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FaithCov., 
 
As you are probably aware, the Council of Faith Covenant Church has been working together to determine 
how best to approach our corporate response to the on-going Covid-19 virus pandemic. Over the past several 
months, the Council, working along-side a sub-committee made up from the congregation, have prayerfully 
and with gravity, come to the following set of simplified guidelines, which we hope will allow us to worship 
safely together until the time comes that we can shed them altogether. 
 
Please know that these guidelines were arrived at with careful consideration, and are not a flippant or 
reactionary response to the pandemic; but are meant to be a safe way forward in, what we hope, are the 
remaining days before we can safely meet together regardless of the situation in the wider world. While the 
FCC alert levels are informed by the Ohio Department of Health’s guidelines, they are not dictated by them. 
And, further, as the situation changes and evolves, it is prudent, and incumbent upon us, to adapt to 
whatever the current situation is. 
 
As described in the FCC constitution and by-laws, the church Council has responsibility for both the spiritual 
and physical well-being of the congregation.  These guidelines are concerned primarily with Council’s 
fiduciary responsibility for the physical safety of people in the church building relative to the coronavirus.  
Concern is focused particularly on “essential personnel*” who are required to be present together in the 
sanctuary during worship.  The responsibility for their safety includes minimizing the risk of COVID-19 
transmission by limiting the number of non-essential personnel in the building and ensuring social distancing 
during times of increased virus exposure and spread in the local community. 
 
Spiritual health is supported through engaging in Christian community/fellowship and God-honoring worship.  
Where restrictions are indicated below, they do not preclude the ability to engage in worship – they do 
impact the ability to gather for worship and engage in community. 
 
This table describes the FCC open-status guidelines as they relate to the Ohio Department of Health county 
“Summary of Alert Indicators” alert levels (document is available  here).  
 

FCC Alert Level FCC Status Trigger 

FCC Level 0 
(Green) 

Church is open with no 
restriction. 

No county alerts 

FCC Level 2  
(Yellow) 

 

The church is open with reduced 
occupancy due to social 
distancing.  Facial coverings and 
social distancing are required.  

Franklin County alert level = Yellow (Level 1) or 
Orange (Level 2) or Red (Level 3)   
 

FCC Level 3  
(Red) 

The church is open only to 
essential personnel* only.  
Facial coverings and social 
distancing required. 

Franklin County alert level = Purple (Level 4) 

 
Starting this Friday (February 12, 2021), and continuing on each subsequent Friday, we will have our current 
status available on our website, www.faithcov.net. This status will be arrived at by looking at the available 
data and comparing them to our criteria. The determination on Friday will hold for the following Sunday. 
 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/OPHASM/Summary-Alert-Indicators.pdf
www.faithcov.net
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As we have been looking at the information, we have come to the idea of re-arranging the Sanctuary 
physically in order to best provide physically distanced seating. As you will see in the picture below, we have 
seating available for individuals, couples, and family units each roughly 6 feet distant from each other. We 
hope that this will help you to better decide how comfortable you may be in coming to celebrate worship in 
person. 
 

 
 
Thank you for your patience as we navigate this tricky and fluid situation. 
 
Be God’s. 
 
 
 
 
*Essential Personnel = those required in order to celebrate and stream the worship service.  This includes 
pastor(s), musician(s), and technology team members necessary to create a God-honoring worship 
experience and enable it to be digitally streamed.  The Council responsibility is to minimize the risk to these 
essential personnel while striving to honor God and the needs of the congregation. 


