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Dear Church Family, 

We’ve concluded our series in James and are moving on to the Gospel According to John. 
I love this book, and I hope throughout our time studying, you come to love it as well, if you 
don’t already do! It truly magnifies Christ so much greater and greater each time I study this 
chapter. Christ is truly AWESOME, yet that word is something we throw around much too 
often. I am guilty of this as well! I’ll say things like “This coffee was awesome” or “Did you 
see that pickleball serve? It was awesome.” Yet, when I think about what I know and believe 
about Christ, I can’t help but think that He really is the only one deserving of that description. 
He’s perhaps the only actual awe-inspiring thing we should really think of. 

When we see Christ magnified in Scripture, or when we see Him at work in our lives, it should 
leave us literally in awe (a feeling of respect or reverence mixed with dread and wonder, 
often inspired by something majestic or powerful). In Psalm 33, the Psalmist gives the singer 
a reason to stand in awe! The author says, shout for joy in the Lord, give thanks to the Lord, 
to sing to the Lord, and here’s why: 

“By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth all their 
host. He Gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; He puts the deeps in storehouses. Let all 
the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him! For He spoke, 
and it came to be; he commanded and it stood firm.”  
Psalm 33:6-9 ESV 

When you think of the incredible display of power God did by literally speaking the world into 
existence, it makes my coffee and my pickleball serve seem rather insignificant, doesn’t it? I 
pray as we head into the Gospel of John that we are reminded once again to stand in awe of 
our God, Creator, and Savior Jesus Christ, which leaves us saying, “Our God is an Awesome 
God.” 

In Him, 

Pastor Chad 
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CrossFit with Caffe 
  by Caffe Ellenz 

 

 

 

As I lift my eyes up to the skies, contrails (caused by jets 
overhead) leave their mark. So often, two contrails intersect 
and leave a lingering cross for our consideration. In childlike 
awe, I pause in the realization that “all things have been 
created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in 
Him all things hold together” (see Col 1:16-17). The contrails 
hold their perfect form in the atmosphere: two crossed lines 
upon the expansive, blue canvas. Our hearts are drawn 
heavenward, and heaven is declaring in every direction: 
hope, freedom and transformation! All of these riches 
resonate within, from something as common as contrails in 
the wind… 

“because that which is known about God is evident within… 
for God made it evident... For since the creation of the world 
His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly seen, being understood through what has 
been made, so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:19-
20). The cross, across the sky, captivates my soul because 
God is always about His business. He is Pursuer of our hearts 
and minds, Revealer of His glory in all things, everywhere. 
The cross is Glory’s Presence. The cross is intended to turn 
our world upside down.  

The steering of our lives drastically inverts when we find 
ourselves crashing into the foot of the cross. We usually 
crash because we were never intended to be the pilots of the 
plane. Oftentimes, we are desperately grasping for life--prior 
to finding ourselves wrapped around the tree where Christ 
bore our attempts-at-survival without Him. But there, at the 
foot of the tree, we lift our eyes and behold (by His power) 
the One whose wounds have healed us (1 Peter 2:24). 

 

God’s business pursuits continue on our behalf: Transformer. 
Worldview Flipper-over. The cross was originally a symbol of 
agonizing torture for enemies. It was feared and avoided. 
God loves to turn our world upside down. He wants us to see 
life from His perspective. Christ took the tree—shaped as a 
cursed cross—and transformed its meaning by nailing His 
perfect life to it. For us. He took the tree so we could wrap 
our messed-up lives around it. As we meld into His saving 
grace, He takes our trappings from fear and bondage—the 
places where only carnage is present--and revives us through 
His salvific first aid. 

God flipped the cross, its meaning, its message, and its power 
upside down. He gave us a new identity as He carried us out 
of that carnage. We are dead to sin, revoked from flying our 
own plane. In Him, we take flight--alive in a whole new way 
with a whole new perception of life and purpose. Having our 
worldview inverted allows us the opportunity to be emptied 
of ourselves. In this upside down, transformed vista, Christ 
has the space to live through us because we have gotten out 
of the way. When we buried our wrecked lives at the tree, He 
resuscitated us with His very life. He was always the intended 
pilot of our planes, and this is why we see contrails in the 
skies. He is also in the business of being a Reminder. A 
beautiful, transforming reminder. In the business of carrying 
the Cross. Glory’s Presence. Totally upside down in our world, 
“He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death” so that we would see something we hadn’t seen in 
the skies before, “whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; 
but whoever loses his life for My sake, will find it.”  
(Matthew 16:25). 
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Focus on Family // The Grob’s 

Jerry and Christie Grob 

Long time Valley County residents and 
new church members Jerry and Christie 
Grob are looking forward to a long and 
active involvement with Donnelly Bible 
Church and congregation.  

The couple have been married for over 
30 years and own a home in Lake Fork 
where they raised their four children, 
two girls and two boys. Along with their 
home, they own and operate a home 
decor business where Jerry’s handiwork 
as a woodcrafter is featured. 

Jerry was born in Palm Springs, 
California and grew up with his three 
brothers and his sister in Southern 
California before moving to McCall at 
the age of 18. He has two children, 
Jamie and Jason, from a previous 
marriage. Jamie lives and works in the 
McCall area while Jason lives and works 
in the Coeur d’ Alene area. Both are 
married and have four children 
between them. Jerry’s current 
occupation is as a caretaker for a 

family’s cabin on Payette Lake, but is 
looking forward to retirement and 
serving the Lord full time through the 
church. 

Christie, the youngest of three children, 
was born in Georgia and raised in Idaho. 
She moved to McCall in 1991, where she 
met and later married Jerry. Having 
been a stay-at-home mother for several 
years, she now runs the high school 
kitchen during the fall and winter. She 
also enjoys taking care of the animals 
on their little “homestead” and canning 
and preserving. 

Jerry and Christie have two children 
together, Justin and Caitie. Justin is an 
Adams County sheriff’s deputy and 
Caitie is an esthetician soon to be 
practicing locally. Both are married and 
looking forward to raising families. 

Along with running their business, Jerry 
and Christie raise chickens, hogs, and a 
garden. They are grandparents of four 
granddaughters and even have a great 
grandson and are excited at the 
prospect of even more grandchildren! 

During the pandemic, Jerry and Christie 
started watching a series on the book 
of Revelation, through which Jerry 
came to really know the Lord and 
become a true born-again Christian. 
Christie, having been raised in a 
Christian home, accepted Christ at 18 
and was baptized. 

In 2022, they started “church shopping” 
and, after landing for a few months at a 
different local church, they decided 

they hadn’t found the right one yet. 
Eventually, they came to Donnelly 
Bible Church and really loved the 
people and pastor, but most of all 
the commitment to scripture. After 
joining the adult Sunday classes, 
Sunday services and attending other 
church functions, Jerry and Christie 
decided they found their church 
home and became members. Both 
are actively seeking to serve in 
whatever capacity they can fill. 

Since starting at DBC (and after a 
bout of Avian flu), Jerry and Christie 
have started reimagining their coop 
complex into a ministry they hope 
will “speak” to those who stop or 
drive by. A sanctuary of sorts that 
will showcase a very large cross and 
sign that will read “Jesus Paid the 
Price For You” that will also be lit up 
at night. Their hope is that people 
will stop and walk through the 
garden that will be created with 
biblical references throughout and 
will prayerfully help bring a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ to the 
visitor, or at the very least, plant a 
seed. 

JESUS PAID THE 

PRICE FOR YOU! 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
11:30AM Elder Bd Mtng 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 

3PM Good News Club 10AM Ladies Bible Study  9:30AM Ladies Bible 
Study 
6PM Fellowship Night 

8:30AM Men’s Bible Study 
9:30AM Men’s Pickleball 
Food Pantry-Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 

6PM Movie Night  

19 Spring Break   20 Spring Break   21 Spring Break   22 Spring Break   23 Spring Break    24 25 

8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
6PM Ladies Bible Study  

 10AM Ladies Bible Study 9:30AM Ladies Bible 
Study 

8:30AM Men’s Bible Study 
9:30AM Men’s Pickleball 
Food Pantry-Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 

  

26 27 28 29 3 31  
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 
6:30PM Youth Night 

3PM Good News Club 10AM Ladies Bible Study 9:30AM Ladies Bible 
Study 
6PM Fellowship Night 

8:30AM Men’s Bible Study 
9:30AM Men’s Pickleball 
Food Pantry-Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 

Ladies Retreat 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APRIL 2023 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    

 1 
 

Communion  Sunday 2 3 4 Passover        5 6 Good Friday    7 8 
Ladies Retreat 
8:30AM Adult Study 
Palm Sunday 
10AM Worship Service 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 
 

3PM Good News Club 10AM Adult Education 
Mtng 
10AM Ladies Bible Study 
3PM Missions 
Committee Meeting 
 

9:30AM Ladies Bible 
Study 
6PM Fellowship Night 

8:30AM Men’s Bible Study 
9:30AM Men’s Pickleball 
Food Pantry-Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 

6PM Good Friday 
Service 

 

Easter Sunday   9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 

3PM Good News Club 10AM Ladies Bible Study 9:30AM Ladies Bible 
Study 
6PM Fellowship Night 

8:30AM Men’s Bible Study 
9:30AM Men’s Pickleball 
Food Pantry-Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 

  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
11:30AM Elder Bd Mtng 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 

3PM Good News Club 10AM Ladies Bible Study 9:30AM Ladies Bible 
Study 
6PM Fellowship Night 

8:30AM Men’s Bible Study 
9:30AM Men’s Pickleball 
Food Pantry-Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 

  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 

3PM Good News Club 10AM Ladies Bible Study 9:30AM Ladies Bible 
Study 
6PM Fellowship Night 

8:30AM Men’s Bible Study 
9:30AM Men’s Pickleball 
Food Pantry-Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 

  

30  
8:30AM Adult Study 
10AM Worship Service 
6PM Ladies Bible Study 
6:30PM Youth Night 
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Shilo Bible Conference 
  by Mike Crase Jr. 

 

 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry 
  by Mike Crase Jr., Children & Family Ministry Coordinator 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from Shiloh Bible Camp and the DBC children's ministry team. 
The winter retreat season is coming to a close, and with that, we are gearing up for our typical summer camping 
season. Between June and September, Shiloh will welcome almost a dozen different churches and their youth 
groups, and over 1,000 campers. Shiloh runs solely with the help of volunteers, short-term and long-term 
missionaries. If you'd like to serve in one of these roles, please let the Shiloh team know. Shiloh is always looking 
for camp nurses, worship leaders, kitchen staff and maintenance volunteers. Additionally, SBC will also be having 
its annual service day event on Saturday, May 20th. Mark your calendars and come on out for a day of fun in the sun 
(Lord willing). 

If you are interested in serving at the Shiloh Bible Conference, please contact Mike Crase at 661-350-1926. 

them to a deeper study of Scripture every 
Wednesday during our weekly Fellowship 
Nights. If you haven't made it out to one of 
these Fellowship Nights, we would love to 
have you. Fellowship Night takes place every 
Wednesday with a potluck dinner from 6:00 - 
6:45PM followed by a Bible study from 6:45 - 
7:45PM. There are classes available for all ages. 

As always, if you are interested in serving with 
the DBC youth or DBC children's ministry, 
please feel free to contact Mike Crase at: 
661-350-1926. 

The Donnelly community continues to grow 
with so many more families and children 
attending Sunday service and Wednesday 
Fellowship Night. We've grown so much that 
we opened our fourth children’s class this past 
January. During our Sunday morning service, 
we will be offering the following classes: 
nursery, toddler room, 1st - 3rd grade and 4th - 5th 
grade classes. 

We will also continue our monthly youth 
nights with the next one scheduled for March 
26th. These youth nights are a great way to 
reach the community for Christ and to invite 
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  by Mike Cunningham 

 

 

C 
 

always popular or immediately 
affordable. We have talked about 
change before in the newsletter 
and for some change is a difficult 
concept. Please be open to 
suggestions that may be 
forthcoming regarding necessary 
changes to the building. 

We believe that most of us would 
agree that improvements to the 
building need to be made. Minor 
maintenance issues will be 
addressed as best the building 
team sees fit to do. Rest assured 
that any major changes will be 
brought to the congregation for 
consideration and approval. 

All of this comes at a cost. The 
Elders and you (the Congregation) 
will need to be wise in how these 
issues get addressed and the cost 
impact to the Church budget. 

Please pray that the Church 
continues to grow in the quest to 
know Jesus. Pray that we are wise 
stewards of facility changes and 
the costs that will need to be 
incurred. 

and the disciples rebuked 
them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he 
was indignant and said to 
them, “Let the children come to 
me; do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of 
God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of 
God like a child shall not enter 
it.” 16 And he took them in his arms 
and blessed them, laying his hands 
on them.” Mark 10:13-16 

Further, have you walked around 
the building and seen some 
maintenance issues that you 
thought should be addressed? 

Increased attendance and more 
children in an old building brings 
forth some challenges. The Elders 
have been considering some of the 
needs and are asking for prayer in 
helping to find the best solutions to 
address the shortcomings of the 
building. 

A building committee is being 
formed to specifically address both 
maintenance and expansion issues.  
Sometimes these changes are not 

“Then they would give the money 
that was weighed out into the 
hands of the workmen who had the 
oversight of the house of the Lord. 
And they paid it out to the 
carpenters and the builders who 
worked on the house of the Lord,” 
2 Kings 12:11 

Have you looked around during 
Sunday worship lately? What do 
you see? Not too many empty 
seats. Consideration needs to be 
made for where, when, and how to 
expand if our attendance 
continues to grow. Don’t despair, 
this is a great problem to have. 
Jesus is at work! 

Have you observed how many 
children go stampeding from the 
sanctuary after the children’s 
message? Makes one’s heart happy 
to see so many young faces being 
taught about Jesus. With the 
increase in children, we have some 
space and space functionality 
issues. 

“13 And they were bringing children 
to him that he might touch them, 
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DBC Ladies Ministry 
  by Emily Crase 

A warm hello from the Women's Ministry Team! It has been such a joy to gather as women over the last several months; 
worshiping, fellowshipping, and getting to know each other more. Last month, we experienced delightful fellowship as we 
pondered how sweet it is to be loved by Jesus. We also kicked off our second round of Secret Sisters. Remember to pray for 
your secret sister and drop her a note or small gift in the drop basket in the gym to let her know you're thinking of her. If you 
didn't get in on this round, don't worry! We plan to host a few rounds throughout the year. It's a fun way to get to know a 
sister in the Lord a little better and know a sister is specifically praying for you as well. Our upcoming ladies' events include: 

 Ladies & Mother/Daughter Retreat at Shiloh Bible Camp (March 31st-April 2nd) 

 Spring Luncheon (May 6th) 

Mark your calendars now so you don't miss out of these enjoyable times of fellowship! 
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DBC Men’s Fellowship 
  by Mike Cunningham 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The men’s group, which started on Jan 5th is going strong studying the book of Ephesians. We have had as many as ~20 
gents attend. Thanks to Jason McClanahan, Mike Crase Jr., and Mike Crase Sr. for the wonderful breakfasts. Also, thanks 
to the Shiloh team for hosting this ongoing event. 

Please feel free to join us for Thursday Morning Men’s Fellowship! Meet at the Shiloh Chapel for breakfast at 8:30am, 
Bible study, followed by a rousing game of pickleball afterwards at 9:30 in the Shiloh gym! Bring friends, share the word! 
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The Food Pantry 
  by Allison Hatzenbuhler (408-891-1441) 

 

The Grainery (Donnelly Food Pantry) continues to feed the hungry bellies of Donnelly, McCall, Cascade and even New 
Meadows. Many ask why, when other towns have food banks, do people come to Donnelly? Many reasons! You’ve heard 
it said that the Donnelly Food Pantry is the happiest place in town! It is! We may work hard for a few brief hours on 
Thursdays, but you will always hear laughter and lots of conversation. Our Thursday distribution days are fast paced 
without any time to sit, but we get a lot done. Our pantry is open EVERY Thursday (except Thanksgiving and Christmas) 
while other local food banks are only open once or twice a month. People still get hungry during the weeks other pantries 
are closed so those are our really busy days. 

Without the support of DBC members and many more 
members of our local community, we couldn’t do what 
we do! Did you know that Jeff and Elizabeth Turner re-
stock our shelves every Sunday? Chris Kaufman is 
responsible for the constant little chores like setting out 
and picking up the garbage cans! Dennis Stewart has 
jumped in to help finalize the upgrade of our security 
system! The Shiloh gang does our Wednesday 
Albertson’s/Ridley’s pick-ups, Mike Heyer does our 
Friday pick-ups, Shawn Kirkland does our Saturday pick-
ups, and Allison & Rick Hatzenbuhler do the Tuesday and 
Thursday pick-ups at Natural Grocers. EVERY WEEK! We 
have more community members who pick-up food from 
our donors in Boise (Rolling Tomato and Eagle Nazarene 

Church) and drive it up the mountain on a weekly basis. 
We have a community member who cleans the pantry 
every Wednesday! There are community members who 
do our Dollar Tree pick-ups and deliver them directly to 
us - by the truckload! Did you know that a local donor 
bought out the Middleton Ridley’s after their last case 
sale and donated it all to us? It truly takes hundreds of 
man hours to do what we do, always with the reason we 
do it firmly planted in our hearts and minds. 

We can always use more help, prayers, and funds to 
continue what is DBC’s largest Mission right here in 
Donnelly. If you are interested in participating, please 
reach out! 

DBC group of ladies put together 
resurrection eggs for Easter Sunday. 

The Ladies Paint Night was a HUGE 
success thanks to Julie! 
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                        CrossFit with Caffe – Continued from Page 2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you hear the world encouraging you to give up your dreams of being the main captain? Not likely. The intercom is turned 
up and the flight attendants are instructing you what to do to be successful (especially in the case of an emergency). But all 
of this is a limited, cabin perspective. The right perspective is the inverted one—from an eternal perspective. 

Did you know God is also in the business of knitting both human beings and galaxies together? He enjoys leaving His 
trademark: the cross. His trademark is everywhere. It is knit in the miracle of the structure of the human body (such as the 
cross-like protein laminin which is known to hold our tissues and organs together). His trademark is now miraculously 
perceived as the X-structure at the core of the Whirlpool Galaxy which is billions of miles away! From the microscopic to the 
intergalactic, “…His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through 
what has been made, so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). 

Christ opens the contents of His first-aid kit. Within, He applies the anointing gift of sight which plucks at chords of worship 
within our hearts. Hope and freedom transform the wounds of our pilot days into beautiful scars that the world cannot 
understand. Yet somehow, evident within them, they feel compelled to find out more about THIS PILOT WHO INVERTS 
WORLDS and leaves contrails to tell His story. 
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Donnelly, ID  83615 

(208) 325-8301 

 

 

MAILING 

PO Box 167 

Donnelly, ID  83615 

EMAIL 

Office@donnellybiblechurch.org 

WEBSITE 

donnellybiblechurch.org 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday thru Friday 

10AM - 2PM 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Pastor Chad Schommer - Lead Pastor & Worship 

 

 
Dave Coski - Adult Education 

 

 
Mike Cunningham - Secretary, Comm & Personnel 

 

 
Steve Forrey - Stewardship/Treasurer 

 

 
Rick Hatzenbuhler - Buildings & Grounds 

 

 
Greg Leichliter - Missions 

 

 
Wes Smith - Chairman, Care Team, Safety 

 

 

ELDER BOARD 

STAFF MEMBERS 
 

Phoebe Smith - Admin Assistant 

 

 
Mike Crase - Children & Family 

Ministry Coordinator 

 
 

Glenn Welsh - Custodian 


