


Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson Plan 
 

Title Verses Lesson 
Introduction (Hebrew) 

Young Daniel in Babylon Daniel 1 1 
Prophesy for the Nations of the World (Aramaic) 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of a Statue Daniel 2 2 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Worship Daniel 3 3 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride  Daniel 4 4 
Handwriting on the Wall (Babylon’s Demise) Daniel 5 5 
Daniel and the Lion’s Den Daniel 6 6 
Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts Daniel 7 7 

Prophesy for Israel (Hebrew) 
Daniel’s Vision of Ram and Goat Daniel 8 8 
Daniel’s Prayer and Vision of 70 “Sevens” Daniel 9 9 
Revelation to Daniel Daniel 10:1-11:1 10 
Fulfilled Prophesy for Israel  Daniel 11:2-35 11 
Yet to be Fulfilled Prophesy for Israel Daniel 11:36-12:13 12 
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Lesson 1 
Young Daniel in Babylon 

 
Historical Setting 

 For 23 years, Jeremiah (Jeremiah 25) prophesied and warned Israel to turn from 
their evil ways. 

o In 605 BC, Jeremiah says God will bring Nebuchadnezzar against Israel. 
o God will allow Israel’s people and land to be destroyed. 
o Israel will serve King of Babylon for 70 years. 
o At the end of 70 years, God will punish Babylon and make it desolate 

forever. 
 In 605 BC God allowed Israel to be conquered by Nebuchadnezzar since Israel, 

as a nation, rejected Him.  (See 2 Kings 25, 2 Chronicles 36 and Jeremiah 52) 
 
“The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent word to them through his messengers 
again and again, because he had pity on his people and on his dwelling place.  
But they mocked God’s messengers, despised his words and scoffed at his 
prophets until the wrath of the Lord was aroused against his people and there 
was no remedy.”  (2 Chronicles 36:15) 

 
 The first deportation of Jews to Babylon occurred in 605 BC and included Daniel. 
 The second deportation occurred in 597 BC and included Ezekiel. 
 In 588 BC Nebuchadnezzar surrounded Jerusalem and besiege the city. 

o In 586 BC Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem, bound king Zedekiah, killed 
his sons, blinded him and carried him off to Babylon. 

o He destroyed Jerusalem, tore down the walls, carried of the people to 
Babylon into exile. 

o He carried off the gold and silver temple elements to Babylon. 
 As Jeremiah had prophesied, Jerusalem was destroyed and people either fled to 

Egypt (Ezekiel) or were captured and sent to Babylon along with Daniel and his 
friends who were already in Babylon. 

 Nebuchadnezzar died in 562BC and was succeeded by his son Evil-Merodach 
who reigned for only two years and was murdered by his brother-in-law who 
ruled for 4 years.  Nabonidus became king and ruled from 556 to 539.  
Nabonidus ruled the empire but his son Belsazzar (Daniel 5) ruled the city of 
Babylon until it was captured by Darius. 

 In 538BC according to Ezra, and after the 70 years of exile, the Jews began to 
return to Jerusalem to re-build the temple. 

 The book of Daniel was probably completed in 532-530BC when Daniel was in 
his 90’s and writing his memoirs. 

 
Author  

 Daniel 9:2 and 10:2 implies that Daniel is the author. 
 Jesus confirms Daniel’s authorship in Matthew 24:15. 

 
“So when you see standing in the holy place the abomination that causes 
desolation, spoken of through the prophet Daniel…” 
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 A modern, alternate, and incorrect view of the date of writing says: 

o This view says that Daniel is fictional because predictive prophecy is 
impossible. 

o Therefore, Daniel was written in the second century BC when the 
predicted events were already historical facts. 

o Evidence against this view is listed below. 
 Jesus verifies Daniel as a prophet in Matthew 24. 
 The language itself is not from the second century. 
 There are prophesies yet to be fulfilled. 
 God wrote the book. 

 Chapters 1, 8-12 are written in Hebrew while chapters 2-7 are written in Aramaic. 
 Chapter 4 is written by or at least a statement by Nebuchadnezzar himself. 

 
Main Principles 

 God is sovereign over past, present, and future history. 
 God will reward those believers who are faithful to Him in a fallen and ungodly 

world. 
 God’s Grace provides future redemption for Israel and believers. 
 God is victorious over evil. 

 
Chronological Order of Daniel 
 

Chapters Subject 
Daniel 1 Young Daniel in Babylon 
Daniel 2-4 Daniel’s interpretation of dreams and visions 
Daniel 7 Daniel’s dream of 4 beasts 
Daniel 8 Daniel’s vision of ram and goat 
Daniel 5 Handwriting on the Wall 
Daniel 9 Daniel’s prayer and vision 
Daniel 6 Daniel and the Lion’s Den 
Daniel 10-12 Revelation’s to Daniel 
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God’s Victory to Nebuchadnezzar  
Read Daniel 1:1-2. 
1. Was Nebuchadnezzar a godly man at this point?  Why or why not?  

 No, because of vs. 2 where he puts the temple articles in the treasure house of 
his god. 

 Also, prior to fiery furnace he sets up an image of himself to be worshipped 
(chapter 3) 

 Later in Chapter 5 Belshazzar brings out temple articles and defiles them in an 
orgy and is killed that night. 

2. Why would God allow a pagan to conquer Jerusalem and His chosen people?  
 Israel had turned against God 
 They mocked God’s word  (2 Chronicles 36:15) 
 They would not listen after being spoken to time after time (23 years) Jeremiah 

25:3) 
3. Do you see a current example of nations turning against God?  Do you see 

examples of nations turning to God?  See Nahum 1:3. 
 Against 

o Europe 
o America 
o Norway, Sweden 
o It seems that pagan nations like Iran and other Moslem nations want to 

destroy the west. 
o Will God’s long-suffering run out on America and the west? 
o Will we have a revival?  That is our only hope as a nation. 

 Turning to God 
o Moslems having dreams about a book or a man (Jesus) 
o China is having a spiritual awakening 
o African Covenant Church 

Lesson:  God is long-suffering, but judges nations that turn against Him.  (Nahum 
1:3) 
 
God’s Blessings to Daniel and Friends 
Read Daniel 1:3-7. 
4. What made Daniel and his friends unique?  See Daniel 1:8, Ezra 9:8 and Matthew 

7:21-23. 
 Israelites from royal family and nobility 
 Young men without physical defect, handsome 
 Show aptitude for every kind of learning 
 Well informed, quick to understand 
 Qualified to serve in King’s palace 
 Vs. 8 shows that they believed God 

o They were a remnant of believers 
o Others in nation had fallen away 
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o These young men were placed in Babylon by God as a remnant 
o Overcomers in Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26, 3:4-5, 12, 21 

 God always preserves a remnant 
5. What was Nebuchadnezzar’s plan for the young men? 

 Teach them language and literature of Babylon 
 Give them daily amount of food and wine from King’s table 
 Trained for three years then to enter King’s service 
 Rename them with Babylonian names 

o Daniel = God is my judge to Belteshazzar = Bel protect his life 
o Hananiah = Lord shows grace to Shadrach = command of Aku (moon 

god) 
o Mishael = Who is like God to Meshach = Who is as Aku is 
o Azariah = Lord is my help to Abednego = servant of Nebo 
o The name of the true God is replaced by the false gods of Babylon 

 Basically brainwash them into their culture and society.  
 Have them adapt to their world 

6. How are people today “brainwashed” by our society?  How have you been 
“brainwashed?” 
 Evolution 
 Homosexual 
 Separation of church and state 
 Christian Science, Moslem, Mormon 

Lesson:  God always preserves a remnant of believers who obey His word rather 
than the culture’s norm.  (Ezra 9:8) 
 
Daniel’s Resolution 
Read Daniel 1:8-16. 
7. Daniel and his friends accepted the Babylonian teaching, training and name 

changes.  Why did Daniel draw the line at food consumption? 
 Daniel did not want to defile himself (8) 
 It was against the law of Moses 

o Leviticus 11, unclean animals 
o Leviticus 17:10-16, eating blood 

 Food and wine was poured out on pagan alters first 
8. Even though “God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel” he 

was concerned about losing his head by allowing the special diet.  How did Daniel 
use godly principals in this situation?  See Romans 12:1-2, 18. 
 Read Romans 12:1-2, 18 
 Daniel was not a conformer but was a transformer (Romans 12:1-2) 
 Daniel stood firm for God’s word 
 Daniel was gracious to an unbeliever.  “Live at peace with everyone.”  Romans 

12:18 
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o Daniel had a wise plan of only 10 days so it would not get the official in 

trouble 
o Daniel trusted God to do the work.  It is unlikely that there would physically 

be much change in the young men in 10 days, but there was.   
o Change was a work of God and not Daniel.  He trusted God 
o Daniel and friends did not protest and were not demanding their “rights” 
o Matthew 6:33:   “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well.” 
o Colossians 4:5-6:  “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the 

most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” 

o 1 Peter 3:15:  “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be 
prepared to give and answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for your hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and kindness.” 

9. Are you a conformer or a transformer?  How will you be a transformer for Jesus this 
week? 
 Ask God for courage to face problems in life humbly and honestly 
 Ask God for wisdom to understand problem.  Think of the other person whether 

believer or unbeliever 
 Ask God for the strength to do what He says. 
 Ask God for the faith to trust Him to do the work 

Lesson:  God expects believers to be transformers for Jesus.  (Romans 12:1-2) 
 
God’s Rewards to Daniel and Friends 
Read Daniel 1:18-21. 
10. What rewards did God give the young men? 

 Knowledge and understanding all kinds of literature and learning 
 Daniel could understand dreams and visions 
 10 times better than magicians and enchanters in his kingdom 
 Entered the king’s service after 3 years of work 

11. God gave Daniel and his friends knowledge and understanding.  What role did 
Daniel and his friends play in this learning process?  See James 1:5. 
 They trusted God.   
 James 1:5:  “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 

generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him 
 But they worked and did their best 
 James 2:26:  “…so faith without deeds is dead.” 
 Need to pray and to work.  You can’t just pray without studying. 
 They were taught understood the secular culture, but not controlled by it 

12. How will you improve your knowledge and understanding of God this week? 
 Pray daily 
 Study His word daily 
 Ask for wisdom 
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Lesson:  God expects us to work daily by praying, studying His word, and asking 
for wisdom.  (James 1:5) 
 
Challenge:  How will you be a godly transformer rather than an ungodly 
conformer in this fallen world this week? 
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Last week we covered Young Daniel in Babylon.  We saw God’s Victory to 
Nebuchadnezzar, God’s Blessings to Daniel and Friends, Daniel’s Resolution, and 
God’s Rewards to Daniel and Friends.  This week we will study Nebuchadnezzar’s 
Dream of a Statue divided into three sections:  Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream and Fury; 
Daniel’s Wisdom, Dream and Prayer; and Daniel’s Interpretation the Dream. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream and Fury 
Read Daniel 2:1-13. 
1. What did Nebuchadnezzar ask the magicians to do?  How was he testing them? 

 Tell him the dream first 
 Then interpret it 
 He did not trust that they were giving him correct information 
 He was obviously troubled by the dream and new that it was important for him to 

understand 
2. Why would God communicate with a pagan king through a dream?  See Hebrews 

1:1-2. 
 God reached out to King N. in grace 
 God did not have to but it was His plan to do so 
 Plan would discredit the magicians and show the God-focused Daniel had the 

right answers 
o They said that no one could do what the king asked 
o So when Daniel could do it, it showed the power of God. 

 God wanted to reveal Himself to the Babylonians through Daniel 
 Throughout history, God has revealed Himself and exposed false teaching 

o Moses and Aaron defeat Pharaoh’s magicians in Exodus 7-12 
o Elijah defeated Baal worshippers on Mount Carmel in 1 King 18 
o Paul exposes Bar-Jesus in Acts 13:1-12 
o Finally, God reveals Himself through Jesus:  life, death, and resurrection 
o God graciously reveals Himself through HS and His Word (Hebrews 

1:1-2) 
3. What was the astrologer’s response that made the king furious?  How were the 

astrologers exposed? 
 Response of astrologers 

o No one can do what the king asks 
o Only the gods who don’t live with men 
o So gods are going to do it 
o Sets up for Daniel 

 Astrologers exposed 
o Their own statements convicted them 
o Astrology is false teaching and of the devil 

4. Does God communicate with dreams today?  How else does God communicate 
today?  See Jeremiah 23:25-32. 
 God can communicate through dreams, but not his usual practice 
 Some Moslems have dreams of a book or of a man.  No access to God’s word 
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 For people today 

o God has his Word published and available 
o Prayer 
o Holy Spirit 
o Bible 
o Other believers in the church 
o It is dangerous to rely on dreams or our own thoughts 
o I can think of all kinds of crazy thoughts 
o Rely on God’s word and not your own crazy thoughts (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
o It is dangerous to accept dreams as messages from God 

Lesson:  Throughout history God has progressively and graciously revealed 
Himself and exposed false teaching.  (Hebrews 1:1-2) 
 
Daniel’s Wisdom, Prayer and Praise 
Read Daniel 2:14-23. 
5. What was Daniel’s response to the commander of the king’s guard? 

 Spoke with wisdom and tact 
o Do you speak with wisdom (God’s wisdom) and also tact 
o Tact would mean to put yourself in someone else’s position and to love 

them and care about them so that they understand 
 Was able to go to king and ask for time to interpret the dream 

o Daniel took action 
o Must have had faith to do that 
o Wanted to reverse the harsh decree of the king 
o Knew that the decree was wrong 
o Cared for the astrologers and put his life on the line 
o Are you willing to put your life on the line for others? 

6. What was Daniel’s plan of action?  See Psalm 50:15, Hebrews 11:6 and James 1:5. 
 Returned to his friends:  godly men 
 Urged them to plead for mercy from God of heaven concerning the mystery so 

they are not killed 
 Went to godly friends and prayed together 
 How do you go to God in prayer for wisdom and guidance? 

7. Daniel praises God after the mystery was revealed in a vision.  What do you learn 
about God from Daniel’s praising of God? 
 Praise Him forever and ever (eternal) 
 God has wisdom and power (wise & powerful) 
 God changes time and seasons (provider) 
 God sets up kings and deposes them (sovereign) 
 God gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning (gracious) 
 God reveals deep and hidden things  
 God knows what lies in darkness and light dwells with Him (love) 
 God makes known what is asked (accessible) 
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8. What has God revealed to you? 

 So many 
 He is creator of all things 
 He allowed me to sin 
 He loves me and His creation 
 He wants to save me from sin by sending Jesus and have me dwell with Him 
 He gives me eternal life with Him, if I believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior 

Lesson:  God provides protection, wisdom and guidance when you seek Him 
first.  (Hebrews 11:6) 
 
Daniel’s Interpretation of the Dream 
Read Daniel 2:24-45. 
9. What impressed you about Daniel’s immediate response to Arioch and the king? 

 Went immediately to Arioch the executioner (no fear) 
 Wanted to save the pagan wise men of Babylon (24) 
 Allowed Arioch to take credit for bringing Daniel to King (25) 
 Tactfully debunked the wise men, enchanters, magicians, diviners (27) 
 Gave credit to God alone (28) 
 Told N. that God has shown him what will happen in future (28-29) 
 God revealed the mystery to Daniel only so that N. could understand (30) 
 Daniel understood God’s grace to an unbeliever. 
 Daniel gave all of the glory to God and not himself.  Just like Joseph interpreting 

Pharaoh’s dream 
 Do you humbly give God the glory as you work for Him? 

10. Daniel interprets events future to him.  His interpretation was fulfilled as follows: 
a. Head of gold is Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon which lasted from 636BC to 

539BC.  Jeremiah refers to it as “a golden cup in the Lord’s hand.”   
b. Breast and arms of silver is the Medo-Persian Kingdom from 539-330BC 

when Darius conquered Babylon as stated in Daniel 5:30-31.   
c. Belly and thighs of bronze is the Greek kingdom from 330BC to 63BC which 

was brought into place with Alexander the great who died in 323BC. 
d. Legs of iron and feet of clay is the Roman Empire from 63BC until today.  Iron 

represents strength but clay is weakness.  Daniel 2:43 says that “The people 
will be a mixture and will not remain united.” 

e. “Rock cut out, but not by human hands” smashes the statue, breaks it into 
pieces, and becomes a huge mountain that fills the whole earth. 

What truths do you see in verses 44-45? 
 God is in control of history.  He causes kingdoms to rise and fall to 

accomplish His purposes regardless of what men do. 
 Human enterprises decline in value as time goes by.  Start with gold and 

move to iron and clay. 
o History shows the decline 
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o We see progress and improvements such as cars, planes, computers, 

communication 
o But we don’t have anything important or godly to say 

 It will be difficult for things to hold together at the end of the age.  Feet of iron 
and clay will crumble.  Broken treaties, wars, economic failure, and famine.  
(See Matthew 24) 

 Jesus will return, destroy enemies, and establish His kingdom that endures 
forever.  This is about Jesus coming first and second time. 

o Roman Empire continues today in a sense 
o 10 kings of Revelation 17:12-14 
o Make war against the lamb (Jesus) 
o Lamb overcomes with His chosen followers (Revelation 17:14) 

 God is true and trustworthy. 
11. How was Nebuchadnezzar affected by Daniel’s revelation?  Do you think he is a 

believer at this point?  See Daniel 4:25. 
 Fell prostrate at Daniel’s feet??  Paid him honor 
 Offering of incense to Daniel 
 Your God 

o God of gods 
o Lord of kings 
o Revealer of mysteries 

 Becoming a believer, but not yet.  
o Needed to be humbled first 
o Needed to experience fiery furnace (chapter 3 next week) 
o Live like an animal (4:24-25) 
o Then restored to kingdom and people (4:26)  
o Finally becomes a believer in 4:37.  Read that 

 Will you humbly and boldly share God’s word with an unbeliever this 
week? 

12. How were Daniel and his friends affected by Daniel’s giving of the revelation? 
 Daniel was able to see the beginnings of an unbeliever coming to the Lord. 
 N. placed Daniel in a high position at his court 
 Many gifts 
 Ruler of Babylon 
 Friends appointed as administrators at his request 
 How has God blessed you for being faithful to Him? 

Lesson:  God is totally sovereign over past, present and future history.  (Daniel 
4:25) 
 
Challenge:  How will you humbly work and glorify God as His sovereign plan for 
an eternal kingdom lies before you? 
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Last time we studied Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of a Statue divided into three sections:  
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream and Fury; Daniel’s Wisdom, Dream and Prayer; and 
Daniel’s Interpretation the Dream.  Now we will study Nebuchadnezzar’s Worship and 
how Daniel’s three friends have their Faith Tested by Nebuchadnezzar, Faith Tested 
by Death, Faith Proven by Fire, and Faith Encouraged by Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
Faith Tested by Nebuchadnezzar 
Read Daniel 3:1-12. 
1. What is the significance of Nebuchadnezzar’s statue and music used in worship? 

 Statue 
o Golden Statue probably from the image he saw in the dream in chapter 2 
o Showed N.’s pride in what he had done.  God will deal with his pride in 

chapter 4. 
o They were really worshipping N. 
o Wanted unify the country with religion and fear 

 Music 
o Get people to worship 
o Music is powerful in getting people to be emotionally involved 
o Music can be used for good or for bad 

 National anthem:  Hitler 
 Christian music 

2. What is the attitude of the worshippers?  Do you sometimes have that same 
attitude? 
 Did what N. said 
 Follow the crowd 
 It is worship or die 
 You attitude of following the crowd 

o Homosexual agenda is ok 
o Boy scouts 
o God will not punish sin 
o There is no hell 
o Everyone goes to heaven 

3. Why did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refuse to worship the statue prior to 
being found out and reported by the astrologers?  See Exodus 20:2-4 and Isaiah 
43:2-3. 
 Faith in God’s command and promise 
 Obedience 

o Exodus 20:3.  “You shall have no other God’s before me.” 
 Confidence in promise 

o Isaiah 43:2-3 written prior to this event (READ) (740-680BC) 
 It is easy to obey the command and have faith before you are really tested 
 Now let’s see how S, M, A are tested 

Lesson:  Worship God alone and not idols.  (Exodus 20:2-4) 
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Faith Tested by Death 
Read Daniel 3:13-19. 
4. What are the interesting points of Nebuchadnezzar’s confrontation with Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego? 
 N. is furious with rage 
 Summons them face to face 
 Gives them a second chance to worship him 
 He must have respected them at least at first 
 Threatens them with death in the furnace 
 Taunts them:  “What god will be able to rescue from my hand?” (15b) 
 Still very prideful and arrogant 
 Virtually claiming to be god himself. 

5. How did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego respond to Nebuchadnezzar?  See 1 
Peter 3:15. 
 Oh King = showed respect 
 We don’t need to defend ourselves 

o They did not defend God.  He can do that Himself 
o They were just obedient 

 God is able to save.  NOT He will save us. 
 But if He does not save us, we will not serve your gods or worship the golden 

image 
 Interesting to think of Peter who was tested 3 times in his faith and failed, 

compared to these three men who had not yet seen Christ. 
6. How is your faith similar to the three Jewish men?  How is it different?  See 

Habakkuk 3:17-19 and James 1:2-4. 
 Main point of faith 
 God is able to save us from trouble, but He may not 
 God is able to heal us, but He may not 
 God is able to save us from sin, and He has 
 Don’t have commercial faith:  God, if you do this and reward me, I will believe. 

Lesson:  For our own good, God tests our faith through trials. (James 1:2-4) 
 
Faith Proved by Fire 
Read Daniel 3:19-25. 
7. List some of the details of this miracle? 

 N. is furious and his attitude changed 
 Stoked the fire 7 times hotter 
 Strongest soldiers tied them up and threw them in bound.  Firmly tied. 
 Threw them in with robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes 
 Soldiers who threw them in were burned 
 Firmly tied, they fell into the furnace 
 Fourth man in the furnace 
 All four are walking around unbound and unharmed 
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8. Who is the 4th man in the furnace?  See Isaiah 43:2-3. 

 N. says he looks like a son of the gods 
 Pre-incarnated Jesus Christ 
 Isaiah 43:2 again 

9. Nebuchadnezzar’s penalty for not worshipping the statue is death by fire.  What is 
God’s penalty for not worshipping Him?  See Revelation 20:15. 
 If you don’t worship (believe in) God, you are thrown into the lake of fire 
 Nebuchadnezzar forced worship to false god 
 God does not force us to worship.  He gives us free will to worship Him or not. 
 But there is a penalty for non-worship 
 This is not a popular idea today. 
 People mistakenly believe in universal salvation 

Lesson:  Jesus saves believers from eternal destruction and condemns 
unbelievers.  (Isaiah 43:2 and Revelation 20:15) 
 
Faith Encouraged by Nebuchadnezzar 
Read Daniel 3:26-30. 
10. Describe the events in these verses. 

 S, M, A 
o N. approaches the furnace opening and shouts “servants of the Most High 

God, come out.  Come here!” 
o S they come out 
o Officials crowd around them 
o Fire had not harmed their bodies 
o No hair on their head was singed 
o Robes not scorched 
o No smell of smoke on them 

 Nebuchadnezzar’s statements 
o Praise be to God of S, M, A who sent His angel and rescued his servants 
o They trusted Him and defied king’s command 
o Willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except 

their own 
o No one can say anything against the God of S, M, A or they will be cut to 

pieces and house turned to rubble 
o No other god can save in this way. 
o Promoted S, M, A in province of Babylon 

11.  This miracle was and is a great encouragement. 
a. How was it a great encouragement for the other exile Jews in Babylon? 

 Even though the Jews were in exile in Babylon, 
 God is still sovereign, and in charge 
 God protects the Jews if they trust and obey 

b. How is it a great encouragement for you today?  See Hebrews 6:17-18 and 
Revelation 2:10. 



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 3 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Worship 

 
 Preview of what is to come 
 Right now things may be easy for Christians 
 But it will become harder 
 Fire will be 7 times hotter as things go on 
 Stay the course 
 Obey God’s word and have faith in His promise 

c. How will it be a great encouragement for those in the future refusing to take 
the mark of the beast described in Revelation 13 and 14? 
 During tribulation a world-wide leader will emerge = anti-christ 
 People will be killed for their faith 
 144,000 will be sealed and protected from death , but others killed 

Lesson:  God provides encouragement for believers and works for their good.  
(Revelation 2:10 and Hebrews 6:17-18) 
 
Challenge:  How will you obey God’s commands and faithfully trust His promises 
this week? 
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Last week we studied Nebuchadnezzar’s Worship and how Daniel’s three friends have 
their Faith Tested by Nebuchadnezzar, Faith Tested by Death, Faith Proven by 
Fire, and Faith Encouraged by Nebuchadnezzar.  This week we will see an 
autobiography by King Nebuchadnezzar to all of his people.  It may have been written 
20-30 years after the fiery furnace.  It amazingly shows Nebuchadnezzar’s change from 
pride to humility and his worship of the Sovereign God.  We will study 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Witness, Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream, Daniel’s Interpretation and 
Advice, and finally, Nebuchadnezzar’s Humility. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Witness  
Read Daniel 4:1-3. 
1. What does Nebuchadnezzar tell the people about God?  See Daniel 2:44 and 6:27. 

 Miraculous signs and wonders that God performed for me 
 How great His signs 
 How mighty His wonders 
 His kingdom is eternal 
 His dominion endures from generation to generation 

2. What is Nebuchadnezzar about to do?  See Acts 1:8. 
 He is about to witness to others about his conversion 
 Now let’s read about his story. 

Lesson:  Believers are called to share their witness with others.  (Acts 1:8) 
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream  
Read Daniel 4:4-18. 
3. What was Nebuchadnezzar’s situation prior to the dream? 

 Home in his palace 
 Contented 
 Prosperous 
 He was successful and prideful 
 He didn’t need God and was a sinner 

4. Nebuchadnezzar was terrified about the dream.  What were the main points about 
the dream which for which he called Daniel to interpret?   
 Enormously high Tree in the middle of the land. 

o Tree grew large and strong touching the sky and visible to the ends of the 
earth 

o Leaves were beautiful, fruit abundant and food for all 
o Under the tree beasts found shelter 
o In branches the birds lived 
o Every creature was fed 

 Messenger from heaven, a holy one about the tree 
o Cut down the tree in a loud voice 
o Trim off its leaves and scatter the fruit 
o Let the animals flee from under and birds from its branches 
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o Let stump and roots bound with iron remain in the ground in field of grass 

 Messenger from heaven continues about a person 
o Let him drenched with dew from heaven 
o Let him live with animals among plants of earth 
o Let his mind be changed from a man to an animal until seven times 

 Decision announced by Messengers 
o Holy ones declare the verdict 
o So that those living may know Most High is sovereign over kings of men 

and gives them to anyone he wishes 
o Sets kingdoms over the lowliest of men 

5. Why does Nebuchadnezzar ask Daniel to interpret the dream? 
 Others could not interpret 
 Notice that Nebuchadnezzar trusts Daniel because “the spirit of the holy gods is 

in you.” 
6. What lesson do you learn about God from this dream?  Seek Luke 19:10. 

 God graciously calls to sinners.  
 God comes to seek the lost 
 God gives grace to sinners 

 
Daniel’s Interpretation and Advice 
Read Daniel 4:19-27. 
7. Why, do you think, Daniel was perplexed and terrified for a time?   

 New that it was about the king and it was not good news 
 Softened the blow by saying “if it only belonged to your enemies and its meaning 

to you adversaries.” 
 But Daniel was willing to tell the bad news and truth of God’s word. 
 Are you willing to tell the truth of God’s word, even it is bad news for an 

unbeliever? 
8. What is God trying to teach Nebuchadnezzar? 

 Must acknowledge that Most High God is sovereign over kingdoms of men 
and gives them to anyone He wishes (v25) 

 N kingdom will be restored when he acknowledges that “Heaven Rules.” (v26) 
9. What advice does Daniel give?  See Leviticus 5:5 and 1 John 1:9. 

 Renounce your sin and do what is right.  REPENT. 
 Be kind to the oppressed.  Love your neighbor. 
 Maybe you will continue in your prosperity. 

Lesson:  God requires that we humbly confess our sins. (Leviticus 5:5) 
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Humility  
Read Daniel 4:28-37. 
10. God waited 12 months for Nebuchadnezzar to confess his sin and humble himself.  

What does this tell you about God? 
 He wants us to confess on our own 
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 He is long-suffering and waits for us to confess and come to Him. 
 But He doesn’t wait forever 
 He judges sin.  Notice the arrogance of N. in verse 30. 

11. Notice that God immediately fulfilled what was said in the dream.  What did 
Nebuchadnezzar learn from God’s discipline?  See James 4:6. 
 Raised his eyes to heaven = worship 
 Praised and glorified the eternal God 
 Sanity was restored = received spiritual sanity as well as bodily sanity 
 His dominion is eternal dominion 
 Kingdom endures from generation to generation = rules all people 
 God is sovereign 
 Everything God does is right 
 God’s ways are just 
 Those who walk in pride he is able to humble 
 God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble 

12. What prideful thing does God need to remove from you?  Will you repent of it or will 
you wait for God to act? 
 Personal question 

 
Lesson:  Being long-suffering, God humbles the proud and exalts the humble for 
his own good.  (James 4:6) 
 
Challenge:  Will you be willing to share with someone else how God has humbled 
and then exalted you?  
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Last time we saw how Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride was dealt with.  We studied 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Witness, Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream, Daniel’s Interpretation and 
Advice, and finally, Nebuchadnezzar’s Humility.   
 
Now we will see the Handwriting on the Wall.  The events of chapter 5 occurred in 
539BC when Daniel was about 82 and on the last night of Belshazzar’s reign. The 
Medo-Persian army was camped outside the high “safe” walls of Babylon which had 
food and water for 20 years.  Daniel’s dream of four beasts in chapter 7 occurred in the 
first year of his reign (about 553BC), and is similar to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a 
statue in chapter 2.  Daniel’s vision of the ram and goat occurred in Belshazzar’s third 
year (about 550BC).  Therefore, God had given Daniel 3 views of the future prior to 
Belshazzar’s last banquet.  In this lesson we will see Belshazzar’s Banquet, Writing 
on the Wall, Daniel’s Rebuke, and Babylon’s Demise. 
 
Belshazzar’s Banquet 
Read Daniel 5:1-4. 
1. Describe what you might think Belshazzar’s banquet was like. 

 1000 people 
 All the beautiful people of the land = nobles 
 Drunken party probably (Jeremiah 51:57) 
 Included wives, concubines 
 Toasted to the gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood and stone 
 Indifferent to army waiting to capture them outside the walls 

2. In chapter 3, Nebuchadnezzar commanded that no one could say anything against 
the Jewish God.  Do you think Belshazzar continued to enforce his father’s 
command? If not, why not? 
 No enforcement of command 
 He ordered that they bring the gold goblets that had been taken from God’s 

temple in Jerusalem 
 They praised false gods as they drank from the goblets 
 This is really an affront to God 
 Like taking the Lord’s name in vain 
 God was ready to act on his promise in Daniel 2:39 

o Babylon will be taken over by a kingdom of silver 
3. Belshazzar seemed to be drunk, indulgent, indifferent and irreverent.  How can you 

avoid these sinful traits?  See Philippians 4:8. 
 Focus on what is 

o True 
o Noble 
o Right  
o Pure 
o Lovely 
o Admirable 
o Excellent or praiseworthy 
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Lesson:  No one should be indifferent or irreverent to God’s Words. 
 
Writing on the Wall 
Read Daniel 5:5-12. 
4. What was Belshazzar’s reaction to the fingers of a human hand writing on the wall? 

 Watched as it wrote 
 Face turned pale 
 Frightened that his knees knocked together 
 His legs gave way 
 Called for enchanters astrologers and diviners to tell what it means (but not 

Daniel) 
 More terrified when they could not tell what it meant 
 Face grew even more pale 
 It probably was not a good thing to see the king in a weakened position like this 

5. Were the Queen’s comments helpful?  
 No 

o Live forever 
o Don’t be alarmed 
o Don’t look so pale 
o She did not understand the gravity of the situation 

 Yes 
o She remembered Daniel who had helped Nebuchadnezzar 
o Knew that he could interpret dreams 
o He will tell you what the writing means 

6. As a prophet, Daniel spoke forth God’s Word.  Compare Nebuchadnezzar’s reaction 
to God’s Word with Belshazzar’s reaction.  What is your reaction to God’s Word? 
 N. heard and made a change 
 B. forgot it and seemed to be focused on himself 
 My reaction 

o Hear it 
o Understand it 
o Accept it 
o Hide it in our hearts 
o Retain it 
o Trust it 
o Hope in it 
o Obey it 
o Preach it 

Lesson:  Believers should always be ready to share God’s Word with others. 
 
Daniel’s Rebuke 
Read Daniel 5:13-24. 
7. Daniel is brought before the king to tell what the writing means.  Why would Daniel 

refuse the gifts and rewards that Belshazzar offered?  
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 Daniel already knows the meaning of the writing 
 He knows about the previous dreams and visions 
 So he knows the future that Babylon is going to be taken over 
 But he wants to tell him anyway as a rebuke against Him.  2 Timothy 3:16. 

8. Why does Daniel recount the story of Nebuchadnezzar to Belshazzar? 
 Puts God as sovereign over him 
 God gave N. everything 
 God humbled N.’s heart until N. acknowledged that God is sovereign over the 

kingdom’s of men 
 Sets up the rebuke 

o You are N’s son and have not humbled yourself (v22a) 
o You knew all of this and obviously did not remember or care about it (22b) 
o You have set yourself up against Lord of Heaven (v23a) 
o Drank from God’s goblets and praised other gods which cannot see or 

understand (v23b) 
o Did not honor God of heaven who holds your life in your hand (23c) 

9. What role does God’s Word play in your life? 
 Personal 

 
Lesson:  We must know and remember and obey God’s word which does not 
change. 
 
Babylon’s Demise 
Read Daniel 5:25-31. 
10. What is the judgment that Daniel explains? 

 Mene = God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end 
o Time is up 
o God is in charge 

 Tekel = you have been weighed on the scales and found wanting 
o Sinner 
o Rejector of God 

 Peres 
o Kingdom is divided and given to Medes and Persians 
o They were right outside the walls 

11. When was this prophecy fulfilled? 
 That night when B. was slain 
 Darius the Mede took over at age 62 

12.  The destruction of Babylon is prophesied in Isaiah 13:1-14:21, Jeremiah 50-51, and 
Revelation 18.  Babylon is currently no more.  In general, Babylon is seen as an 
area of sin while Jerusalem is a city of God.  What does Genesis 11 (Shinar), Isaiah, 
Jeremiah and Revelation say about Babylon? 
 In general it is a place where Satan has challenged God 
 Site of the garden of Eden, maybe:  original sin 
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 Genesis 11:  Tower of Babel:  Plain of Shinar 
 Isaiah 13:1-14:21 

o Summoned warriors to carry out wrath (3) 
o Mustering nations for war from faraway lands; weapons to destroy the 

whole country (5) 
o Day of Lord is coming (9) 
o Put an end to arrogance, humble the proud (11) 
o Stir up the Medes against them (17) 
o Will be overthrown by God like Sodom and Gomorrah (19) 
o She will never be inhabitated or live in through all generations (20) 
o Lord will have compassion on Israel and settle them in own land (14:1) 
o I will cut off from Babylon her name, survivors and offspring.. will sweep 

her with the broom of destruction (14:23) 
 Jeremiah 50 

o Babylon and land of Babylonians 
o Captured and bell put to shame (2) 
o Will be captured and no one live in city (3) 
o Israel will go to seek Zion; flee out of Babylon (9) 
o Will be plundered (10) 
o Least of nations and dry land, desert; desolate (12-13) 
o Towers and walls torn down (15) 
o Punish King of Babylon and bring Israel back (18-19) 
o Completely destroy her; kill bulls (26-27) 
o Soldiers killed (30) 
o Sword against officials and false prophets; horses and chariots (35-38) 
o Desert where hyenas live; army coming from the north (39-41) 
o Chase Babylon from land in an instant (44) 

 Jeremiah 51 
o Destroyer against Babylon; completely destroy their army (1-4) 
o Israel & Judah not forsaken; flee Babylon (5-6) 
o Babylon was a gold cup; whole earth became drunk; will suddenly fall (7-

8) 
o Cannot be healed; her judgment reaches the skies (9) 
o Stirred up the king of the Medes (11) 
o I will repay Babylon before your eyes for the wrong done to Israel (24) 
o Prepare nations for battle; king of Medes; lay waste to land (28-29) 
o Babylon will be heap of ruins (37) 
o I will set a feast before them and make them drunk…then sleep forever 

(39) 
o Towns desolate; punish Bel; wall of Babylon fall (44) 
o Lord will destroy Babylon; will pay back in ful (55) 
o Make officials drunk then sleep forever (57) 
o Babylon’s thick wall will be leveled high gates on fire (58) 

 But mysteriously it re-appears in Revelation 17 and 18 which is future to us. 
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Lesson:  God’s prophecy always comes true. 
 
Challenge:  Do you have faith in God’s sovereign plan regardless of what men 
seem to do?  If so, how does that change your view of God?  
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Last week we saw the Handwriting on the Wall: Belshazzar’s Banquet, Writing on the 
Wall, Daniel’s Rebuke, and Babylon’s Demise.  During this lesson we study the well-
known event of Daniel and the Lion’s Den.  We learn of Daniel’s Distinction compared 
to others, Daniels’ Prayer compared to others schemes, God’s Protection compared 
to government authority, and God’s Glory compared to other’s punishment. 
 
Daniel’s Distinction – Other’s Corruption 
Read Daniel 6:1-4. 
1. Why was Darius concerned about suffering loss?  See Ecclesiastes 5:8-9. 

 Satraps were not faithfully doing their work 
 King could not check on everyone so there was opportunity of graft 
 They probably stole from the king 

2. How was Daniel viewed by the king?  How was he viewed by the Satraps? 
 Distinguished himself 
 Exceptional qualities 
 Wanted to set him over the entire kingdom 
 Satraps could find no charges against Daniel in government affairs 
 No corruption – implies that they had corruption 
 Trustworthy 
 Not corrupt and not negligent 
 Viewed by Satraps 

o Jealous of him 
o 80 year old guy 
o Jew and exile 
o Would not be able to profit with Daniel in charge 

3. How are you viewed by your friends, fellow workers, or family members?  See 
Colossians 3:22-23. 
 “Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their 

eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for 
the work of the Lord.”  

 “Whatever you do, work at it with all of your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
men”  “it is the Lord you are serving” 

 Daniel and Joseph were promoted for their good work for pagans, but that does 
not always happen in life 

 May lose your job or the deal even though you worked hard and for the Lord.  
Don’t lose your testimony and bend to temptation of cheating. 

 
Lesson:  Believers are called to obediently work in the world as working for the 
Lord and without corruption.  (Colossians 3:22-23) 
 
Daniel’s Prayer – Other’s Scheme 
Read Daniel 6:5-14. 
4. Explain the scheme of the satraps to entrap Daniel. 
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 Can’t find anything against Daniel except something to do with law of God (5) 
 Anyone praying to any god or man except Darius in next 30 days gets thrown 

into lion’s den 
 King’s law cannot be altered 
 Good scheme from their point of view  

o Helps solidify rule of Darius who has just taken over Babylon 
o Appeals to his vanity and pride 

 Went to King without Daniel there 
 Verse 13, even though Daniel was over them, they thought of him as exile from 

Judah 
 Darius agrees to plan 

5. Do you think that Daniel purposely defied the king’s decree?  If so, was he justified 
in doing so? 
 Did not purposely defy the decree because he had prayed like this before 
 He did not do anything different 
 Notice that he was not mean spirited and trying to prove his “rights” 
 In America, we sometimes vocally and meanly speak out for our rights to prayer 
 Daniel’s prayer style 

o 3 times per day in upstairs room = private 
o Windows open toward Jerusalem.  Knew that captivity would only last 70 

years according Jeremiah 
o On his knees 
o Gave thanks to God 
o Asked God for help 

6. How does Daniel’s prayer life encourage you?  See Psalm 55:16-17, Acts 5:29 and 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. 
 Pray in the morning first and then during the day 
 Pray continually 
 Be unafraid to pray regardless of what men say 
 Obey God rather than men, but be ready to pay the price 
 Our country has taken prayer out of everything and tried to remove Jesus from 

the public arena 
Lesson: God requires believers to pray continually.  (1 Thessalonians 5:17)  
 
God’s Protection – Government’s Authority 
Read Daniel 6:15-23. 
7. Does God promise that godly people will be free from persecution?  See 2 Timothy 

3:12-15.  How did the king feel about Daniel’s persecution? 
 No they will not be free from persecution.  Read 2 Timothy 3:12-15. 
 King’s feelings 

o Greatly distressed 
o Obviously liked and respected Daniel 
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o Made every effort until Sunday to save Daniel.  He was determined to 

rescue him 
o Must have realized the unintended consequences of his foolish law 
o But had to carry out the law 
o “Prayed” in a sense for Daniel “May your God, whom you serve 

continually, rescue you!” 
o Signed Daniel’s death warrant and then returned to palace 
o Did not eat, receive entertainment, or sleep 
o Probably learned a lesson about this 

8. Describe the seen at the lion’s den early the next morning. 
 King hurried to the den at first light 
 Called to Daniel in an anguished voice:  Daniel, servant of the living God, has 

your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue from the lions? 
 Daniel responded: God sent his angel to shut the lion’s mouths; they have not 

hurt me because I was found innocent.  Have done no wrong before you. 
 Daniel is lifted out with no wounds. 

9. Of what other persecutions in the Bible does this story remind you?  Explain. 
 Fiery Furnace is very similar 
 Jonah and whale 
 Paul beaten, Shipwrecked 
 Jesus death and resurrection:  when they rolled the stone away Jesus was risen 

10. What do you learn about God from this story? 
 With God, nothing is impossible 
 God can over-rule men and government easily, if it is in His will 
 But many people have actually been martyred and killed, like stoning of Stephen 

Lesson:  God can easily over-rule men and governments. 
 
God’s Glory – Other’s Punishment 
Read Daniel 6:24-28. 
 
11. What happened to the false accusers, their wives and children? 

 Thrown into lion’s den and bones immediately crushed before they hit the floor 
 Lions were indeed hungry and God had protected Daniel 
 Proved that this was not a fluke 

12. How was God Glorified? 
 Darius issues a decree for his entire kingdom 
 People must fear and revere the God of Daniel 
 God is a living God, endures forever; kingdom will not be destroyed 
 God’s dominion will never end 
 God rescues and saves 
 Performs signs and wonders in heaven and earth = all creation 
 God has rescued Daniel 
 God’s power and love is shown to the entire land.  God has revealed Himself. 
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 Daniel also prospered 

Lesson:  God judges the righteous and punishes sinners. 
 
Challenge:  Are you free from God’s punishment?  If so, how will you Glorify Him 
this week? 
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Last time we looked at the well-known event of Daniel and the Lion’s Den.  We learned 
of Daniel’s Distinction compared to others, Daniels’ Prayer compared to others 
schemes, God’s Protection compared to government authority, and God’s Glory 
compared to other’s punishment. 
 
This time we will see Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts.  In this we will see the World’s 
Four Kingdoms, Satan’s Temporary Kingdom, and God’s Everlasting Kingdom.   
Daniel’s dream of four beasts in chapter 7 occurred in the first year of Belshazzar’s 
reign (about 553BC), and is similar to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a statue in chapter 2.  
Daniel’s vision of the ram and goat in chapter 8 occurred in Belshazzar’s third year 
(about 550BC).  Therefore, God had given Daniel 3 views of the future prior to 
Belshazzar’s last banquet, which we studied in chapter 5.   
 
World’s Four Kingdoms 
Read Daniel 7:1-7 and 15-23. 
1. Was Daniel’s experience a dream, vision or something else?  See Daniel 7:1, 15-16 

and 2 Corinthians 12:1-4. 
 Daniel says it is a dream but saw visions 
 But then in 16, he actually interacts with someone standing before the Lord. 
 We really don’t know, nor does Daniel 
 Paul may have had a similar experience as did John in Revelation 

2. Explain the symbolism of “the great sea.”  See Isaiah 17:12-13 and Revelation 13:1. 
 Symbolizes the nations of the world 
 Sea is sometimes stormy just as the nations of the world are stormy:  confusion 

or war 
 Like the sea, future events of nations are difficult to predict 
 To men it seems that nations chart their own course 
 But the “winds” of God blow over them and rule over them 

3. Similar to the dream in chapter 2, the four kingdoms seem to be Babylon, Medo-
Persia, Greece and Rome.  What are some of the details of the fourth beast? 
 Daniel wants to know the true meaning of the fourth beast 
 Roman empire that swept over the world and still rules in a sense.   
 Rome certainly took over the known world at the time of Christ 
 Ten horns are similar to the 10 toes of Chapter 2 = 10 kingdoms coming out of 

Rome 
 Other horn (8) came up and 3 horns fell off 

4. What role does God play in human history? 
 Totally in charge 
 Like the wind blowing the sea 
 Men think they are in charge but they are not really 
 Global warming? 
 Look at the little nation of Israel as little as 8 miles wide surrounded by nations 

that want to destroy it.  They have not been able to do it, nor will they. 
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Lesson:  God is the sovereign ruler over world history. 
 
Satan’s Temporary Kingdom 
Read Daniel 7:8, 11-12, and 21-26, 
5. What are the 10 horns?  See Revelation 13:1. 

 10 kingdoms that will exist in the last days 
 Apparently coming out of the Roman empire 
 10 toes of Daniel 2:42 
 Little horn comes out of 10 kingdoms and he has to overcome 3 kingdoms 

6. What does the little horn represent?  How does Daniel’s vision of the little horn 
compare with 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12, Revelation 13:1-10? 
 Anti-Christ, man of lawlessness but doomed to destruction 2 Thessalonians 2:3 
 He overcomes three other rulers to do what he wants 
 Had eyes like a man = knowledge and planning skills 
 Boastful words = arrogant and prideful 
 People will follow him 
 Blasphemes God = Speaks against the most high (2 Thessalonians 1-12) 
 Wages war against the saints and oppresses the saints for time and times and ½ 

time = 3.5 years 
o Revelation 12:14 = a time, times and half a time 
o Revelation 11:2, 13:5 = 42 months 
o Revelation 11:3, 12:6 = 1260 days 

 Tries to change the set times and laws = times set by God 
 Daniel 9:27:  makes a covenant with Jews and then breaks in 3.5 years.  Rules 

for 3.5 years and then destroyed. 
 Revelation 13:1-10 describes him 

o Leopard, bear, lion compared to Daniel 
o Fatal wound is healed 
o Men worshipped him 
o Blasphemous words slandering God and angels and saints 
o Power to make war against the saints 
o All will worship him if their name is not written in lamb’s book of life 

7. Daniel 7:21-23, 25 describes a “war against the saints.”  What does that mean? 
 Anti-Christ wages war for 3.5 years (see above) 
 Defeats the saints in vs. 21 
 Saints will be handed over to him vs. 25 for 3.5 years 
 Godly people will be defeated and martyred during the 3.5 years of tribulation 
 If church is raptured prior to the anti-Christ coming then it will be Jewish and 

gentile believers after the church departs. 
 If the church goes through all or part of tribulation, then it may be the church 

along with the other Jews and gentile believers. 
8. From these verses, what good news does Daniel give to believers? 
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 But court will sit and little horn’s power will be taken away and completely 

destroyed forever (vs. 26) 
 Let’s now look at God’s kingdom lasting forever 

Lesson:  In the last days, God defeats Satan. 
 
God’s Everlasting Kingdom 
Read Daniel 7:9-14 and 27-28. 
9. Who is the Ancient of Days?  What do you learn about Him?  See Revelation 4:1-8, 

5:11-14. 
 God the Father 
 What do I learn? 

o Eternal and pre-existent 
o Sits on a throne and rules  
o Righteous = clothing white as snow 
o Wisdom and dignity = hair white as wool 
o Throne is flaming fire = judgment 
o Wheels = continual working 
o River of fire = more judgment 
o Celestial beings attend Him = thousands upon thousands = 1 million 
o Other beings stand before Him = 10 thousand times 10 thousand = 100 

million 
o Court was seated and books are opened 

 Beast with boastful words is slain and destroyed (Revelation 20:10) 
 Blazing fire (Revelation 19:20) 

 Ezekiel 1:15-21 and 26-27 describes God’s glory also.  Parallels Daniel 
 Ezekiel was also in Babylon as an exile 

10. Who is the Son of Man?  What do you learn about Him?  See Matthew 24:30, 
Revelation 1:4-13 and Revelation 5:1-7. 
 Jesus Christ.  Jesus uses this title about Himself (82 times in the gospels) 
 What do I learn? 

o Will return on clouds of heaven 
o Second coming will happen 
o Approached God the Father and is one with Him 
o Given authority, glory and sovereign power  (He is in charge) 
o He will return to judge the world 
o Isaiah 45:22-25:  Every knee shall bow; every tongue confess.  Romans 

14:11 
o All peoples, nations and men of every language worshipped Him 
o Everlasting Kingdom and never be destroyed 

 Daniel 7:14, 2:44 
11. Who are the saints and what is their future?  See Revelation 20:1-8. 

 Saints are believers, past present and future 
 They are the people of the most high 
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 They will receive, not take, sovereignty, power and greatness of kingdoms under 

heaven 
 That will be an everlasting kingdom 
 They will be rulers, but they will worship and obey Him. 
 Will you worship and obey Him now? 

12. Why do you think Daniel was deeply troubled and turned pale? 
 Humbled before God 
 Tremendous amount of revelation 
 Did not share this with anyone else = kept the matter to himself 
 Saw terrible judgment that Israel must go through 
 Daniel often became ill 
 When we learn a great truth we should be careful to not boastfully tell everyone 

else what we know. 
Lesson:  Jesus will return to judge unbelievers and establish His eternal kingdom 
with believers. 
 
Challenge:  Will you have a new reverence for God and His Kingdom as you pray 
“your kingdom come, your will be done”? 
 
Note:  According to Warren Wiersbe’s commentary on Daniel, a possible 7 year 
scenario described in Daniel and other scripture is listed below. 

 Anti-Christ will come from one of the 10 nations of Europe (Rome). He will 
overcome three of those nations and will move to become a world dictator with 
the help of Satan (Daniel 7:8, 11-12, 21-26; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; and 
Revelation 13:1-10). 

 He will sign a 7 year covenant protecting the Jews.  This will mark the beginning 
of the last 7 years of Daniel’s 70 weeks. (Daniel 9:24-27).  This is also known as 
the tribulation (Matthew 24:1-14, Mark 13:1-13, and Revelation 6-19). 

 After 3.5 years, the antichrist will break his covenant with the Jews, by setting up 
his own image in the Jewish temple in Jerusalem.  He will force the world to 
worship him.  This is called the “abomination of desolation” (Daniel 11:31, 
Matthew 24:15, Mark 13:14, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4). 

 The abomination of desolation also signals the last half of the tribulation called 
the “wrath of God.”  (Revelation 14:10,19; 15:1,7; Matthew 24:15-28; Mark 13:14-
23) 

 Jesus Christ will return to earth with His holy ones (Zechariah 14:1-9) to defeat 
the antichrist and his army (Matthew 24:29-44; Mark 13:24-27; Revelation 19:11-
21). 

 Jesus Christ will then establish His millennial Kingdom on earth (Daniel 7:13-14, 
26-27; Revelation 20:1-6). 

 The Church will be caught up in the air (raptured) to be with the Lord forever (1 
Thessalonians 4:15-17).  This rapture may be just prior to the 7 year tribulation, 
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sometime during the tribulation (perhaps after 3.5 years) or at the end of the 
tribulation.   
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Last week we saw Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts.  We saw the World’s Four 
Kingdoms, Satan’s Temporary Kingdom, and God’s Everlasting Kingdom.  Today 
we will study Daniel’s Vision of Ram and Goat.  We will see Daniel at Susa and seeing 
a vision.  The vision seems to look forward to Cyrus, King of Persia, Alexander the 
Great from Greece, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, and perhaps an Anti-Christ 
Foreshadow. 
 
Note:  Daniel’s vision of the ram and goat in chapter 8 occurred in Belshazzar’s third 
year (about 550BC).  This vision is written in Hebrew as is the rest of the book.  
Therefore, the prophecies of Daniel 8-12 concern the future for Israel.  Daniel needed 
the help of Gabriel, God’s messenger, to understand this vision.  Let us pray that Holy 
Spirit will help us to understand as well.  
 
Daniel at Susa 
Read Daniel 8:1-2, 15-19, and 26-27. 
1. What is the significance of Daniel being in the Citadel of Susa?  See Nehemiah 1:1-

4 and Esther 1:2-4. 
 In his vision he was in Susa, which was a future city of the Persian empire 
 Nehemiah talks about it as a city before the temple was rebuilt in Jerusalem and 

after the exile was over 
 In Esther it is the city from which Xerxes the Persian reigned.  “Royal throne in 

the citadel city of Susa.” 
 Susa was virtually nothing in Daniel’s time 
 Therefore, Daniel was taken into the future capital city of Persia after the 

Babylonians were conquered 
2. Who is Gabriel and who tells Gabriel to tell the meaning of the vision to Daniel? 

 Gabriel 
o God’s communicator 
o Luke 1:11-20 = I am Gabriel and stand in the presence of God and have 

been sent to speak to you 
o Luke 1:26-38 = comes to speak to Mary 
o Gabriel comes at very important times in God’s history to make very 

important announcements 
o This is an important announcement 

 Man who instructs Gabriel 
o Could be the Lord Himself, See Luke 1:19 
o Not really sure 

3. What is Gabriel going to tell Daniel about? 
 Gabriel picks Daniel up and brings him to his feet 
 Will tell about what will happen in the time of wrath 

o Time of wrath = tribulation (Revelation 11:18) 
 Concerns the appointed time of the end 
 Notice that in verse 26 he says 

o Vision is true 
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o But seal up vision for it concerns the distant future 
o Need to see Jesus’ first coming before he sees the second 

 Daniel was appalled by vision and it was beyond his understanding 
Lesson:  Seek God’s word in order to receive wisdom and understanding.  
(James 1:5) 
 
Cyrus, King of Persia 
Read Daniel 8:3-4, and 20. 
4. Cyrus was the king of Persia and in 539BC conquered Babylon as we saw in Daniel 

1:21. In Daniel 5:30, Darius was either Cyrus’s governor for Babylon or another 
name for Cyrus.  How was Cyrus God’s chosen instrument for Israel?  See Isaiah 
44:28-45:4 and Ezra 1:1-11. 
 God chose Cyrus to conquer Babylon while Jews are in exile there 
 He chose him to rebuilt the temple of Jerusalem (Isaiah 44:28) which was written 

about 200 years prior to Cyrus even being born 
 God chose him for the sake of Jacob even though Cyrus did not believe in God 

(Isaiah 45:4) 
 Gives a decree to rebuild the temple (Ezra 1) 
 Gives them money to build the temple (Ezra 1) 
 Also, in Ezra 1:7-11, he brought out the articles of the temple which 

Nebuchadnezzar had taken and gave them to the Jews. 
 Even though Israel was exiled, God used events to re-gather them to Jerusalem 

5. What is God’s sovereign plan for Israel?  See Romans 11:26-28. 
 God’s plan is that all Israel will be saved after the full number of gentiles come in 
 Isaiah 45:17-25 is where Paul gets this 

o Israel will be saved by the Lord 
o In the Lord all descendants of Israel will be found righteous and will exult 

(25) 
Lesson:  God has a plan to save Israel. 
 
Alexander the Great from Greece 
Read Daniel 8:5-8 and 21-22. 
6. From history, how does Alexander the Great fulfill this prophecy? 

 At a young age he quickly conquered the known world 
 It was larger than Cyrus’s empire 
 But he died at an early age of drinking (horn broken off) 
 After his death, his kingdom was broken into 4 parts 
 Bought Alexander stopped the oriental influence (Cyrus) and began the 

westernization of the world 
o Gave a common language and culture that gave some peace 
o New Testament written in Greek 
o Rome completed the westernization that Alexander began and helped to 

spread the gospel message after Jesus came 
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Antiochus IV Epiphanes  
Read Daniel 8:9-14. 
Historical Notes.  After the death of Alexander the Great, Greece was divided and ruled 
by four men, one of whom was Antiochus Epiphanes.  He ruled Syria from 175 to 
163BC and was known as the cruelest tyrants in history.  Naming himself Epiphanes 
(epiphany or revelation from the gods) he promoted himself as a god.  Desiring to turn 
the Jews into Greeks, he angrily attacked Jerusalem, eventually devastated the temple 
and replaced the alter with Zeus, and sacrificed a pig on it.  He prohibited the Jewish 
religion and practices.  In 165BC Judas Maccabeus purified the alter and Jewish 
worship was restored.  This resulted in the celebration of Hanukkah.  In 163BC 
Antiochus went mad and died rather suddenly. 
7. How does Antiochus Epiphanes fulfill Daniel’s prophecy in verses 9-14? 

 One of the horns started small and grew in power to south and east toward the 
beautiful land (Israel) 

 He trampled on starry hosts.  He was evil 
 Set himself up as the prince of Host = God 
 Took away the daily sacrifice 
 Sanctuary was brought low 
 Prospered and truth was thrown to the ground 
 How long will rebellion that causes desolation and surrender of sanctuary 
 2,300 evenings and mornings until sanctuary is re-consecrated 

o 2,300 days or 1,150 days and when does countdown start? 
o 6 year people say 171BC when the high priest was deposed 
o 3 year people say when the alter was destroyed in 168BC 
o Either way the prophecy fits 

8. What lesson do you learn from this prophecy? 
 God’s prophecies are always true.  This means that prophecies future to us will 

come true 
 Throughout history evil men continue to battle and trample on God’s truth. 

 
Anti-Christ Foreshadow 
Read Daniel 8:23-27. 
Note.  Some commentators believe that these verses continue with a description of the 
historical Antiochus Epiphanes.  Others believe that these verses refer to the Anti-Christ 
future to us and described in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 and Revelation 13.  Remember 
also that in 70AD the Romans totally destroyed the Jerusalem Temple.  Since that time 
and according to Romans 11:25-26 “Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the 
full number of Gentiles has come in.  And so all Israel will be saved…” 
 
9. What are the attributes of the person described in verses 23-25 “when rebels have 

become completely wicked?” 
 Stern-faced king = mean and evil, no joy 
 Master of intrigue = cunning and devious 
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 He will arise and will become very strong, but not by his own power = power of 

Satan = seem to be invincible 
 He will cause astounding devastation = tribulation 
 Succeed in whatever he does 
 He will destroy mighty men and holy people = opposed by believing remnant 
 Will cause deceit to prosper = great deceiver 
 Consider himself superior = claims to be god 
 When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against prince of 

princes = breaks covenant with Israel 
o Daniel 9:27 takes about covenant with Jews and then breaking it 
o Prince of Princes = Jesus 

 He will be destroyed not by human power = destroyed by Judas (Jesus) 
10. No one knows the day or hour of the end (Matthew 24:36).  Therefore, Satan seems 

rise up a candidate for the Anti-Christ in all ages.  How will you stand firm against 
Satan and his “powerful delusions?”  See. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17. 
 Believe in Jesus 
 Know that he chose you to be saved (13) 
 Sanctified through the Spirit (13) 
 Believe the truth (13) 
 Share in the Glory of Jesus (14) 
 Stand FIRM and hold to teachings of Bible (15) 
 Pray that Jesus encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good dead 
 There seem to be many delusions in America today 

11. Why is Daniel told to seal up the vision which is true?  See. Ephesians 3:1-13. 
 It certainly looks forward to Antiochus but also the Anti-Christ 
 Daniel does not know the mystery about the church age  

12. Daniel was exhausted, ill and appalled by the vision?  How are you affected by 
God’s revelation of future events?  See Daniel 9:16. 
 We should be revolted 
 We should pray for forgiveness 
 Pray for revival 

Lesson:  God progressively reveals future events for the good of those who love 
Him. 
Challenge:  Will you continue to pray for a revival in our nation so that 
unbelievers avoid the “powerful delusion” of Satan? 
  



Daniel 
“…and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (Daniel 7:13) 

Lesson 9 
Daniel’s Prayer and Vision of 70 “Sevens” 

 
Last week we studied Daniel’s Vision of Ram and Goat.  We saw Daniel at Susa and 
seeing a vision.  The vision seems to look forward to Cyrus, King of Persia, Alexander 
the Great from Greece, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, and perhaps an Anti-Christ 
Foreshadow.  Daniel 9 is in the first year of Darius when the Medes took over Babylon.  
It precedes Chapter 6 when Daniel is thrown into the lions’ den.  In this chapter we will 
see Daniel’s Discovery of God’s Plan, Daniel’s prayer of Worship, Confession, and 
Request, and God’s Timing of future events. 
 
Discovery of God’s Plan 
Read Daniel 9:1-3, Jeremiah 25:1-14, 29:10-14. 
1. In what ways did Daniel communicate with God?   

 Reading of scripture 
 Prayer and petition 

o Humbled himself before God 
o Fasting 
o Sackcloth and ashes 

2. This may not have been the first time that Daniel had read Jeremiah.  What did he 
learn from God’s Word? 
 Jeremiah prophesied to people for 23 years again and again 
 People did not listen 
 Told people to turn from evil ways and you can stay in the land 

o Don’t follow other gods 
o Don’t provoke God with what your hands have made 

 Because you have not listened, God’s servant Nebuchadnezzar will come 
against you and make the whole country a wasteland 

 But after 70 years, God will punish the king of Babylon for their guilt; will make it 
desolate forever; God will repay them 

 After 70 years, God will fulfill His gracious promise and bring you back to 
Jerusalem (29:10) 

 He has plans to prosper you and not to harm you; give you hope and a future 
 You will call and pray to me and I will listen to you 
 You will seek me and find me when you pray with all of your heart 
 I will gather you from all of the nations and bring you back from where I carried 

you into exile 
 Daniel called Jeremiah the Word of the Lord 
 70 years calculation 

o Babylon began attack in 606BC, first captives taken in 605BC, temple 
destroyed in 586BC.  Which date do you pick? 

o Cyrus decree in 538BC and 50,000 returned in 537BC, second temple 
finished in 515BC 

o Daniel discovered the prophecy of Jeremiah in 539BC 
o As Daniel read, the prophecy was about to be fulfilled before his eyes.  

Next year Cyrus issued the decree 
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3. How do you communicate with God? 

 Prayer for sure 
 Scripture is important 

o Daniel may have learned about the 70 years for the first time even though 
he read it before 

o Each time you read scripture there is something new for you 
o You can’t read scripture enough 

Lesson:  Daily study of God’s Word is important in the life of any believer. 
 
Worship, Confession and Request 
Read Daniel 9:3-19. 
Daniel was a man of prayer from an early age (Daniel 2:16-13), prior to the lions’ den 
(Daniel 6:10-11), and asking for an explanation of the vision (Daniel (7:15). 
4. In what ways does Daniel worship God in his prayer? 

 Worship is first before he asks 
 Great and awesome God (4) 
 Keeps covenant of Love with all who obey Him (4) 
 Lord you are righteous (7) 
 Lord our God is merciful and forgiving (9) 
 You have fulfilled words spoken against us (12) = Faithful and true and Judge 
 Lord God is righteous (14) 
 Might hand brought us out of Egypt (15) 
 Name that endures (15) 
 Your great Mercy (18) 

5. How does Daniel confess sins? 
 Confesses second and uses “WE” not them 
 Sinned and done wrong, wicked and rebelled; turned away from your commands 

and laws (5) 
 Not listened to Your servants and prophets who spoke to everyone (6) 
 Covered with shame wherever we are scattered because of unfaithfulness to you 

(7) 
 Sinned against you (8) 
 Rebelled against you (9) 
 We have not obeyed God or kept laws He gave us through servants and 

prophets (10) 
 All Israel has transgressed your law, turned away, refusing to obey you (11) 
 Curses have come upon us because we have sinned against you (11b) 
 All of this disaster come upon us, yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord by 

turning from sins and giving attention to the truth (13) 
o Interesting that even in captivity they did not turn to Lord 

 We have not obeyed Him (14) 
 We have sinned and done wrong (15) 

6. What specific requests does Daniel make in his prayer? 
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 Turn away your anger and wrath from Jerusalem (16) 
 Hear the prayers and petitions of your servant (17) 
 Look with favor on your desolate sanctuary for your sake (17) 
 Give ear and hear, open your eyes and see desolation of city that bears your 

name (18) 
 Make these requests because of your mercy not our righteousness (18) 
 Listen, forgive, hear, and act (19) 
 Do not delay (19) 

7. How will you use Daniel’s prayer as a model for your own prayer time? 
 Daniel was an intercessor and prayer “warrior” 
 Prayed for others and not himself, but included himself as a sinner 
 Prayed in God’s will after reading Jeremiah 
 Never really asked for anything himself 
 Prayer outline 

o Praise first:  God’s attributes 
 Could also include thanks = Mercy is one of those thanks 
 Form of praise by thanking God for what he has done 

o Confession second 
o Request in God’s will third 

 Notice that Daniel praises God and then contrasts “we” to God 
o You keep covenant of Love = we have sinned and done wrong (4-5) 
o You are righteous = we are covered in shame (7) 
o God is merciful and forgiving = we have rebelled and not obeyed 
o Lord is Righteous in everything He does = we have not obeyed (14) 
o Brought people out of Egypt with mighty hand = we have not obeyed (15) 

 
Lesson:  Worship God for who He is and confess your sins before you ask Him 
anything. 
   
God’s Timing 
Read Daniel 9:20-27. 
Note:  The prophecy that Gabriel is about to give relates to future events for the Jews 
and their holy city Jerusalem from Daniel’s time to the second coming of Jesus.   
Further details about the end times are given in Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21, 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-5:3, 2 Thessalonians 2, 2 Peter 3:10-12, Revelation, Isaiah, 
Zechariah 14, and many other books of the Bible. 
 
8. What do you find interesting about Gabriel’s appearance to Daniel in verses 20-23? 

 Gabriel interrupted Daniel’s prayer 
 Gabriel came in swift flight 

o Do angels have wings, not necessarily 
o Bullets have flights 
o Angels don’t have bodies, they are spirits (Hebrews 1:7) 
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o Creatures seen by Isaiah had wings (Isaiah 6) Seraphs 

 About time of evening sacrifice 
o If temple was standing it would have been 9th hour = evening sacrifice 
o Exodus 29:38-41 (twilight), Acts 3:1 (3:00PM), 10:30 (3:00PM) 
o Psalm 141:1-2 (like the evening sacrifice) 
o Daniel was confessing sin of himself and Israel 
o Jesus on the cross at ninth hour (3:00PM) (Matthew 27:45-50) 

 Answer was given as soon as you began to pray 
o God knows ahead of time 
o Gabriel just delivered the message 
o Gabriel makes big announcements and came to give understanding 
o Will answer Daniel’s prayer 

 You are highly esteemed = righteous in God’s sight 
9. What are the purposes that are set forth for the Jews and Holy City in the seventy, 

seven year periods? 
 Deal with sin 

o Finish transgression 
o Put an end to sin 
o Atone for wickedness 

 Bring righteousness 
o Everlasting righteousness 
o Seal up vision and prophecy = everything is known 
o Anoint the most holy = God 

10. Describe the fulfillment of the 7 sevens (49 years) and 62 sevens (438 years) in 
verses 25-26a. 
 7 sevens = 49 years 

o From issuing of decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 
o Rebuilt with streets and a trench but in times of trouble 
o Start date is critical 

 Not the decree of Cyrus in 538 permitting Jews to return 
 Could be 457BC, decree of Artaxerxes sending Ezra to Jerusalem 

(Ezra 7:12-26) 
 Could be 445BC, decree of Artaxerxes sending Nehemiah to go to 

rebuild the walls and restore the gates (Nehemiah 2:5-8) 
 62 sevens = 438 years 

o Anointed one, the ruler = Jesus Christ comes 
o He will be cut off and will have nothing = Jesus death on the cross 
o People of the ruler who will come will destroy city and sanctuary = Titus 

destroyed temple and Jerusalem in 70 AD. 
o Remember that Rome was the last of the 4 kingdoms in previous visions 

in chapter 2 and 4. 
 Total of 487 years bring us to Jesus ministry.  Very difficult calculation as 

definition of years have changed.  Egypt did 360 days, for example.  There was 
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not a zero BC or AD.  Interesting that prophecy uses symbolism so that prophecy 
has meaning across all ages 

11.  Some say that the last 7 has been fulfilled, while others contend that it is future to 
us.  What do you think?  Use other scripture to justify your opinion. 
 Fulfilled = temple destroyed and we are now in millennium or there is none 
 Not fulfilled 

o Vs 26b is an interlude or parenthesis of the church age after Jesus coming 
 Daniel would not understand the mystery of the church age 
 Church age is not revealed and remains a mystery to Daniel at this 

time 
 These prophecies apply to Israel and restoration of Jerusalem 

o He in vs 27 in Anti-Christ 
o Anti-Christ will confirm a covenant with many for 1 seven = 7 years 
o In the middle of the 7 (3.5 years) he puts an end to sacrifice and offering 
o Sets up an abomination that causes desolation until the end (of tribulation) 
o At the end Jesus returns and the anti-christ is defeated 

12. In what way has Daniel 9 helped to draw you closer to God? 
 Prophecy is true 
 Prayer is important 
 Reading scripture is important 
 View of God as sovereign over history 

 
Lesson:  God’s prophecy of the future will come true exactly. 
 
Challenge:  How will you be encouraged to spend more time with the Sovereign 
God this week?   
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Last week we studied Daniel’s Discovery of God’s Plan, Daniel’s prayer of Worship, 
Confession, and Request, and God’s Timing of future events.  This week we will 
study a Revelation to Daniel.  We will see Daniel’s Mourning, an Amazing 
Appearance, and the Unseen Battle. 
 
Daniel’s Mourning 
Read Daniel 10:1-3. 
1. Notice that the revelation given to Daniel was in the 3rd year of Cyrus.  Does this 

contradict Daniel 1:21? 
 Some would say it is proof that Bible is inaccurate 
 But he remained in king’s service until 1st year of Cyrus 
 At this point he was probably in his 80’s and maybe was not longer in service 
 He may have “retired” or was pushed out of king’s service 

2. Of what did the message concern?  See Daniel 11-12.  See Daniel 10:14. 
 Great war 
 Difficult times for Israel in Chapter 11-12 
 Times of the anti-Christ in 11:36-12:13 
 Physical battles 
 Spiritual battles which we will see in this chapter and beyond 
 Explains what will happen to the Jews in the future (14) 
 Concerns a time yet to come (14) 

3. Do you think Daniel’s mourning for three weeks occurred before he received the 
vision in chapter 10-12 or after?  Why was he mourning? 
 Before he saw the vision 

o Saw that people were returning to Jerusalem 
o Work on temple had stopped (Ezra 4) 
o Would God fulfill the promise to rebuild the temple? 
o But God said that it would be rebuilt in 7 sevens = 49 years 
o We need to know that God is in charge of timing of all things and He 

works according to His schedule and not ours 
 After he saw the vision 

o Might have been concerned about all of the wars he is hearing about in 
Daniel 11:1-35  

o Then the great war with the anti-Christ in 11:36-45 
o Might have been concerned about the spiritual battle that is occurring in 

the later part of chapter 10 and chapter 12. 
 If he mourned after the vision, it could have been about both things 

4. Has God changed your heart so that you mourn about God’s future judgment on 
unbelievers?  If so, how will you turn that heart change into action this week? 
 Personal 

Lesson:  God does have a plan of future judgment. 
 
Amazing Appearance 
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Read Daniel 10:4-19. 
5. What is interesting about the men with Daniel? 

 Only Daniel saw the vision 
 The men did not 
 The fled and hid themselves 
 Terror over-whelmed them 
 If they didn’t see it why did they flee? 

6. Scholars have different opinions about the identity of the man in verse 5.  Are you 
able to give pro’s and con’s for each of the possibilities below?  Please use any 
scripture that you can think of to support your answer and pray for a lively 
discussion. 

 Pro’s Con’s 
Angel Revelation 10:7 = another 

mighty angel.  Luke 24:4, 
Acts 1:11. 

This person refers to 
himself as “I” which usually 
means Jesus 

Angel Gabriel Gabriel came before Doesn’t identify himself as 
coming before 

Pre-incarnate Jesus Christ Description is like 
Revelation 1:12-19.  See 
Judges 13:6, 21.  Vs. 14 
say “I have come to 
explain”.  Fell face down 
like John in Revelation 1  
(don’t worship angels). Vs. 
18 said “Don’t be afraid”.  
Vs. 19 “Gave D. strength. 
Vs. 12 “Words were heard 
and I have come in 
response to them.” 

He was detained for 21 
days.  Jesus would not be 
detained, would He?  But 
Vision of man may have 
disappeared and then 
Gabriel or an angel came to 
minister to D.? 

 
7. Why would God make a revelation to Daniel? 

 Daniel asked and prayed 
 He set his mind on gaining understand (12) 
 Humbled himself before God (12), words were heard and angel came in 

response to them 
 Daniel was highly esteemed as is writing God’s Word 
 Daniel’s book is part of God’s progressive revelation 
 God cares about the Jewish people and is going to tell what will happen to the 

Jews, whom Daniel has been praying for. 
8. How has God revealed Himself to you? 

 Have you set your mind on gaining understanding? 
o Vision = unlikely 
o Prayer 
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o Bible = Daniel studied the Bible 
o Testing and trials 
o Holy Spirit = guide 

 Have you humbled yourself before God 
 Have you had faith in Jesus as Lord 

 
Lesson:  God reveals Himself to those who seek understanding and humble 
themselves before Him. 
 
Unseen Battle 
Read Daniel 10:13-11:1. 
9. Who is the prince of Persia that resisted the angel for 21 days?  Who is Michael?  

See Daniel 12:1, Jude 9, and Revelation 12:7-9. 
 Prince of Persia 

o Fallen angel that is trying to influence the king of Persia to do what Satan 
wants him to do 

o One of Satan’s angels hurled down to heaven after the war in heaven 
 Michael 

o One of the chief princes 
o God’s angel or arc angel 
o Protector of Israel (11:1 and 12:1) = Michael is your prince, Prince who 

protects your people. 
o Michael did not slander against Satan when disputing with the devil about 

the body of Moses (Jude 9) 
o War in heaven as Michael and angels fought against the dragon and his 

angels = many angels in heaven and many fallen angels 
10. What is the unseen battle described in this passage?  Is that unseen battle going on 

today?  If so, how long does it last? 
 War between good and evil, God and Satan 
 Notice that angel is delayed while fighting 

o King of Persia is Cyrus who let the Jews go back to Jerusalem 
o Satan did not want that to happen 
o Notice in vs. 20 that the angel has to go back to fight the prince of Persia, 

not done yet.  Angels cannot be everywhere at once like God can.  
o Some say that angels are territorial? 

 Battle continues today until Jesus defeats Satan as per Revelation 20 = bound 
during Millennial kingdom, then thrown into lake of fire 

11. 1 Peter 5:8 tells us that Satan and his angels prowl the earth like a roaring lion.  How 
do you protect yourself from Satan and his angels? 
 Faith in Jesus Christ as Lord:  1 John 3:8 = Jesus destroyed the devil’s work 
 Ephesians 6:10-19 = full armor of God enables us to resist the devil’s schemes 

 
Lesson:  Satan and his angels continue to fight against God until their final defeat 
when Jesus returns. 
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Challenge:  How will you humble yourself before God and allow Him to reveal 
Himself to you this week? 
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Last week we covered a Revelation to Daniel in which we studies Daniel’s Mourning, 
an Amazing Appearance, and the Unseen Battle.  In this week’s lesson we will study 
Daniel 11:2-35, which documents prophesy given to Daniel in the third year of Cyrus 
(536BC).  All of the events will occur in the future for Daniel from 529BC to 165BC and 
are past history to us today.  Therefore, we can verify the accuracy of the fulfilled 
prophecy by understanding historical data.  Some “scholars” say because the prophecy 
has been fulfilled so accurately, the book of Daniel must have been written after 530BC 
since no one could possibly predict that much detail so accurately.  We know that the 
only one who could have written the prophecy in advance of it occurring is God Himself.  
Prior to giving the prophecy, God’s angel tells Daniel, “Now then, I tell you the truth.”   
Our history lesson consists of Persia through Alexander the Great, South and North 
with Jerusalem in the Middle, another Anti-Christ Foreshadow and understanding 
Prophecy Fulfilled. 
 
Persia through Alexander the Great 
Read Daniel 10:1 and 11:2-4.   See Ezra 1:1-4 and Esther 1-2. 
1. How is the history for Persia predicted in Daniel 10:1, 11:2-4? 

a. Cyrus the Great ruled from 539-529BC as a contemporary of Daniel.  Cambyses 
succeeded Cyrus the great and ruled from 529-522BC. He conquered Egypt but 
failed to take Ethiopia and Carthage and had to retreat. 
 Cyrus was a contemporary to Daniel as we saw in Daniel 10:1. 
 Cambyses was first of the three rulers mentioned in Daniel 11:2 

b. Pseudo-Smerdis reign was from 522-521BC was an imposter and was 
assassinated by Darius. 
 The second of the three rulers mentioned in Daniel 11:2 

c. Darius I Hystapes ruled from 521-486BC.  He was of royal blood, being the 
cousin of Cyrus.  Darius failed to take Athens in 490BC. 
 The third of the three rulers mentioned in Daniel 11:2 

d. Xerxes ruled from 486-465BC and felt an obligation to capture Athens, but was 
utterly defeated by the Greeks in 480BC.  He retreated home to Susa, bitter and 
angry.  He sought relief by displaying his wealth for 180 days, a 7 day party, and 
enjoying his harem as described in Esther 1-2.   
 Fourth ruler who is far richer and all the others (11:2) 
 Will stir up everyone against Greece (11:2) 

e. Alexander the Great was determined to punish Xerxes and defeated the Persians 
in 331BC.  In 7 or 8 years he accomplished one of the most spectacular military 
expeditions in human history conquering the known world.  He died of a fever in 
Babylon in 323BC at a young age.  After assassination of his son and murder of 
other relatives, his kingdom was eventually divided among Antipater (Macedonia-
Greece), Lysimachus (Thrace-Asia Minor), Seleucus Nicator (rest of Asia), and 
Ptolemy (Egypt and Palestine).  Therefore, Alexander had no blood relatives that 
took over his vast empire.   Alexander’s conquests helped to spread Greek 
culture and language over the known world which helped to spread the gospel 
written in Greek. 
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 Mighty king will appear and rule with great power and do as he pleases (3) 
 Empire will be broken up and parceled out toward the 4 winds (4a) 
 Not go to his descendants (4b) 
 Won’t have the power that he exercised before, Kingdom uprooted and given 

to others (4c) 
 New testament is written in Greek.  Part of God’s plan for spreading His word. 
 This section concludes the Medo-Persian period for Israel. 

Lesson:  God can use unbelievers to accomplish His plan. 
 
South and North with Jerusalem in the Middle 
Read Daniel 11:5-20. 
2. Compare the brief history of the Ptolemy and Seleucus dynasties in each section 

below with Daniel 11:5-20. 
a. Ptolemy I had taken over Egypt and Palestine from Alexander the Great.  The 

dynasty of Ptolemy lasted until about 30BC with the death of Cleopatra. 
Seleucus I took over the rest of Asia from Alexander.  He was sponsored by 
Ptolemy I and in 312BC took over India on the east and Syria and Phoenicia 
on the west.  His empire exceeded that of his sponsor Ptolemy I.  Seleucus’s 
dynasty began about 310BC and ended about 64BC. 
 King of the South = Ptolemy dynasty 
 King of the North = Seleucus dynasty 
 King of the south will become strong (5a) = Ptolemy (Ptolemy) 
 One of his commanders will become even stronger and rule his great 

kingdom with great power (5b) = king of the North (Seleucus) 
b. After the death of Ptolemy I in 285BC, Ptolemy II took power and continued 

disputes with the Seleucus dynasty until 255BC when a treaty was signed 
with Antiochus II.  Ptolemy II demanded that Antiochus marry his daughter 
Bernice causing Antiochus to divorce his current wife, Laodice.  After 
Ptolemy’s death, Laodice engineered a coup and had Bernice and her son by 
Antiochus killed.  A short time later, Antiochus was murdered in 247BC. 
 Become allies (6a) 
 Daughter of S. to marry King of North = Bernice 
 Marriage doesn’t last as Bernice is killed = she is handed over. 
 Her royal escort (baby), one who supported her (Antiochus) are killed and 

her father died (6b) 
c. At the death of Ptolemy II, Ptolemy III took over in Egypt and was the brother 

of Bernice.  Wanting to avenge his sister, he attacked Seleucus II in the north, 
won the battle and collected great wealth.  After some years Seleucus 
attacked Egypt in 240BC, but was defeated and returned home in shame.  
Seleucus II was killed falling from his horse and his son Seleucus III took over 
but only to be assassinated 4 years later. 
 One from her (Bernice) family line will take her place and attack king of the 

North and be victorious (7) = Bernice’s brother who won the battle. 
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 He will seize gods, metal images, valuable articles of silver and gold and 

bring them back to Egypt (8a) = great wealth 
 For some years, he will leave king of the North alone (8b) 
 King of the North (Seleucus) will invade Egypt but will retreat to his own 

country (9) 
d. Sons of Seleucus II were Seleucus III, killed in battle and Antiochus III (the 

Great), who regained lost territory but in 217BC the Egyptian army defeated 
the Syrians.  In 201BC Antiochus raised a large army and one a great victory 
against Ptolemy V.  Some of the Jews in Palestine joined forces with 
Antiochus in order to break free from Egyptian rule, but they were defeated.  
Antiochus conquered Egypt and Palestine. 
 King of the south will defeat large army of the king of the North (11) 
 King of the north will raise a large army (13a) 
 The violent men of your own people will rebel…, but without success (14) 
 King of the North will be siege ramps, capture a fortified city.  The forces 

of the south will be powerless (15) 
 Invader (North) will do as he pleases; no one will stand against him.  He 

will establish himself in the Beautiful Land and how have power to destroy 
it. (16) 

e. Antiochus III (Great) negotiated to have his daughter Cleopatra I, who was 7 
years old at the time, to marry Ptolemy V.  His plan was to have his daughter 
help to undermine the Egyptian government to solidify his position.  But 
Cleopatra was loyal to her husband. 
 He will determine to come with the might of his entire kingdom and make 

an alliance with the king of the south.  And he will give his daughter in 
marriage in order to overthrow the kingdom, but his plans will not succeed 
or help him. (17) 

f. Antiochus III then attacked Greece but was defeated at Thermopylae in 
191BC and lead by the Roman general Lucius Cornelius Scipio, Asiaticus.  
Antiochus III died in 187BC and was succeeded by his son Seleuchus IV who 
opposed the Jews by raising taxes in order to pay tribute to Rome.  But 
Seleucus IV died suddenly, some say by poisoning.   
 Then he will turn his attention to the coastlands and take many of them, 

but a commander will put an end to his insolence (18a) 
 He will turn back toward the fortresses of his own country, will stumble and 

fall to be seen no more. (19) 
 His successor (Seleucus) will send out a tax collector to maintain the royal 

splendor (20a) 
 In a few years, however, he will be destroyed, yet not in anger or battle 

(20b) 
Lesson:  World history revolves around tiny Israel. 
 
Anti-Christ Foreshadow 
Read Daniel 11:21-35 and Daniel 8:9-14. 
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3. Compare Daniel 8:9-14 and 11:21-35 with each section of history for Antiochus IV 

below. 
a. After the death of Antiochus III, the true heir to the throne of Syria was 

Demetrius Soter, who was very young.  Antiochus IV Epiphanes claimed to 
be the protector of the throne and ended up seizing control of throne. 
 He will be succeeded by a contemptible person who was not given the 

honor of royalty. (21a) 
 He will invade the kingdom when its people feel secure and he will seize it 

through intrigue (21b) 
b. Antiochus IV was a successful military commander using deceptive strategy 

and brute force.  He won his first battle against Egypt but could not take over 
all of the country.  He sat down to negotiate with them, but did not intend to 
keep any of his agreements. 
 With a huge army he will stir up his strength and courage against the king 

of the south (25a) 
 King of the south will wage war with a large and very powerful army, but 

he will not be able to stand because of the plots against him (25b) 
 Two kings with hearts bent on evil will sit at the same table and lie to each 

other, but to no avail, because and end will come at the appointed time 
(27) 

c. In 170BC Antiochus returned to Syria and turned his attention to the wealth of 
the Israelite temple.  He plundered and defiled the temple, abolished the daily 
sacrifices, killed many Jews, and left soldiers behind to keep things under 
control. 
 The king of the north will return to his own country with great wealth, but 

his heart will be set against the holy covenant.  He will take action against 
it and then return to his own country (28) 

 It set itself up to be as great as the prince of host; it took away the daily 
sacrifice from him, and the place of the sanctuary was brought low. (8:11) 

 Because of the rebellion, the host of the saints and the daily sacrifice were 
given over to it.  It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to 
the ground. (8:12) 

d. In 168BC Antiochus invaded Egypt but the Romans told him to stop so he 
gave in to them.  He returned taking out his anger on the Jews.  In December 
168BC he desecrated the temple by erecting an alter of Zeus and sacrificing 
a pig.  He promised reward Jewish traitors who helped him.  Jews had to 
decide if they would obey God and possibly be slain or submit to Antiochus.  
Finally, in 165BC Judas Maccabeus was able to defeat Antiochus and 
consecrate the sanctuary.  Antiochus died a madman in Persia in 163BC. 
 At the appointed time he will invade the south again, but this time the 

outcome will be different than what it was before. (29) 
 Ships from the western coastlands will oppose him, and he will lose heart 

(30a) 
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 Then he will turn back and vent his fury against the holy covenant.  He will 

return and show favor to those who forsake the holy covenant. (30b) 
 His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and abolish 

the daily sacrifice.  Then they will set up the abomination that causes 
desolation. (31) 

 With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant but the 
people who know their God will firmly resist him. (32)  

 See Daniel 8:11-12 
 It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings, then the sanctuary will be 

reconsecrated. (Daniel 8:14) 
4. Some say that Satan raises a potential anti-Christ in every generation, since he does 

not know when the end will occur.  Antiochus IV was certainly a foreshadow of the 
final anti-Christ.  How will you put verses 32-35 into practice when faced with 
corruption from an agent of Satan? 
 Must know God (v32) so we can resist.  Ephesians 6:10-19 

o Stay in the word 
o Pray 
o Fellowship 

 If you are wise, instruct many in the truth (33), even though you will be 
persecuted or killed. 

o Share the gospel with others 
 Those that are martyred will be refined, purified and made spotless (35) 

o Philippians 1:21 
o Read Revelation 7:13-17 

 The end will come at the appointed time and we don’t know when it is (35) 
o Matthew 24:36 

Lesson:  Forces of evil exist in every generation. 
 
Prophecy Fulfilled 
5. Are you able to think of other Bible prophesies that have been fulfilled?  If so, be 

willing to share them with the group. 
 Genesis 3:15 = Jesus crushes Satan 
 Genesis 22:15-18 = Abraham gets numerous desendants, all nations will be 

blessed because you have obeyed me. 
 Genesis 49, where Jacob blesses his sons 
 Deuteronomy 32:47 = Moses to Joshua:  possess the land you are to posses 
 Psalm 22 = crucifixion of Jesus 
 Psalm 89:3-4 = establish your line (David) forever through all generations 
 Psalm 110:1 = Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right hand until I make your 

enemies a footstool 
 Isaiah 7:14 = virgin will be with child 
 Isaiah 9:2-7 (child is born) 
 Isaiah 11:1 root of Jesse = Jesus 
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 Isaiah 47:1 = fall of Babylon 
 Isaiah 49:8-9 = restoration of Israel 
 Isaiah 53 = about Jesus 
 Jeremiah 6 = Jerusalem under siege 
 Jeremiah 25 = 70 years of captivity for Jerusalem 
 Jeremiah 39 = fall of Jerusalem 
 Hosea 2 = Israel punished and restored 
 Micah 1 = Judgment against Samaria and Jerusalem 
 Zechariah 9:9 = king comes riding on a colt, foal of a donkey 
 Zechariah 12:10 = look on the one they have pierced 
 Matthew 1:18-21 = angel appears to Joseph about birth of Jesus 
 Matthew 16:21 = Jesus predicts his death and resurrection 
 Matthew 20:17-19 = Jesus predicts his death again 
 Matthew 24:1-11 = temple destroyed and disciples persecuted 
 Matthew 26:1-20 = Jesus predicts Judas betrayal 
 Luke 1:11-20 = birth of John the Baptist foretold by Gabriel 
 Luke 1:26-33 = birth of Jesus foretold by Gabriel 
 Many more 

 
6. The words “at the appointed time” appear in Daniel 11:27, 29.  What do those words 

mean to you? 
 God is totally sovereign over past history 
 God is totally sovereign over future history 
 Man is not in control like he thinks he is 
 Should be a relief for us. 
 God did not just create the world, wind it up and the let it go as some think. 
 Reminds me of Alexander Haig when Nixon resigned saying, “I am in control 

here.”  We are not in control except with the control that God gives us. 
 
7. How does the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy and other prophecy encourage you 

about the Bible’s prophecies that are not yet fulfilled? 
 Personal 
 The will all come true exactly as God says even though we may have trouble 

interpreting them. 
 
Lesson:  God’s prophecy always comes true at the correct time. 
 
Challenge:  How will you better know God and trust in his promises this week? 
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Last week we studied Daniel’s prophecy that has been fulfilled.  Those prophecies 
consisted of Persia through Alexander the Great, South and North with Jerusalem 
in the Middle, another Anti-Christ Foreshadow and understanding Prophecy 
Fulfilled.  For our final week, we will study Prophecy for Israel and Yet to be Fulfilled.  
We will see the Anti-Christ’s Temporary Reign, Christ’s Permanent Reign, and then 
God’s Final Instructions. 
 
Anti-Christ’s Temporary Reign 
Read Daniel 11:36-12:1. 
1. How is the king described in these verses different from Antiochus IV Epiphanes 

described in Daniel 11:21-35? 
 A. set up abomination in temple, but put in Zeus instead of himself 
 This king magnifies himself above every god (36) 
 He is THE anti-Christ yet to come 

2. What clues does Daniel give about the anti-Christ?  Also see Daniel 7:24-25, 9:27; 2 
Thessalonians 2:1-11; Revelation 13:1-10. 
 Daniel 7:24-25 

o He will rise from the 10 kings from Rome, different from the earlier ones; 
subdue three kings. 

o Speak against the most high, oppress the saints 
o Try to change the set times and laws 
o Saints handed over to him for a time, times and half time (42 months 

 Daniel 9:27 
o During 70th week he confirms a covenant with Israel and many 
o Makes peace in the middle east 
o In the middle of the 7, he puts an end to the temple sacrifice and offering 
o Sets up and abomination that causes desolation in the temple until the 

end is decreed. (3.5 years) 
 2 Thessalonians 2:1-11 

o He will oppose and exalt himself over everything that is called God or is 
worshipped 

o He will set himself up in God’s temple proclaiming to be God 
o Holy Spirit will be taken away 
o Jesus will destroy him 
o Will be in accordance with work of Satan:  displayed in counterfit miracles, 

signs, and wonders that deceive those who are perishing 
 Revelation 13:1-10 

o Dragon (Satan) gave him great power authority and throne 
o Fatal wound is healed 
o Men worship him and the Dragon 
o Can exercise his authority for 42 months 
o Blasphemes God and slanders His name and dwelling place 
o Power to make war against saints and conquer them 
o Authority over every tribe and nation 
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o Those whose names not written in book of life will worship him 

 Daniel 11:36-43 
o Exalts himself and speaks against God 
o Will be successful until time of wrath is completed as it has been 

determined 
o No regard for gods of his father or one desired by women 
o Will exalt himself only 
o Will honor god of fortress 
o God unknown to his fathers he will honor with gold, silver and costly gifts 
o Attack mightiest fortresses with Satan’s help 
o Will honor those who acknowledge him, making them rulers by selling land 

at a price 
o Will invade many countries after king of north and south attack him 
o Will invade Israel 
o Many countries will fall except for Jordan; Egypt will not escape 
o Will acquire great wealth 

3. Describe the “time of great distress” mentioned in Daniel 12:1.  See Matthew 24:15-
22 and Revelation 16. 
 Last 3.5 years of the tribulation 
 Jesus calls it “Great distress unequaled form beginning of world until now – never 

to be equaled again.” 
 Bowl judgments of Revelation 16 

o Ugly and painful sores 
o Sea turned to blood and everything in the sea died 
o Rivers and springs became blood 
o Sun given power to scorch people 
o Darkness on throne of the beast 
o Euphrates river dried up to prepare way for the kings of the east and for 

battle of Armagedon 
o Severe earthquake cities of the nations collapsed; plus 100 pound 

hailstones 
4. How does it end for the anti-Christ?  See Revelation 19:11-21 and Zechariah 14:1-5. 

 Will be alarmed by reports from the east and north and will set out in rage to 
destroy and annihilate many (44) 

 Will set up his command in Jerusalem, no one will come to his aid 
 He will come to his end 
 Revelation 19:11-21 

o Jesus Christ comes back with armies of heaven 
o Birds are gathered to eat the flesh of men and horses = “Great supper of 

God” 
o They were gathered to make war against God 
o Beast and false prophet are captured and thrown alive into the lake of 

burning sulfur 
o Rest are killed with the sword 
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 Zechariah 14 

o All nations will be gathered to fight against Jerusalem 
o Lord will go out and fight against those nations 
o On that day his feet will stand on the mount of olives 

 Mount of olives will be split in two from east to west; half the 
mountain moving north and the other south 

 Lord God will come with all of his holy ones. 
Lesson:  The anti-Christ’s covenant with Israel begins the tribulation, but Jesus 
returns victoriously after the appointed wrath. 
 
Christ’s Permanent Reign 
Read Daniel 12:1-3 and Revelation 20:1-6, 15. 
5. With Michael’s protection, what happens at the end of the “great distress”? 

 Everyone whose name is in the book of life will be delivered 
 Book of life is believing in Jesus.   
 Not in the book of life you are thrown into lake of fire 
 Resurrection of dead  

o Everlasting life for believers 
o Everlasting contempt for unbelievers 

 Those who are wise will shine = leaders in millennial kingdom of 1,000 years 
o Need to stand firm to the end in Jesus 
o Not submit to anti-Christ 
o Be willing to be martyred 

 Those who lead many to righteousness are like stars forever 
 Seems to be rewards at the judgment seat of Christ 2 Cor 5:10 
 Revelation 21 talks about new heaven and new earth forever and after 1000 year 

kingdom 
6. What is the resurrection of the dead like for believers?  What is it like for 

unbelievers?  See 2 Corinthians 15:51-57 and 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. 
 Believers 

o Changed in twinkling of an eye, raised imperishable from perishable 
o Victory over death 
o Dead in Christ raised first, then those alive to meet Christ in the air 

 Unbelievers 
o Everlasting contempt (Daniel) 
o Great White Throne judgment (Revelation 20:11-15) 

7.  Are you certain of your everlasting life?  Explain. 
 See the promises of Jesus 
 Believe in Him and receive everlasting life with him. 
 John 14:1-6, 3:16-18 
 John 10:28 

Lesson:  Belief in Jesus leads to everlasting life while unbelief leads to 
everlasting contempt. 
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Final Instructions 
Read Daniel 12:4-13. 
8. Daniel was instructed to “close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of 

the end.”  What did the angel mean by that? 
 Did not mean to hide it away 
 In those days the original was sealed and safeguarded.  There was a copy that 

was used for reference when needed 
 This meant that the document (contract) was totally valid and would be honored 
 In some ways the scroll was sealed because it could not be fully understand until 

Jesus came the first time (Matthew 24:15) when he explains it 
 Revelation 22:10 John is told not to seal up the book because the time is near.  

They had entered the end times or times of the gentiles. 
 Knowledge will increase for the prophetic word as people seek the word 
 Also, as we get closer to the end, we can see God’s plan unfolding before us 

o Consider regathering of Israel for example 
o Wars in the middle east 
o Russia and Iran = Gog and Magog alliance??? 

9. Two more angels appear and one swears “by one who lives forever.”  What do you 
think he meant in verse 7? 
 A time, times and a half time 

o 3.5 years in the last half of the tribulation 
o 7 years, then ½ way through the covenant is broken when the great 

distress begins 
 Power of holy people have finally been broken 

o Jews actually submit to Jesus 
10. Daniel asks because he does not fully understand.  What is he told to do? What can 

you learn from Daniel? 
 Go your way because words are closed up and sealed until time of end = Jesus 

coming 
 Many will be purified but wicked will be wicked 
 Wise will understand, wicked will not understand 
 What can you learn from Daniel? 

o When you don’t understand, ask = ASK in Matthew 7 
o Be bold to ask God for wisdom and put effort into understanding scripture 
o While waiting for the end share the gospel with others who are wicked and 

don’t understand 
11.  There are 1,260 days in the last half of the tribulation.  In your opinion, what is the 

significance of 1,290 days and 1,335 days mentioned in verse 11? 
 No one really knows, but God 
 Interesting that there are 30 days beyond the tribulation end 
 Then people who wait for another 45 days have a blessing 
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 For those people alive during this time, those numbers will be extremely 

meaningful 
12. What instructions has God given to you? 

 God is totally sovereign and with his angels fights spiritual battles that affect us 
 God is in charge of all history. May your kingdom come and come soon 
 Daniel prayed.  Pray specifically.  God may delay his answer. 
 God judges believers as righteous 
 God judges unbelievers as wicked 

 
Challenge:  What will you be doing before the “Son of Man” comes “on the 
clouds of heaven”? 
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