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 Keeping Christ in Christmas! 
 

        
  
 

Thanksgiving has passed and you’ve probably seen ad after ad about “Black Friday Savings” or 
“Cyber Monday”. It’s funny isn’t it, the day after we are supposed to be reminded of what we 
have to be thankful for, we are told to go out and buy more stuff that we don’t really need… 
and that seems to be the culture we live in today. A constant state of wanting things that don’t 
really serve a purpose for eternity. And now we approach perhaps one of the most impactful 

“Holidays” of all, Santa delivering toys, oh wait, that’s not it at all. On the contrary, it’s Christ 
coming to earth as truly God and truly man. He lived a holy and sinless life, 

something we could never accomplish.  

 

 

 

 

 

And this was the plan all along. To send His Son Jesus, wrapped in flesh, to die on the cross as 
the payment for those trespasses. While it’s fun and harmless to spend time with family and 
exchange gifts, it is essential that we remember the real reason believers celebrate Christmas: to 
worship God for sending a way for our salvation. One way of doing that this Christmas is by 
reading the True Story of Christmas (Luke 2:1-21), singing songs of praise and worship to our 
King, and praying together as a family as the “main focus” of our gathering, thanking God for 
sending His Son!  

From all of us at DBC, we wish you a truly Merry Christmas, for our Savior has come, and now we 
look forward to His second coming, and to eternity worshiping Him! 

In Him, 

Pastor Chad 
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“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ.” 

Ephesians 2:4 
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  by Caffe Ellenz 

 

 

 

Stirred waters can blur our awareness of what is teaming 
beneath the surface of our sight. Though we may not see it, 
something eternal is emerging, someone near is hurting, 
something unsettled is pervading our lives. Cosmic awe can 
be shrouded by a simple stormy sky. We are limited in our 
sight until we are still in our souls. Why are we so 
afraid/unsettled when the storm rages in the seas, in the 
skies, in our very hearts? 

Heading to Alaska in November, I was anticipating winds, 
bitter cold, and deep upheaval from my comforts. Contrary 
to my expectations, I stood in awe of this rainforest’s blue-
sky day. Peering over the edge of the floating dock, I drank in 
the stunning stillness. On this journey, I was expecting a 
greater testing of my faith, but was participating in the awe 
of His unexpected gifts. Shalom. Glimpses of life began to 
captivate my sight. A lone jellyfish was gracefully rising and 
falling encompassed by still waters, a sole sea anemone was 
clinging to the rope’s strong anchor—the cabin’s sewer pipe, 
once hidden beneath, was now revealing where the gray 
waters purged. God’s gifts bring awe in the stillness. The 
beautiful. The desperate. Even the dross.  

When waters stand still, we can behold. As I beheld a lone 
starfish in vast waters, I was reminded of a time when 
Eastern skies stood still, and a bright, shining star captivated 
worshipers’ sight. A beacon to the beautiful. The desperate. 
The manger. 

In stormy seasons, God has a way of stilling . . . stilling the 
storms that rage up high, down low, or deep within. Since we 
are not called to live for our comforts, but for The One who 
gives us Life, we lose nothing in giving God our delays, our 
diagnoses, our deficits. We gain everything when we choose 
Christ. His love, grace, and truth are powerful anchors in all 

circumstances. Waves of peace remind us that He is all we 
ever truly need. 

After a while, the winds, the bitter cold, and the deep 
upheaval undeniably tested me. Feeling tossed asunder and 
utterly dismayed, I felt myself sinking as in the fishermen’s 
boat. Our expectations can be the very thing that agitates 
our waters, but surrendering our fears is like walking right up 
to the Red Sea with Moses-knowing. We don’t see beyond 
the waves crashing, we don’t feel beyond the hailstones 
pelting, but we KNOW beyond all expectation that God is 
worthy of His Word. “My shalom I give to you; not as the 
world gives, give I to you. . .” (John 14:27a). He can calm this 
sea. He sees you, and every lone anemone clinging to His 
anchor. He places a single starfish before our sight as a 
beacon to His promises that light our way. He not only parts 
the clouds, He can split the cosmos in a billion directions to 
elicit awe in the stillness of your heart. He can. He did--when 
He sent His son to earth to die for an ocean of sins, pumping 
out dross into His pure creation. He has come to purify. He 
has come to steal our hearts by captivating our stillness. He 
has come for you. Beautiful. Desperate. Forgiven. 

In the chaos of the crucifixion, what would the thief on the 
cross have missed had he not been enduring his own cross? 
The thief’s cross--our cross--creates the circumstances for 
stillness beside our very Savior. The thief would’ve missed 
the Life-giver giving away His very life beside him, for him. He 
would’ve missed Life Himself! In this season of both beauty 
and chaos, stillness gifts us eyes to see beneath the 
surface. May we see what eternal thing is emerging. May we 
see someone near who is hurting. May we begin to recognize 
that Christ is transforming our dross into reflective light. Like 
a babe in a manger, His gifts will stun and still our soul. 
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Focus on Family // The Johnson’s 

Mike & Ruth Johnson 

Romans 15:7  “Therefore welcome one 
another as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God.” 

Mike and Ruth Johnson along with 
other greeters, enjoy welcoming the 
wonderful people attending Donnelly 
Bible Church on Sunday mornings. Mike 
and Ruth love to travel in their RV. It 
was after many summer family 
vacations throughout the Pacific 
Northwest that they fell in love with 
Long Valley, its people, and Donnelly 
Bible church. They purchased property 
in 2017 and began establishing their 
new home. 

Mike and Ruth are from large families. 
Mike is number two of five children. He 
was born and raised in Ventura, 
California. His faith was established 
early in his life being raised with a 
Lutheran Foundation. His family was an 
important influence on building the 
church camp, El Camino Pines, outside 

of Frazier Park, California. Mike’s faith 
grew during the summer of 1979 
working as a counselor at Camp Luther-
Haven near Coeur D’Alene, Idaho. It was 
during that summer that he decided to 
commit to continuing his education and 
become a teacher. After returning 
home from Idaho, he had the 
opportunity to work at his familiar 
family camp, El Camino Pines. During 
these two years as the camp manager, 
he would commute to California State 
University of Bakersfield (CSUB) to 
attend night classes. He later accepted 
a teaching position in Bakersfield where 
he spent 34 years teaching sixth graders 
and junior high opportunity students. 
He retired in 2019. 

Ruth is number five of seven children. 
She was born in Ontario, CA. In 1965, 
her family moved to Bakersfield where 
she lived until her retirement. She was 
raised in the Christian Reformed Church 
and attended many Christian camps. 
She accepted Christ as a young girl at 
Mount Herman Christian Camp. Ruth’s 
father passed away when she was 
twelve. This left her mother to raise five 
of her seven children by herself. Her 
mother’s hard work and determination 
had a great impact on Ruth and her 
decision to become educated and a 
teacher. Ruth also attended CSUB 
where she completed her BA, Teaching 
Credential, and Masters. Ruth retired in 
2021 after 31 years of teaching 3rd-  
graders! 

Mike and Ruth have four children 
and seven grandchildren. Their 
oldest daughter lives in Michigan 
with her husband and two boys. 
Two other daughters live in Texas 
with their husbands and kids. Their 
son also lives in Texas with his wife. 
When you don’t see their smiling 
faces on Sunday morning, they will 
most likely be somewhere in the 
central states loving on their kids 
and grandkids. 

Have you noticed a pattern? Mike 
and Ruth’s faith has been heavily 
influenced by their summer and 
family camp experiences. What a 
blessing we have with Shiloh Bible 
Conference right here at our 
fingertips. The camp environment is 
a great opportunity to get us away 
from our hectic lives, recharge, and 
draw closer to our Lord and Savior. 
Certainly, many young and old will 
hear and accept the beautiful 
promise of John 3:16. 
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DECEMBER 
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2022 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 Communion  Sunday  4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
12PM Care Team Mtng 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 

3PM Good News Club 10AM Ladies Bible Study 
3PM Missions/Outreach 
Committee Meeting 

6PM Fellowship Night    

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
12PM Children’s Min Mtng 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 

3PM Good News Club 10AM Ladies Bible Study 6PM Fellowship Night    

18 19 20 21 22 23   Christmas Eve  24 
4th Sunday of Advent 
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
11:30AM Elder Bd Mtng 
6:30PM Christmas 
Dessert & Kid’s Play 

 10AM Ladies Bible Study   9:30AM Ladies Bible Study 
1PM Staff Meeting 
Food Pantry-Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 
 

 5:00PM Christmas Eve 
Church Service 
 

 Christmas Day 25 26 27 28 29 30 New Year’s Eve  31 
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
 

 10AM Ladies Bible Study  9:30AM Ladies Bible Study 
1PM Staff Meeting 
Food Pantry-Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 
 

  

 

 

JANUARY 2023 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  New Year’s Day   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Communion  Sunday 
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service     

 10AM Ladies Bible Study 
3PM Missions/Outreach 
Committee Meeting 

 
 

   

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 
 

3PM Good News Club 10AM Ladies Bible Study 
 

6PM Fellowship Night 9:30AM Ladies Bible Study 
Food Pantry-Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 
 

  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
11:30AM Elder Bd Mtng 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 
 

 10AM Ladies Bible Study 
 

6PM Fellowship Night 9:30AM Ladies Bible Study 
Food Pantry-Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 
 

  

22 23       24 25 26 27 28 
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 

 10AM Ladies Bible Study 6PM Fellowship Night 9:30AM Ladies Bible Study 
Food Pantry-Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 
 

  

29 30 31  
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 
6:30PM Youth Night 
 

3PM Good News Club 10AM Ladies Bible Study 
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  by Mike Crase Jr. 

 

 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry 
  by Mike Crase Jr., Children & Family Ministry Coordinator 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fall retreat season has come to a close, and with that, we are gearing up for our typical busy winter season. Between 
January and March, Shiloh will welcome almost a dozen different churches and their youth groups. This will be a chance for 
children, youth and families to come and grow in their faith and have some winter fun. 

 

you haven't made it out to 
one of these Fellowship 
Nights, we would love to have 
you.  Fellowship night takes 
place every Wednesday with a 
potluck dinner from 6:00 - 
6:45 and a study of Scriptures 
from 6:45 - 7:45. Classes are 
available for all ages. 

As always, if you are 
interested in serving with the 
DBC youth, DBC children's 
ministry, or at Shiloh Bible 
Conference, please let Mike 
Crase know at 661-350-1926. 

 

church.  We've grown so 
much that we anticipate 
opening up a fourth class for 
children beginning in January 
2023. During our Sunday 
morning service, we will 
be offering a nursery, ages 4-
5, 1st - 3rd grade and 4th - 5th 
grade classes. 

We will also be continuing 
with our monthly youth nights 
on January 29th. These youth 
nights are a great way to 
reach the community for 
Christ and to invite them to a 
deeper study of Scriptures 
every Wednesday during our 
weekly Fellowship Nights. If 

Merry Christmas from the 
DBC Children's groups! We are 
excited to invite you to our 
annual Christmas play on 
December 18th. Come for 
some great desserts and a 
chance to watch our DBC 
children perform the 
Christmas story. 

As DBC welcomes new 
families into our community, 
there is so much to be 
thankful for. The Donnelly 
community is in a period of 
growth with so many more 
families and children 
attending Sunday and 
Wednesday night 
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CEF has many different ministries for children, but the 

primary ones are the Good News Club and the 5-Day Club. 

The Good News Club and 5-Day Club ministries take place 

in neighborhood settings, such as homes, backyards, 

schools, community centers, and churches all over the 

world. These fast-paced, one-hour programs are 

designed to bring the Gospel of Christ to children on their 

level in their environment.  

In a typical Good News Club, kids in grades K-5 will find a 

fun filled, action packed hour, where they will sing songs, 

learn a Bible lesson, be given the opportunity to respond 

to the gospel, learn a Bible memory verse, be challenged 

by a true-life missionary story, and of course, receive a 

delicious snack.  

Parents can sign their children up for Good News Club by 

filling out the registration form. Club meets every 

Monday (except when there is no school) from 3:00-4:15.  

For more information, please contact Mike (760-219-2570) 

or Debbie (760-574-3220). We would love for you to drop 

by, see what amazing things God is doing, pray for us and 

the kids, and then prayerfully consider being part of this 

ministry in reaching boys and girls with the gospel of 

Jesus Christ and discipling them in God’s Word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child Evangelism Fellowship is a worldwide organization 

that has been around since 1937. CEF is a Bible-centered 

organization composed of born-again believers whose 

purpose is to evangelize boys and girls with the Gospel of 

the Lord Jesus Christ and to establish (disciple) them in the 

Word of God and in a local church for Christian living. Our 

vision is to reach, “Every Child, Every Nation, Every Day”. 

With workers in countries around the world, CEF has had a 

personal, individual ministry with more than 16.4 million 

children last year. 

Interested in becoming a member of Donnelly Bible Church?  Talk to Pastor Chad or one of the Elders to let them know you are 
interested. Pastor Chad will then talk to you about your walk with the Lord. Your name will be presented to the Elder Board for 
prayer and consideration. When approved by the Elders, Pastor Chad will present you to the congregation as a new member of 
the Donnelly Bible Church Family.  

 

Membership Class 
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Missions & Outreach 
  by Mike Crase Jr. 
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The Food Pantry 
  by Allison Hatzenbuhler (408-891-1441) 

 

The Donnelly Food Pantry seems to always be working in an ebb and flow pattern. There are weeks when our shelves 
are sadly empty and then God shows us all that our prayers are very much heard and answered! We received a phone call 
a few weeks ago, from a donor who was purchasing all the “leftovers” from the Ridley’s Case Lot Sale and wanted to 
donate them to the Pantry! WoW! So, Rick and I, Kevin & Beverly (our Elk Creek helpers) jumped in the Food Pantry truck 
and a pick-up truck and headed to Middleton to accept 7 pallets of donated food! Our hearts and our shelves were full! 
Pastor Chad put the word out to recruit helpers to unload and a team gathered quickly to get the job done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This holiday season has all of us running around and keeping busy as we kick-off our 3rd Annual Warm Coat Drive. 
Throughout the winter, if you find yourself with too many coats, outgrown snow pants, kids with big feet and little 
boots, we will gladly accept all gently used, clean, winter outerwear to help stock our Warm Coat Closet. 

We are in the midst of preparing for Santa’s Workshop! The pantry clients will have an opportunity to shop for gifts for 
their kids and choose what they know their children will enjoy! We also have a wrapping station (in case their kids are 
waiting in the car!), and extra rolls of wrapping paper to take home. The children are also given an opportunity to shop 
for their parents, so the giving spirit is helped along during a very special time of year! If you would like to donate 
towards Santa’s Workshop, we are accepting new, unwrapped toys and games for kids 0-16 anytime between now and 
December 18th! You can bring items to DBC or directly to the Food Pantry. Please let me know when you drop off so I can 
make sure to get them inside! 

The Team at the pantry is always welcoming new volunteers! if it’s an hour on a Thursday, or a couple of hours on 
Wednesday, Friday or Saturday to help with the grocery pick-up run, an afternoon to do a “bread run” to Cascade or 
help on a Tuesday morning unloading a delivery truck, we could always use the help! We have lots of jobs that can be 
done one time and many that need weekly upkeep and organization!  

Please don’t hesitate to call to volunteer, donate or ask questions! It is together, as The Body of Christ, that we serve 
others in our community. We reach out to those in need, we lift other in prayer, and we feed all who are in need! 
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Financial Update 

 

“Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits 
of all your produce; then your barns will be filled with 

plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.” 
Proverbs 3:9-10 

 

November total giving receipts: 
$11,633 vs budget expectations of $23,851 
 

Year to Date (YTD) giving receipts: 

$195,019 vs budget expectations of $207,321 
 

Various events are happening at DBC all week long. In addition to meetings publicized in the Sunday bulletin and newsletter, there 
are some behind-the-scenes happenings you may not know about! 

 Voting: Donnelly Bible Church is the polling center for the Donnelly/Roseberry precincts. 
 Good News Club: Hosted by Mike and Debbie Crase on Monday afternoons. 
 PE and Music: DBC’s gym is being used by the Donnelly Elementary School for PE on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and for 

music classes on Mondays and Wednesdays during the construction at the Elementary School. 
 Home School Group: The gym is being used by a home-school group three Wednesday afternoons a month. 
 The Chamber of Commerce hosted the 3rd Annual Christmas in Donnelly Boutique in our gym with over 400 in attendance, 

including a visit from Santa! 
 Candidate Forums: Prior to elections this past few months, community members hosted local and state candidates for Meet 

and Greets! 

Congratulations to Kelliann Ivey.  Kelliann was baptized 
into the Kingdom of Jesus on October 6th, 2022 by Pastor 
Chad and Pastor Mark at the Black Canyon Park in Emmett. 
Welcome to our newest member at Donnelly Bible Church! 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+3%3A9-10&version=ESV
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Donnelly Bible Church 

159 Fw Gestrin St. 

Donnelly, ID  83615 

(208) 325-8301 

 

 

MAILING 

PO Box 167 

Donnelly, ID  83615 

EMAIL 

Office@donnellybiblechurch.org 

WEBSITE 

donnellybiblechurch.org 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday thru Friday 

10AM - 2PM 
 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Chad Schommer - Lead Pastor & Worship 

 

 
Dave Coski - Adult Education 

 

 
Mike Cunningham - Secretary, Comm & Personnel 

 

 
Steve Forrey – Stewardship/Treasurer 

 

 
Rick Hatzenbuhler - Buildings & Grounds 

 

 
Greg Leichliter - Missions 

 

 
Wes Smith - Chairman, Care Team, Safety 

 

 

ELDER BOARD 

STAFF MEMBERS 

 

Phoebe Smith - Admin Assistant 

 

 
Mike Crase - Children & Family 

Ministry Coordinator 

 
 

Glenn Welsh - Custodian 


