrificed only once to take away the sins of men. This relates to
men dying once.
 We will get into Christ’s perfect sacrifice even more next week.
 Jesus is coming back again!
Lesson: Under the New Covenant sin was done away with through the sufficient
one-time sacrifice of Jesus.
Heavenly Sanctuary – Believer’s Destiny
Read Hebrews 9:15, 27-28
Hebrews addresses several aspects of believer’s destiny. Feel free to use any other
scripture for our discussion of each question below. Paul Anka’s song “you are my
destiny”
7. What is a believer’s destiny regarding death? See Ecclesiastes 8:8.
 Hebrews says man is destined to die once
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 Ecclesiates 8:8 says no many has power over his own death
 Enoch and Elijah did not die
 Philippians 1:21
 2 Corinthians 5:8 = away from the body and at home with the Lord
 Stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:54-59), he saw Jesus beforehand.
8. What is a believer’s destiny regarding judgment? See 2 Corinthians 5:10.
 Hebrews says we will be judged
 So does Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:10 at the Judgment Seat of Christ
o Not for sin
o But for what is due us
9. What is a believer’s destiny regarding Christ’s return? See 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
and 1 Corinthians 15:51-52.
 Dead rise first
 Then those who are alive will come.
 We will be changed in a twinkling of an eye with a new body and be with the Lord
forever.
 Zechariah 14:1-10
10. What is a believer’s destiny regarding salvation and eternal inheritance?
 Hebrews: at second coming, Jesus brings salvation to those waiting for Him
 Hebrews: eternal inheritance
 1 Corinthians 1:8 keep your strong to the end
 Philippians 1:6
 Past present and future salvation
o Past = Ephesians 2:5,8
o Present = 1 Corinthians 1:18, 2 Corinthians 2:15
o Future = Romans 5:9-10, 1 Peter 1:5
 Inheritance
o Sons of God = Gal 4:7
o When we believe in Jesus = Romans 4:13, Hebrews 6:12
o Co-heirs with Christ = Romans 8:17
o Kingdom of heaven = Matthew 25:34
o Kingdom of God = 1 Cor 6:9
o Eternal Life = Matthew 19:29, Tit 3:7
o Jesus prepares a place = John 14:1-6
11. How are you confident of your destiny?
 Through faith
 Through Bible
 “being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
Lesson: Because Jesus is the mediator of a new covenant, those who are called
receive an eternal inheritance.
Challenge: How can you be certain of your eternal destiny?
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Note: This lesson concludes the section on the sufficiency of Jesus due to His better
sacrifice. He is sufficient as High Priest, ministering a better covenant, in a better
sanctuary and now with a better sacrifice.
Sacrifice Removes Sin
Read Hebrews 10:1-10 and Psalm 40:6-8
1. What have been the problems with the sacrificial system laid out in the Law of
Moses?
 They are a shadow of the good things to come
 They are not the good realities of Jesus’ coming and sacrifice
 They do not make perfect, those that are worshipping
 They are repeated endless times
 If they could make them perfect, they would have stopped offering them
o Worshippers would have been cleansed
o Would not have felt guilt about their sins
o Impossible for animal blood to take away sin
2. Verses 5-7 quote Psalm 40 written nearly 1,000 years prior to Jesus’ coming. In
what ways is this Psalm predictive about Jesus’ coming?
 The OT sacrifices were not desirable to God. Says it twice
o Only convicted people of sin but did not make people righteous before
God
 God prepared a body for Jesus. Luke 1:26-38 talks about conception by Holy
Spirit. Mary has a submissive heart. Isaiah 7:14 also.
 Jesus came to earth and was baptized. Luke 3:21-22. God was pleased with
Jesus. John 3:16. God GAVE His one and only son.
 Jesus was predicted as coming other places in scripture. Isaiah 9:6-9 is a good
one.
 Jesus was willing to do God’s will as a servant. While praying on Mount of Olives
before His death “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will
but yours be done.” (Luke 22:42-44) Prayed more earnestly.
3. God gave the Law and sacrificial system to Moses and required it. Why did God not
desire those sacrifices? Why did God wait to send Jesus, a better sacrifice?
 Sacrificial law convicted people of sin.
 They realized they were sinners, but even rebelled against the system and were
exiled to Babylon for their rebellion against God.
 God told the Jews ahead of time that Jesus (Messiah) would come in many
places. David looked forward to Jesus’s coming as did Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
many other prophets.
 God’s timing is perfect. God is good all the time and all the time God is good.
 Who can know the mind of God or His purposes?
 God is incomprehensible. “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell
me, if you understand. “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if
you understand. Job 38:4
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We are not like God, even though sometimes we might think we are.
1 Cor 2:16 Who has known the mind of the Lord
so as to instruct him?”
 Romans 11:34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counselor?” = Isaiah 40:13
 If you were like God you wouldn’t need or have faith.
4. How have you “been made holy” and acceptable to God?
 By God’s will (10)
 Through the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ who died once for all?
o What does once for all mean?
o Christ died once for all past, present and future sins
o This is not universal salvation. You must believe in Jesus. John 3:16-18
is clear on that.
o We are not made holy by doing God’s will day after day. We are only
made holy by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ which was God’s will for us.
 God’s will was to do that because He so loved the world. John 3:16 and 3:18
Lesson: Sinners are made holy through faith in Jesus Christ who sacrificed once
for all believers.
One Sacrifice
Read Hebrews 10:11-18
5. What did the old covenant law require for sacrifices?
 Day after day
 Again and again offering same sacrifices for same sin
 Can’t take away the sin
6. Describe Jesus’ sacrifice.
 For all time (12)
 One sacrifice for sins (12)
 No additional sacrifice is needed (18)
 By one sacrifice He made perfect forever, those who are being made holy (14)
o This applies to believers only
o No question
o Sin is not destroyed for everyone but it can be for anyone
 Sin is remembered no more (17)
 Then sat down at right hand of God (Psalm 110)
o Enemies a footstool
7. Is Hebrews saying that believers can now sin as much as they want? See Romans
6:15-23, 7:25.
 No we cannot continue to sin
 We are perfect in our position with Christ but imperfect in our current condition.
 Perhaps that is why Paul says to live is Christ and to die is gain. When we die,
our sin nature is gone.
8. Have your sins been forgiven?
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 Personal
 Do you have faith of that?
Lesson: Jesus’ one sacrifice has made believers perfect.
Personal and Confident Perseverance
Read Hebrews 10:19-25, 39
9. How does the author summarize and encourage in verses 19-21, what we have
studied these last 4 weeks?
 Better high priest (Hebrews 7)
o Great priest over the house of God
 Better covenant (Hebrews 8)
o A new and living way that was opened through the curtain that Jesus
opened by His death for our sins
 Better sanctuary (Hebrews 9)
o Entry into Most Holy place by the blood of Jesus
 Better sacrifice (Hebrews 10
o All of this happens because of the blood of Jesus (Sacrifice)
o Through the curtain, that is His body (Sacrifice)
10. Do you have confidence in a better priest, better covenant, better sanctuary and
better sacrifice? If so, how will you:
a. “Draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith” and
cleansed from a guilty conscience?
 Meet with Him daily in prayer and Bible study
 Mediate on Him day and night
b. “Hold unswervingly to the hope we profess” knowing that God is faithful?
 Thank Jesus daily for His love and sacrifice to you
 Thank God for His truth and faithfulness to His promises
 Thank God for being in charge
 Romans 8:28
c. Encourage each other to love and good deeds?
 Love one another
 Encourage one another
 Build each other up
d. Continue to meet together and encourage one another as we wait for the
Day?
 Come to church
 Be involved in church as the body of Christ
 Physically meet together rather than meeting electronically
11. Notice in verse 39 that the writer is confident that his readers are “those who believe
and are saved” rather than “those who shrink back and are destroyed.” What, do
you think, is his point in verses 26-39? See John 3:18.
 Not talking about sins committed by believers
 Talking about apostasy
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Those who hear the word of Jesus and then reject it
This is really a serious matter and writer has confidence that people are not like
that (v 39)
 Not talking about losing your salvation
 Probably not talking about discipline of believers for disobedience???
12. Do you believe and are saved? Are you “sure of what (you) hope for and certain of
what (you) do not see?”
Lesson: Believers are saved and unbelievers are destroyed.
Challenge: How will you preserver in your belief of Jesus’ single and sufficient
sacrifice for you?
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What is Faith?
Read Hebrews 11:1-3
1. Dictionary.com says that hope is “feeling that what is wanted can be had or events
will turn out for the best.” What hope(s) do you have as a Christian?
 Grandparent
 Jesus will come back for me
 I will go to heaven with him
2. Are you SURE that your hopes will come true? If so, what evidence do you have?
 Do you have just a feeling?
 Or because people have told you?
 Or do you believe the Bible and what God has said?
o John 3:16
o John 14:1-6
o Philippians 1:6, 1:21
o Romans 10:9
o 1 John 1:9
o Zechariah 14:1-4
o 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18
o 1 Corinthians 15:51-54
o Revelation 21
3. What do we “not see”? Are you certain of that and why?
 God, Jesus and Holy Spirit
 Again the Bible tells me
 God
o Appeared to Moses (backside only)
o Gave 10 commandments and led people out of Israel
o John 3:16 brought Jesus to earth
 Jesus
o God brought Him here
o Lived and died, but rose from the dead as recorded in scripture = evidence
 Holy Spirit
o Came to apostles in Acts 2
o Jesus promised HS in John 16:5-11
 So we are sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see because
of the evidence of God’s Word. God’s Word is true and we believe God. Do you
believe in God and do you believe God? That is faith.
 The ancients were commended for this faith as we will see
4. How was the universe made and what evidence do you have to support your
answer? See Genesis 1:1-2.
 By God’s command formed out of what is not seen
 Not evolution
Lesson: Faith is believing that God’s Word is true.
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Note: Bible references for each person described in Hebrews 11 are attached to this
lesson. It might be interesting and enlightening to read each one before class.
Examples of Faith
Read Hebrews 11:4-38
5. For what was Enoch commended? Will you be commended like Enoch?
 For one who pleased God (5)
 I will probably experience death, but I want to please God
o Believe that He exists
o Believe that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him
o I earnestly seek Him daily
o Sometimes I am disobedient, but I know that He forgives me
 Pleased God = believed God and sought Him
6. How would you describe Noah’s faith?
 Believed what God said and wanted to save family
 Built an ark in the desert where it had not rained, must have looked stupid to
those around him
 Believed God and Feared God
7. How was Abraham faithful?
 He believed God and then obeyed and went to the land
 Believed God that even though it was impossible to have children, he would
because God promised and the promise came true.
 Believed God and Obeyed God
8. What do Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all have in common?
 Living in faith when they died (13)
 Did not receive the things promised, but saw them from a distance (13)
 Aliens and strangers on earth (13)
 Looking for a country of their own (14)
 Longing for a better country, a heavenly country (15)
9. Describe Abraham’s test of faith. See Genesis 22:1-19.
 Listened to God’s voice and call (1)
 Obeyed immediately and prepared to sacrifice his son (3-4)
 Believed in resurrection of his son (5)
 God will provide sacrifice (8)
 Obeyed God’s command to sacrifice and then stop (9-12)
 God will provide (14)
10. Describe Moses’ faith during the Passover. See Genesis 12.
 God made a promise and Moses obeyed
 As if blood on door frames were going to stop death
11. What other ancient is a good example of faith to you?
 Open discussion
Lesson: Faith is believing God regardless of circumstances and troubles around
you.
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Results of Faith
Read Hebrews 11:13-16, 39-40, 12:1a.
12. What better thing did God plan for the ancients and for us?
 Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior
 For those that looked forward to Jesus
 For those that came after the cross and look forward to Jesus’ second coming
o Ancients looked forward to first coming
o We look forward to second coming
 The ancients were a great example for us and were God’s progressive revelation
of Himself to us
 They are a great cloud of witnesses
Lesson: God’s plan for making believers perfect is Jesus Christ.
Challenge: How will you be a faithful witness to God’s Word this week?
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Hall of Faith Bible References
Abel: Genesis 4:4-25
Enoch: Genesis 5:22-24
Noah: Genesis 5:28-9:29
Abraham (leaving his country): Genesis 12:1-9
Abraham (promise of a son): Genesis 15:1-19, 21:1-7
Abraham (sacrifice of Isaac): Genesis 22:1-19
Isaac: Genesis 27:25-39
Jacob: Genesis 47:31-49:28
Joseph: Genesis 50:24-26
Moses parents: Exodus 1:16-2:1-4
Moses refused to be called Pharaoh’s son: Exodus 2:5-11
Moses Flight out of Egypt: Exodus 2:11-25
Moses kept the Passover: Exodus 12:1-29
Israelites cross Red Sea: Exodus 13:17-14:31
Joshua at Jericho: Joshua 5:13-27
Rahab: Joshua 2
Gideon: Judges 6:1-7:25
Barak: Judges 4:6-5:31
Samson: Judges 14-16
Jephthah: Judges 11:1-12:7
David: 1 Samuel 16-17
Samuel: 1 Samuel 12
Prophets conquering kingdoms: 2 Samuel 5:6-25, 8:1-14, 10:1-19, 12:26-31
Prophets administering justice: 1 Samuel 12:3-5, 2 Samuel 8:15, 1 Kings 3:1-28
Prophets gaining what is promised: Joshua 23:14-24:8
Prophets shutting mouths of lions: Daniel 6
Prophets quenching the fury of flames: Daniel 3
Prophets escaping the sword: 1 Samuel 17:45-49, 2 Kings 1, 2 Kings 6:31, Jeremiah
26:7-24
Weakness turned to strength: Judges 16:21-30, 1 Samuel 1, Jeremiah 1:6-10
Prophets powerful in battle: Judges 6-7
Women received back their dead: 1 Kings 17:17-24, 2 Kings 4:8-36
Others tortured and refused to be released: Perhaps the heroic Maccabees
Facing jeers and flogging: Jeremiah 20:2-8
Chained and put in prison: Jeremiah 37:15-16
Stoned: 2 Chronicals 24:21
Sawed in two: according to tradition Isaiah was sawed in two by King Manasseh
Put to death by sword: no reference found
About in sheepskins: no reference found
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Fix your Eyes on Jesus
Read Hebrews 12:1-4
1. Who is the great cloud of witnesses?
 Those in the previous chapter 11 who were in the Hall of Faith
 Suggests and athletic contest and the great heros of the past
 Look back at history and look back at their lives and examples of faith
2. What encouragement does the writer give to his readers?
 We have a large number of faithful witnesses that have gone before us
 Throw off everything that hinders us from fixing our eyes upon Jesus
 Throw off sin that entangles
 Let us run the race with perseverance (long distance race), the race marked out
for us (God planned it for us) Ephesians 2:10.
 Jesus is author and perfecter of our faith
 Jesus endured the cross and scorned it’s shame to save us from sin
 Jesus is now at the right hand of God on the throne
 Remember Jesus who suffered opposition from sinful men so that you don’t grow
weary and suffer opposition. Think of Paul who was opposed.
 You have not resisted sin to the point of shedding your own blood as Jesus did.
Some later will be martyred.
3. What is the race that God has “marked out” for you? See Ephesians 2:8-10.
 By grace you are saved by believing in Jesus
 God has provided in advance, good works for you to do
 What are those good works? Have you refused to do them
 Did you quit the race? Did you take a break? If so, come back to the race.
Lesson: Fix your eyes on Jesus.
Endure God’s Loving Discipline
Read Hebrews 12:5-11 and Proverbs 3:11-12.
4. What is the word of encouragement given in these verses?
 Reminds them of Proverbs, some say this may be thought of as in the form a
question: “Have you forgotten”
 Don’t make light of Lord’s discipline
 Don’t lose heart when He rebukes
 Lord disciplines those He loves
 Punishes everyone He accepts as sons
o Sons (children) were commonly punished in that time
o Perhaps in our society we don’t do that
o Punishment was good for the child (Proverbs 13:24)
 Endure hardship as discipline
 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but it produces a harvest of peace and
righteousness (everyone undergoes discipline)
 Hypothetical: If you are not disciplined you are not legitimate sons (but everyone
is disciplined)
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5. Compare the discipline of an earthly father to God the Father.
 Earthly
o We respected our earthly fathers for their discipline of us
o Disciplined us for a little while as they thought best (could have been in
error
o Submit to our father
 God
o Disciplines us for our good so that we may share in His holiness
o God is always good (Romans 8:28)
o May seem painful but produces harvest of righteousness and peace
o As you submit to your earthly Father, how much more should you submit
to your heavenly Father.
6. Share a time when you were disciplined and the result.
 Learn and be encouraged by the discipline so that you are strengthened in your
faith
 God trains us
 Personal
Lesson: God disciplines for good, those that He has called.
Share God’s Grace
Read Hebrews 12:12-17
7. Therefore, as a result of God’s training and discipline, how are Christians
encouraged to live?
 Strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees
o Share God’s grace with others so that they are not disabled
 Live at peace with all men and to be holy
o Without holiness from you no one will see the Lord
o You are Christ’s ambassador (2 Corinthians 5:20)
 See to it that no one misses the grace of God
o How could they miss the grace of God
o Someone needs to tell them
o Share God’s grace with others
 See to it that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many
o What is a bitter root?
 Imagery of plant that is bitter
 You can trim of the green foliage but that bitter root grows back
 Anger that builds and builds
 Have you caused someone to have a bitter root that is against you
and just will not go away
 See to it that no one is sexually immoral or Godless like Esau
8. Do you have a bitter root against someone else? If so, how can you eradicate that
bitter root?
 Personal
 We are called to forgive others Matthew 6:14-15 (read)
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 Ask God, who has forgiven you to forgive others
 That bitter root may prevent you from sharing God’s grace
9. Read Genesis 25:29-34, 26:34-35, 27:34-40. Do you know people like Esau? If so,
how can their heart be changed?
 Esau was probably a cool guy by worldly standards
o Sounds like a man’s man
o Athletic hunter
o Had several Hittite wives, probably immoral sexually
 So focused on the world that he gave up his spiritual birthright
o People don’t have time for God or for church
o They are successful and well liked
 Only God can change their heart, but you can be a light for them
Lesson: God calls each of us “to see to it that no one misses the grace of God.”
Worship the Unshakeable God
Read Hebrews 12:18-29, Exodus 19:10-25 and Deuteronomy 5:22-26.
10. Hebrews recounts the scene before the giving of the 10 commandments. Compare
Mount Sinai with Mount Zion.
 Exodus (Old Covenant)
o People are told to consecrate themselves today and tomorrow and be
ready on third day
o Lord will come down in sight of all people
o Put limits so that no one goes up the mountain otherwise they will be killed
o Only after ram’s horn has a long blast can they go up.
o Then people stood at foot of mountain which was covered in smoke as
Lord descended in fire
o Whole mountain trembled
o Lord spoke to Moses and called Moses to the top
o Set limits around the mountain and don’t let people go up
o But go down and bring Aaron up
 Deuteronomy
o Lord proclaimed in a loud voice to whole assembly
o Mountain is ablaze with fire
o God has shown His glory and we heard his voice
o A man can live even if God speaks
o We will die if we hear God’s voice and fire will consume us
o What man has heard the voice of God and survived
 Mount Zion (New Covenant)
o Heavenly Jerusalem
o City of the living God
o 1000 and 1000’s of angels in joyful assembly
o Church of the first born whose names are written in heaven (Christians)
o You have come to God, judge of men made perfect by Jesus
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o New covenant
11. What is the warning for those who refuse Him today?
 God judged those at Mount Sinai and they did not escape
 God will judge those today who refuse Him
o Today we have more revelation than they did at Mount Sinai
o How much less will we escape if we refuse today
o That is why our sharing the gospel is so important
o Not everyone goes to heaven as some believe
 The earth and heavens (creation) will be finally shaken so that the heaven that
cannot be shaken remains. Revelation 21 when the new Jerusalem comes
down. 2 Peter 3:10
12. What is the final encouragement for you?
 As a believer I am receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken
 I must be thankful for God’s grace on that
 I must worship God acceptably with reverence and awe
 God is a consuming fire, but for me He is consuming love because of Jesus
Lesson: Believers should worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.
Challenge: How will you encourage others to faith in Jesus Christ this week?
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Love for Others
Read Hebrews 13:1-6
1. What groups of people does the writer encourage us to love?
 Each other means those in their church; Hebrew Christians in this case. We
should love each other in our church as brothers. Not sexual love
 Strangers by entertaining them
 Those in prison = downtrodden people
 Your spouse by honoring your marriage; no divorce
2. How can you follow Abraham’s example described in Genesis 18:1 -15, 19:1?
 Do you have the gift of hospitality
 Do you acknowledge others as fellow humans
 In our fast paced society we tend to ignore people
 We avoid human contact due to the computer and internet
 Perhaps you have entertained an angel???
3. How can the love of money hurt your relationship and love for others?
 Personal
 Causes you to be selfish
 Don’t trust God to provide for you
 Put your security in money rather than God
 Quotes Psalm 118:6,7
Lesson: God calls believers to love others.
Obedience to Authority
Read Hebrews 13:7-19
4. The writer encourages the reader to remember their “leaders who spoke the word of
God” to them. He also calls them to “consider the outcome of their way of life and
imitate their faith.” What points does he make about that word of God?
 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever. He is immutable and
does not change in a changing world
 Since Jesus is the same, don’t be carried away by strange teachings
o Be strengthened by grace
o Don’t fall back to Jewish practices of the Judiazers
o Are you carried away by strange teachings?
 Remember the sacrifice of Jesus in your life. He gave His life for you so you
could go to an enduring city
 Continue to offer God a sacrifice of praise. Do you do that daily?
 Love God he says. But then do good to others (Matthew 22:37-39)
5. How are we to treat our godly leaders? Do you do that? Why or why not?
 Submit to their authority, given by God
 They keep watch over you spiritually as men who must give an account to God
 If you obey them, their work will be a joy for them and not a burden
 Disobedience would be no advantage to you to make their life difficult
 Leader may be:
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o Pastor for sure
o Ministry team leader
o Council member
o Leader of an outside ministry
o Anyone who shares the word of God to you
6. In verses 18-19, the writer asks for prayer. How do you pray for your godly leaders?
 Personal
Lesson: God calls us to obey and pray for our godly leaders.
For God’s Glory
Read Hebrews 13:20-21
7. What attributes of God do you see in these few verses?
 God of peace
 Faithful with eternal covenant
 Eternal = eternal covenant, forever and ever
 Powerful = brought back Jesus from death
 Guide = Jesus leads as a shepherd leads sheep
 Provider = equips us with everything good, doesn’t necessarily mean health and
wealth
 Sovereign = His will
 Person = He works in us
 Good = Provides good
 Righteous = what is pleasing to Him
 Glory
8. For what does the writer pray for the recipients of the letter?
 They be equipped with everything good for doing His will
 He may work in us what is pleasing to Him
9. How are you willing to accept and pray for yourself that prayer from the writer?
 Are you willing to pray that?
 Are you willing to accept what He plans for you and equips you for
 Are you willing to allow Him to work in your life
 Are you willing to do what is pleasing to Him through Jesus?
Lesson: Christians are called to allow God to work in their lives for His pleasure
and glory.
Final Greetings
Read Hebrews 13:22-25
10. How does the writer conclude his letter?
 Brothers, he assumes they are Christians
 But he wants them to move onto maturity
 He wants them to have faith = be sure and be certain
 He could say more, only a short letter
 He knew these people whoever he was
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He knew Timothy who was apparently in jail with Paul during first Roman
imprisonment
 Builder of community by greeting everyone = all God’s people
11. In what ways has this letter to Hebrews encouraged you?
 Move on to maturity
 Continue in faith
 See the perfection of Jesus’ work on the cross
 See the love of God to all men who believe in Him
 Trust in God’s promises
Lesson: Christians are called into community with each other.
Challenge: How will you be encouraged this week to accept and put into practice
God’s Word.

