
 

 

For the past several years, the Council, during its yearly half-day retreat has picked a word that 

will help to define our focus as a church for the coming year. This past year, after much prayer 

and thought, we have chosen the word Abide. While many other good ideas were suggested 

and thought about, Abide really struck a chord with us.  

While we may often think of abiding as a passive verb, like sitting or lying down, abiding is 

much more than that. In John 15, we hear the words of Jesus as he tells us, “I am the vine, and 

you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is who bears much fruit, apart 

from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 

Jesus tells us that abiding is the root of everything that we can do to build the Kingdom of 

God—there is nothing we can do without Him! It is through abiding that we prove to be His 

disciples. 

This year, we ask and pray that you (and we!) meditate on this passage of John’s Gospel; and 

put it into practice. Abiding in Christ is the bedrock of all that we can do to show the world the 

love of Christ; and by doing so, build His Kingdom. 

A the year progresses, we will return to the themes and ideas surrounding abiding; and  to 

how they shape and form our lives and actions, both spiritual and physical—for they cannot be 

separated. 

 

John 15: 1-17 (RSV) 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that bears no fruit, 

he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 

fruit. You are already made clean by the word which I have spoken to you.  Abide in me, and I 

in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 



unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, 

he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If a man does not abide in 

me, he is cast forth as a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the 

fire and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it 

shall be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to 

be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in my love. If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be full. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no 

man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master 

is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made 

known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 

and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in my 

name, he may give it to you. This I command you, to love one another.” 

 


