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A Word from Pastor Mark 

A Most Magnificent Sight 
More than a Dream? Something New? 

 

Focus on People 
Spotlight on The Brooms 

 

 
   

Dear Church Family, 

Did you happen to gaze upon the night sky spectacle on December 21st? In the sky was “The 2020 
Star of Bethlehem” Jupiter and Saturn, the two largest planets in our solar system were very 
close together! I stood on our back porch in the icy air with our eldest Daughter, Joanna, and 
gazed upward. I can still see in my minds-eye Joanna, shivering, but intently staring through 
10x50 Leica binoculars at the atmospheric wonder. The near alignment of these two planets was 
a brilliant light of remarkable size! A Bible-believer watching this event could not help but think 
about the FIRST and REAL Star of Bethlehem, and the weary travelers who came from afar, and 
who were astoundingly rewarded as they gazed at the Christ-child in the manger over which the 
Star of Bethlehem hovered. 

A Christian friend told me about a recent dream, 

“In my dream last night, I thought about the ‘Star of Bethlehem’ that we saw on December 21st. Then 
I thought of 2021 and how 21 is three 7’s together. I don’t know how in my dream I thought of three 
sevens coming together except that, in the back of my mind, I’ve been thinking … that the Lord will 
start something or do something NEW.” 

                                                                                                                                                            Continued on page 8 

 

It continues to amaze us how the Lord has worked in 
our lives individually and as a couple. Peter and I met 
more than eight years ago at FedEx; he managed 
routes and I was on staff. We enjoyed pleasant 
conversations and grew in our friendship; little did 
we know that the seeds God was planting would 
eventually turn into a marriage. We’ve often 
commented how our relationship has been one 
adventure after another. In 2016 God started to  

unveil a plan for our lives and by the spring of 2018 we made our way west to Idaho. We packed 
up everything we had, left our family and friends, and headed toward the sunset. 

 Continued on page 8 
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CrossFit with Deb 
  by Deb Krum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…but we were hoping…” You can hear the 
disillusionment as it hangs thick in the air. And what were 
they hoping for? “…that it was He who was going to 
redeem Israel.” The word “redeem” is the Greek word 
lytroo, meaning to liberate, to deliver from evils of every 
kind, internal and external. Their conclusion at that point 
was not only that Jesus failed, but that He had failed 
them. 

Well, they received the most eye-opening Bible study as 
the Stranger unpacked the Scriptures to them. And then 
later that evening, after Jesus broke the bread and 
blessed it, their eyes were opened to Who He was. Can 
you imagine how their minds were bursting with so many 
realizations all at once? He’s alive! He’s actually alive! 

For the next forty days, Jesus appeared to the disciples 
and finally, on the day of His ascension He leads them 
outside the city of Jerusalem and gives them instructions 
for what is to come: namely, the infilling of the Holy Spirit. 
Just in case we think their political ambitions for Jesus 
were put in eternal perspective they slip in one final 
question, 

At the time of Jesus’ ministry, the Jews envisioned the 
coming Messiah as someone who would set up His majestic 
reign on earth, whereby freeing them from the dictatorial 
rule and oppression of the Roman Empire. They understood 
from Scripture that His reign would be everlasting (Psalm 
145:13, Daniel 7:27). The disciples of Jesus also thought that 
He would liberate Israel and set up His everlasting kingdom 
on earth in their lifetime. 

It’s not at all surprising His disciples didn’t comprehend the 
full mission of Jesus. They knew the prophetic passages of 
Scripture, but they could hardly grasp how things would 
unfold. In fact, their political aspirations for Jesus clouded 
their ability to accept what He was telling them would 
actually happen: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Another notable conversation took place on the Road to 
Emmaus. Two of Jesus’ disciples were on their way back to 
their hometown when a stranger came up and began 
walking with them. The stranger began to inquire about 
what they were discussing. Of course, we know the stranger 
was the resurrected Jesus, but they were prevented from 
recognizing Him. Listen in as they describe their dismay and 
bewilderment, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 

things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. And He was stating the 

matter plainly. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. But 

turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter and said, 
“Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your mind on God’s 

interests, but man’s.”  Mark 8:31-33 

And He said to them, “What things?” And they said to Him, “The things 
about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 

in the sight of God and all the people, and how the chief priests and our 

rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death and crucified Him. But we 
were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel.” 

 Luke 24:17-21 

“So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, 
“Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” He 

said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father 

has fixed by His own authority; but you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of 

the earth.” Acts 1:6-8 

“And they stood still, looking sad. One of them, named Cleopas, 

answered and said to Him, “Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem 
and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?”  

Luke 24:17-21 

Continued on page 9 

 



 

 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021 PAGE 3 

NEWS 
 

 

JANUARY 2021 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     New Years Day   1 2 
  10AM Men’s Bible Study 

 
 Donnelly Food Pantry 

Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 
 

7PM Home Group 

 5:15PM Prayer Meeting 
Call (209) 399-9645 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10AM Online Service  10AM Men’s Bible Study 

 

3PM Missions/Outreach 
Committee Meeting 

 Donnelly Food Pantry 
Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 
 

7PM Home Group 

 5:15PM Prayer Meeting 
Call (209) 399-9645 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
10AM Worship Service 

 

6PM Ladies Bible Study 
 

 10AM Ladies Bible Study  
 

10AM Men’s Bible Study 
 

3PM Stewardship 
Committee Meeting 

 Donnelly Food Pantry 
Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 

 5:15PM Prayer Meeting 
Call (209) 399-9645 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
10AM Worship Service 
 

11:30AM Elder Board 
Meeting 
 

6PM Ladies Bible Study 

 10AM Men’s Bible Study 
 

 Donnelly Food Pantry 
Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 
 

7PM Home Group 

 5:15PM Prayer Meeting 
Call (209) 399-9645 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
10AM Worship Service 
 

6PM Ladies Bible Study 

 10AM Ladies Bible Study  
 

10AM Men’s Bible Study 

 Donnelly Food Pantry 
Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 
 

7PM Home Group 

  

31       
10AM Worship Service 
 

6PM Ladies Bible Study 

      

SUNDAY NIGHT MEN’S BIBLE STUDY IS POSTPONED UNTIL FUTHER NOTICE 

 

FEBRUARY 2021 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
  10AM Ladies Bible Study  

 

10AM Men’s Bible Study 
 

3PM Missions/Outreach 
Committee Meeting 

 Donnelly Food Pantry 
Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 

 5:15PM Prayer Meeting 
Call (209) 399-9645 

Communion Sunday   

7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 

10AM Worship Service 
 

11:30AM Annual 
Congregational Meeting 
 

6PM Ladies Bible Study 

 10AM Ladies Bible Study  
 

10AM Men’s Bible Study 
 

3PM Stewardship 
Committee Meeting 

 Donnelly Food Pantry 
Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 

 5:15PM Prayer Meeting 
Call (209) 399-9645 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
10AM Worship Service 
 
 

6PM Ladies Bible Study 

 10AM Ladies Bible Study  
 

10AM Men’s Bible Study 
 

6PM Elder Board Meeting 

 Donnelly Food Pantry 
Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 
 

 5:15PM Prayer Meeting 
Call (209) 399-9645 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
10AM Worship Service 
 

6PM Ladies Bible Study 

 10AM Ladies Bible Study  
 

10AM Men’s Bible Study 

 Donnelly Food Pantry 
Set-up: 2-4PM 
Distribution: 4-6PM 
 

 5:15PM Prayer Meeting 
Call (209) 399-9645 

28       
10AM Worship Service 
 

6PM Ladies Bible Study 

      

SUNDAY NIGHT MEN’S BIBLE STUDY IS POSTPONED UNTIL FUTHER NOTICE 



 

 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021 PAGE 4 

NEWS 
Focus on Youth – Trace Ellenz 
  by Mike Cunningham 
   

 
1 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This month our focus on youth is spotlighting Trace Ellenz. Trace was born in 
Boise and has grown up in Donnelly for the last 15 years. I think it is fair to say he 
is a local young man and loves the amazing mountains and the awesome 
community that the local area provides. His immediate family consists of his 
parents, Caffe and Jerry Ellenz, his brother Talon and sister Livia. 

Trace is currently a senior attending GemPrep Online School. His previous 3 
years of high school were at McCall-Donnelly High School. Trace is planning to 
attend Boise State University and major in Mechanical Engineering.  He likes 
BSU for its proximity, affordability and provides his desired field of study. 

While attending McCall Donnelly High School Trace really enjoyed the teachers 
that are invested in preparing students for future success. One of his favorite 
classes was Chemistry class taught by Mr. Borg. 

 

 

Trace enjoys various hobbies and interests including 3D 
printing and design, hunting, and fishing. His favorite 
activity is snowmobiling. Trace enjoys helping others 
when he can - he has been seen stacking wood and 
shoveling snow around Donnelly! He likes how involved 
in the community Donnelly Bible Church is and how the 
church is actively helping people. 

Although he doesn’t have any definite plans after 
graduating from college, he is determined to find a job 
where his talents can be used to contribute to society. 
Trace simply wants to be able to provide for his family 
and to help others. 

Help us in wishing great success and a bright future for 
Trace. 

Sunday Worship Services 
The intent of the Donnelly Bible Church is to hold weekly live, in-person 
church services. That being said, with the volatility of the COVID-19 virus 
and the possible exposure to church attendees, services may be 
suspended for the good of the congregation. Watch your emails to see if 
service will be “online only” for a particular Sunday. 
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DBC Food Pantry Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Students, Inc. (ISI) 
   by Joanna Woods 

International Students, Inc. has been serving international students since 1953. Our services include 
help improving students English, airport pickups, help in adapting to new environments, international 
student activities, and many more. At International Students, Inc. our hope is to introduce students to 
Jesus. We believe that following Jesus is the best way to know God personally, and we offer 
information about how to do this and why this would be a good decision for students to make. We 
believe that you can know God personally. In fact, we believe that is God’s strongest desire - to have a 
loving relationship with you. Some people think it might be difficult to know God, but all that is 
required are a few important steps to start a relationship with Him. Together, we hope to provide 
students with answers to the questions they may have about God - and help them start a personal 
relationship with Him. 

Joanna works with students on the Pacific University campus. Her husband, Trevor is currently in 
training and will be joining Joanna in her ministry soon! 

What a crazy couple of months it has been at the Donnelly Food Pantry. You’ve heard it before, but I have to repeat Pastor 
Mark’s words, “The Donnelly Food Pantry - Happiest Place in Donnelly”! 

Since the holidays began, we have provided 695 boxes of food: serving 1,199 adults, 615 children, and 307 seniors. That’s a lot of 
full bellies! Our friends and neighbors have been so very generous. It’s this generosity that allows us to provide good, healthy 
food. During this time of self-quarantining, and a lot of homeschooling, it’s important that we continue to feed our local children 
(after all - they are OUR future!). 

We are excited to open up our “Personal Care” aisle. When I mentioned this 
need to one of our donors, they asked that their donation go towards this 
project. Our clients will now be able to find shampoos, anti-perspirants, 
baby shampoo, laundry soap and more! Through a wonderful collaboration 
with Central District Health, we are also stocking toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
and floss! 

Our own Lowell Jackling has made the 
Pantry not only happy, but ROCKIN’ on 
Thursdays! He entertains us with hymns 
on his 12-string and classic rock on his 
electric guitar. God is hearing all of 

us worship Him through the voices of our angels. The air guitars (I think both brooms and  
mops have been used too) and dancing occasionally gets in the way of restocking the shelves 
but to see the smiles, hear the laughter, and feel the love is awesome!  

If you would like to participate at the Pantry by driving for the Albertson’s food runs, working to stock shelves (any day of the 
week), or (hardly) working during our Thursday distribution days, please let me know!  

Allison Hatzenbuhler 
Director - Donnelly Food Pantry 

Honor the Lord with your wealth, and with the best part of everything you produce. 
Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with good wine. 

Proverbs 3: 9-10 
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Shiloh will be starting our winter retreat run on January 15th with our 12–18-year-olds “Snow Camp” through mid-
March. Shiloh will be running weekend camps for like-minded churches and youth groups. Please continue to pray 
for Shiloh as we host and welcome these churches over the next few months. 

Mike Crase 
Executive Director 
Shiloh Bible Camp & Conference Center 
(208) 325-8239 

Shiloh Bible Conference  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Eddie is currently working with 
campus maintenance, vehicles and 
special projects such as Coffeebox 
(coffeebox.ngo). Kelly works with 
the Training department which 
involves working with students that 
attend DTS (Discipleship Training 
School) and the Advance Leadership 
School. Kelly also travels and teaches 
at other YWAM campuses, Bible 
studies and in church groups.  They 
love to serve young leaders through 
one-on-one discipleship, teaching, 
mentoring, prayer, and giving. Their 
hearts are to invest in and 
strengthen the rising generation of 
Christian Leaders. 

YWAM North Cascades exists to 
mobilize workers to the unreached 
areas of the world with the hope and 
transformational power of the 
Gospel. 

Click HERE to learn more about 
YWAM. Also check out: 
YWAM North Cascades. 

Eddie and Kelly are missionaries with 
YWAM and live in Lynden, 
Washington.  Prior to service with 
YWAM North Cascades, Eddie and 
Kelly served with YWAM Mazatlán, 
MX and YWAM Idaho, USA. 

Eddie and Kelly Vargas have a heart 
for the nations and a desire to 
disciple young people.  They know 
God has called the younger 
generation to rise up and serve Him 
and be His voice in these latter days. 
They are directly involved in the 
discipleship and mentorship of 
young Christian adults through 
teaching, training, counseling, life 
coaching and serving in helps 
ministries. 

Originally from Salinas, California, the 
Vargas’ have been married 37 years. 
They have 5 adult children, 3 
daughters-in-law, and 1 son-in-law, 
and 10 grandchildren. Through the 
years, Eddie and Kelly have served 
with visiting teams through Homes 
of Hope, in maintenance/projects, 
camp ministry, Bible studies, 
teaching and training. They have 
served the Lord in Mexico, Canada, 
Cuba, Honduras, Chile, Nicaragua, 
India, Italy and Ecuador. 

DBC Children & Family 
Ministry Update: 

While we don’t currently have 
children’s classes operating at DBC 
due to COVID, we will be providing 
activity bags for your children to use 
during our Sunday service beginning 
later this month, which can be 
picked up and returned to the foyer. 

In addition to the return of our 
Sunday morning children’s program 
(hopefully in the very near future), 
we are also working on redecorating 
our nursery, bringing back our mid-
week children’s program, and 
planning regular outings for 
children, youth and families. 

Our midweek DBC Afterschool 
Program is set to kick off on 
Thursday, January 28th from 3:00 - 
5:00 at Shiloh Bible Conference. 
More details on this midweek 
program will be available soon. If 
you are interested in volunteering, 
or learning more, please reach out 
to Mike Crase at: 
 mcrase.sbc@gmail.com or via cell 
at (661) 350-1926. 

We have scheduled our DBC 
summer Vacation Bible School for 
July 12 – 16th. Be sure to save the 
date! 

https://ywam.org/
https://ywamnorthcascades.com/
mailto:mcrase.sbc@gmail.com
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Thank You Kay Coski, DBC Secretary! 
 Retiring on January 24th after 15 years of faithful service 

 
   
 

 

On January 24, 2021, Kay Coski is retiring as the Donnelly 
Bible Church Secretary. Kay has worked in this capacity for 
15 years but for 50-plus years has served in many different 
DBC ministries. 

Kay writes, “Thank you for the opportunity to have shared 
with you in the Donnelly Bible Church ministries … I grew up 
in Donnelly with my Great Grandmother Sarah, being a part 
of the women who started a Sunday School in Donnelly for 
the children through the American Sunday School Union. 
DBC has always been part of my spiritual heritage con-
tinuing with my Grandmother, Thelma, and especially my 
mother Mary Jeane (with) her love for the Lord, love for 
children and others in our community. I was saved at the 
age of 6, baptized at the age of 12 when my dad was saved, 
and we were baptized together at the Arling Hot Springs 
south of Donnelly.” 

Kay’s longtime friend, Venita Kleint, remembers: “(Kay and I 
taught) Bible School together in the old church (the Flight of 
Fancy building, now). We had 30-plus children. … Kay’s 
Mom, Mary Jean Jones, told us ‘just love them’. So that’s 
what we did. … Kay was/is so fun and willing and had lots of 
good ideas. … She’s humble, caring, loving and supportive. 
Always giving and doing for someone else.  What a ‘Great 
Friend’ she is.” 

Nancy Willey writes: “(My friendship with Kay) dates back to 
50-plus years ago! Bill and I were still living in Fruitland, 
Idaho when I first met Kay. We would spend our summers at 
the ranch that we now live on. I would help Kay and Venita 
with Vacation Bible School at Donnelly Bible Church. … Kay 
is a very hard working, and caring, individual. I truly value 
our friendship!” 

We so very much appreciate Kay’s friendship and her many 
years of service! 

Dave and Kay Coski will continue being an active part of DBC 
as the Administrative Assistant baton has been passed to 
Phoebe Smith. Phoebe has served alongside Kay for two 
years in this capacity. Please help Kay retire from her many 
secretarial responsibilities, by directing your questions to 
Phoebe through the Church Office. 

*A special word of thanks to Donna Darling for helping to 
assemble this article. 

Dave & Kays wedding w/siblings 

The Coski’s (sons Michael and Rob) 
Grandkids: 

Bella Kay Brayden & Eslee 

Kay & Venita Kleint  
Sunday School Superintendents 

Frances Coski : B-day celebration 
(décor by Kay) 

Hard at work!! 

1990-Kay prepping flowers 
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Hebrews 11:8-9 says, “By 
faith Abraham, when 
called to go to a place he 
would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and 
went, even though he did 
not know where he was 
going. By faith he made his 
home in the promised 
land like a stranger in a 
foreign country; he lived in 
tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs 
with him of the same 
promise.” We knew it was 
all God’s doing, so we 
followed His lead. 

We were very thankful for 
our suburban home in 
Eagle, though it was far cry 
from where we lived in 
New Hampshire. We were 
used to dirt roads, stone 

walls, fall foliage and 
everything that comes 
with New England charm. 
As often as we could, we’d 
pack the car and head 
north to hike and camp in 
the Payette National 
Forest. It seemed to help 
us connect to the beauty 
we left on the east coast. 
And every time we’d leave, 
we’d say we wished we 
lived there. 

We truly believe God 
knows the desires of our 
hearts and oftentimes He 
allows them to be a part of 
our lives. In July of 2020 He 
called us to pack our things 
again and move to 
Cascade. It was all Him – 
the new career, the home 
to rent and our new family 

at Donnelly Bible Church. If 
we shared every detail of 
how He has orchestrated 
His plan for our life in the 
past two years, we’d have 
many pages to include. 

He is a good God! 

Being surrounded by God’s 
beautiful creation allows us 
opportunities to take part 
in the hobbies we love. 
Peter enjoys 
photographing nature, 
dispersed camping, and 
gold panning – his greatest 
passion. I love nothing 
more than watching him 
immersed in a stream, 
separating the rocks from 
the gravel, and seeing the 
peace in his eyes. And 
when we’re not together 
on some adventure, I love 

back-country hiking and 
skiing. 

There are days when we 
greatly miss our family and 
friends, but we are 
reminded that God is “able 
to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine” 
(Ephesians 3:20). We look 
forward to building new 
relationships within our 
community of believers as 
well as serving to whatever 
capacity God has for us. 

We praise Him for the 
journey we are on and for 
the one to come. 

Focus on People 
Continued from page 1 

A Word from Pastor Mark 
  Continued from page 1 
Do you need some newness in 2021? Embrace the reality of the newness that we have in Jesus Christ. The Good 
News that Jesus is the Savior, the One who makes all things NEW (2nd Cor. 5:17-19).  

It’s time to move beyond the crippling fear and negativity of 2020, and to put old ways of thinking behind us, “For 
God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.” (2nd Timothy 1:7) And God says, 
“Behold, I make all things new.” (Rev. 21:1-5) 

May this be a wonderful new year with eyes of faith to see the newness God has given us in Jesus Christ! 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor Mark 
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Christmas Time Memories 

Celebrations 

 

 

 

CrossFit with Deb 
 

Continued from page 2 

THE COX FAMILY CHRISTMAS WORSHIP CRASE FAMILY ADVENT READING 

As if to say, “Now Jesus? Are you going to restore us as 

a reigning kingdom?” They are still 

thinking of how God is going to accomplish what 

Zachariah had predicted in his prophetic prayer, 

 
It’s only after Pentecost that they began to 

comprehend the true meaning of redemption and the 

reality of the spiritual Kingdom of God. While they were 

looking for a political answer to their struggles, God 

brought them something far more radical and 

enduring. This is exactly what the Apostle Paul 

described in the following verse: 

 

 

We might ask ourselves, what are the vast implications 

of us being “rescued from the domain of darkness and 

transferred to the kingdom of God’s beloved Son”? 

How does being citizens of Heaven impact our 

citizenship in the United States of America? Or we 

might even ask ourselves if we have any lingering 

political aspirations for God to fulfill that have already 

been met in Christ? 

“To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our 

enemies, might serve Him without fear, in holiness and 

righteousness before Him all our days.”  Luke 1:74-75 

“For He rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred 

us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  Colossians 1:13-14 

“Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be 

shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an 
acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our God is a 

consuming fire.” Hebrews 12:28-29 
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Donnelly Bible Church 

159 Fw Gestrin St 

Donnelly, ID  83615 

(208) 325-8301 

 

MAILING 

PO Box 167 

Donnelly, ID  83615 

EMAIL 

Office@donnellybiblechurch.org 

WEBSITE 

donnellybiblechurch.org 

OFFICE HOURS  (Effective Jan 25th) 

Tuesday & Friday 

10 AM – 2 PM 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pete White - (Elder Board Chairman) 

Adult Education and Buildings & Grounds 

 

 
Wes Smith - Care Team & Church Safety 

 

 
Pastor Mark Cox - Lead Pastor & Worship 

 

 
Greg Leichliter - Missions and Outreach 

 

 
Rick Hatzenbuhler - Personnel 

 

 
Paul Kleint - Stewardship and Finances 

ELDER BOARD 

STAFF MEMBERS 
 

 

Phoebe Smith - Admin Assistant 

 

 
Mike Crase - Children & Family 

Ministry Coordinator 

 
 

Michael Wingert - Custodian 


