
Dear Faith Covenant Church, 
 I want to give you a more personal accounting on what has happened 
over the past week at the 134th Annual Meeting of the Evangelical Covenant 
Church (ECC.)  Additionally, the official three-page ECC Delegate summary 
of the 134th Annual Meeting will be made available to you and you can pick 
up a copy at the church. 
 A record number of credentialed delegates (1051) came to Omaha, NE, 
last week from 430 churches.  The energy driving this record turn-out were 
the number of historic decisions that needed to be made.  The 134th Annual 
Meeting of the ECC was tasked with the responsibility of voting on the 
recommendation of the Executive Board of the ECC to involuntarily dismiss 
First Covenant Church, Minneapolis (FCCM) because the Executive Board 
found FCCM to be out of harmony by contravening the following: 
 
 “The ECC’s standard of marriage by permitting same-sex marriage. 
 The ECC’s prohibition of clergy officiating and participating at same-
sex weddings. 
 The ECC’s requirement that clergy adhere to a personal behavioral 
standard of celibacy in singleness and faithfulness in heterosexual marriage. 
 The ECC’s guideline and expectation that congregations refrain from 
hosting same-sex weddings and related events. 
 The authority of the Board of Ordered Ministry by locally credentialing 
a pastor.”1 

 
These charges against FCCM were the result of a five-year process  

that followed all the appropriate protocols and processes that the ECC has 
in place.  FCCM has always prided itself as being an independent voice 
within the ECC.  (Ironically, many decades ago FCCM was skewed to the far 
right!)  In a nutshell, last week’s historic decision was the ECC saying to 
FCCM: “You may have a different interpretation about same-sex marriage 
than the ECC has, nevertheless, you may not keep that different 
interpretation and remain within the ECC.” 

Therefore, the choices given to FCCM came down to:  
1. Graciously leaving the ECC. 
2. Repenting of your teachings and remain within the ECC. 
3. Standing before the recommendations given by the Executive 

Board of the ECC and facing the decisions made by the Annual 
Meeting.  (The Annual Meeting is the highest authority within the 
ECC.) 

FCCM chose the third option. 



The leadership of FCCM expressed to the Annual Meeting their deep 
desire to remain within the ECC as FCCM was a founding member back in 
1885 and many personal relationships have been formed over the years.  
FCCM is an historic downtown church and no one can dispute the significant 
ministry that it continues to bring, in Jesus’ name, to an impoverished and 
underserved community. 

Nevertheless, FCCM, was seemingly unwilling to change its position 
on same-sex marriages. 
 The vote to involuntarily remove FCCM was a two-part vote.  First, 
there was a simple majority vote to see if they were “guilty” of the charges 
brought against them.  They were found “guilty.”  The second vote was a 
two-thirds majority vote that would involuntarily remove FCCM.  I voted for 
FCCM’s removal joining the majority in approximately a 75%-25% vote. 
 Immediately after the vote to remove FCCM, the Annual Meeting was 
led in a meaningful time of praying a lament.  (Copies of this prayer are 
available at the church.) 
 Closely associated with the decision to remove FCCM were the 
decisions to take away (defrock) the ordinations of, The Rev. Dan Collison 
and The Rev. Steve Armfield.  Certificates of Ordination are not for 
individuals to own, rather they are granted through the authority of the 
ordaining body.   
 The votes at the Annual Meeting to remove both clergymen were also 
done in a two-part process.  The first vote determined their “guilt” and the 
second vote was to discipline them.  Both were found guilty and both were 
then defrocked by similar percentage votes as had been cast for the 
removal of FCCM. 
 FCCM was allowed to keep their building and they will continue to 
serve people in Jesus’ name in downtown Minneapolis.  However, they will 
quickly be changing the name of their church.   
 Pastor Collison will continue to serve as the pastor of the former 
FCCM.  His ordination credentials and standing have been removed by the 
ECC.     
 Pastor Steve Armfield is retired.  
 Steve was a classmate of mine at North Park Theological Seminary.  
He was the founding pastor of Thornapple Covenant Church, outside of 
Grand Rapids, and served that church honorably and faithfully for decades.  
When he retired from Thornapple, he served on the staff of the Great Lakes 
Conference.  Steve has preached at our church and led us through our 
Veritas, (refocusing our vision) experience.  He was a mentor for me and I 
turned to him often for counsel and advice.   

I am saddened by the choice to remove him, though I understand it. 



 I feel the need to bring additional context to you on behalf of those 
who voted (25%) in the minority.  I realize that though I voted in the majority 
(75%), I have many friends who voted in the minority.  I can’t speak for 
everyone in the minority; however, I sense that most of those within the 
minority were NOT expressing a support for same-sex unions.  Rather, most 
were dismayed that we were only given a choice of either “yes or no.”  
Many of those in the minority voice wished that there had been more 
compassionate options available to the delegates for each of the decisions 
we were asked to make.   
 I appreciate the ECC’s statement of what happened:             
          “The ECC is mindful of the gravity, complexity, sensitivity and pain that 
matters of human sexuality can bring and the weighty considerations that 
these decisions bring to many within the ECC family.  The ECC affirms that 
all people are made in the image of God and are therefore valuable and 
loved by God.  As a church, we welcome everyone, and our commitment is 
to lead with love and to continually seek deeper ways to care for people 
with greater understanding, compassion and sensitivity.”2 

 I pray for everyone involved that we will move forward with grace, 
compassion, justice and truth. 
 In humble service to our God, 
 
 Pastor Tim Heintzelman 
 
      

1 Public Letter sent from the ECC about the removal of FCCM from the roster 

of Covenant Churches. 

2 ibid 

    


