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ENTRANCE HYMN                Come, thou almighty King                      Hymnal 365

 

 

 

The Word of God 
OPENING ACCLAMATION                                                                     BCP p. 355 

Celebrant                Alleluia. Christ is risen 

People                    The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY                                                                         BCP p. 355             

The Celebrant may say                                                                                                                        

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE                           Glory to God                                 Hymnal S 280 
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The following is sung, all standing as able 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY                                                                 BCP p. 224 

Celebrant                The Lord be with you. 

People          And also with you. 

Celebrant                Let us pray. 
 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all 

things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can 

desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A COLLECT FOR MOTHER’S DAY 

Most gracious and gentle God, from the womb of your love you gave birth to all 

creation, and in your Son Jesus Christ you reveal a loving-kindness that longs to 

gather up your children under the shadow of your wings: Bless, we pray, all mothers, 

especially those who nurse and care for children. Give them patience and wisdom. 

Sustain them in gentleness and grace. Deepen the tenderness of their affections. 

Affirm them in the nobility of their calling. May our children always find in the 

embrace of mothers an outward and visible sign of your never-failing love and care. 

And through the love of our mothers, may we all feel the warmth of your tender 

mercies and know the constancy of your unconditional love; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

The people sit. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31 

A Reading from the book of Acts of the Apostles. 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 

the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 

unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The 

God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 

does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and 
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all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 

allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they 

would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 

him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move 

and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his 

offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 

gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 

While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all 

people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 

world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has 

given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

 Silence may follow. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 66:7-18                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Please read with me the Psalm responsively by half verse. (Responses in bold.) 

 7Bless our God, you peoples; * 

   make the voice of his praise to be heard, 

 8Who holds our souls in life, * 

   and will not allow our feet to slip. 

 9For you, O God, have proved us; * 

   you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

 10You brought us into the snare; * 

   you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

 11You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; * 

   but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

 12I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, * 

   which I promised with my lips  

and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

 13I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; * 

   I will give you oxen and goats. 

 14Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 

   and I will tell you what he has done for me. 
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 15I called out to him with my mouth, * 

   and his praise was on my tongue. 

 16If I had found evil in my heart, * 

   the Lord would not have heard me; 

 17But in truth God has heard me; * 

   he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

 18Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 

   nor withheld his love from me. 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22 

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter. 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do 

suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not 

be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make 

your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 

you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, 

when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may 

be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s 

will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in 

the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation 

to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently 

in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 

persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 

you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is 

at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God.  

 
Silence may follow. 
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GRADUAL HYMN            Like the murmur of the dove's song              Hymnal 513 

All stand as able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21 
All stand as able. 

Priest               The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People             Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

[Jesus said,] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the 

Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. “I 

will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no 
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longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day 

you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have 

my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me 

will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

 
 

Priest   The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 

 

THE SERMON                                                                   The Reverend Will Lowry 

Brief moment of silence to follow.  

 

 

THE CREED                                                                                                BCP p. 358 
All stand as able. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
All remain standing as able. 

Celebrant:  Gracious and Eternal God, reveal your Spirit of truth, the Advocate, 

whom you have sent to be with us forever, that we may keep Christ’s commandment 

by loving you and our neighbor, as we pray:  Bless our God, you people; let the 

sound of praise be heard. 

 

Litanist:  Inspire your Church, O Holy One, that with gentleness and reverence we 

may give an accounting for the hope that is in us.  We pray especially for Sarah, 

Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Russell, our Bishop; Will, 

our Rector; and all other clergy and ministers of your church.       

Bless our God, you people: 

let the sound of praise be heard. 

 

Look upon our nation and give your Spirit of truth to all in authority, that you may 

hold our souls in life and not allow our feet to slip.  We pray especially for Donald, 

our President; Kay, our Governor; Robert, our Mayor and Tony, Mayor of Orange 

Beach. 

Bless our God, you people: 

let the sound of praise be heard. 
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Ruler of heaven and earth in whom all creation lives and moves and has our being, 

be not far from each living creature, that the earth may be healed and its people live 

in confidence.   

Bless our God, you people: 

let the sound of praise be heard. 

 

Live in us and in our neighbors, and do not leave us orphaned.  Come to us and abide 

with us, that your love may be revealed.  We pray especially for our brothers and 

sisters in Ukraine and Russia, in Israel and Palestine and all of the Middle East, and 

all victims of violence. Bring your peace to our world. We pray for all First 

Responders, Law Enforcement and Members of the Armed Forces, both at home and 

abroad, especially our parishioner Chris.    

Bless our God, you people: 

let the sound of praise be heard. 

 

Hear us, O gracious One, as we offer our intercessions, praying especially for our 

parishioners Cal, Carol, Mike, Norma, Al, Norma, Kimberly, Jane, Dawn, Pam, 

Sonya, Evie, Joy, Peter, Lee, and all on our prayer list. 

 

With gladness we offer you our praise and thanksgivings.   

With the assurance given to us by the raising of Jesus from the dead, we remember 

those who have died.  Fulfill your promise to love them and reveal yourself to them.   

Bless our God, you people: 

let the sound of praise be heard. 

 

Celebrant:   O God of love, you have taught us that your commandment is fulfilled in 

loving you and our neighbor:  Let your Spirit abide with us, that we may live in you 

and you may live in us, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                             BCP p. 359 

The Celebrant says                                                                                                                         
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.                                                          
Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People                                                                                                               

Most merciful God,                                                                                                                     

we confess that we have sinned against you                                                                                    

in thought, word, and deed,                                                                                                           

by what we have done,                                                                                                                 

and by what we have left undone.                                                                                                

We have not loved you with our whole heart;                                                                              

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.                                                                           

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.                                                                                    

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,                                                                                       

have mercy on us and forgive us;                                                                                               

that we may delight in your will,                                                                                                 

and walk in your ways,                                                                                                                              

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says                                                                                                                  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE                                                                                                BCP p. 360 
All stand as able.                                                                                                                             

Celebrant               The peace of the Lord be always with you.                                                    

People                    And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                           Millie Ericson 

                        BLESSING OF MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
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The Holy Communion 

OFFERTORY                                                                                              BCP p. 376 
The Celebrant says                                                                                                                                      

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice                 

to God. Ephesians 5:2 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN              Come down, O Love divine                     Hymnal 516 
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DOXOLOGY

 

 

Celebrant              All things come of thee O Lord 

People        And of thine own have we given thee. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer A                                                                                   BCP p. 355 
The People remain standing as able. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds                                                                                                 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, 

and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death,                  

and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 

the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name: 

Celebrant and People                                                                                         Hymnal S130 
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The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 

we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 

Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 

one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 

is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 

this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:                                                                      
Celebrant and People                                                                                                                         

Christ has died.                                                                                                                       

Christ is risen.                                                                                                                         

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues                                                                                                                                     

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 

Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 

we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 

kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

for ever. AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

FRACTION ANTHEM                                                                        Hymnal S154                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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INVITATION  

The Celebrant says                                                                                                                                          

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. It is made ready for those 

who love God and who want to love God more. So come, you who have much faith 

and you who have little, You who have been here often and you who have not been 

for a long time or ever before, You who have tried to follow and you who have 

failed. Come, not because the Church invites you; It is Christ who invites you to be 

known and fed here. 

DISTRIBUTION  

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to 

the people. Wine may be received by drinking from the chalice or by intinction. 
 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    

                         If you believe and I believe (Traditional Zimbabwe)          WLP 806           
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COMMUNION HYMN                   Sweet, Sweet Spirit                           LEVAS 120 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                                                       BCP p. 365                    

After Communion, the Celebrant says                                                                                                             

Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People                                                                                                                          

Eternal God, heavenly Father,                                                                                                         

you have graciously accepted us as living members                                                                             

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,                                                                                                

and you have fed us with spiritual food                                                                                                   

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.                                                                                    

Send us now into the world in peace,                                                                                               

and grant us strength and courage                                                                                                         

to love and serve you                                                                                                                    

with gladness and singleness of heart;                                                                                     

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
The Priest blesses the people, saying                                                                                                            

As you leave this place, go forth in peace. Be assured that the past is forgiven and 

know that the future is in God's hands. Return no evil for evil, remember the poor, 

pray for the sick, and make no peace with injustice in this world. May the blessing     

of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you always. Amen 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN            Love divine, all loves excelling             Hymnal 657 

 

                   

DISMISSAL                                                                                                BCP p. 366  

Celebrant             Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People                  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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WELCOME TO HOLY SPIRIT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

All who seek to know God in a deeper and more meaningful way are welcome  

to receive Communion.  If you do not wish to receive the Sacraments, just cross 

your arms and a blessing will be given instead. Gluten free communion wafers are 

available. Please ask the priest as communion is distributed.  
 

NURSERY: We provide a nursery for your convenience for infants and children up 

to 4 years old. The nursery opens at 9am. We invite you to bring your child back 

from the nursery for communion, preferably during the Peace and Announcements.  
 

Those for whom we pray: Cal & Carol Hanson, Mike & Norma Minchew, 

Katherine Stribling (Jan Waggoner), Marilyn Lewis (Lillian Bemis), Carrietta 

Nelson (Lillian Bemis), Al Vondrasek, Norma Black-Glossop, Kathi Dolder (Sue 

Wiggins), Judi Kuntz (Ann Lofaro), Kimberly Worthy, Deloma Bigham (Rhonda 

Barber), Laura Hermecz (Lillian Bemis), Jane Taylor, Jayne Sharp (Lillian Bemis),  

Abe & Dianne Kattawar (Rose Johnson), Lisa Kanuth (Kimberly Worthy), Mikki 

Stanley (Kimberly Worthy), Terry Kilpatrick (Lillian Bemis), Mary Ruth Burnes 

(Lillian Bemis), Valerie Wilk (Lillian Bemis), Dawn Johnson, Pam Webster, 

Matthew Gilbertson (Sam Nelson), Sonya Urquhart, Evie Loftin, Joyce Marie 

Borck (Norma Black-Glossop), Melissa Mackey (Lillian Bemis), Joy Howell, 

Sherry Jo Johnson (Rose Johnson), Melinda DeGraw (Evie Loftin), Pat Pickett (Rose 

Johnson), Tim Worthy (Lillian Bemis), Peter Davis, Henry (Jan Waggoner), 

Madelyn Grace (Jan Waggoner), Barbara Langevin (Ellie Brandon), David & 

Barbara Monaghan (Ellie Brandon), Carol Lautenschlager (Nancy Campbell), 

Sandra Sanchez (Rose Johnson), Kim Sprovier (Millie Ericson), Ann Hale (Jan 

Waggoner), Jim Reynolds (Sam Nelson), Nicholas Lipscomb (June Hayles), Lee 

Reid, Easton Gooch & family (Julian Jesubatham), Sonya Crawford (Millie Ericson) 
 

For all First Responders, Law Enforcement and Members of the Armed Forces: 

Phil Gurney (USN), Blake Buskens (USA), Charlie Conner (USA), Chris Miller 

(GSPD), Joseph Callaway (USN), Savannah Kichler Isenburg (USAF), Jacob 

Wetzler (USN), Luc Lau (USM), Jack Taylor (USN), Snap Nelson (USMCR), 

Callaway Williamson (USN), Cailan Ross Ashley (USCG), Joshua Cooper (USA), 

Margaret Lloyd (USN), Aden Marston (USA), Jay Flowers (NG) 
 

In Thanksgiving for Birthdays in May: Joy Howell (12th), Tomi Shaw (13th),            

Joe Barber (16th), David Adams (24th) 

In Thanksgiving for Anniversaries in May: Donna & Joe Funderburg (19th),  

Lee & Dick Reid (21st) 
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Servers 

Acolyte/Chalice Bearer- Vic DeFiori 

Lectors- Ian McConnell & Millie Ericson                     

Ushers- Tomibree Shaw 

Altar Guild- Joy Branch, Nancy Campbell, Vic DeFiori, June Hayles,  

                       Fr Bill Ericson, Leah Reader, Tomi Bree Shaw 

Flower Guild- Brenda Johnson 

Beadle- Dan Ratliff                        
 

 

 

 

Vestry 

Dave Liebenow (’26), Sr. Warden                      Dan Ratliff (’27)          

David Adams (’26)                                             Joe Funderburg (’28)          

Joe Barber (’26)                                                  Gwen Moore (’28)          

Millie Ericson (’27)                                            Tomi Bree Shaw (’28)          

Brenda Johnson (’27)                                          Ann Lofaro, Clerk 
 

 

 

 

Staff  

The Rev. Will Lowry-Rector 

Dr. Julian Jesubatham-Music Director              

Greg Engell-Assistant Music Director 

Morgen Szapiel-Parish Administrator  

Ivee Lowry-Day School Director                           

Kim Payne-Thrift Shop Manager 
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Contact Us 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2346 Gulf Shores, AL 36547      

Phone: 251-968-5988   

Office: holyspiritep@gmail.com    Rector: hsecrector@gmail.com 

Website: www.holyspiritgulfshores.com                                              

FB page: www.facebook.com/holyspiritepgulfshores                          
 

 

 

 

 

DONATE HERE 
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