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What God’s Word says about heaven 
However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has 

conceived” the things God has prepared for those who love him *1 Corinthians 2:9 
heaven IntroductIon 

The Hebrew word for “heavens” is shamayim, it is in a plural form, meaning “heights,” 
“elevations.” It is found in the first verse of the Bible (Genesis 1:1; 2:1). The Bible teaches in the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth, he did not make another heaven after this time. 
The phrase “heavens and earth” are used to indicate the whole universe (Genesis 1:1; Jeremiah 
23:24; Acts 17:24). According to the Jewish tradition from the Bible there were three heavens. 
All are attributed to God as the creator. Psalm 102:25 “Of old You laid the foundation of the 
earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands.” 

There are several other words used in the Hebrew, the word marom is also used (Psalms 68:18; 
93:4; 102:19, etc.) as equivalent to shamayim. Hebrew galgal, literally a “wheel,” is rendered 
“heaven” in Psalms 77:18 (“whirlwind”). Hebrew shahak, is translated “sky” (Deuteronomy 
33:26; Job 37:18; Psalms 18:11), plural “clouds” (Job 35:5; 36:28; Psalms 68:34, “heavens”), 
referring to the firmament.  

The Bible speaks of three heavens not 7 and these are not dimensions. The first being our 
immediate atmosphere, the second is outer space as far as it stretches, and the third is the place 
where God himself dwells. What Jesus called the “Father's house.” 

First heaven - The firmament, Earth’s Atmosphere -which is the immediate sky, where the 
“birds” (Genesis 2:19; 7:3, 23; Psalms 8:8.), “the eagles in the sky” (Lamentations 4:19), it is our 
atmosphere that surrounds the earth.  

Genesis 1:14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to divide the day from 
the night.” The first heaven consists of the clouds and the atmosphere, the heavens above us, 
until we come to the stars. 

Psalm 78:23 “Yet He had commanded the clouds above, and opened the doors of heaven, had 
rained down manna on them to eat, and given them of the bread of heaven.” 

The expression “doors of heaven” or “windows of heaven” involved the firmament, our 
atmosphere. Descriptions used of this heaven is from where God would provide food or rain. 
Genesis 7:11-12: “on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of 
the heavens were opened. And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights...” Genesis 8:2: 
“The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, and the rain from 
heaven was restrained” Malachi 3:10 Says the LORD of hosts, “If I will not open for you the 
windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room enough to 
receive it.” In reference to an abundant harvest of crops.” 

Deuteronomy 11:17 “Then the LORD's anger will burn against you, and he will shut the heavens 
so that it will not rain and the ground will yield no produce....” Deuteronomy 28:12: “The LORD  
will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to 
bless all the work of your hands.”  
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conceived” the things God has prepared for those who love him *1 Corinthians 2:9 
heaven IntroductIon 

Second Heaven - Outer Space, the starry heavens (Deuteronomy 17:3; Jeremiah 8:2; Matthew 
24:29).  

The second heaven is the starry heavens, where our atmosphere ends. It is the heavens in which 
the sun, moon, and stars are fixed in orbit. The stars are seemingly endless and the distance 
between all of them is staggering no wonder the Bible states Psalm 19:1 “The heavens declare 
the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.” In ancient times people were in awe 
of the starry expanse, today we know how immense this really is. 

The firmament, or expanse, raqiya` “In which the sun, moon, stars, and constellations are fixed.” 
Genesis 1:17: And God placed them in the Firmament of heaven. Isaiah 40:22: “He sits 
enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the 
heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.”(Psalm 19:4, 6) - “In the 
heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun... It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit 
to the other;...” (Jeremiah 8:2) - They will be exposed to the sun and the moon and all the stars of 
the heavens which they have loved and served....”  

Third Heaven - This is where God and the holy angels (and creatures) and spirits of just men 
dwell. It is called “The heaven of heavens,” (Deuteronomy 10:14; 1 Kings 8:27; Psalms 115:16; 
148:4). (1Kings 8:27) - “The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you.” (Psalm 2:4) 
The One enthroned in heaven laughs; The LORD scoffs at them.”  

The third heaven is beyond the space and stars. Where no man has seen by telescope. This 
heaven is the dwelling-place of God, to which Paul was taken, and whose wonders he was 
permitted to behold-this region where God dwells. 

It is specifically named “the third heaven” by Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:2. Paul mentions being 
caught up to paradise in 2 Corinthians 12:4, the word “paradise” describes a different facet of 
“the third heaven.”  

“2 Corinthians 12:4 The word “paradise” paradeisos occurs but three times in the New 
Testament; Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians 12:4; Revelation 2:7. It occurs often in the Septuagint, as 
the translation of the word “garden”; Genesis 2:8-10,15-16; 3:1-3,8,16,23-24; 13:10; Numbers 
24:6; Isaiah 51:3; Ezekiel 28:13; 31:8-9; Joel 2:3. And also Isaiah 1:30; Jeremiah 29:5; and of 
the word pardeec in Nehemiah 2:8; Ecclesiastes 2:5; Song of Solomon 2:13”. 

Hebrews 4:14 “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the 
heavens, (Jesus ascended to the place he was before he became man) Hebrews 7:26 “For such a 
High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has 
become higher than the heavens” meaning he is more important than the dwelling place of God 
and angels. Hebrews 8:1 as our high Priest, He “is seated at the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in the heavens.” 
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The word “heavens” is also used for visions or a spiritual event. Stephen said, “Look! I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” (Acts 7:56) Mark 1:10 
When Jesus was baptized “He saw the heavens parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a 
dove.” 

The term heaven is used in a metaphor Isaiah 14:13, 14; “doors of heaven” (Psalms 78:23); 
heaven “shut” (1 Kings 8:35); “opened” (Ezekiel 1:1). (The “kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 
25:1; James 2:5). The “eternal kingdom” (2 Peter 1:11).The “eternal inheritance” (1 Peter 1:4; 
Hebrews 9:15). The “better country” (Hebrews 11:14, 16).  

Heaven is the abode of the righteous who are in possession of “everlasting life,” “an eternal 
glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17), where they are delivered from all sufferings forever, a deliverance 
from all evils (2 Corinthians 5:1, 2). Christ calls it his “Father's house” (John 14:2), also 
“paradise” (Luke 23:43).  

2 Corinthians 12:4; Revelation 2:7). It is the location of “The heavenly Jerusalem” before it 
comes to earth (Galatians 4:26; Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 3:12).  

In the light of Heaven, everything we do and everything we experience takes on two new 
meanings. On the one hand, everything becomes infinitely more important, more serious, more 
weighted with glory than before. If we are practicing only for a casual pastime, our practice is 
not terribly important, but if we are practicing for the world championship, it is. On the other 
hand, Heaven makes everything earthly seem light and trivial by comparison. Saint Theresa says 
that the most horrible, suffering-filled life on Earth, looked at from Heaven, will seem no more 
than a night in an inconvenient hotel. Saints and martyrs know the value of this life and this 
world; they love it because God loves it. But they lightly give it all up for Heaven. Heavenly 
light gives us not only "an eternal glory," but at the same time a lightsome spirit. Heaven is the 
inheritance of all believers where there is “fullness of joy,” everlasting blessedness. The “place, 
of our inheritance where Jesus went ahead to “prepare” for us (John 14:2) that we may be with 
him, where he is. Oh the wonder of heaven! What confident anticipation supports our hope.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What God’s Word says about heaven 
However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has 

conceived” the things God has prepared for those who love him *1 Corinthians 2:9 
Lesson 1-What Is heaven 

God’s Dwelling Place 
Read 1 Kings 8:30, 42-43; Ecclesiastes 5:2; Psalm 33:13; Matthew 6:9; Romans 1:18  
 
1. What does God do as He dwells in Heaven? 
 
 
 
2. What do you learn about reverence for God from these verses? 
 
 
 
3. What do you need to change to be more reverent towards God in His dwelling place? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
God’s Sanctuary 
Read Psalm 68:32-35; Psalm 102:19; Hebrews 8:2; Revelation 15:5 
 
4. What happens in God’s heavenly sanctuary? 
 
 
 
 
5. How does our Earthly sanctuary reflect Heaven’s sanctuary? 
 
 

 
6. What can you do to take care of God’s inner sanctuary in you, your heart? (See Romans 12:1-
2) 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 1-What Is heaven 

 
Where God’s Throne Is 
Read 1 Kings 22:19; Psalm 2:4; Psalm 103:19; Isaiah 63:15; Revelation 4:1-6 
 
7. What do you learn about God’s throne from these verses? 
 
 
 
 
8. What is Jesus doing from His throne? What will Jesus do from His throne? (See Psalm 89:4, 
Romans 8:34; Matthew 25: 31-32; 26:63-64; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Revelation 20) 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Where Christ Ascended 
Read Acts 1:1-11; Mark 16:19; Luke 24:50-51; Hebrews 9:24 
 
9. What is the significance of Jesus’ ascension? (See Ephesians 1:20-23; Hebrews 4:14-16) 
 
 
 
10. What stands out to you about Jesus’ ascension to Heaven? 
 
 
 
 
11. What does Jesus’ ascension mean to you personally? (See Ephesians 4:7-16; John 14:2-3) 
 
 
  
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge: Allow the Lamb on the throne to be your Shepherd, He will lead 
you to springs of living water! 

 
 
 
 



What God’s Word says about heaven 
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Lesson 2- What God does from heaven 

 
Last week we were introduced to the 3 Heavens, and learned that Heaven is God’s dwelling 
place, and His sanctuary, where God’s throne is, and where Jesus ascended to at the end of His 
Earthly ministry. Today we begin to look at what God does from Heaven, by looking at His 
talking to, and listening to His people, God also reigns from Heaven, and blesses His people.    
 
Talks And Listens To People 
Read Genesis 17:1-22; Exodus 20:1-25; Matthew 3:16-17, 17:1-8; John 12:27-30; Nehemiah 
9:27-28; Psalm 66:16-20; 1 John 5:14-15  
 
1. What stands out to you from the times God spoke audibly to people? 
 
 
 
2. What stands out to you from the times God listens or hears His people? 
 
 
 
3. What are you doing to actively listen for God’s voice? (See 1 Kings 19:11-13; Isaiah 55:3; 
Romans 10:17) 
 
 
 
4. What could you do to speak with more reverence and fear before God? (See Proverbs 1:7; 
Ephesians 5:17-20; Hebrews 4:15-16, 5:7)  
 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
God Reigns 
Read Psalm 47:8, 93:1, 99:1-3; 1 Timothy 1:17, 6:16; Revelation 5:13, 11:15  
 
5. What does it mean to say God reigns? 
 
 
  
6. How are you comforted knowing that God reigns in the world? 
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Lesson 2- What God does from heaven 

 
7. With all of the bad in the world, how do you know God still reigns? How do you relate that to 
those hurting in this world? (See Psalm 51:4; Malachi 2:17; 1 Peter 1:3-7) 
 
 
 
 
8. What idols do you allow to reign in your life? What can you do to put God back in His rightful 
place? 
 
 
  
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
God Blesses 
Read Numbers 6:22-27; Deuteronomy 26:15; Psalm 67:6-7; Malachi 3:6-12; Luke 6:38; 
John 6:51; 2 Corinthians 9:8-9; James 1:17 
 
9. From these verses, who & why does God bless from Heaven?  
 
 
10. Do God’s blessings from Heaven always mean a trouble-free life? Explain your answer, 
using any scripture verses you know. 
 
 
 
11. What must people do to receive God’s blessings from Heaven? 
 
 
   
12. What are you doing to seek God’s blessings from Heaven in your life? 
 
 
 
 
Lessson:___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Challenge: This week reflect the blessings, and goodness given you by The 
King on High, Lord God Almighty! 
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Lesson 3-our reLatIonshIp to heaven  

 
Last week we discussed what God does from Heaven, He talks and listens to people, He Reigns, 
and blesses His people. Today we will talk about our relationship to Heaven, in how we can 
enter, in having faith in Jesus alone, and be born again, and also the only place where eternal 
treasures are secured.  
 
Have Faith In Jesus Alone 
Read Isaiah 53:10-12; John 3:16-18, 14:5-7; Acts 4:10-12; Romans 10:9-10; Ephesians 2:8-
9; Philippians 3:20-21; Hebrews 7:24-27; Revelation 22:12-16 
 
1. Approximately 750 years before Jesus came and died on the cross, Isaiah wrote “made 
intercession for the transgressors.” What does that tell you about God, and the reliability of His 
word, the Bible? 
 
 
2. Many people in the world today question that Jesus is the only way to Heaven, How would 
you respond to them? (See Luke 19:10; John 14:1-6; Romans 3:23; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; 
Hebrews 10:1-18)  
 
 
 
3. What does faith in Jesus mean? How might someone know if they have true, life-saving, faith 
in Jesus? Use any scripture you know to answer. 
 
 
 
4. What are you doing to seek God, and grow nearer to Jesus in faith? What could you do better, 
or more of? 
 
 
  
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Must Be Born Again 
Read John 1:12-13, 3:1-8; Colossians 2:11-14; 1 Peter 1:3-4, 22-25; Titus 3:5 
 
5. How is someone born again? 
 
 

 
6. Why would it be necessary to be born again to enter Heaven? Use any scripture you know to 
answer. 
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Lesson 3-our reLatIonshIp to heaven  

 
7. Many point to John 3:5 to say baptism is necessary to be born again. Do you feel this is true? 
Explain, using any scripture you know. 
 
 
 
8. Knowing that as we share our testimonies, we bare testimony to Jesus, won’t you share your 
re-birth experience? 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 

 
Where We Lay Up Treasures 
Read Malachi 3:10; Matthew 6:19-21, 19:16-22; Luke 12:33-34; Colossians 3:23-24; 
Hebrews 11:25-26; James 2:5  
 
9. What treasures are amassed on Earth? What treasures are amassed in Heaven? (See Psalm 
103:3-5 & James 1:12) 
 
  
10. What happens to the treasure that are amassed on Earth? What happens to the treasures that 
are amassed in Heaven? (See Ecclesiastes 2:21; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15)  
 
 
 
 
11. How do we lay up treasures on Earth? How do we lay up treasures in Heaven? (See 1 
Corinthians 3:10-15) 
 
 
   
12. What treasures are you laying up on Earth? What treasures are you laying up in Heaven? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Challenge: Live life like someone who has a living hope, because you do!  
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Lesson 4-aspects of present heaven 

 
Last week we studied man’s relationship to Heaven, in the ways people enter into Heaven, like, 
they must have faith in only Jesus, and be born again, and Heaven is the place where we lay up 
treasures. This morning we will discuss the aspects of present Heaven, such as Jesus is at God’s 
right hand, war is currently happening, and as unpleasant as it may be, ultimately God’s wrath 
will be sent from there. 
 
Jesus Is At God’s Right Hand 
Read Psalm 110:1-7; Luke 22:67-71; Acts 7:55-56; Ephesians 1:18-23; 1 Peter 3:21-22 
 
1. What is the significance of Jesus at God’s right hand in each of these verses?  
 
Exodus 15:6:  
 
Exodus 15:12:  
 
Psalm 17:7:  
 
Psalm 20:6:  
 
Psalm 89:13:  
 
Psalm 138:7:  
 
Isaiah 48:13:  
 
2. What work does Jesus do from God’s right hand? 
 
 
3. What does knowing that Jesus is at God’s right hand mean for believers? 
 
 
4. What are you doing in submission to our Lord at God’s right hand? What could you better do 
in submission? 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
War Occurs There 
Read Job 1:6-12; Daniel 10:10-14 Ephesians 6:10-13; Revelation 12:7-12  
 
5. What are the parts of the “full armor of God”, and what does each represent? Which piece 
interests you the most? Why? (See Ephesians 6:14-17) 
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However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has 

conceived” the things God has prepared for those who love him *1 Corinthians 2:9 
Lesson 4-aspects of present heaven 

 
6. When was the war in 3rd Heaven decided? What happened afterward? (See Luke 10:18; Isaiah 
14:12; Ephesians 2:1-10; 1 Peter 5:8) 
 
 
 
7. Do you think Satan is right, about what he said to God in Job 1:9-11, can one still love God 
when all outward signs of God's care and protection have gone away? Do we (you) follow God 
for what is in it for us (you), or do we (you) truly love God? Explain your answer. 
 
 
8. How does knowing the war in Heaven is over, but the battles on Earth continue today for 
souls, and Satan is plotting against you, affect your faith? How will it affect your witness to 
others? 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
God’s Wrath Comes From Heaven 
Read Genesis 6:1-13, 7:11-24; Deuteronomy 9:7-21; Ezekiel 25:17; Romans 1:18-20, 2:5, 8-
9, 5:9; John 3:35-36; Revelation 19:11-16 
 
9. How does someone arouse God’s wrath? (See also Luke 12:9-10) 
 
 
 
10. How does someone avoid God’s wrath? Use any scripture you know 
 
 
  
11. What is the difference between Godly testing, and God’s wrath? (See also Hebrews 12:4-6; 1 
Peter 4:12-19) 
 

 
12. Why does God, who is love, have to reveal His wrath? How are you preparing to escape 
God’s wrath? (See also 1 Corinthians 3:7-21)   
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge: Praise God, His love endures forever!! 
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conceived” the things God has prepared for those who love him *1 Corinthians 2:9 
Lesson 5- What heaven WILL be LIke  

 
Last week we talked about the aspects of present Heaven like, Jesus is at God’s right hand war 
has occurred there, and continues on Earth today, and God’s wrath will come from there. Now, 
we will delve in to more pleasant discussions of what new Heaven is going to be like. It will be 
free from sin, death, and sorrow, it is eternal, and indescribably beautiful. 
 
Free From Sin, Death, & Sorrow 
Read Psalm 30:3-5; Isaiah 25:7-9; 35:3-10; John 11:24-26; 1 Peter 1:1-9; Revelation 21:4, 
27 
 
1. Some may argue that Satan sinned in Heaven, and Adam, and Eve sinned in the Garden of 
Eden, both formerly sinless states created by God, so how can we know that Heaven, and will be 
sinless? What do you say to this?  Use any scripture to explain your answer. 
 
 
  
2. What do you imagine life in Heaven will be like, with no sin, death or sorrow? Use any 
scripture to answer. 
 
 
 
3. How can you be sure that there is no death in Heaven? Use any scripture. 
 

 
 
4. What is our rejoicing based on? When do we/ you tend to rejoice more than other times? 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Righteous New Heaven 
Read Psalm 71:19-21; Matthew 6:31-34; Romans 3:9-26; Ephesians 4:22-24; Galatians 
2:20-21; 2 Peter 3:13; 1 John 1:9 
 
5. What is the definition of Righteousness? How can anyone hope to be righteous? Use any 
scripture to answer. 
 
 
 
6. When does eternity begin for believers? When are believers made righteous? How do you 
know? 
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Lesson 5- What heaven WILL be LIke 

 
7. How are believers to seek after God’s Kingdom, and His righteousness?  
 

 
 

8. How are you living out your eternity in righteousness, right now? (See Hebrews 11:1-40) 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
      
Beautiful New Heaven 
Read Psalm 27:1; John 12:35-37; Revelation 21:15-27 
  
9. How does the Bible describe the light of God? (Use any scripture) 
 
 
 
 
10. When have you experienced earthly darkness? 
 
 
 
 
11. What does the gold of Heaven recall? What do the precious stones of the foundation recall? 
What lesson do you get from these recollections? 
 
 
 
 
 
12. What are you looking forward to in Heaven? 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Challenge: Enjoy life as a child of God, despite all the trials, Heaven awaits!!! 

 
 



What God’s Word says about heaven 
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Lesson 6-heLL 

Over the past five weeks we learned what God’s word says about Heaven, However, we cannot 
end our study without first understanding Heaven’s opposite, Hell, in Hebrew Sheol (grave), or 
Greek Hades, which, as a subject, is mentioned more times in the Bible than Heaven. This 
morning we will find that Hell is real, and is a place of punishment, and there are hints of Hell in 
the Old Testament, and the New Testament gives us some frightening descriptions as well. May 
the reality of what we learn today, stir in us an urgency to share the gospel with everyone!   
 
A Place of Punishment 
Read 2 Peter 2:1-21; Revelation 14:9-11; Matthew 10:11-15; Revelation 21:8 
 
1. Who do these verses say will endure eternal punishment in Hell? 
 
 
2. What aspects makes Hell a place of punishment? Use any verses you may know. 
 
 
  
3. How can a God of love, send people to such a place as Hell to be punished forever? (See 2 
Thessalonians 1:8-9, Luke 19:10, John 3:17-21, 2 Peter 3:9) 
 
 
   
4. What is the believer’s call to help people avoid eternal punishment? What are you doing to 
help those you know & love? 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Hints Of Hell In The Old Testament 
Read Deuteronomy 32:22; Psalm 49:10-15; Job 24:21-24; Isaiah 14:15, 66:24; Daniel 12:2 
 
5. Was Hell a part of what God intended from the beginning of His creation? How do you know?  
Use any scripture you know to support your answer. 
 
  

 
6. How do these Old Testament verses hint at Hell? 
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Lesson 6-heLL 

 
7. What is revealed about God from the hints of Hell in the Old Testament? 
 
 
8. What does God’s wrath, from the Old Testament, reveal to you about those destined for hell? 
How does this motivate you to tell others about Jesus? (See Ezekiel 20:33-38) 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 

 
Descriptions Of Hell In The New Testament 
Read Matthew 8:12, 10:28, 18:8; Luke 16:23; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-9; Jude 6, 7, 13; 
Revelation 20:15, 21:8  
 
9. How does the New Testament describe Hell? 
 
 
 
   
10. How do these descriptions move you to confess & repent of your sins, and draw near to God?   
 
 
 
11. How do these verses give you a picture of how serious God takes sin? See Ezekiel 33:11 
 
 

 
12. Do you know someone who needs to know that Hell is real, and indescribably miserable? 
What are you going to do about it? 
 
  
 
 
 
Lesson:____________________________________________________________ 

 
Challenge: How will you express to others that all the powers of Hell will 
never conquer the church that Jesus Christ has established? 


