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Lesson Date Subject Verses 

1  Wisdom Intro/1:1-2:11 

2  Seasons 2:12-3:15 

3  Popularity 3:16-4:16 

4  Riches 5:1-20 

5  Prosperity 6:1-7:14 

6  Obedience 7:15-8:17 

7  Reflection 9:1-10:20 

8  Conclusion 11:1-12:14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 1 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

Introduction to Ecclesiastes 

Though there is no mention of who the author is of Ecclesiastes, it is widely believed to be King 
Solomon, due to points in the book that match up with Solomon’s life such as Son of David, 
king in Jerusalem (1:1), great wisdom (1:16), extensive building projects (2:4-6), incomparable 
wealth (2:7-9), and his many proverbs (12:9). It is estimated that the book was written around 
940 BC, which would have been 9 years before Solomon’s death in 931 BC. The words of the 
book seem to be that of a tired man looking back over his lifelong search for meaning and 
purpose. Ecclesiastes derives it’s name from the Greek work Ekklesiastes, which when 
translated into English means the Preacher. Before the Bible was translated to Greek, the 
Hebrew word for Preacher was Qoheleth, (kohelet) which literally is an official speaker of an 
assembly of people. 

Ecclesiastes is considered to be a pessimistic, or negative book of poetry, however this is a 
mistaken view. There is a common misinterpretation of the Hebrew word hebel, to be 
meaningless in the NIV, or vain in other translations, however the word actually better 
translates to vapor, puff of smoke, or brief as a breath. We see other examples of hebel in the 
Bible in: 

Psalm 39:5-6  

5 You have made my days a mere handbreadth;(hebel) the span of my years is as nothing before you. Everyone 
is but a breath, (hebel) even those who seem secure. 6 “Surely everyone goes around like a mere phantom; in 
vain (hebel) they rush about, heaping up wealth  without knowing whose it will finally be.  

Psalm 39:11 

11 When you rebuke and discipline anyone for their sin, you consume their wealth like a moth—surely 
everyone is but a breath (hebel). 

Proverbs 31:30  

30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; (hebel) but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 

The Qoheleth, never resigns himself to atheism or, agnosticism, but firmly holds to the notion 
that the fear of God is man’s strongest duty.  

 

 

 

 

 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 1 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

Introduction of Ecclesiastes 

 

As we study Ecclesiastes we will see that it is a meditation on what it means for our lives to be 
like a whisper spoken in the wind: here one minute, and carried away forever the next, and also 
how life seems to elude our grasp in terms of lasting significance. Wisdom literature asks, what 
does it mean to fear the Lord, in the world the Lord has made? Along with Job, Proverbs, Song 
of Solomon, Ecclesiastes is a meditation on what it means to be alive in a world that God made, 
and called good, yet which has also gone so very wrong, often in catastrophic ways. If we won’t 
live forever, or even long enough to make a lasting difference to the world, how then should we 
live? It will take the whole of Ecclesiastes to answer that question, and we will unpack it verse 
by verse over the next 8 weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Ecclesiastes 

Lesson 1 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

 

Background: The Preacher begins his judgement of life when it is viewed from purely a world 
view, under the sun. 

Toil under the sun 
Read Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 

1. Compare Ecclesiastes 1:3 with Matthew 16:26. What is the important lesson you learn? 

-There is nothing for man to gain in this world that is of any benefit to him eternally. 

 

 

2.  What is the problem with man looking for satisfaction in things of this world? Where can 
real satisfaction be found? (See Philippians 4:6-7, 11-13) 

-No satisfaction can ever be found. (Verse 1:8 & Proverbs 27:20) 

-In Christ alone. 

 

3.  How permanent is anything we are able to do in this world? 

-Brief as a breath that will be quickly forgotten (verse 1:4, 11& Psalm 39:5) 

 

Lesson:__Man’s labors are futile in this brief world_________________________________ 

 

Wisdom 
Read Ecclesiastes 1:12-18 

4. Why is the search for worldly wisdom a never ending circle? 

-No one can comprehend all that goes on, creating a heavy burden. (verses 1:13 & 
8:16-7) 

 

 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 1 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

 

5. Why is the pursuit of knowledge vain in the following verses?  

     Verse 13:- It’s a heavy burden 

     Verse 15: -Some things are unalterable (later in Verse 7:13-by God)  

     Verse 18:-More sorrow & grief.  

 

6. How are you applying yourself to the understanding of wisdom? Of madness and folly? 
What have been your results of these applications? 

-Studying the Bible, or personal. Long hours of work, drunkenness, etc. Results are personal 

 

Lesson:_Human effort to attain wisdom is hopeless __________________________________ 

 

Pleasure 
Read Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 

7. What stayed with the Preacher throughout all of these things he pursued? Why is that 
significant? 

-His mind guided him in wisdom (Verses 2:3, 9) It’s significant that he used this wisdom to 
find the good & the worthwhile. 

8. What was the purpose of the Preacher’s quest? 

-He wanted to see what was good for people to do under the heavens (verse 2:3) 

9. In which of these things have you searched for fulfillment? 

-Took on great projects, amassed wealth.* Personal. 

 

Lesson:_Mere  pleasure does not bring satisfaction___________________________________ 

Challenge: What path will you follow this week in search for fulfillment?  

 
 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 2 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

 
Last week we saw The Preacher begin his judgement of life when it is viewed from purely a 
world view, in toil, wisdom, and pleasure. This week the Preacher will continue his judgement 
in wisdom & folly, grievous work, and remind us everything has a season. 

Wisdom & Folly 
Read Ecclesiastes 2:12-16 

1. What 2 things happen to both the wise and the fool? 

-They will not be remembered, and they will die (verses 15-16) 

2. Why does the Preacher reject that having any wisdom, has any lasting importance? 

-What do you gain by being wise? The fate of the fool will overtake me also (verse 15) 

 

Lesson:Death will overtake the fool and the wise___________________________________ 

 

Grievous work 
Read Ecclesiastes 2:17-26 

3. What does the Preacher conclude is good for man to do? Why is this good to do?  

-Eat, drink, and find satisfaction in their own work.  Because God gives him wisdom, 
knowledge, and happiness (Verses 24-26) 

4. How can the preacher’s conclusions about work, and labor be considered consistent with 
the teaching in Colossians 3:23 to work hard to the best of our abilities? 

-Work as though we are working for God pleasing Him, not anxious striving (verses19-22) 

5. What quickly causes the pride of our accomplishments to pale? 

-The reality that we are going to die, and leave all we worked for to someone else (Verse 18-21) 

6. What gets you up in the morning? (What are you laboring after?) 

-Personal. For me, the opportunity to serve God, what, and who He has in store for me.  

7. How would you describe “true joy” to someone who has no idea of it? 

-God is the one who gives “true joy” (Verse 26) 

Lesson:True joy is not from striving, but from God giving_____________________________ 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 2 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

 

Everything has a season 
Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 

8. How is God’s providence illustrated in these verses? 

-God has appointed a perfect time/ season for everything as He governs the world. 

9. How must we respond to the works of God that we cannot comprehend? (see 2 
Corinthians 5:7) 

-Be happy and do good while we live (Verse 12) because we live by faith, not sight. Things will 
  not always go our way, or the way we understand they should. 
 

10. What are you trying to add to or take away from what God has done? What do you need 
to do to correct this? 

-Personal. God has blessed me, but I find myself seeking more, but wanting not to do the 
difficult things God has called me to. Romans 7:18-20    

 

11. How could you have a wiser perspective of your time? 

-Realize I have very limited access to the big picture of my life, I live in time and God does not. 
I need to draw nearer to God, in prayer, bible study, and devotional time. God intends for us to 
be like His children, which we are. 

12. Which of these seasons are you currently in? How are you dealing with it? 

-Personal. Somewhere in a time to mourn and a time to dance. My mother in law’s illness, my 
heart losing function, with a fib now, but I know God is at work, and has plans for this time of 
difficulty. 

 

Lesson:This is God’s creation, not mine!___________________________________________ 

Challenge: How will you fear God this week? 

 

 

 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 3 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 
 

Last week the Preacher taught us about wisdom and folly, grievous work, and there is a season 
for everything. This week we will look at the Preacher’s view of judgement, oppression, and the 
vanity of popularity. 

Judgement 
Read Ecclesiastes 3:16-22 

1. What consolation do we have, despite the evil that prevails? 
-God will bring into judgment for every deed of both the righteous and wicked 

 
 

2. In what sense is mankind no better than beasts? 

-Their fates are the same, death; the same breath; all return to dust (Verses 18-20) 

 

3. In what sense is mankind different from beasts? 

-who knows if the spirits of humans or animals go up or down (verse 21) 

 
4. How has justice been replaced with wickedness in your life, or the lives of those you 

know? How do you deal with it? 
-Personal.   My life is good, but friends choose wickedness, not justice. I speak truth in gospel. 

 

Lesson:Man and beast share the fate of death, man has a choice of where their spirit goes. 

Oppression 
Read Ecclesiastes 4:1-12 

5. Why does the Preacher praise the dead over the oppressed? 

-No comforter; power on side of oppressors; still see the evil done (Verses 1-3) 

6. What are the benefits of having friends or companions in the following verses? 

 Verse 9: 2 better than 1-good return on labor-work is easier 

 Verse 10: can help each other up if one falls  

 Verse 11: keep warm 

 Verse 12: for defense-a cord of 3 strands not easily broken 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 3 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 
 

7. Consider the time you spend working, versus the time you spend relaxing with others. 
Could you spend more or less time on either of them? How do you plan to do this? 

-Personal. I spend too much relaxing time. I am going to commit to more work in the house, 
and yard work as I am able. 

 

8. What practical steps can you take to prevent laziness, or being overly busy? 
-Seek accountability, someone to keep me in check. 

 

Lesson:2 or 3 are better than 1 for work, defense, and accountability_________________ 

Popularity 

Read Ecclesiastes 4:13-16 
9. Why is it better to be a poor but wise youth, than an old but foolish king? 

-Poor wise youth knows how to heed a warning-listen to others, take advice, not too proud 

10. How does the Preacher illustrate the vanity of popularity? 

-The highest pinnacle of success and power, king, most popular in the land, for now in a fickle 
world “this too shall pass away”. You worship stuff, not God. 

11. What do you learn from the old king? 
-He must adapt to change generation to generation listening to others and heeding their 
warnings, understanding he will be replaced someday 

 
12. What do you learn from the poor wise youth? 

-Humility as a poor young, imprisoned youth. Though liked now, understand fickle people, and 
in the end it’s all just a chasing after the wind. Reminds me of Joseph, (Genesis 41:37-46) 

 

Lesson:Popularity produces pride, but will not last, because people are fickle___ 

 

Challenge: How will you live your life for Jesus this week? 

 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 4 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

Last week we learned about the wickedness of judgement under the sun, oppression, and 
the vanity of popularity. Today we are going to study about vows to God, the briefness of 
riches, and gladness of heart 

 
Vows to God 
Read Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 
1. Why is it important for us to be sincere and serious in our worship of God? (see 

Matthew 6:7, 15:9; Isaiah 1:10-17) 
-God is one, undivided, that is how we should worship Him, w/ all of ourselves Deut 6:4-9 not 
fake 

2. What is the proper motivation behind faith in God? 
-Fear of God-He is in heaven, we are on earth. The bible is God’s word, know it to know Him 
 

3. Why is the pursuit of ceremonialism a vain attempt to find fulfillment?  
-being conformed to rituals is superficial and of the world, and will never satisfy our spirit. 
(Verses 5:1-7) 

4. In what ways could someone’s mouth lead them into sin? How has your mouth led 
you into sin? 

-Making promises to God & not fulfilling them. Unforgivable sin, blaspheme against the Holy 
spirit (Mark 3:28-30). Personal. For me, in pride I believe I can fulfill promises to God, but 
need Him to help me do so.  
 
Lesson:_A fool is one who refuses to learn, therefore fear God_________________________ 
 
Briefness of riches 
Read Ecclesiastes 5:8-17 

5. Why can someone who loves wealth, never be satisfied with wealth? 

-Because they never have enough of it, and are never satisfied with it (Verse 5:10) 

 

6. Why is it impossible to find security in the wealth we accumulate, to provide that 
security? 

-Greater wealth brings greater anxiety (verse 11)  

 

 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 4 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

 

7. How are you finding satisfaction in your toilsome labor? 
-Personal. For me this lesson, and bringing God’s word in study to our church. 
 
 

8. How are you enjoying the gifts God has given you? 
-Personal. For me pretty poorly, wastefully, rather than being good steward of. 
 

9. According to these verses, or any other scripture you may know, how can the hoarding 
of riches be evil? 

-The riches become their god, false idol. Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will 
hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 

God and money. Greed. Luke 12:15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of 

greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” Put trust in wealth. 1 Timothy 6:9-10, 17-18  
9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that 
plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, 
eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 17 Command those 
who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but 
to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.18 Command them to do 

good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. Verses 13-17 
 
Lesson:__You can’t take it with you, so spend God’s money wisely here__________________ 
 
Gladness of heart 
Read Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 

10. How does the Preacher describe the life of a miser? 
-My Bad, this is from the previous section. No sleep, worried about their amassed wealth.  
 

11. In what ways does your life reflect the life of a miser? 
-My bad this is from previous section too. I have many concerns over money. Cheapskate. 
 

12. How is a little bit of contentment able to give someone peace and tranquility? 
-They don’t look backwards because God keeps them full of a glad heart (verse 20) 

 
Lesson:__Eat, and drink from God’s glass of wine for satisfaction in life_____________ 
 
Challenge: How will you find security in Jesus this week? 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 5 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

Last time we met we learned about being ceremonial faithful, in making vows to God, the 
vanity of hoarding of riches, and finding satisfaction in our toil. This morning we will look at 
enjoyment lost, the heart of the wise, and wise shelter. 
 
Lost enjoyment 
Read Ecclesiastes 6:1-12 

1. Are riches, wealth, and honor evil things? What is the evil affliction associated with 
them? 

-No, God gives them to people. God does not grant the ability to enjoy them (verse 2) 
 

2. How is a stillborn child better than a prosperous man? 
-Prosperous man dies, unlamented, and dishonored, people only want his money. (verses 3-6) 
 

3. How is a person’s life like a shadow? 
-Common in motif in wisdom literature (Job 8:9, 1 Chron 29:15, Psalm102:11) Like a shadow 
1 minute we’re here next we’re gone (Long or short), and no power over where they end up. 

4. What advantage do the wise have over the fools? (see previous lessons) 
-Fear and faith in God. 
 
Lesson:Enjoy the gifts God gives you, but not more than God__________________________  

Heart of the wise 
Read Ecclesiastes 7:1-10 
 

5. Why is someone’s day of death better than the day of birth? What scripture do you know 
to support this?  

-Birth is all about potential, but death, for the believer, is all about fulfillment-at the moment of 
death do we perfectly receive all that Christ has won. Also, the day of death is a better teacher 
than day of birth-we know what kind of a person you are. Scripture- Philippians 1:21; Psalm 
116:15; Revelation 14:13; Isaiah 57:2; 2 Timothy 4:8; Psalm 73:24; Hebrews 9:28 

6. What can you learn about death, and funerals from these verses? 
-Death happens to everyone. 2 types at funeral-fool who feels grim at sadness & wants to get 
back to life to forget it & wise who recognize, they will be there one day & what will their life 
have been worth? 

7. When have you looked back and thought about the “good old days?” How do you feel 
about those days now? 

-Personal. For me, those days aren’t so good compared to now-I am free in Christ, really 
fearless now, not macho, bravado as before. 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 5 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

 

8. What other scripture verses do you know that speak of foolish anger? What do you learn 
from them? 

-1 Corinthians 13:4-5; Proverbs 17:14; Matthew 5:22; Proverbs 14:29; James 1:19 As God is 
slow to anger, so should we be. 
 
Lesson: To live a good life is preparing to die a good death (knowing what is important)____ 

 

Wise Shelter 
Read Ecclesiastes 7:11-14 

9. How is wisdom a shelter, as money is a shelter? 
-It benefits those who are alive. 

 
 

10. What is the value of wisdom? 
-Wisdom preserves those who have it, which is the advantage over money. 
 
 

11. How do you react when going through bad times? 
-Personal. For me, it is easy to get lost in the “woe is me” mentality in the moment of the 
sadness, but as I trust in God, I have learned value & growth in those times. 
 

12. What about the future concerns you? 
-Personal. For me, my children and their futures, but I am learning to put them in God’s hands, 
 
 
Lesson:_Wisdom is good to have, but do not make an idol out of it______________________ 
 
Challenge: How will you seek God’s shelter this week? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 6 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

 
In our last lesson the Preacher taught us about enjoyment that has been lost in our toil, the 
benefits of a wise heart, and the wise shelter is in God, Today we will look into extremes, 
schemes, and obedience. 

 
Extremes 
Read Ecclesiastes 7:15-26 

1. How could a person be overly righteous, or overly wicked? 
-In extreme legalism (excessive adherence to moral law or formula) or libertinism (Completely 
devoid of moral restraints, hedonism) 
 

2. Why might a person go to extremes in righteousness or wickedness? 
-They do not grasp Romans 6:14-sin is no longer their master, they are not under law, or bound 
over to sin, bur free in Christ, and under His Grace. 
 

3.  What realizations about ourselves, and our fellow man, should make us more tolerant, 
and patient with others? 

-No one on Earth is righteous. Romans 3:10-20, 23. Matthew 7:2 
 

4. How are we bewildered by the things we see going on in the world today? What can we 
do about it? 

-So much evil! Isaiah 5:20; 2 Timothy 3:1-5 
 
 
 
Lesson:__The God-fearing person will live a well-balanced, truly righteous and wise, life__ 

 
Schemes 
Read Ecclesiastes 7:27-8:1 

5. What does “adding one thing to another to discover the scheme of things” mean to you? 
How can you put this into action in your life? 

-Seeking the meaning of things or answers by linking what is already discovered. I can begin by 
seeking God’s plans and purposes in life. This can never be complete, and it is not possible to 
interpret all that is observed. Always yield to revealed truth. 

 
 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 6 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10  

6. Why do you think the Preacher has found only one upright man, and no upright women? 
Who is the one man? (see Job 33:23-24) 

-Because it was the Preacher’s experience, nowhere in scripture does it tell us women are 
inferior. I believe the one upright man is Jesus, as described by Job’s friend Elihu in Job 33  
 

7. What is the only thing the Preacher has found? 
-God created man upright, but they went in search of schemes (verse 29) See Genesis 3:1-6 & 
Romans 5:12 

8. How can wisdom, brighten someone’s face, and change their hard appearance? 
-Wisdom is enlightening-“Who is like the wise?” A radiant face means closeness to God, see 
Exodus 34:29-30 
 
Lesson:__In the grand scheme of things, seeking God’s face is all that matters___________ 
 
Obedience 
Read Ecclesiastes 8:2-17 

9. How are we counseled to act before those in charge of us? 

-Obey them, do not be in a hurry to leave their presence, do not stand up for a bad cause.Show 
him respect and loyalty 

10. What will wisdom tell us about the king, and his position? 
-He is supreme, obey his command to not be harmed, and put his command above your misery, 
moral power has the ability to enslave. 
 

11. Though the wicked may not immediately reap what they sow, what eventually is their 
downfall? 

-Death. All, good and evil will die & be buried. (Verse 10) 
 

12. What is true about the work of God? In light of this, what should be our response to His 
work? 

-No one can comprehend what God’s work is. See Deuteronomy 29:29 & Romans 11:33 
 
Lesson:__Earth is a place for sowing, and eternity a place for reaping___________________ 
 
Challenge: How will you fear God this week? 

 
 
 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 7 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

 
Last week, we learned that wisdom overdone is not really wisdom at all, that wisdom can 
change a person’s hard appearance, and life is sometimes unfair. Today we will look at the 
Preacher’s reflections that there is a common destiny for all, wisdom is best, even if it is 
uncertain, and that there are consequences to certain actions. 
 
Reflection 
Read Ecclesiastes 9:1-10 

1. How can death be fair and unfair? 
-Fair in that all people will die, the good and the evil, however this common destiny may be 
unfair in that it may encourage some to sin. 
 

2. What is the hope of those who are still living? 
-The living know they will die someday (Verse 4) a living Dog is better than a dead lion. 
 

3. What are some of the good things the Preacher lists, that we can enjoy in this life? 
-Eat food with gladness, drink wine with a joyful heart, enjoy life with your spouse who you 
love, whatever you do, do it with all your might  
 

4. What does “Always be clothed in white, and always anoint your head with oil” mean to 
you? 

-Joy in life is connected to purity and keeping hearts free from sin, which white clothes 
represent, and the oil is the Spirit of God on your head, and a token of gladness. What about 
“always”-may mean to always strive to not sin, & cherish God’s gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Lesson:__Be joyful in all of the good God has blessed you with in this life_______________ 
Quiet words 
Read Ecclesiastes 9:11-18 

5. How should we prepare for the unavoidable uncertainty of death? 
-Live life now. We don’t know when the end will come, enjoy the gifts & pleasures God has 
given you 

6. What tragedy do you notice about the story of the wise man in these verses? 

-Wisdom is fleeting, it’s reputation fades, it’s good soon undone &still has no answer for death. 
7. List some Bible examples where one wise man made a great impact. 

-Abraham (Father of faith throughout Genesis); Moses (Led Israel out of Egypt to Promised 
Land in exodus); Jesus (throughout the Bible). Not exclusive to men, any women? 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 7 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

 
8. List some Bible examples where one foolish person brought about great destruction. 

-Adam or Eve (Genesis 3); Cain (Genesis 4); Manassah (2 Kings 21:9-17) Women? 
 
 
Lesson:__Mankind cannot be wise enough to know when death will overtake them____  
 
Consequences 
Read Ecclesiastes 10:1-20 

9. How does a fool announce his folly? (see Proverbs 18:2) 
-In airing their own opinions, they do not act prudently (Proverbs 13:16) 
 
 

10. Why won’t an unjust ruler react fairly to criticism of him? 
-Arrogance & pride. 
 
 

11. How are fools consumed by their own lips? 
-In effort to be right, it is of little consolation when the evil man destroys you because of it. 
 
 

12. Why is there a time to keep silent? 
-Because what you say may reach the one who has dominion over you. 
 
 
Lesson:__Sometimes silence is golden, because what you say may come back to bite you__ 
 
Challenge: How will you live the life God has given you with gladness this week? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 8 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

 
Last week we learned of the common destiny for all, being wise is better than folly, and 
sometimes silence is golden. Today we finish our study of the Preacher with wise investing, 
being wise in your youth, and the final conclusion of the matter. 
 
Investments 
Read Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 

1. How should we react to things we cannot change or control? 
-Don’t let iniquity stop us from doing what wisdom dictates is good. So do not withhold good 
when you can do it. 
 

2. How much of your life is shaped by confident predictions about the future? 
-All of it, I trust Hebrews 9:28. None of it, as I don’t read horoscopes, or go to fortune tellers. 
 

3. Who causes the wind to blow, the baby to grow, or the seed to grow? What does this 
teach you about where your trust should be? 
 

-God. We manage here on Earth, but only God actually makes (See Job 38:12, 19-20, 35), so I 
need to surrender my doubts to God and trust Him without question.  
 

4. How are you living entirely for success, that in the end you failed to succeed or enjoy 
life? 

-Like in the parable of Luke 12:16-21. Personal. For me-hurrying through bible studies, 
answering questions, rather than spending time with God through them, so I have completed 
questions, but what value do I have from them without experiencing God in them? 
 
Lesson:__In God we trust should not just be something on money, but our life motto___ 
 
Wise youth 
Read Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:8 

5. How are you enjoying all of the days you live? 
-Personal. For me-Slowing down with friends, enjoy just being together, maybe some wine, 
good eats, & talk. 
 

6. What do you remember about your days of darkness? 

-A lot! God has given them as blessing for others. His light is real, warming, and changing, my 
shame & days of darkness and where I am now are proof. 



Ecclesiastes 
Lesson 8 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding –Proverbs 
9:10 

 
7. How can someone remember their creator in their youth? 

-In rejoicing, being happy, and finding joy in the days when you can be physically, mentally and 
relationally active with God. One day all of these will cease. 

8. How is your future shaping your present? 
-In knowing judgement is coming, enjoy the gifts from God, food, drink, relationships, & rest 
 
Lesson:__The thing to aim at in life is joy, how the world was meant to be_______________ 
 
Final conclusion 
Read Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 

9. What good are the words of the wise? 
-They teach other people knowledge, using wisdom to make others wise. Keeping others on the 
right path (goads), they are sharp, stinging like nails given directly from God (The one 
Shepherd) 
 

10. What kind of advantage do we have by listening to the Preacher? 
-Because the Preacher is wise, and pondered and searched for what he imparts. The advantage 
is to listen to the words he has found. 

 
11. Based on what we know of the Preacher, how do you think he came about his conclusion 

of the matter? 
-Through time with God, studying scripture. (See Exodus 20:20; 1 Samuel 12:24; Job 23:15; 
Psalm 19:9; Deuteronomy 4:2; Deuteronomy 4:6; Job 37:24) 
 

12. Now that all has been heard, what conclusion do you arrive at after studying Ecclesiastes, 
and what has brought you to that conclusion? 

-Personal. For me-Dying is the only thing I have to gain on Earth. There is no fear in death or 
judgement as I labor for Christ while I live, and live with Christ when I die. 
 
 
 
Lesson:__Fear God and keep His commandments, that is what life is all about____________ 
 
Challenge: How will you fear God, and keep His commandments, all your days under the 
sun? 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


