


Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson Plan 
 

Title Verses Lesson 
Introduction (Hebrew) 

Young Daniel in Babylon Daniel 1 1 
Prophesy for the Nations of the World (Aramaic) 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of a Statue Daniel 2 2 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Worship Daniel 3 3 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride  Daniel 4 4 
Handwriting on the Wall (Babylon’s Demise) Daniel 5 5 
Daniel and the Lion’s Den Daniel 6 6 
Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts Daniel 7 7 

Prophesy for Israel (Hebrew) 
Daniel’s Vision of Ram and Goat Daniel 8 8 
Daniel’s Prayer and Vision of 70 “Sevens” Daniel 9 9 
Revelation to Daniel Daniel 10:1-11:1 10 
Fulfilled Prophesy for Israel  Daniel 11:2-35 11 
Yet to be Fulfilled Prophesy for Israel Daniel 11:36-12:13 12 

 



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 1 
Young Daniel in Babylon 

 
Historical Setting 

 For 23 years, Jeremiah (Jeremiah 25) prophesied and warned Israel to turn from 
their evil ways. 

o In 605 BC, Jeremiah says God will bring Nebuchadnezzar against Israel. 
o God will allow Israel’s people and land to be destroyed. 
o Israel will serve King of Babylon for 70 years. 
o At the end of 70 years, God will punish Babylon and make it desolate 

forever. 
 In 605 BC God allowed Israel to be conquered by Nebuchadnezzar since Israel, 

as a nation, rejected Him.  (See 2 Kings 25, 2 Chronicles 36 and Jeremiah 52) 
 
“The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent word to them through his messengers 
again and again, because he had pity on his people and on his dwelling place.  
But they mocked God’s messengers, despised his words and scoffed at his 
prophets until the wrath of the Lord was aroused against his people and there 
was no remedy.”  (2 Chronicles 36:15) 

 
 The first deportation of Jews to Babylon occurred in 605 BC and included Daniel. 
 The second deportation occurred in 597 BC and included Ezekiel. 
 In 588 BC Nebuchadnezzar surrounded Jerusalem and besiege the city. 

o In 586 BC Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem, bound king Zedekiah, killed 
his sons, blinded him and carried him off to Babylon. 

o He destroyed Jerusalem, tore down the walls, carried of the people to 
Babylon into exile. 

o He carried off the gold and silver temple elements to Babylon. 
 As Jeremiah had prophesied, Jerusalem was destroyed and people either fled to 

Egypt (Ezekiel) or were captured and sent to Babylon along with Daniel and his 
friends who were already in Babylon. 

 Nebuchadnezzar died in 562BC and was succeeded by his son Evil-Merodach 
who reigned for only two years and was murdered by his brother-in-law who 
ruled for 4 years.  Nabonidus became king and ruled from 556 to 539.  
Nabonidus ruled the empire but his son Belsazzar (Daniel 5) ruled the city of 
Babylon until it was captured by Darius. 

 In 538BC according to Ezra, and after the 70 years of exile, the Jews began to 
return to Jerusalem to re-build the temple. 

 The book of Daniel was probably completed in 532-530BC when Daniel was in 
his 90’s and writing his memoirs. 

 
Author  

 Daniel 9:2 and 10:2 implies that Daniel is the author. 
 Jesus confirms Daniel’s authorship in Matthew 24:15. 

 
“So when you see standing in the holy place the abomination that causes 
desolation, spoken of through the prophet Daniel…” 
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Lesson 1 
Young Daniel in Babylon 

 
 A modern, alternate, and incorrect view of the date of writing says: 

o This view says that Daniel is fictional because predictive prophecy is 
impossible. 

o Therefore, Daniel was written in the second century BC when the 
predicted events were already historical facts. 

o Evidence against this view is listed below. 
 Jesus verifies Daniel as a prophet in Matthew 24. 
 The language itself is not from the second century. 
 There are prophesies yet to be fulfilled. 
 God wrote the book. 

 Chapters 1, 8-12 are written in Hebrew while chapters 2-7 are written in Aramaic. 
 Chapter 4 is written by or at least a statement by Nebuchadnezzar himself. 

 
Main Principles 

 God is sovereign over past, present, and future history. 
 God will reward those believers who are faithful to Him in a fallen and ungodly 

world. 
 God’s Grace provides future redemption for Israel and believers. 
 God is victorious over evil. 

 
Chronological Order of Daniel 
 

Chapters Subject 
Daniel 1 Young Daniel in Babylon 
Daniel 2-4 Daniel’s interpretation of dreams and visions 
Daniel 7 Daniel’s dream of 4 beasts 
Daniel 8 Daniel’s vision of ram and goat 
Daniel 5 Handwriting on the Wall 
Daniel 9 Daniel’s prayer and vision 
Daniel 6 Daniel and the Lion’s Den 
Daniel 10-12 Revelation’s to Daniel 
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Lesson 1 
Young Daniel in Babylon 

 
God’s Victory to Nebuchadnezzar  
Read Daniel 1:1-2. 
1. Was Nebuchadnezzar a godly man at this point?  Why or why not?  
 
 
 
2. Why would God allow a pagan to conquer Jerusalem and His chosen people?  
 
 
 
 
3. Do you see a current example of nations turning against God?  Do you see 

examples of nations turning to God?  See Nahum 1:3. 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
God’s Blessings to Daniel and Friends 
Read Daniel 1:3-7. 
4. What made Daniel and his friends unique?  See Daniel 1:8, Ezra 9:8 and Matthew 

7:21-23. 
 
 
 
 
5. What was Nebuchadnezzar’s plan for the young men? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. How are people today “brainwashed” by our society?  How have you been 

“brainwashed?” 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 1 
Young Daniel in Babylon 

 
Daniel’s Resolution 
Read Daniel 1:8-16. 
7. Daniel and his friends accepted the Babylonian teaching, training and name 

changes.  Why did Daniel draw the line at food consumption? 
 
 
 
8. Even though “God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel” he 

was concerned about losing his head by allowing the special diet.  How did Daniel 
use godly principals in this situation?  See Romans 12:1-2, 18. 

 
 
 
 
9. Are you a conformer or a transformer?  How will you be a transformer for Jesus this 

week? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
God’s Rewards to Daniel and Friends 
Read Daniel 1:18-21. 
10. What rewards did God give the young men? 
 
 
 
11. God gave Daniel and his friends knowledge and understanding.  What role did 

Daniel and his friends play in this learning process?  See James 1:5. 
 
 
 
12. How will you improve your knowledge and understanding of God this week? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  How will you be a godly transformer rather than an ungodly 
conformer in this fallen world this week? 



Daniel 
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Lesson 2 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of a Statue 

 
Last week we covered Young Daniel in Babylon.  We saw God’s Victory to 
Nebuchadnezzar, God’s Blessings to Daniel and Friends, Daniel’s Resolution, and 
God’s Rewards to Daniel and Friends.  This week we will study Nebuchadnezzar’s 
Dream of a Statue divided into three sections:  Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream and Fury; 
Daniel’s Wisdom, Dream and Prayer; and Daniel’s Interpretation the Dream. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream and Fury 
Read Daniel 2:1-13. 
1. What did Nebuchadnezzar ask the magicians to do?  How was he testing them? 
 
 
2. Why would God communicate with a pagan king through a dream?  See Hebrews 

1:1-2. 
 
 
 
3. What was the astrologer’s response that made the king furious?  How were the 

astrologers exposed? 
 
 
 
4. Does God communicate with dreams today?  How else does God communicate 

today?  See Jeremiah 23:25-32. 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
Daniel’s Wisdom, Prayer and Praise 
Read Daniel 2:14-23. 
5. What was Daniel’s response to the commander of the king’s guard? 
 
 
 
6. What was Daniel’s plan of action?  See Psalm 50:15, Hebrews 11:6 and James 1:5. 
 
 
 
 
7. Daniel praises God after the mystery was revealed in a vision.  What do you learn 

about God from Daniel’s praising of God? 
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Lesson 2 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of a Statue 

 
8. What has God revealed to you? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Daniel’s Interpretation of the Dream 
Read Daniel 2:24-45. 
9. What impressed you about Daniel’s immediate response to Arioch and the king? 
 
 
 
 
10. Daniel interprets events future to him.  His interpretation was fulfilled as follows: 

a. Head of gold is Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon which lasted from 636BC to 
539BC.  Jeremiah refers to it as “a golden cup in the Lord’s hand.”   

b. Breast and arms of silver is the Medo-Persian Kingdom from 539-330BC 
when Darius conquered Babylon as stated in Daniel 5:30-31.   

c. Belly and thighs of bronze is the Greek kingdom from 330BC to 63BC which 
was brought into place with Alexander the great who died in 323BC. 

d. Legs of iron and feet of clay is the Roman Empire from 63BC until today.  Iron 
represents strength but clay is weakness.  Daniel 2:43 says that “The people 
will be a mixture and will not remain united.” 

e. “Rock cut out, but not by human hands” smashes the statue, breaks it into 
pieces, and becomes a huge mountain that fills the whole earth. 

What truths do you see in verses 44-45? 
 
 
 
 

11. How was Nebuchadnezzar affected by Daniel’s revelation?  Do you think he is a 
believer at this point?  See Daniel 4:25. 

 
 
 
 
12. How were Daniel and his friends affected by Daniel’s giving of the revelation? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  How will you humbly work and glorify God as His sovereign plan for 
an eternal kingdom lies before you? 
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Lesson 3 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Worship 

 
Last time we studied Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of a Statue divided into three sections:  
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream and Fury; Daniel’s Wisdom, Dream and Prayer; and 
Daniel’s Interpretation the Dream.  Now we will study Nebuchadnezzar’s Worship and 
how Daniel’s three friends have their Faith Tested by Nebuchadnezzar, Faith Tested 
by Death, Faith Proven by Fire, and Faith Encouraged by Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
Faith Tested by Nebuchadnezzar 
Read Daniel 3:1-12. 
1. What is the significance of Nebuchadnezzar’s statue and music used in worship? 
 
 
 
2. What is the attitude of the worshippers?  Do you sometimes have that same 

attitude? 
 
 
 
3. Why did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refuse to worship the statue prior to 

being found out and reported by the astrologers?  See Exodus 20:2-4 and Isaiah 
43:2-3. 

 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Faith Tested by Death 
Read Daniel 3:13-19. 
4. What are the interesting points of Nebuchadnezzar’s confrontation with Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego? 
 
 
 
5. How did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego respond to Nebuchadnezzar?  See 1 

Peter 3:15. 
 
 
 
 
6. How is your faith similar to the three Jewish men?  How is it different?  See 

Habakkuk 3:17-19 and James 1:2-4. 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 3 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Worship 

 
 
Faith Proved by Fire 
Read Daniel 3:19-25. 
7. List some of the details of this miracle? 
 
 
8. Who is the 4th man in the furnace?  See Isaiah 43:2-3. 
 
 
 
 
9. Nebuchadnezzar’s penalty for not worshipping the statue is death by fire.  What is 

God’s penalty for not worshipping Him?  See Revelation 20:15. 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Faith Encouraged by Nebuchadnezzar 
Read Daniel 3:26-30. 
10. Describe the events in these verses. 
 
 
11. This miracle was and is a great encouragement. 

a. How was it a great encouragement for the other exile Jews in Babylon? 
 
 

b. How is it a great encouragement for you today?  See Hebrews 6:17-18 and 
Revelation 2:10. 

 
 

c. How will it be a great encouragement for those in the future refusing to take 
the mark of the beast described in Revelation 13 and 14? 

 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  How will you obey God’s commands and faithfully trust His promises 
this week? 
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Lesson 4 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride 

 
Last week we studied Nebuchadnezzar’s Worship and how Daniel’s three friends have 
their Faith Tested by Nebuchadnezzar, Faith Tested by Death, Faith Proven by 
Fire, and Faith Encouraged by Nebuchadnezzar.  This week we will see an 
autobiography by King Nebuchadnezzar to all of his people.  It may have been written 
20-30 years after the fiery furnace.  It amazingly shows Nebuchadnezzar’s change from 
pride to humility and his worship of the Sovereign God.  We will study 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Witness, Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream, Daniel’s Interpretation and 
Advice, and finally, Nebuchadnezzar’s Humility. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Witness  
Read Daniel 4:1-3. 
1. What does Nebuchadnezzar tell the people about God?  See Daniel 2:44 and 6:27. 
 
 
 
2. What is Nebuchadnezzar about to do?  See Acts 1:8. 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream  
Read Daniel 4:4-18. 
3. What was Nebuchadnezzar’s situation prior to the dream? 
 
 
 
4. Nebuchadnezzar was terrified about the dream.  What were the main points about 

the dream which for which he called Daniel to interpret?   
 
 
 
 
5. Why does Nebuchadnezzar ask Daniel to interpret the dream? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What lesson do you learn about God from this dream?  Seek Luke 19:10. 
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Lesson 4 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride 

 
Daniel’s Interpretation and Advice 
Read Daniel 4:19-27. 
7. Why, do you think, Daniel was perplexed and terrified for a time?   
 
 
 
8. What is God trying to teach Nebuchadnezzar? 
 
 
 
 
9. What advice does Daniel give?  See Leviticus 5:5 and 1 John 1:9. 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Humility  
Read Daniel 4:28-37. 
10. God waited 12 months for Nebuchadnezzar to confess his sin and humble himself.  

What does this tell you about God? 
 
 
 
11. Notice that God immediately fulfilled what was said in the dream.  What did 

Nebuchadnezzar learn from God’s discipline?  See James 4:6. 
 
 
 
 
 
12. What prideful thing does God need to remove from you?  Will you repent of it or will 

you wait for God to act? 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
Challenge:  Will you be willing to share with someone else how God has humbled 
and then exalted you?  
 



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 5 
Handwriting on the Wall 

 
Last time we saw how Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride was dealt with.  We studied 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Witness, Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream, Daniel’s Interpretation and 
Advice, and finally, Nebuchadnezzar’s Humility.   
 
Now we will see the Handwriting on the Wall.  The events of chapter 5 occurred in 
539BC when Daniel was about 82 and on the last night of Belshazzar’s reign. The 
Medo-Persian army was camped outside the high “safe” walls of Babylon which had 
food and water for 20 years.  Daniel’s dream of four beasts in chapter 7 occurred in the 
first year of his reign (about 553BC), and is similar to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a 
statue in chapter 2.  Daniel’s vision of the ram and goat occurred in Belshazzar’s third 
year (about 550BC).  Therefore, God had given Daniel 3 views of the future prior to 
Belshazzar’s last banquet.  .  In this lesson we will see Belshazzar’s Banquet, Writing 
on the Wall, Daniel’s Rebuke, and Babylon’s Demise. 
 
Belshazzar’s Banquet 
Read Daniel 5:1-4. 
1. Describe what you might think Belshazzar’s banquet was like. 
 
 
2. In chapter 3, Nebuchadnezzar commanded that no one could say anything against 

the Jewish God.  Do you think Belshazzar continued to enforce his father’s 
command? If not, why not? 

 
 
3. Belshazzar seemed to be drunk, indulgent, indifferent and irreverent.  How can you 

avoid these sinful traits?  See Philippians 4:8. 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Writing on the Wall 
Read Daniel 5:5-12. 
4. What was Belshazzar’s reaction to the fingers of a human hand writing on the wall? 
 
 
5. Were the Queen’s comments helpful?  
 
 
6. As a prophet, Daniel spoke forth God’s Word.  Compare Nebuchadnezzar’s reaction 

to God’s Word with Belshazzar’s reaction.  What is your reaction to God’s Word? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ______________________________________________________________ 



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 5 
Handwriting on the Wall 

 
 
Daniel’s Rebuke 
Read Daniel 5:13-24. 
7. Daniel is brought before the king to tell what the writing means.  Why would Daniel 

refuse the gifts and rewards that Belshazzar offered?  
 
 
 
8. Why does Daniel recount the story of Nebuchadnezzar to Belshazzar? 
 
 
 
9. What role does God’s Word play in your life? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Babylon’s Demise 
Read Daniel 5:25-31. 
10. What is the judgment that Daniel explains? 
 
 
11. When was this prophecy fulfilled? 
 
 
 
12. The destruction of Babylon is prophesied in Isaiah 13:1-14:21, Jeremiah 50-51, and 

Revelation 18.  Babylon is currently no more.  In general, Babylon is seen as an 
area of sin while Jerusalem is a city of God.  What does Genesis 11 (Shinar), Isaiah, 
Jeremiah and Revelation say about Babylon? 

 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  Do you have faith in God’s sovereign plan regardless of what men 
seem to do?  If so, how does that change your view of God? 
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Lesson 6 
Daniel and the Lion’s Den 

 
Last week we saw the Handwriting on the Wall: Belshazzar’s Banquet, Writing on the 
Wall, Daniel’s Rebuke, and Babylon’s Demise.  During this lesson we study the well-
known event of Daniel and the Lion’s Den.  We learn of Daniel’s Distinction compared 
to others, Daniels’ Prayer compared to others schemes, God’s Protection compared 
to government authority, and God’s Glory compared to other’s punishment. 
 
Daniel’s Distinction – Other’s Corruption 
Read Daniel 6:1-4. 
1. Why was Darius concerned about suffering loss?  See Ecclesiastes 5:8-9. 
 
 
 
2. How was Daniel viewed by the king?  How was he viewed by the Satraps? 
 
 
 
3. How are you viewed by your friends, fellow workers, or family members?  See 

Colossians 3:22-23. 
 
 
 
Lesson:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
Daniel’s Prayer – Other’s Scheme 
Read Daniel 6:5-14. 
4. Explain the scheme of the satraps to entrap Daniel. 
 
 
5. Do you think that Daniel purposely defied the king’s decree?  If so, was he justified 

in doing so? 
 
 
 
 
6. How does Daniel’s prayer life encourage you?  See Psalm 55:16-17, Acts 5:29 and 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson: _____________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 6 
Daniel and the Lion’s Den 

 
God’s Protection – Government’s Authority 
Read Daniel 6:15-23. 
7. Does God promise that godly people will be free from persecution?  See 2 Timothy 

3:12-15.  How did the king feel about Daniel’s persecution? 
 
 
 
8. Describe the seen at the lion’s den early the next morning. 
 
 
 
 
9. Of what other persecutions in the Bible does this story remind you?  Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
10. What do you learn about God from this story? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
God’s Glory – Other’s Punishment 
Read Daniel 6:24-28. 
 
11. What happened to the false accusers, their wives and children? 
 
 
 
 
12. How was God Glorified? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  Are you free from God’s punishment?  If so, how will you Glorify Him 
this week? 
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Lesson 7 
Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts 

 
Last time we looked at the well-known event of Daniel and the Lion’s Den.  We learned 
of Daniel’s Distinction compared to others, Daniels’ Prayer compared to others 
schemes, God’s Protection compared to government authority, and God’s Glory 
compared to other’s punishment. 
 
This time we will see Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts.  In this we will see the World’s 
Four Kingdoms, Satan’s Temporary Kingdom, and God’s Everlasting Kingdom.   
Daniel’s dream of four beasts in chapter 7 occurred in the first year of Belshazzar’s 
reign (about 553BC), and is similar to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a statue in chapter 2.  
Daniel’s vision of the ram and goat in chapter 8 occurred in Belshazzar’s third year 
(about 550BC).  Therefore, God had given Daniel 3 views of the future prior to 
Belshazzar’s last banquet, which we studied in chapter 5.   
 
World’s Four Kingdoms 
Read Daniel 7:1-7 and 15-23. 
1. Was Daniel’s experience a dream, vision or something else?  See Daniel 7:1, 15-16 

and 2 Corinthians 12:1-4. 
 
 
2. Explain the symbolism of “the great sea.”  See Isaiah 17:12-13 and Revelation 13:1. 
 
 
 
3. Similar to the dream in chapter 2, the four kingdoms seem to be Babylon, Medo-

Persia, Greece and Rome.  What are some of the details of the fourth beast? 
 
 
 
4. What role does God play in human history? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Satan’s Temporary Kingdom 
Read Daniel 7:8, 11-12, and 21-26, 
5. What are the 10 horns?  See Revelation 13:1. 
 
 
6. What does the little horn represent?  How does Daniel’s vision of the little horn 

compare with 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12, Revelation 13:1-10? 
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Lesson 7 
Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts 

 
7. Daniel 7:21-23, 25 describes a “war against the saints.”  What does that mean? 
 
 
 
 
8. From these verses, what good news does Daniel give to believers? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
God’s Everlasting Kingdom 
Read Daniel 7:9-14 and 27-28. 
9. Who is the Ancient of Days?  What do you learn about Him?  See Revelation 4:1-8, 

5:11-14. 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Who is the Son of Man?  What do you learn about Him?  See Matthew 24:30, 

Revelation 1:4-13 and Revelation 5:1-7. 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Who are the saints and what is their future?  See Revelation 20:1-8. 
 
 
 
 
12. Why do you think Daniel was deeply troubled and turned pale? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  Will you have a new reverence for God and His Kingdom as you pray 
“your kingdom come, your will be done”? 
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Lesson 7 
Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts 

 
Note:  According to Warren Wiersbe’s commentary on Daniel, a possible 7 year 
scenario described in Daniel and other scripture is listed below. 

 Anti-Christ will come from one of the 10 nations of Europe (Rome). He will 
overcome three of those nations and will move to become a world dictator with 
the help of Satan (Daniel 7:8, 11-12, 21-26; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; and 
Revelation 13:1-10). 

 He will sign a 7 year covenant protecting the Jews.  This will mark the beginning 
of the last 7 years of Daniel’s 70 weeks. (Daniel 9:24-27).  This is also known as 
the tribulation (Matthew 24:1-14, Mark 13:1-13, and Revelation 6-19). 

 After 3.5 years, the antichrist will break his covenant with the Jews, by setting up 
his own image in the Jewish temple in Jerusalem.  He will force the world to 
worship him.  This is called the “abomination of desolation” (Daniel 11:31, 
Matthew 24:15, Mark 13:14, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4). 

 The abomination of desolation also signals the last half of the tribulation called 
the “wrath of God.”  (Revelation 14:10,19; 15:1,7; Matthew 24:15-28; Mark 13:14-
23) 

 Jesus Christ will return to earth with His holy ones (Zechariah 14:1-9) to defeat 
the antichrist and his army (Matthew 24:29-44; Mark 13:24-27; Revelation 19:11-
21). 

 Jesus Christ will then establish His millennial Kingdom on earth (Daniel 7:13-14, 
26-27; Revelation 20:1-6). 

 The Church will be caught up in the air (raptured) to be with the Lord forever (1 
Thessalonians 4:15-17).  This rapture may be just prior to the 7 year tribulation, 
sometime during the tribulation (perhaps after 3.5 years) or at the end of the 
tribulation.   



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 8 
Daniel’s Vision of Ram and Goat 

 
Last week we saw Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts.  We saw the World’s Four 
Kingdoms, Satan’s Temporary Kingdom, and God’s Everlasting Kingdom.  Today 
we will study Daniel’s Vision of Ram and Goat.  We will see Daniel at Susa and seeing 
a vision.  The vision seems to look forward to Cyrus, King of Persia, Alexander the 
Great from Greece, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, and perhaps an Anti-Christ 
Foreshadow. 
 
Note:  Daniel’s vision of the ram and goat in chapter 8 occurred in Belshazzar’s third 
year (about 550BC).  This vision is written in Hebrew as is the rest of the book.  
Therefore, the prophecies of Daniel 8-12 concern the future for Israel.  Daniel needed 
the help of Gabriel, God’s messenger, to understand this vision.  Let us pray that Holy 
Spirit will help us to understand as well.  
 
Daniel at Susa 
Read Daniel 8:1-2, 15-19, and 26-27. 
1. What is the significance of Daniel being in the Citadel of Susa?  See Nehemiah 1:1-

4 and Esther 1:2-4. 
 
 
2. Who is Gabriel and who tells Gabriel to tell the meaning of the vision to Daniel? 
 
 
3. What is Gabriel going to tell Daniel about? 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Cyrus, King of Persia 
Read Daniel 8:3-4, and 20. 
4. Cyrus was the king of Persia and in 539BC conquered Babylon as we saw in Daniel 

1:21. In Daniel 5:30, Darius was either Cyrus’s governor for Babylon or another 
name for Cyrus.  How was Cyrus God’s chosen instrument for Israel?  See Isaiah 
44:28-45:4 and Ezra 1:1-11. 

 
 
5. What is God’s sovereign plan for Israel?  See Romans 11:26-28. 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Alexander the Great from Greece 
Read Daniel 8:5-8 and 21-22. 
6. From history, how does Alexander the Great fulfill this prophecy? 
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“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 8 
Daniel’s Vision of Ram and Goat 

 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes  
Read Daniel 8:9-14. 
Historical Notes.  After the death of Alexander the Great, Greece was divided and ruled 
by four men, one of whom was Antiochus Epiphanes.  He ruled Syria from 175 to 
163BC and was known as the cruelest tyrants in history.  Naming himself Epiphanes 
(epiphany or revelation from the gods) he promoted himself as a god.  Desiring to turn 
the Jews into Greeks, he angrily attacked Jerusalem, eventually devastated the temple 
and replaced the alter with Zeus, and sacrificed a pig on it.  He prohibited the Jewish 
religion and practices.  In 165BC Judas Maccabeus purified the alter and Jewish 
worship was restored.  This resulted in the celebration of Hanukkah.  In 163BC 
Antiochus went mad and died rather suddenly. 
7. How does Antiochus Epiphanes fulfill Daniel’s prophecy in verses 9-14? 
 
 
8. What lesson do you learn from this prophecy? 
 
 
Anti-Christ Foreshadow 
Read Daniel 8:23-27. 
Note.  Some commentators believe that these verses continue with a description of the 
historical Antiochus Epiphanes.  Others believe that these verses refer to the Anti-Christ 
future to us and described in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 and Revelation 13.  Remember 
also that in 70AD the Romans totally destroyed the Jerusalem Temple.  Since that time 
and according to Romans 11:25-26 “Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the 
full number of Gentiles has come in.  And so all Israel will be saved…” 
 
9. What are the attributes of the person described in verses 23-25 “when rebels have 

become completely wicked?” 
 
10. No one knows the day or hour of the end (Matthew 24:36).  Therefore, Satan seems 

rise up a candidate for the Anti-Christ in all ages.  How will you stand firm against 
Satan and his “powerful delusions?”  See. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17. 

 
 
11. Why is Daniel told to seal up the vision which is true?  See. Ephesians 3:1-13. 
 
 
12. Daniel was exhausted, ill and appalled by the vision?  How are you affected by 

God’s revelation of future events?  See Daniel 9:16. 
 

Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  Will you continue to pray for a revival in our nation so that 
unbelievers avoid the “powerful delusion” of Satan? 



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 9 
Daniel’s Prayer and Vision of 70 “Sevens” 

 
Last week we studied Daniel’s Vision of Ram and Goat.  We saw Daniel at Susa and 
seeing a vision.  The vision seems to look forward to Cyrus, King of Persia, Alexander 
the Great from Greece, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, and perhaps an Anti-Christ 
Foreshadow.  Daniel 9 is in the first year of Darius when the Medes took over Babylon.  
It precedes Chapter 6 when Daniel is thrown into the lions’ den.  In this chapter we will 
see Daniel’s Discovery of God’s Plan, Daniel’s prayer of Worship, Confession, and 
Request, and God’s Timing of future events. 
 
Discovery of God’s Plan 
Read Daniel 9:1-3, Jeremiah 25:1-14, 29:10-14. 
1. In what ways did Daniel communicate with God?  
 
  
2. This may not have been the first time that Daniel had read Jeremiah.  What did he 

learn from God’s Word? 
 
 
 
3. How do you communicate with God? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Worship, Confession and Request 
Read Daniel 9:3-19. 
Daniel was a man of prayer from an early age (Daniel 2:16-13), prior to the lions’ den 
(Daniel 6:10-11), and asking for an explanation of the vision (Daniel (7:15). 
4. In what ways does Daniel worship God in his prayer? 
 
 
 
5. How does Daniel confess sins? 
 
 
 
6. What specific requests does Daniel make in his prayer? 
 
 
 
7. How will you use Daniel’s prayer as a model for your own prayer time? 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 9 
Daniel’s Prayer and Vision of 70 “Sevens” 

 
God’s Timing 
Read Daniel 9:20-27. 
Note:  The prophecy that Gabriel is about to give relates to future events for the Jews 
and their holy city Jerusalem from Daniel’s time to the second coming of Jesus.   
Further details about the end times are given in Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21, 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-5:3, 2 Thessalonians 2, 2 Peter 3:10-12, Revelation, Isaiah, 
Zechariah 14, and many other books of the Bible. 
 
8. What do you find interesting about Gabriel’s appearance to Daniel in verses 20-23? 
 
 
 
9. What are the purposes that are set forth for the Jews and Holy City in the seventy, 

seven year periods? 
 
 
 
10. Describe the fulfillment of the 7 sevens (49 years) and 62 sevens (438 years) in 

verses 25-26a. 
 
 
 
11. Some say that the last 7 has been fulfilled, while others contend that it is future to 

us.  What do you think?  Use other scripture to justify your opinion. 
 
 
 
 
12. In what way has Daniel 9 helped to draw you closer to God? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  How will you be encouraged to spend more time with the Sovereign 
God this week?   
 



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 10 
Revelation to Daniel 

 
Last week we studied Daniel’s Discovery of God’s Plan, Daniel’s prayer of Worship, 
Confession, and Request, and God’s Timing of future events.  This week we will 
study a Revelation to Daniel.  We will see Daniel’s Mourning, an Amazing 
Appearance, and the Unseen Battle. 
 
Daniel’s Mourning 
Read Daniel 10:1-3. 
1. Notice that the revelation given to Daniel was in the 3rd year of Cyrus.  Does this 

contradict Daniel 1:21? 
 
 
2. Of what did the message concern?  See Daniel 11-12.  See Daniel 10:14. 
 
 
3. Do you think Daniel’s mourning for three weeks occurred before he received the 

vision in chapter 10-12 or after?  Why was he mourning? 
 
 
 
4. Has God changed your heart so that you mourn about God’s future judgment on 

unbelievers?  If so, how will you turn that heart change into action this week? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Amazing Appearance 
Read Daniel 10:4-19. 
5. What is interesting about the men with Daniel? 
 
 
  



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 10 
Revelation to Daniel 

 
6. Scholars have different opinions about the identity of the man in verse 5.  Are you 

able to give pro’s and con’s for each of the possibilities below?  Please use any 
scripture that you can think of to support your answer and pray for a lively 
discussion. 

 Pro’s Con’s 
Angel   

 
 

Angel Gabriel   
 
 
 

Pre-incarnate Jesus Christ   
 
 
 

 
7. Why would God make a revelation to Daniel? 
 
 
8. How has God revealed Himself to you? 
 
 
Lesson:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
Unseen Battle 
Read Daniel 10:13-11:1. 
9. Who is the prince of Persia that resisted the angel for 21 days?  Who is Michael?  

See Daniel 12:1, Jude 9, and Revelation 12:7-9. 
 
 
10. What is the unseen battle described in this passage?  Is that unseen battle going on 

today?  If so, how long does it last? 
 
 
11. 1 Peter 5:8 tells us that Satan and his angels prowl the earth like a roaring lion.  How 

do you protect yourself from Satan and his angels? 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  How will you humble yourself before God and allow Him to reveal 
Himself to you this week? 



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 11 
Fulfilled Prophesy for Israel 

 
Last week we covered a Revelation to Daniel in which we studies Daniel’s Mourning, 
an Amazing Appearance, and the Unseen Battle.  In this week’s lesson we will study 
Daniel 11:2-35, which documents prophesy given to Daniel in the third year of Cyrus 
(536BC).  All of the events will occur in the future for Daniel from 529BC to 165BC and 
are past history to us today.  Therefore, we can verify the accuracy of the fulfilled 
prophecy by understanding historical data.  Some “scholars” say because the prophecy 
has been fulfilled so accurately, the book of Daniel must have been written after 530BC 
since no one could possibly predict that much detail so accurately.  We know that the 
only one who could have written the prophecy in advance of it occurring is God Himself.  
Prior to giving the prophecy, God’s angel tells Daniel, “Now then, I tell you the truth.”   
Our history lesson consists of Persia through Alexander the Great, South and North 
with Jerusalem in the Middle, another Anti-Christ Foreshadow and understanding 
Prophecy Fulfilled. 
 
Persia through Alexander the Great 
Read Daniel 10:1 and 11:2-4.   See Ezra 1:1-4 and Esther 1-2. 
1. How is the history for Persia predicted in Daniel 10:1, 11:2-4? 

a. Cyrus the Great ruled from 539-529BC as a contemporary of Daniel.  
Cambyses succeeded Cyrus the great and ruled from 529-522BC. He 
conquered Egypt but failed to take Ethiopia and Carthage and had to retreat. 

 
b. Pseudo-Smerdis reign was from 522-521BC was an imposter and was 

assassinated by Darius. 
 

c. Darius I Hystapes ruled from 521-486BC.  He was of royal blood, being the 
cousin of Cyrus.  Darius failed to take Athens in 490BC. 

 
d. Xerxes ruled from 486-465BC and felt an obligation to capture Athens, but 

was utterly defeated by the Greeks in 480BC.  He retreated home to Susa, 
bitter and angry.  He sought relief by displaying his wealth for 180 days, a 7 
day party, and enjoying his harem as described in Esther 1-2.   

 
e. Alexander the Great was determined to punish Xerxes and defeated the 

Persians in 331BC.  In 7 or 8 years he accomplished one of the most 
spectacular military expeditions in human history conquering the known 
world.  He died of a fever in Babylon in 323BC at a young age.  After 
assassination of his son and murder of other relatives, his kingdom was 
eventually divided among Antipater (Macedonia-Greece), Lysimachus 
(Thrace-Asia Minor), Seleucus Nicator (rest of Asia), and Ptolemy (Egypt and 
Palestine).  Therefore, Alexander had no blood relatives that took over his 
vast empire.   Alexander’s conquests helped to spread Greek culture and 
language over the known world which spread the gospel written in Greek. 

 
Lesson:  __________________________________________________________ 



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 11 
Fulfilled Prophesy for Israel 

 
South and North with Jerusalem in the Middle 
Read Daniel 11:5-20. 
2. Compare the brief history of the Ptolemy and Seleucus dynasties in each section 

below with Daniel 11:5-20. 
a. Ptolemy I had taken over Egypt and Palestine from Alexander the Great.  The 

dynasty of Ptolemy lasted until about 30BC with the death of Cleopatra. 
Seleucus I took over the rest of Asia from Alexander.  He was sponsored by 
Ptolemy I and in 312BC took over India on the east and Syria and Phoenicia 
on the west.  His empire exceeded that of his sponsor Ptolemy I.  Seleucus’s 
dynasty began about 310BC and ended about 64BC. 

 
b. After the death of Ptolemy I in 285BC, Ptolemy II took power and continued 

disputes with the Seleucus dynasty until 255BC when a treaty was signed 
with Antiochus II.  Ptolemy II demanded that Antiochus marry his daughter 
Bernice causing Antiochus to divorce his current wife, Laodice.  After 
Ptolemy’s death, Laodice engineered a coup and had Bernice and her son by 
Antiochus killed.  A short time later, Antiochus was murdered in 247BC. 

 
c. At the death of Ptolemy II, Ptolemy III took over in Egypt and was the brother 

of Bernice.  Wanting to avenge his sister, he attacked Seleucus II in the north, 
won the battle and collected great wealth.  After some years Seleucus 
attacked Egypt in 240BC, but was defeated and returned home in shame.  
Seleucus II was killed falling from his horse and his son Seleucus III took over 
but only to be assassinated 4 years later. 

 
d. Sons of Seleucus II were Seleucus III, killed in battle and Antiochus III (the 

Great), who regained lost territory but in 217BC the Egyptian army defeated 
the Syrians.  In 201BC Antiochus raised a large army and one a great victory 
against Ptolemy V.  Some of the Jews in Palestine joined forces with 
Antiochus in order to break free from Egyptian rule, but they were defeated.  
Antiochus conquered Egypt and Palestine. 

 
e. Antiochus III (Great) negotiated to have his daughter Cleopatra I, who was 7 

years old at the time, to marry Ptolemy V.  His plan was to have his daughter 
help to undermine the Egyptian government to solidify his position.  But 
Cleopatra was loyal to her husband. 

 
f. Antiochus III then attacked Greece but was defeated at Thermopylae in 

191BC and lead by the Roman general Lucius Cornelius Scipio, Asiaticus.  
Antiochus III died in 187BC and was succeeded by his son Seleuchus IV who 
opposed the Jews by raising taxes in order to pay tribute to Rome.  But 
Seleucus IV died suddenly, some say by poisoning.   

 
Lesson:  ____________________________________________________________ 



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 11 
Fulfilled Prophesy for Israel 

 
 
Anti-Christ Foreshadow 
Read Daniel 11:21-35 and Daniel 8:9-14. 
3. Compare Daniel 8:9-14 and 11:21-35 with each section of history for Antiochus IV 

below. 
a. After the death of Antiochus III, the true heir to the throne of Syria was 

Demetrius Soter, who was very young.  Antiochus IV Epiphanes claimed to 
be the protector of the throne and ended up seizing control of throne. 

 
 

b. Antiochus IV was a successful military commander using deceptive strategy 
and brute force.  He won his first battle against Egypt but could not take over 
all of the country.  He sat down to negotiate with them, but did not intend to 
keep any of his agreements. 

 
 
c. In 170BC Antiochus returned to Syria and turned his attention to the wealth of 

the Israelite temple.  He plundered and defiled the temple, abolished the daily 
sacrifices, killed many Jews, and left soldiers behind to keep things under 
control. 

 
 
d. In 168BC Antiochus invaded Egypt but the Romans told him to stop so he 

gave in to them.  He returned taking out his anger on the Jews.  In December 
168BC he desecrated the temple by erecting an alter of Zeus and sacrificing 
a pig.  He promised reward Jewish traitors who helped him.  Jews had to 
decide if they would obey God and possibly be slain or submit to Antiochus.  
Finally, in 165BC Judas Maccabeus was able to defeat Antiochus and 
consecrate the sanctuary.  Antiochus died a madman in Persia in 163BC. 

 
 

 
4. Some say that Satan raises a potential anti-Christ in every generation, since he does 

not know when the end will occur.  Antiochus IV was certainly a foreshadow of the 
final anti-Christ.  How will you put verses 32-35 into practice when faced with 
corruption from an agent of Satan? 

 
 
 
 
Lesson:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 11 
Fulfilled Prophesy for Israel 

 
Prophecy Fulfilled 
5. Are you able to think of other Bible prophesies that have been fulfilled?  If so, be 

willing to share them with the group. 
 
 
 
 
 
6. The words “at the appointed time” appear in Daniel 11:27, 29.  What do those words 

mean to you? 
 
 
 
 
7. How does the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy and other prophecy encourage you 

about the Bible’s prophecies that are not yet fulfilled? 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Challenge:  How will you better know God and trust in his promises this week? 
 
 
 



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 12 
Yet to Be Fulfilled Prophecy for Israel 

 
Last week we studied Daniel’s prophecy that has been fulfilled.  Those prophecies 
consisted of Persia through Alexander the Great, South and North with Jerusalem 
in the Middle, another Anti-Christ Foreshadow and understanding Prophecy 
Fulfilled.  For our final week, we will study Prophecy for Israel and Yet to be Fulfilled.  
We will see the Anti-Christ’s Temporary Reign, Christ’s Permanent Reign, and then 
God’s Final Instructions. 
 
Anti-Christ’s Temporary Reign 
Read Daniel 11:36-12:1. 
1. How is the king described in these verses different from Antiochus IV Epiphanes 

described in Daniel 11:21-35? 
 
 
 
2. What clues does Daniel give about the anti-Christ?  Also see Daniel 7:24-25, 9:27; 2 

Thessalonians 2:1-11; Revelation 13:1-10. 
 
 
 
 
3. Describe the “time of great distress” mentioned in Daniel 12:1.  See Matthew 24:15-

22 and Revelation 16. 
 
 
 
 
4. How does it end for the anti-Christ?  See Revelation 19:11-21 and Zechariah 14:1-5. 
 
 
 
Lesson:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Christ’s Permanent Reign 
Read Daniel 12:1-3 and Revelation 20:1-6, 15. 
5. With Michael’s protection, what happens at the end of the “great distress”? 
 
 
6. What is the resurrection of the dead like for believers?  What is it like for 

unbelievers?  See 2 Corinthians 15:51-57 and 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. 
 
 
7. Are you certain of your everlasting life?  Explain. 
 
Lesson:  __________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 12 
Yet to Be Fulfilled Prophecy for Israel 

 
Final Instructions 
Read Daniel 12:4-13. 
8. Daniel was instructed to “close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of 

the end.”  What did the angel mean by that? 
 
 
 
9. Two more angels appear and one swears “by one who lives forever.”  What do you 

think he meant in verse 7? 
 
 
 
10. Daniel asks because he does not fully understand.  What is he told to do? What can 

you learn from Daniel? 
 
 
 
 
11. There are 1,260 days in the last half of the tribulation.  In your opinion, what is the 

significance of 1,290 days and 1,335 days mentioned in verse 11? 
 
 
 
12. What instructions has God given to you? 
 
 
 
 
Challenge:  What will you be doing before the “Son of Man” comes “on the 
clouds of heaven”? 
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