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The Great Story 
Lesson Plan 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 

 

Lesson Subject Key Question Key Bible Passage 
1 Great Book 

1. God’s Word 
2. Bible’s Contents 
3. Bible’s Relevance 

What is the 
Bible? 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

2 Great Beginning 
1. God’s Creation 
2. God’s Divine Nature 
3. God’s Word 
4. God’s Trinity 

Who is God? Genesis 1-2 
 

3 Great Fall 
1. Great Sin:  Adam and Eve 
2. Great Wickedness:  Evil Men 
3. Great Promise:  Noah 
4. Great Separation:  All men 

Who are You? Genesis 3 

4 Great Promises 
1. Great Promises to Abraham 
2. Great Promises to Moses 
3. Great Promises to David 
4. Great Promises to all 

People:  Messiah Foretold 

What has God 
Promised? 

Isaiah 42:1-9 

5 Great Savior and Lord   
1. Great Savior 
2. Great Lord 

Who is Jesus? 
 
 

 
Luke 19:10 
John 1:1-2, 14 

6 Great Decision 
1. God’s Great Gift of Jesus 
2. God’s Great Transformation 
3. God’s Great Glory 

What is your 
response? 
 

 
Romans 10:9 
1 John 1:9 
John 3:16 
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The Bible is a “book of books” containing 66 different books written over 1,500 years but 
telling one story from before creation (Genesis) and ending with the close of human 
history (Revelation). 
 
God’s Word 
1. What do you learn from the table of contents? 

 Made of many smaller books 
o Sixty-six books 
o Two parts 

 Old Testament (1400BC through about 430BC) – 39 books 
 New Testament (about 50AD through about 90AD) -27 books 

 The Bible is the content of the Christian faith 
 The Bible is the objective standard by which all other claims to truth are 

measured 
 The Bible is God’s Word and revelation of Himself 

o Every book in the Bible has its place in the overall message 
o Bible is consistent and without errors 
o Bible has no contradictions 

2. Who wrote the Bible?  See 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and Hebrews 6:18. 
 God wrote it and cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18) 
 Penned by people chosen by God and inspired by Holy Spirit 
 God superintended human authors  

o Those people used their own writing styles and personalities 
o But they recorded exactly what God intended 
o 40 different authors over 1500 years 
o Written in three languages:  Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic on three continents 
o Diverse people 

 Jews, and gentiles (non-Jews) 
 Educated and not educated 
 Shepherds, priests, kings, judges, prophets, poets, philosophers, 

farmers, fishermen, teachers, a physician, rabbi, tax collector and 
two carpenters 

o But all had God’s Word breathed out and interwoven into a unified whole, 
with one plan and one purpose 

o When you begin to read and understand the Bible you will see how unified 
that it is and therefore it is ultimately written by God 

Summary:  The 66 books of the Bible were penned by 40 authors over 1,500 years 
and inspired by God. 

 
3. What is the Bible’s story?  

a. What does Genesis 1:1-3 and Colossians 1:17 tell you? 
 God made the heavens and the earth and it was good. 
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 God sustains His creation. 
b. What happened in Genesis 3:1-24? 

 Adam and Eve (all people) sinned and disobeyed God 
 The sins of Adam and Eve continued in their children (you and me) 
 People are banished from God because of their sin 

c. How did God fix the problem?  See John 3:16. 
 He sent Jesus to earth to die and pay the price for our sins 
 The entire Bible from Genesis 3 through Revelation is about Jesus fixing the 

sin problem that all humans have. 
Summary:  “God made it.  We broke it.  Jesus fixed it.” 
 
4. Many people have questions about the Bible such as: Is the Bible reliable?  Do 

different versions of the Bible disagree?  Has the Bible changed over the years?  
What are your questions about the Bible? 
 Bible is translated from over 5,000 original manuscripts 
 Earliest manuscripts of the Old Testament were found between 1947 and 1956 in 

caves near the Dead Sea (called the “Dead Sea Scrolls”) 
 Scrolls contain whole or parts of every book of the Old Testament except for 

book of Esther 
 Many scholars had thought that text of the Bible had been corrupted over the 

years, but opposite has been proven true. 
 Less than 1/10th of 1 percent of the words in the Bible are under dispute and 

none of those disputes touch on any of the Bible’s basic truths 
Summary:  The Bible has not changed over the years and is true. 
 
5. The Bible, or portions of it, has been translated from ancient texts into at least 2,800 

different languages and versions.  What is your version (look in the preface of your 
Bible)? 
 New International Version (NIV) 
 King James or New King James 
 English Standard 
 New Revised Standard 
 Holman Bible 
 New American Standard 
 The Living Bible, The Message 
 Some are direct translations (NIV) and others are paraphrases (the Living Bible) 
 On-line Bibles such as Bible Gateway 

o Allow you to see different translations in different languages   
o Fast search and finding of references 

Summary:  God wants all people to read and know His word. 
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Bible’s Contents 
6. What are some helpful features that your Bible may have? 

 Number References.  See Genesis 1:1 as an example. 
o These were not part of the original manuscript 
o Added later to assist people in finding specific scriptures in order to study 

together 
o Book of Genesis, chapter 1, verse 1 
o Sometimes Genesis 3:1b, meaning the second part of the verse  

 May have commentary notes in your Bible (study Bible) 
o This can be very helpful 
o Every part of Bible is equally true but not every part of the Bible is equally 

clear 
o Unfulfilled prophecy is sometimes difficult to understand 

 May have maps of different Biblical time periods since cities and places may 
have changed names over 3,500 years 

 May have cross references to find other verses 
 May have a concordance by word or by subject 
 Topical summaries of passages in NIV for example 

7. Go to the table of contents and see that the Bible is divided into Old Testament and 
New Testament.  The Old Testament explains the history and faith of the Jewish 
people who are God’s chosen people who rejected God by sinning time and time 
again.  What do you know about the following Old Testament books?   

a. Five books of the Law 
o Also called the Pentateuch and written by Moses probably between 

1446 to 1406BC 
o Genesis shows 

 The origin of all things 
 The origin of sin 
 The beginnings of the Jewish nation 
 God’s promises to Abraham and Israel (Jacob)   

o Exodus 
 God brings Israel out of Egypt 
 God teaches Israel His law (10 commandments) 
 God protects and provides for Israel in the desert for 40 years 

o Leviticus 
 God provides for the Priesthood 
 God provides detailed method of worship 
 Two main themes are sanctification and substitutionary sacrifice 

o Numbers and Deuteronomy 
 History of Israelites travel in the desert 
 Repeated sins of Israel and God’s forgiveness 

b. Twelve books of Israel’s history from Joshua to Esther 
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o Historical narrative of the Jewish people and nation in the promised 
land 

o Years of Jewish monarchy under three kings:  Saul, David and 
Solomon 

 David was the most famous and wrote many of the Psalms 
(Psalm 23 is most well-known) 

 And Jesus is in the genealogy of David (Matthew 1:1-17) 
o Years of Jewish people divided into two kingdoms called Israel and 

Judah 
o Years of both kingdoms taken into exile either to Assyria or Babylon 

due to their sin and rejection of God 
o After 70 years of exile and after repentance, Judah returns to the 

promised land and temple is rebuilt 
c. Five books of Wisdom and Poetry:  Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and 

Song of Songs 
o Job teaches how to deal with suffering in life. 
o Psalms are mostly poetry and songs praising God and explaining who 

He is (His attributes) 
o Proverbs is a book of wisdom. 
o Ecclesiastes expresses the wisdom that everything is under God’s 

control even if we cannot explain it 
o Song of Songs is a love story between a man and woman and a 

metaphor for the love relationship between God and His people. 
d. Five Major Prophets:  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel 

which are lengthy books 
o These books of prophecies were written between 740 and 530BC 
o Many of the prophecies refer to events future to Israel at that time as 

well as the coming Messiah (Jesus) 
o Many of those prophecies have already come true 
o Other prophecies are future to us today and have not yet been fulfilled 

such as Daniel 12 which predicts the end of time or end times 
e. Twelve Minor Prophets:  Hoseah, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 

Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi 
o These are called “minor” not because they are unimportant, but 

because they are shorter 
o These are written between 790BC and 430BC 
o Malachi was the last Old Testament book written about 430 years 

before Jesus came 
Summary:  The Old Testament explains how God offered His grace to sinning 
people through a future Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
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8. The New Testament describes the history and purpose of Jesus’ birth, ministry, 
death and resurrection as well as the history and purpose of His followers.  What do 
you know about each of the following books?   

a. Five Books of History 
o Matthew is a narrative of Jesus’ life from birth to His crucifixion, death, 

and resurrection and is written to convince Jews of the day that Jesus 
was the Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament. 

o Mark is similar to Matthew in content but is written in simple language 
and is full of action and story line and is a good gospel to read first. 

o Luke is a similar narrative but gives excellent details about Jesus’ life 
not found in other gospels.   

o John was written last and gives fewer details but proves that Jesus is 
God (John 20:31) 

o Acts written by Luke is a history of the “acts of the apostles” as they 
went out into the world to share the gospel message as Jesus had told 
them to do (Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8-11) 

b. Twenty-one Epistles or letters from the apostles to churches and individuals 
o Letters of Paul describe teachings of Jesus and Christian Doctrine 

concerning His life, death, resurrection and ascension as well as the 
importance of His present ministry.  These books include Romans, 1 & 
2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 & 2 
Thessalonians, and 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus 

o Hebrews is a good bridge between the Old Testament and New 
Testament.  The author is unknown, but like all scripture it is “God 
Breathed” 

o James was a leader in the early Jerusalem church and gives a very 
practical guide to the Christian life 

o 1 & 2 Peter was written by the Apostle Peter about His testimony of 
Jesus Christ 

o 1, 2 & 3 John was written by the Apostle John to believers and two 
individuals.  He refutes the Gnostic heresy (false teaching) in the early 
church 

o Jude also writes to warn of false teachers 
c. One Prophecy:  Revelation 

o Much of this prophecy is future to us and is a blessing to read and 
understand (Revelation 1:3) 

o Final Revelation of Jesus Christ and His return to earth at the end 
times 

o Gives Encouragement for believers  
o Outlines future judgment for unbelievers and the return of Jesus to 

earth for the final battle 
o Describes the new heaven and new earth (Revelation 1:21) 
o You will be blessed by reading this book (Revelation 1:3) 
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Summary:  The New Testament describes how Jesus came to seek and save lost 
people.  (Luke 19:10 and John 3:16) 
 
Bible’s Relevance 
9. Why should we read and study the Bible? 

 Learn who God is, draw closer to Him and worship Him (James 4:8) 
 Experience the joy of knowing God in a troubled world (John 16:33) 
 Have a personal relationship with Jesus and the indwelling Holy Spirit  
 Learn God’s standard for living 
 The Bible is absolutely true and relevant to us today (Acts 17:11) 
 Learn how to serve God and others rather than yourself (Ephesians 2:10) 
 Understand how to have eternal life in heaven (John 14:1-6) 

Summary:  The Bible reveals how to love God and others. 
 
10. How should we study the Bible? 

 Good to read it daily after you pray (Joshua 1:8) 
 Ask God to teach you and He will (Matthew 7:7) 
 The more you read, the more is revealed to you and the more your 

understand 
 Life long process 
 No matter how many times you have read a particular passage you can learn 

something new each time you read it as God teaches you 
 In community with others and also alone 

Summary:  Ask God to teach you the Bible daily. 
 
Challenge:  Will you put God first this week by spending time with Him in prayer 
and His Bible? 
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“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 

 

In the previous lesson we learned that the Bible contains 66 books penned by 40 
authors over 1,500 years and inspired by God. The Bible is God’s Word, it is true, and it 
reveals God to us.  In this lesson we will use the Bible to begin to understand who God 
is.  Understanding Him is an eternity-long study. 
 
God’s Creation 
Skim Genesis 1-2. 
1. What did God create?   

o Created heavens and the earth in 7 days 
 What about evolution?   
 Just a theory and an incorrect one 

o Created everything and made it good 
 God is good all the time and all the time God is good 

o Created man and woman (Adam and Eve) 
 You and I are created beings we and we had a start 
 God never had a start and was not created 
 Angels are created 
 Created man in His image (Genesis 1:26-27) 
 Man and women are designed to become one flesh (Genesis 2:24) 

o Created one command 
 Don’t eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil 
 If so, you will die 
 This is important to remember for next week 
 Adam had only one command to obey 

2. What did God do after creation?  Read Colossians 1:17 and Hebrews 1:3. 
o He rested (Genesis 2:2-3) 
o But then He sustained His creation. 
o Some say that God did create the heavens and earth but then stepped 

away and let it go 
 Like winding up a toy car and then letting it go wherever it wants 
 But the Bible does not say that 

Summary:  God is the creator and sustainer of all things. 
3. What additional information do the following verses tell you about God’s Works and 

how He sustains His creation? 
a. Deuteronomy 9:29 

 God brought Israel out of Egypt with His great power 
b. Psalm 145:3 

 Can’t even understand His greatness 
c. Matthew 19:26 
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 Everything is possible with God because He has such great power 
 Romans 1:16-20 

o God has the power to bring salvation to believers 
o God’s creation is visible to all 

Summary:  God can do anything (all powerful) and can make all things. 
d. Psalm 145:17 

 He is righteous in all He does 
e. Romans 8:28 

 In all things God works for the good of those who love Him and He has 
called to His purpose 

 Matthew 5:48  God is perfect 
Summary:  God is good to you all the time and His creation is good. 
f. Isaiah 40:10, 18-26 

 Sovereign and powerful (40:10) 
 Enthroned and unequal (18-26) 

g. 2 Samuel 7:22 
 How great you are Sovereign Lord 
 No one like you 
 No God but you 
 Revelation 6:10  He is sovereign and will judge inhabitants of earth 

Summary:  Like it or not God is in charge of all things including His 
creation (sovereign). 
h. Deuteronomy 7:9 

 God has a covenant of love for you if you keep His commands 
i. John 3:16-18 

 God loved the world 
 Sent His Son to die so you will have eternal life 
 Didn’t come to condemn the world 

j. 1 John 4:8 
 God is Love, if you don’t love then you don’t know God 
 Romans 5:8 God demonstrates His love by sending Jesus to die for us 

Summary:  God is Love and Loves His creation. 
 
God’s Divine Nature 
4. What do the following verses tell you about God’s Divine Nature? 

a. Leviticus 11:44 
 Holy means set apart 
 God is Holy and calls people to be holy 
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 Keep from sin 
b. Isaiah 6:3-5 

 God is really set apart and we are not 
 We are unclean and God is not 
 Separation between God and man 

c. Exodus 15:11 
 No one is like God 
 He is totally unique 
 Awesome glory 
 He works wonders 
 Note to teacher:  Some say God cannot look at sin (Habakkuk 1:13).  But 
God became sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21).  Be careful if this comes up.  This 
will be covered in Lesson about Jesus. 

Summary:  God is Holy (set apart) and deserves worship. 
d. 1 Timothy 1:17 

 God is eternal, immortal, invisible.  Never created or destroyed. 
 As created beings it is hard to imagine never being created but that is who 

God is. 
 God is the only God 
 He should be worshipped 

e. 1 Timothy 6:16 
 Immortal = spirit and lives in unapproachable light 
 Again He should be worshipped 
 Revelation 1:8 

 Alpha and Omega = beginning and the end 
 Who is, who was and who is to come.  This refers to Jesus specifically 

f. Psalm 90:2 
 God always existed before the earth 
 God is not a figment of our imagination 
 From everlasting to everlasting = infinite 

g. 1 Kings 8:27 
 Larger than the earth and seems to have to do with size of God 
 Infinitely large 
 Is God big?  Of course. 
 John 1:18 

 No one has seen God 
 But God has revealed Himself in His Son Jesus 
 So God is invisible 
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Summary:  God is infinitely big and without beginning or end (eternal). 
h. Psalm 147:4-5 

 No limit to His understanding 
 He created everything and knows it all 

i. John 10:14 
 Jesus is the good shepherd and knows you by name 

j. Matthew 10:29-30 
 God knows the sparrows and knows you 
 Even the hairs on His head are numbered 

Summary:  God knows everything and He knows you (all knowing). 
k. Psalm 139:7-17 

 I cannot get away from you 
l. Matthew 28:20 

 I am with you until the end of the age 
 Then for all eternity (Revelation 21:3) 

m. Hebrews 13:5 
 God will never leave you or forsake you 

Summary:  God is always there for you and is inescapable (ever present). 
n. Malachi 3:6 

 God does not change 
o. Hebrews 13:8 

 Jesus who is God does not change 
Summary:  God is the same in the Old Testament and the New Testament 
(unchanging). 

 
God’s Word 
5. What do the following verses tell you about God’s Word, the Bible? 

a. Deuteronomy 7:9 
 God makes promises and keeps them 
 Some promises are unconditional (Abrahamic Covenant) 
 Others are conditional (Mosaic Covenant) 
 John 3:16 (whoever believes in Him will have eternal life) 
 Deuteronomy 32:4 

 He is a rock, His works are perfect 
 He does no wrong and is upright and just 

b. Psalm 145:13 
 He is trustworthy in all His promises 
 Faithful in all that He does 
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c. Hebrews 6:18 
 God cannot lie 

d. 2 Timothy 3:16 
 The Bible is true 

Summary:  God’s Words are true and perfect. 
 
Read Deuteronomy 29:29. 
6. God has graciously revealed Himself to us through the Bible.  What does 

Deuteronomy 29:29 tell you about God’s revelation of Himself to men? 
 God has revealed many things about Himself 
 But there are still secret things that belong to Him and are not revealed 
 God has given us good commands and instructions for our own good 

Summary:  God has revealed many, but not all, things about Himself through the 
Bible. 
 
God’s Trinity 
7. The one true God is often described in three personalities (Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit) and is referred to as the Trinity.  How do the following verses help you to 
understand the Trinity?  

a. Genesis 1:2, 26 
 Spirit of God (second person of trinity) 
 Let “US” make man in “OUR” image is in plural form 

b. Deuteronomy 6:4 
 There is only one God, not many Gods 

c. Matthew 28:19 
 God exists in three persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

d. Matthew 3:16-17 
 Again, the three persons are revealed in scripture 
 Three active agents of one God 
 Example of water:  Liquid, vapor and ice.  It is all one but has different 

states. 
e. John 1:1-14 

 Word became flesh = Jesus made His dwelling among us when He came 
to earth in the flesh 

 In beginning Word was with God AND Word was God 
 Word (Jesus) made everything 

f. Romans 5:5-6 
 God the Father poured out His love through His Spirit and then Jesus 

(God) came to earth to die for our sins 
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 Trinity is an important but difficult concept to understand 
Summary:  The one true God exists in three persons:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 

8. What truths about God are easy for you to understand and believe?  What truths are 
hard for you to understand and believe? 

Challenge:  How will you find out more truth about God? 
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In the last lesson we began to discover who God is, knowing that is a life-long study.  
We learned that He is the creator and sustainer of all things, He has a divine nature 
unique to Himself, and His Word is true.  We also discovered that God exists in three 
Persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  This time we will discover who we are and how 
all of us fell into sin. 
 
Great Fall:  Adam and Eve 
Read Genesis 3:1-23. 
1. In the last lesson we learned that God created man and women in His image, and 

they were good. How were the man and woman tempted?  See Genesis 3:1-5. 
 The serpent was crafty and told a lie about God’s command.  “Did God really say 

that?” 
 The women knew the truth and gave it back to the serpent.  So she knew right 

from wrong. 
 The serpent came back with another argument and an outright lie about God. 
 Explained that they will be like God if she would eat it. 
 Note:  the serpent is a reference to the Satan. 

2. How did the man and woman respond to the temptation and what was the result?  
See Genesis 3:6-13. 
 Woman took the fruit and ate 
 She gave some to her husband 
 Their eyes were opened and realized they were naked so covered themselves 

with fig leaves 
 Hid from God 
 Notice that the man blamed the women that God put with him 
 Notice that the women blamed the serpent 

3. What were the results of this first sin for each of them?  See Genesis 3:14-23. 
a. Serpent 

 Cursed above all animals 
 Crawl on belly and eat dust 
 Will put enmity between the women and serpent and their offspring 
 Notice verse 15 is a prophecy of Jesus defeating the Devil, but the Devil will 

bruise Christ on the cross 
b. Eve 

 Painful labor in childbirth to her children 
 Desire for husband 
 Husband will rule over you 

c. Adam 
 The ground is cursed because of you 
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 You will eat food from ground through painful toil 
 Ground will have thorns and thistles 
 Eat plants of the field 
 Eat by the sweat of your brow 
 You will die and are banished from the perfect garden = Paradise lost 
 We broke it. 

4. How did God provide for Adam and Eve? 
 Provided garments of skin for them in order to cloth them 
 Animals needed to die then 
 God promised to send a Seed (singular) to crush Satan’s head (Redeemer) 

5. What do you learn from this first sin, and how does it apply to you? 
 I have been tempted 
 I have yielded to temptation and sinned 
 I deserve death 
 But God lovingly cares for me as a sinner and wants to reconcile Himself to me.  

John 3:16-18. 
o Notice that if you don’t believe you are already condemned 
o Jesus did not come to condemn but to save 

Summary:  My ancestor, Adam, passed on a sin nature to me. 

Great Wickedness:  Evil Men 
Read Genesis 6:5-14. 
6. Why did God decide to destroy all life on earth?   

 Saw how great man’s wickedness on earth had become (5).  God can see sin 
 Every inclination of his heart was only evil all the time (6) 
 Sorry that he had made man and heart filled with pain (6).  God hates sin 
 God saw how corrupt the earth was in His sight 

7. Why did God select Noah to build an Ark? 
 Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord (grace) 
 Noah was righteous and blameless among people of his time, he walked with 

God 
 But Noah was not sinless and these verses don’t say that.  God selected him. 

Summary:  God hates sin. 
 
Great Promise:  Noah 
Read Genesis 9:1-17. 
8. Genesis 6:15-8:22 describes the building of the ark, God’s gathering of animals to 

the ark, the flood, the receding of the flood and Noah’s coming out of the ark.  What 
commands and promises are listed in Genesis 9:1-17? 
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 God blessed Noah:  be fruitful and fill the earth 
 Everything that lives and moves will be food for you including green plants 
 Commands not to take life of another man 
 Establish covenant with you and your descendants to never destroy world by 

flood 
 He will remember His covenant with sign of the rainbow as sign of the covenant 
 God’s Love and Grace 

Summary:  God loves the world. 
 
Great Separation:  All Men 
Read Romans 3:9-24. 
9. How would you define righteous, and is anyone righteous before God?  See 

Romans 6:23. 
 On their own no one is righteous, not even one 
 All have sinned and fall short of glory of God (Romans 3:23) 
 But see Romans 3:24 where sinners are justified freely. 

10. Adam, Noah, and all people (including you) are sinners.  How has God provided for 
sinners? 
a. Adam 

 God lovingly provided clothes for him and Eve 
 Covered their sin with blood sacrifice 
 Provided food 
 Promise to crush Satan’s head through a Seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15) 

b. Noah 
 Promised never to destroy world by Flood.  2 Peter 3:10 says it will be 

destroyed by fire.   
 God never promises that he will not destroy evil. 

c. All people.  See John 3:16-18. 
 God provided Jesus Christ for me as Savior (John 3:16-18 again) 
 Jesus as Redeemer (Genesis 3:15) 

11. What do you learn about yourself and God? 
 Your sin separates you from a Holy God. 
 God hates sin. (Proverbs 6:16-19) 
 God lovingly and graciously provides a way out of the sin problem:  Jesus Christ.  

(Read 1 John 1:9) 

Summary:  You have sinned, but God has provided a Savior, Jesus Christ, to 
save you from destruction. 
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Challenge:  How will you acknowledge and confess your sins to Jesus this week? 
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“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 

 

In the previous lesson we discovered that all of us are sinners and that our sin 
separates us from God.  But we also learned that God loves sinners and has a plan to 
save us from destruction. After seeing God’s gracious promise to Noah last time, we will 
now learn about God’s promises to Abraham, Moses, David, and consequently to all 
people. 
 
Great Promises to Abraham 
Read Genesis 12:1-5, 22:17-18. 
Abraham, initially known as Abram, lived about 2000 BC, and is known as the father of 
the Jewish nation.  God called him out of Ur (Mesopotamia) to a new land (Canaan).  
Although he was childless, God promised him numerous offspring and gave him his first 
son, Isaac, when he was 100 and his wife, Sarah, was 80, well beyond child bearing.  
Even though Abraham was a sinner, he “believed God and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.”   
 
1. What commands did God give to Abraham (Abram), and how did Abram respond?   

 Leave your country, your people and your father’s household 
 Go to the land I will show you.   
 Notice that Abram did not know about that land but went anyway because God 

said 
2.  List the promises God made to Abraham? 

 I will make you a great nation  
o Remember he is childless and 75 years old 
o Seems like an unachievable promise 
o Abraham didn’t have to do anything for this 
o As numerous as the stars 

 I will bless you  
o Will make Abram happy 

 I will make your name great  
o His name has been made great as he is father of Isaac and Jacob 

 You will be a blessing  
o He certainly was a blessing to his people the Jews 

 I will bless those who bless you  
 I will curse those who curse you  
 All people on earth will be blessed through you 

3. God promised that all people on earth would be blessed through Abraham (Genesis 
22:17-18.  How has that promise come true?  See Matthew 1:1-2, 16-17 for help. 
 Jesus was in the line or genealogy of Abraham 
 All nations have been blessed by Jesus’ first coming to earth 
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 Jesus came to die for our sins and give us eternal life.  That is certainly a 
blessing 

 See John 3:16-18. 
Summary:  God promises to bless all people through Abraham’s descendant. 
 
Great Promises to Moses  
Read Exodus 20:1-21 and Deuteronomy 29. 
At God’s direction, Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt in about 1446BC.  Because of 
the unbelief and rebellion of the Israelite people, God caused them to remain in the 
desert for 40 years before they were able to enter the land that God promised to them.  
Moses was truly a servant of God but was not without sin. 
4. What is the theme of the first five commandments (Exodus 20:3-11) and the last five 

commandments (Exodus 20:12-17)?  See Matthew 22:34-40. 
 Love God with all your heart and soul and mind 
 Love others as yourself 
 Definitely a theme of love 

5. What promise does God make to those who hate Him and to those who love Him in 
Exodus 20? 
 Hate Him 

o Punishing children for sins of the fathers to 3rd and 4th generations (verse 
5) 

 Love Him 
o Shows love to a thousand generations of the who love Him and keep His 

commandments (6) 
6. How was God’s covenant confirmed by Moses in Deuteronomy 29? 

 Reminded them what they saw (2) 
o What happened with Pharaoh in Egypt (3) 
o Great trials and wonders (3) 
o For 40 years their clothes and shoes did not wear out (5) 
o Ate no bread or drank no wine (6) 
o God did all this so they would know He is Lord (6b) 

 King of Heshbon and Og were defeated.  Took their land and gave it to three of 
the tribes. (7-8) 

 Carefully follow the terms of this covenant (Ten Commandments and more) as 
you stand in the presence of the Lord  (9) 

 You stand here to enter into a covenant with the Lord your God (10) 
 Lord is making this with you and sealing with an oath (12) 

o Confirming that He is your God as He promised (13) 
o As He swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (13) 
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 Covenant is with you standing here today and also with those not here today (14-
15) 

 Make sure that no one turns away from the Lord and worships other gods (18) 
o Don’t go your own way because it will bring disaster, wrath and curses 

(19-20) 
o Lord will single that person out for disaster (21) 

 Predicts the disasters that will come when the people turn away (22-28) 
 God has revealed the things of the law so that we may obey (29) 

Summary:  God promises to bless those who obey Him. 
 
Great Promises to David 
Read Psalm 23 and 2 Samuel 7:12-13. 
David was the second king of Israel, reigning about 1,000BC, and is remembered for 
defeating Goliath and the enemies surrounding Israel.  He is described in 1 Samuel as 
“a man after God’s own heart”, and he wrote many of the Psalms.  However, he sinned 
by committing adultery and murder. 
7. After reading Psalm 23, what did God promise to David? 

 God is his shepherd or leader (1) 
 God is his provider of good things (1a-2) 
 God restores his soul and guides in righteousness:  cleanses him from sin and 

causes him to act rightly (3) 
 God is his comforter even when faced with death (4a) 
 God is his comforter even when faced with evil (4b) 
 God provides everything (5) 
 God provides goodness and love (6a) 
 God allows him to dwell with Him forever (6b) 

8. What does the Lord promise David in 2 Samuel 7:12-13? 
 Will establish a house for you 
 When you die, I will raise up an offspring and establish his kingdom 

o He will build a house for my name 
o I will establish his throne forever 

Summary:  God will establish an eternal Kingdom through David’s line. 
 
Great Promises to all People:  Messiah Foretold  
Read Isaiah 42:1-9. 
Jesus is referred to as the Messiah (Christ) at least 74 times in The New Testament.  
See John 1:41 and John 4:25 as examples.  More than 1,000 years before Jesus came, 
the Old Testament writers clearly looked forward to a Coming King and Redeemer, 
predicting and prophesying His coming.  Jeremiah 23:5-6, 31:31-34 and Isaiah 7:14, 
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9:1-7 predict His coming.  Psalm 22 and Isaiah 52:13-53:12 predict His death on the 
cross. Psalm 16 predicts His resurrection. These verses are only a few of the many Old 
Testament prophecies about Jesus. 
9. Notice that Jeremiah 23:5-6 repeats God’s promise to David in 2 Samuel 7:12-13.  

How is Jesus described in these verses? 
 In the future, I (God) will rise up a righteous Branch.  Notice Branch is capitalized 
 Coming in the line of David according to Matthew 1 
 He is a King.  See John 18:33-37. 
 Jesus was born to save all people including the Jews 
 Jesus is definitely our Lord and our Righteousness 

o We are righteous because of what Jesus did for us 
o He imputed righteousness to us 

10. How does Isaiah look forward to the coming Messiah (Jesus) in verses 42:1-9? 
 Jesus is God’s chosen servant to come to earth (1) 
 Won’t cry out and did not (2) 
 Will come to suffer and will not falter in suffering (3-4) 
 God the creator is sending Him (5) 
 God has called all people through Jesus (6) 
 God has given them light through Jesus (the light of the world) (7) 
 God is jealous and won’t give His Glory to anyone else 
 God is telling Isaiah in advance (9) 

11. Isaiah 7:14 promises that the “virgin will be with child and give birth to a son.”  Isaiah 
9:6-7 promises that “to us a child is born, to us a son is given.”   How have these 
promises been fulfilled? 
 Jesus was born of a virgin 
 Notice the Trinity again 

o Jesus came as a Wonderful Counselor and brought the Holy Spirit  
o Everlasting Father 
o Prince of Peace = Jesus who brought peace to us 

 Jesus will reign on David’s throne is future to us when Jesus returns to earth for 
1000 year reign with righteousness and justice (Revelation 20). 

 God has (will) accomplished all of this (Isaiah 9:7b). 
12. Read Jeremiah 31:31-34.  How do those promises apply to you? 

 Jeremiah predicts Jesus’ coming with a new covenant or promise 
 God will put His law in your mind and heart 
 God wants to be your God and you will want to be His person 
 You can know God 
 God can forgive you and remembers your sins no more 
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 These verses point to Jesus who took away sins and gives us the Holy Spirit.  
We will talk about that more next time (Who is Jesus?) 

Summary:  God promised and delivered a saving Messiah to all people. 
 
Challenge:   How will you be encouraged by the truth of God’s promises? 
  



The Great Story 
Great Savior and Lord 

Who is Jesus? 
Lesson 5 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 

 

Last time we explored God’s promises to Old Testament characters: Abraham, Moses, 
and David. We saw that those promises applied to all people and pointed to a future 
Messiah or Christ, as a Savior for sinners.  This lesson demonstrates that God fulfilled 
His promises through Jesus, who is our Great Savior and Great Lord.  Jesus “came to 
seek and save what was lost (Luke 19:10).” 
 
Great Prediction of Savior 
Read Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7 and Luke 1:26-56. 
1. Remember that Isaiah was written about 700 years before Jesus’ birth.  What 

similarities do you see between the Isaiah and Luke passages? 
 Both are predictions of the birth 
 Both say that a virgin will be with child 
 Luke says He will be Son of the Most High (God), Isaiah 9: says He will be 

Wonderful Counselor 
 He will reign on David’s throne forever, Kingdom will never end 
 Nothing is impossible with God (Luke 1:37), Zeal of Lord Almighty will accomplish 

this (Isaiah 9:7) 
2. How do you think Mary felt? 

 Troubled at first (v. 29) 
 Mary is willing to be the Lord’s servant (v. 38) 
 Are you willing to be the Lord’s servant? 

Great Birth 
Read Luke 2:1-20. 
3. In what way was Jesus’ birth a great birth?   

 No room in the inn so He was placed in a manager.  Some would say not so 
great. (7) 

 Angel appeared to shepherds in fields and Glory of Lord shown around them so 
that they were terrified (9) 

 Angel said to shepherds, not to be afraid  
o Good news and great joy for ALL people  
o In town of David a Savior is born, He is Christ the Lord 
o Sign for you that He is lying in a manager 
o Heavenly hosts appeared with angel, praising God 
o Peace on earth 
o When angels left, shepherds want to go see Him 
o When they saw, they spread the word and all were amazed 

 Mary treasured up these things and pondered them in her heart 
 Shepherds glorified God 
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Great Ministry  
Read Luke 4:14-21 and 19:10. 
4. What is Jesus’ great ministry? 

 Notice He quotes from Isaiah 61:1-2 and His ministry is predicted 700 years 
earlier (vs. 21) 

 Spirit of Lord is on me and He anointed me 
 Preach good news (gospel) to poor, (poor in spirit) 
 Proclaim freedom for prisoners (freedom from sin) 
 Recover sight for blind (allow people to “see” the truth and acknowledge sin) 
 Release the oppressed (freedom from sin again) 
 Proclaim the year of Lord’s favor (God’s grace to sinners)  

5. What is the significance of Luke 19:10? 
 Very amazing verse that God would come to seek lost sinners 
 No other religion teaches that 
 You don’t seek God but He seeks you because “God so loved the world”.  He did 

not come to condemn the world but to save the world through His Son.  (John 
3:16-17). 

 Sinners are lost and separated from God, but Jesus seeks to save them and 
reconcile them to God. 

Great Death and Resurrection 
Read John 19:1-20:31. 
6. What do you learn about Pilate’s sentencing of Jesus as described in John 19:1-16? 

 Pilate found no basis for charging Jesus (4).  In other words, Jesus was not guilty 
and was without sin. 

 Pilate had no power over Jesus unless that power was given by God (11).  In 
other words, the plan of God was for Jesus to die to seek and save lost sinners. 

7. What Old Testament scripture prophecies were fulfilled during Jesus’ crucifixion and 
death according to John 19:16b-37?  
 Divided my garments and cast lots for my clothing (Psalm 22:18) 
 “I am thirsty” (Psalm 69:21) 
 “Not one of His bones would be broken” (Psalm 34:20) 
 “They will look on the one they have pierced” (Zechariah 12:10) 

8. Did Jesus really die?  Give the verses to support your answer. 
 It is finished and gave up His spirit.  (30) 
 He was already dead  and pierced His died bringing flow of blood and water (33-

34) 
 Joseph took the body with Nicodemus and wrapped body with spices and linen 

(38-40) 
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 Laid Jesus in the tomb (42) 
9. What is the evidence that Jesus rose from the dead?   

 Appeared to Mary (20:15-18) 
 Appeared to disciples (20:19-23) 
 Appeared to Thomas (20:24-29) 

o Thank you for Thomas’ unbelief at first 
o Gives extra evidence of resurrection 

 See John 20:31, where John gives the evidence so that you will believe He rose 
from dead and by believing you will have life in His name.” 

10. What is the significance of Jesus’ resurrection? 
 No one else except Lazarus was raised and He was raised by Jesus 
 If Jesus did rise from the dead, that proves who He was:  God 
 Don’t you think you should listen and believe what He says? 
 Don’t you think you should make Him your Savior and Lord? 

Summary: Jesus was born to seek and save lost sinners by dying on a cross and 
raising from the dead. 
 
Great Lord 
Read Acts 1:1-11. 
11. What happened after Jesus’ resurrection?  What will happen that is future to us? 

 Jesus showed Himself and gave many convincing proofs He was alive (3) 
 Appeared over 40 days and spoke about kingdom of God (3) 
 Promised to give the disciples the Holy Spirit which would give them power so 

that they will be His witnesses (4-8) 
 Taken up to heaven and a cloud hid Him from their sight (10) 
 Angels say that He will come back the same way (Matthew 24:30-31) 

o Coming back is no small thing 
o Revelation also talks about His return which is future to us 

Read John 1:1-4, 14 and 18. 
12. These verses use “Word” to describe Jesus.  What do they tell you about Jesus? 

 Jesus was there from the beginning (1a) 
o Jesus was with God (1b) 
o Jesus was God (1c) 
o Jesus was with God in the beginning (2) 

 All things were made through Jesus = creator (3) 
 In Jesus there is life and that life was light of men (4) 
 Jesus came to earth and lived among people (14) 

o John, the writer saw Jesus with his own eyes 
o Jesus is the One and Only 
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o Jesus came from the Father 
o Jesus came with Grace and truth 

 No one has seen God (18) 
o God the One and Only (Jesus) has made God known 
o As of John’s writing, Jesus is at God’s right side 

13. What does it mean that “Jesus is Lord?”  See John 14:6, 20:28 and Acts 10:36. 
 Like it or not Jesus is in charge or Lord over all things and all people 
 Whether you believe it or not, He is God 
 He is inescapable 
 John 14:6 

o Jesus is the way (Some there are many ways to God, but they would be 
mistaken). 

o Jesus is the truth (Some say there is no absolute truth, but they would be 
mistaken). 

o Jesus is the life (Some say there is no life after death, but they would be 
mistaken). 

o Absolutely no one comes to God except through Jesus. 
 (Optional) See Revelation 17:14 where Jesus is Lord of lords and King of kings.  

Men will make war against Him but He will overcome them. 
 Is Jesus your Lord?  Why or why not? 

Summary:  Jesus is the One and Only Lord. 
 
Challenge:  Is Jesus your Savior and Lord?  Why or why not? 
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In the last lesson, we discovered that Jesus is the Promised Savior for all people and 
that He is Lord of all.  In this lesson, the Bible will explain how to respond to the truth 
about Jesus.  Your response to Jesus is the most critical decision you will ever make 
because the consequences are eternal.  Will you have the joy of spending eternity with 
Jesus or will you have the pain and sorrow of eternal loss because your sin remains? 

God’s Great Gift of Jesus 
Read John 3:16-18 and Ephesians 2:1-9. 
1. As we have learned all, people are born sinners and are separated from God and by 

nature under His wrath.  What amazing gift has God given to sinners?   
 God has given His grace to humans.  Grace is unmerited favor. 
 God sent His one and only Son, Jesus to save the sinners and not condemn it. 
 We did not deserve this, but God loved us. 
 God’s plan is for Jesus to save sinners 

2. How is God’s gift of grace received?  See Romans 10:9-10 and 1 John 1:8-10. 
 “Confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe in your heart that God 

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
 Believe in Jesus and you will “not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 
 You do not get it by works, but by faith in Jesus (Ephesians 2:9).  We will talk 

more about good works in the next section 
 Confess your sins and Jesus will forgive our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 Confession that you are sinner is very important (see Luke 18:9-14 as an 

example) 
 Receiving the gift is not hard and is very simple, but people do not do it.  Why? 

o Don’t know the truth of scripture 
o Have not humbled themselves, they are arrogant and self-seeking. 

3. Read John 14:1-6.  
a. Does God’s Word give any other way besides Jesus to receive God’s gift of 

grace? 
 Jesus is going to prepare a place for believers in heaven 
 He, who rose from the dead, said that He “is the way, the truth and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
o Is Jesus wrong? 
o Is He arrogant? 
o He rose from the dead proving that He can say that. 
o Acts 4:12 says, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 

other name under heaven given to men by which we must be 
saved.” 
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b. Why is Jesus the only way according to the Bible? 
 We cannot pay for our own sins, you must be sinless and that is not 

possible 
 On the cross, Jesus took my sin on Himself 
 He suffered God’s wrath in my place 
 No one else can do that 

c. Can anyone receive this gift regardless of background, ethnicity, etc.? 
 Absolutely 
 Whoever believes in Him can be saved.  Being saved is open to all who 

believe 
 These are God’s rules and not man’s rules 

4. What are the consequences of not accepting God’s gift?  See John 3:18 and 
Matthew 25:30. 
 Notice that before accepting Jesus, people are “already condemned because 

they do not believe in the name of God’s one and only Son.” 
 Jesus warns about hell many times in scripture and especially in Matthew 
 Why would people reject God’s gift? 

o They believe they are basically good and don’t need a savior (1 John 1:8-
10) 

o Fear of persecution (John 12:42-43) 
o Focus on this world and not the world to come (Matthew 19:16-26) 

5. Once you have God’s gift can you lose it?  See John 10:28-29. 
 Some say you can. 
 Jesus says that you cannot.  Otherwise, His perfect saving work would not be 

perfect. 
 Notice in John 10:28-29, He says “no one can snatch you out of my hand” two 

times.  Also, Hebrews 10:1-17 confirms that as well. 
 Once you have accepted God’s Gift, “He is faithful and just and will forgive (your) 

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9)   AMAZINGLY you are 
justified or made right with God. 

Summary:  Accepting Jesus is the most important decision you will ever make 
because it determines your eternal destiny. 
 
God’s Great Transformation by the Holy Spirit 
Read John 16:5-15. 
6. Once we are saved, heaven is our eternal destiny.  But God has a purpose for us 

while we are still on earth. 
a. What is God’s overall purpose for the believer? See Romans 8:29 and 1 

Corinthians 10:31. 
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 Conformed to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29) 
 God would be glorified (1 Corinthians 10:31) 

b. How is the believer transformed? 
 By the Holy Spirit living in him the moment that he accepts Jesus 
 Work of the Holy Spirit 

o Convict world of guilt in righteousness and sin 
o Guide you in all truth 
o Will tell what is to come 
o Brings glory to Jesus and allows us to glorify Jesus 

 John 3:5-7 talks about being born again in spirit 
o Some think “born again” Christians are weird 
o Jesus did not think that 

7. What is the evidence of a believer’s transformation:  
a. In regards to sin?  See Romans 7:15-23. 

 We will be convicted of sin and not want to sin 
 But we are still sinners and must confess our sins (1 John 1:9) 
 We will turn from our sinful ways 

b. In regards to love?  See Matthew 22:37-39. 
 Love God with all your heart and soul and mind 
 Love your neighbor as yourself 
 You will want to please God and please others 
 Ask God to put love in your heart for others. 

c. In regards to good works?  See Ephesians 2:10 and James 2:14-26. 
 God prepared goods works for you to do in advance (important to note 

that God does it) 
o Will you accept those good works? 
o Feed hungry, help the needy, help those in prison 
o Pray for others 
o Disciple others (Matthew 28:19-20) Great commission 
o Be a witness for Jesus (Acts 1:8) 

 Faith without deeds is dead. 
o Some use this as a verse to prove salvation by works 
o But, this confirms Ephesians 2:10 that good works comes after 

salvation 
 Your deeds are evidences of your transformation but do not get you into 

heaven. 
8. How will you respond to the Holy Spirit living in you? 

 Don’t decide to push Holy Spirit aside 
 Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you and teach you 
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 It is a journey of growing in your faith 
 Going through trials and troubles and yet trusting in Jesus 
 Removing sin from your life, which is actually unachievable 
 The more you pray and study God’s word, the more transformation that occurs 
 With God, all things are possible 
 Trust that “He who began a good work in you will bring it carry it on to completion 

until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).  Sanctification is a life-long 
process of drawing closer to God (James 4:8) 

 Build up the body of the church. Work in the church(1 Thessalonians 5:10-11). 
Summary:  Believing in Jesus allows you to be transformed by the Holy Spirit. 
 
God’s Great Glory in Heaven 
Read John 3:16 and 14:2-6. 
9. In John 3:16, God promises eternal life with Him.  How will you respond to the truth 

of eternal life?  See 1 Corinthians 15:12-22. 
 Jesus rose from death 
 We too will rise from death and have eternal life 
 We should live looking forward to eternal life and not focus on this world 
 Store up treasures in heaven not on earth. 
 “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.”  (Philippians 1:21) 

10. In John 14:2-3, Jesus promises that “In my Father’s house there are many rooms” 
and He is going to “prepare a place for you.”  He also says that He “will come back 
to be and take you to be with me.”   Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 and 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18.  How do those verses encourage your response to Jesus? 
 1 Corinthians 15:50-58, where Paul says to: 

o Stand firm, let nothing move you 
o Give yourself fully to the work of the Lord 
o Your labor in the Lord is not in vain 

 Jesus is coming back for me, no question about it.   
 Don’t fear death and encourage one another with Jesus’ coming for us. 

o Tell others about Jesus 
o Give them the truth of scripture 
o But read the scripture and know what it says so you can tell others 

 To live is Christ and to die is gain. 
 At the resurrection I will be glorified and made like Jesus.  I will have a new 

glorified body 
Summary:  Jesus promises believers eternal life with Him.  You can count on it. 
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Challenge:  What will be your daily response to Jesus for the rest of your eternal 
life? 
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