The Great

Story

“For
For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.” John 3:16

The Great Story
Lesson Plan
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.” John 3:16

Lesson
1

2

3

4

5
6

Subject
Great Book
1. God’s Word
2. Bible’s Contents
3. Bible’s Relevance
Great Beginning
1. God’s Creation
2. God’s Divine Nature
3. God’s Word
4. God’s Trinity
Great Fall
1. Great Sin: Adam and Eve
2. Great Wickedness: Evil Men
3. Great Promise: Noah
4. Great Separation: All men
Great Promises
1. Great Promises to Abraham
2. Great Promises to Moses
3. Great Promises to David
4. Great Promises to all
People: Messiah Foretold
Great Savior and Lord
1. Great Savior
2. Great Lord
Great Decision
1. God’s Great Gift of Jesus
2. God’s Great Transformation
3. God’s Great Glory

Key Question
What is the
Bible?

Key Bible Passage
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Who is God?

Genesis 1-2

Who are You?

Genesis 3

What has God
Promised?

Isaiah 42:1-9

Who is Jesus?
Luke 19:10
John 1:1-2, 14
What is your
response?

Romans 10:9
1 John 1:9
John 3:16

The Great Story
Great Book
What is the Bible?
Lesson 1
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.” John 3:16

The Bible is a “book of books” containing 66 different books written over 1,500 years but
telling one story from before creation (Genesis) and ending with the close of human
history (Revelation).
God’s Word
1. What do you learn from the table of contents?
2. Who wrote the Bible? See 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and Hebrews 6:18.
Summary: The 66 books of the Bible were penned by 40 authors over 1,500 years
and inspired by God.
3. What is the Bible’s story?
a. What does Genesis 1:1-3 and Colossians 1:17 tell you?
b. What happened in Genesis 3:1-24?
c. How did God fix the problem? See John 3:16.
Summary: “God made it. We broke it. Jesus fixed it.”
4. Many people have questions about the Bible such as: Is the Bible reliable? Do
different versions of the Bible disagree? Has the Bible changed over the years?
What are your questions about the Bible?

Summary: The Bible has not changed over the years and is true.
5. The Bible, or portions of it, has been translated from ancient texts into at least 2,800
different languages and versions. What is your version (look in the preface of your
Bible)?

Summary: God wants all people to read and know His word.
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Bible’s Contents
6. What are some helpful features that your Bible may have?
7. Go to the table of contents and see that the Bible is divided into Old Testament and
New Testament. The Old Testament explains the history and faith of the Jewish
people who are God’s chosen people who rejected God by sinning time and time
again. What do you know about the following Old Testament books?
a. Five books of the Law

b. Twelve books of Israel’s history from Joshua to Esther

c. Five books of Wisdom and Poetry: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and
Song of Songs

d. Five Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel
which are lengthy books

e. Twelve Minor Prophets: Hoseah, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah,
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi

Summary: The Old Testament explains how God offered His grace to sinning
people through a future Messiah, Jesus Christ.
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8. The New Testament describes the history and purpose of Jesus’ birth, ministry,
death and resurrection as well as the history and purpose of His followers. What do
you know about each of the following books?
a. Five Books of History

b. Twenty-one Epistles or letters from the apostles to churches and individuals

c. One Prophecy: Revelation

Summary: The New Testament describes how Jesus came to seek and save lost
people. (Luke 19:10 and John 3:16)
Bible’s Relevance
7. Why should we read and study the Bible?

Summary: The Bible reveals how to love God and others.
8. How should we study the Bible?

Summary: Ask God to teach you the Bible daily.
Challenge: Will you put God first this week by spending time with Him in prayer
and His Bible?

The Great Story
Great Beginning
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“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.” John 3:16

In the previous lesson we learned that the Bible contains 66 books penned by 40
authors over 1,500 years and inspired by God. The Bible is God’s Word, it is true, and it
reveals God to us. In this lesson we will use the Bible to begin to understand who God
is. Understanding Him is an eternity-long study.
God’s Creation
Read Genesis 1-2.
1. What did God create?
2. What did God do after creation? Read Colossians 1:17 and Hebrews 1:3.
Summary: God is the creator and sustainer of all things.
3. What additional information do the following verses tell you about God’s works and
how He sustains His creation?
a. Deuteronomy 9:29
b. Psalm 145:3
c. Matthew 19:26
Summary: God can do anything (all powerful) and can make all things.
d. Psalm 145:17
e. Romans 8:28
Summary: God is good to you all the time and His creation is good.
f. Isaiah 40:10, 18-26
g. 2 Samuel 7:22
Summary: Like it or not God is in charge of all things including His
creation (sovereign).
h. Deuteronomy 7:9
i. John 3:16-18
j. 1 John 4:8
Summary: God is Love and Loves His creation.
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God’s Divine Nature
4. What do the following verses tell you about God’s Divine Nature?
a. Leviticus 11:44
b. Isaiah 6:3-5
c. Exodus 15:11
Summary: God is Holy (set apart) and deserves worship.
d. 1 Timothy 1:17
e. 1 Timothy 6:16
f. Psalm 90:2
g. 1 Kings 8:27
Summary: God is infinitely big and without beginning or end (eternal).
h. Psalm 147:4-5
i. John 10:14
j. Matthew 10:29-30
Summary: God knows everything and He knows you (all knowing).
k. Psalm 139:7-17
l. Matthew 28:20
m. Hebrews 13:5
Summary: God is always there for you and is inescapable (ever present).
n. Malachi 3:6
o. Hebrews 13:8
Summary: God is the same in the Old Testament and the New Testament
(unchanging).
God’s Word
5. What do the following verses tell you about God’s Word, the Bible?
a. Deuteronomy 7:9
b. Deuteronomy 32:4
c. Hebrews 6:18
d. 2 Timothy 3:16
Summary: God’s Words are true and perfect.
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Read Deuteronomy 29:29.
6. God has graciously revealed Himself to us through the Bible. What does
Deuteronomy 29:29 tell you about God’s revelation of Himself to men?

Summary: God has revealed many, but not all, things about Himself through the
Bible.
God’s Trinity
7. The one true God is often described in three personalities (Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit) and is referred to as the Trinity. How do the following verses help you to
understand the Trinity?
a. Genesis 1:2, 26
b. Deuteronomy 6:4
c. Matthew 28:19
d. Matthew 3:16-17
e. John 1:1-14
f. Romans 5:5-6
Summary: The one true God exists in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
8. What truths about God are easy for you to understand and believe? What truths are
hard for you to understand and believe?

Challenge: How will you find out more truth about God?

The Great Story
Great Fall
Who are You?
Lesson 3
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.” John 3:16

In the last lesson we began to discover who God is, knowing that is a life-long study.
We learned that He is the creator and sustainer of all things, He has a divine nature
unique to Himself, and His Word is true. We also discovered that God exists in three
Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This time we will discover who we are and how
all of us fell into sin.
Great Fall: Adam and Eve
Read Genesis 3:1-23.
1. In the last lesson we learned that God created man and women in His image, and
they were good. How were the man and woman tempted? See Genesis 3:1-5.

2. How did the man and woman respond to the temptation and what was the result?
See Genesis 3:6-13.

3. What were the results of this first sin for each of them? See Genesis 3:14-23.
a. Serpent
b. Eve
c. Adam
4. How did God provide for Adam and Eve?

5. What do you learn from this first sin, and how does it apply to you?

Summary: My ancestor, Adam, passed on a sin nature to me.
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Great Wickedness: Evil Men
Read Genesis 6:5-14.
6. Why did God decide to destroy all life on earth?

7. Why did God select Noah to build an Ark?
Summary: God hates sin.
Great Promise: Noah
Read Genesis 9:1-17.
8. Genesis 6:15-8:22 describes the building of the ark, God’s gathering of animals to
the ark, the flood, the receding of the flood and Noah’s coming out of the ark. What
commands and promises are listed in Genesis 9:1-17?

Summary: God loves the world.
Great Separation: All Men
Read Romans 3:9-24.
9. How would you define righteous, and is anyone righteous before God? See
Romans 6:23.

10. Adam, Noah, and all people (including you) are sinners. How has God provided for
sinners?
a. Adam
b. Noah
c. All people. See John 3:16-18.
11. What do you learn about yourself and God?

Summary: You have sinned, but God has provided a Savior, Jesus Christ, to
save you from destruction.
Challenge: How will you acknowledge and confess your sins to Jesus this week?
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In the previous lesson we discovered that all of us are sinners and that our sin
separates us from God. But we also learned that God loves sinners and has a plan to
save us from destruction. After seeing God’s gracious promise to Noah last time, we will
now learn about God’s promises to Abraham, Moses, David, and consequently to all
people.
Great Promises to Abraham
Read Genesis 12:1-5, 22:17-18.
Abraham, initially known as Abram, lived about 2000 BC, and is known as the father of
the Jewish nation. God called him out of Ur (Mesopotamia) to a new land (Canaan).
Although he was childless, God promised him numerous offspring and gave him his first
son, Isaac, when he was 100 and his wife, Sarah, was 80, well beyond child bearing.
Even though Abraham was a sinner, he “believed God and it was credited to him as
righteousness.”
1. What commands did God give to Abraham (Abram), and how did Abram respond?
2. List the promises God made to Abraham?
3. God promised that all people on earth would be blessed through Abraham (Genesis
22:17-18. How has that promise come true? See Matthew 1:1-2, 16-17 for help.
Summary: God promises to bless all people through Abraham’s descendant.
Great Promises to Moses
Read Exodus 20:1-21 and Deuteronomy 29.
At God’s direction, Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt in about 1446BC. Because of
the unbelief and rebellion of the Israelite people, God caused them to remain in the
desert for 40 years before they were able to enter the land that God promised to them.
Moses was truly a servant of God but was not without sin.
4. What is the theme of the first five commandments (Exodus 20:3-11) and the last five
commandments (Exodus 20:12-17)? See Matthew 22:34-40.
5. What promise does God make to those who hate Him and to those who love Him in
Exodus 20?
6. How was God’s covenant confirmed by Moses in Deuteronomy 29?
Summary: God promises to bless those who obey Him.
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Great Promises to David
Read Psalm 23 and 2 Samuel 7:12-13.
David was the second king of Israel, reigning about 1,000BC, and is remembered for
defeating Goliath and the enemies surrounding Israel. He is described in 1 Samuel as
“a man after God’s own heart”, and he wrote many of the Psalms. However, he sinned
by committing adultery and murder.
7. After reading Psalm 23, what did God promise to David?

8. What does the Lord promise David in 2 Samuel 7:12-13?

Summary: God will establish an eternal Kingdom through David’s line.
Great Promises to all People: Messiah Foretold
Read Isaiah 42:1-9.
Jesus is referred to as the Messiah (Christ) at least 74 times in The New Testament.
See John 1:41 and John 4:25 as examples. More than 1,000 years before Jesus came,
the Old Testament writers clearly looked forward to a Coming King and Redeemer,
predicting and prophesying His coming. Jeremiah 23:5-6, 31:31-34 and Isaiah 7:14,
9:1-7 predict His coming. Psalm 22 and Isaiah 52:13-53:12 predict His death on the
cross. Psalm 16 predicts His resurrection. These verses are only a few of the many Old
Testament prophecies about Jesus.
9. Notice that Jeremiah 23:5-6 repeats God’s promise to David in 2 Samuel 7:12-13.
How is Jesus described in these verses?

10. How does Isaiah look forward to the coming Messiah (Jesus) in verses 42:1-9?

11. Isaiah 7:14 promises that the “virgin will be with child and give birth to a son.” Isaiah
9:6-7 promises that “to us a child is born, to us a son is given.” How have these
promises been fulfilled?

12. Read Jeremiah 31:31-34. How do those promises apply to you?
Summary: God promised and delivered a saving Messiah to all people.
Challenge: How will you be encouraged by the truth of God’s promises?
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Last time we explored God’s promises to Old Testament characters: Abraham, Moses,
and David. We saw that those promises applied to all people and pointed to a future
Messiah or Christ, as a Savior for sinners. This lesson demonstrates that God fulfilled
His promises through Jesus, who is our Great Savior and Great Lord. Jesus “came to
seek and save what was lost (Luke 19:10).”
Great Prediction of Savior
Read Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7 and Luke 1:26-56.
1. Remember that Isaiah was written about 700 years before Jesus’ birth. What
similarities do you see between the Isaiah and Luke passages?

2. How do you think Mary felt?
Great Birth
Read Luke 2:1-20.
3. In what way was Jesus’ birth a great birth?

Great Ministry
Read Luke 4:14-21 and 19:10.
4. What is Jesus’ great ministry?

5. What is the significance of Luke 19:10?

Great Death and Resurrection
Read John 19:1-20:31.
6. What do you learn about Pilate’s sentencing of Jesus as described in John 19:1-16?

7. What Old Testament scripture prophecies were fulfilled during Jesus’ crucifixion and
death according to John 19:16b-37?

8. Did Jesus really die? Give the verses to support your answer.

The Great Story
Great Savior and Lord
Who is Jesus?
Lesson 5
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.” John 3:16

9. What is the evidence that Jesus rose from the dead?

10. What is the significance of Jesus’ resurrection?

Summary: Jesus was born to seek and save lost sinners by dying on a cross and
raising from the dead.
Great Lord
Read Acts 1:1-11.
11. What happened after Jesus’ resurrection? What will happen that is future to us?

Read John 1:1-4, 14 and 18.
12. These verses use “Word” to describe Jesus. What do they tell you about Jesus?

13. What does it mean that “Jesus is Lord?” See John 14:6, 20:28 and Acts 10:36.

Summary: Jesus is the One and Only Lord.
Challenge: Is Jesus your Savior and Lord? Why or why not?
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In the last lesson, we discovered that Jesus is the Promised Savior for all people and
that He is Lord of all. In this lesson, the Bible will explain how to respond to the truth
about Jesus. Your response to Jesus is the most critical decision you will ever make
because the consequences are eternal. Will you have the joy of spending eternity with
Jesus or will you have the pain and sorrow of eternal loss because your sin remains?
God’s Great Gift of Jesus
Read John 3:16-18 and Ephesians 2:1-9.
1. As we have learned all, people are born sinners and are separated from God and by
nature under His wrath. What amazing gift has God given to sinners?
2. How is God’s gift of grace received? See Romans 10:9-10 and 1 John 1:8-10.

3. “Read John 14:1-6.
a. Does God’s Word give any other way besides Jesus to receive God’s gift of
grace?
b. Why is Jesus the only way according to the Bible?
4. What are the consequences of not accepting God’s gift? See John 3:18 and
Matthew 25:30.

5. Once you have God’s gift can you lose it? See John 10:28-29.

Summary: Accepting Jesus is the most important decision you will ever make
because it determines your eternal destiny.
God’s Great Transformation by the Holy Spirit
Read John 16:5-15.
6. Once we are saved, heaven is our eternal destiny. But God has a purpose for us
while we are still on earth.
a. What is God’s overall purpose for the believer? See Romans 8:29 and 1
Corinthians 10:31.
b. How is the believer transformed?
7. What is the evidence of a believer’s transformation:
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a. In regards to sin? See Romans 7:15-23.

b. In regards to love? See Matthew 22:37-39.

c. In regards to good works? See Ephesians 2:10 and James 2:14-26.

8. How will you respond to the Holy Spirit living in you?

Summary: Believing in Jesus allows you to be transformed by the Holy Spirit.
God’s Great Glory in Heaven
Read John 3:16 and 14:2-6.
9. In John 3:16, God promises eternal life with Him. How will you respond to the truth
of eternal life? See 1 Corinthians 15:12-22.

10. In John 14:2-3, Jesus promises that “In my Father’s house there are many rooms”
and He is going to “prepare a place for you.” He also says that He “will come back
to be and take you to be with me.” Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 and 1
Thessalonians 4:13-18. How do those verses encourage your response to Jesus?

Summary: Jesus promises believers eternal life with Him. You can count on it.
Challenge: What will be your daily response to Jesus for the rest of your eternal
life?

