
Donnelly Bible Church Constitution 
Articles  

Article I:      Name of Corporation 
Community Bible Church, Inc. Donnelly, Idaho (The). Doing business as: Donnelly Bible Church of Donnelly, Idaho 
83615 This church is organized exclusively for religious purposes. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this 
Constitution or It's By laws, the Church shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an 
association exempt from Federal Income Tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or any 
corresponding or successor provision of the United states Internal Revenue Law), or (b) by a corporation, contributions 
to which are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or any corresponding or 
successor provision of any United States Internal Revenue Law).  

Article II:    Purpose  
The purpose of the Donnelly Bible Church is preaching the Gospel, teaching the truths of the Bible, administering the 
ordinances of the New Testament, spiritual improvement of its members and evangelization of the world beginning first 
in Donnelly and extending to the uttermost parts of the earth.  
The Donnelly Bible Church is to consider missionary giving and prayer as a vital part of its missionary outreach. 
Missionary interests are to be encouraged by every means possible.  
All services and programs are open for all to attend.  

Article III:   Statement of Faith 

A.   The Scriptures:  We believe that the Holy Bible, both Old and New Testaments, are the verbally inspired Word of                          
 God being infallible and without error in the original writings. 

 Proverbs 30:5      II Timothy 3:16 – 17    II Peter 1:19 – 21   

B. The True God:  We believe in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit as one God; equal in power, nature and glory. 

 Exodus 20:2 – 3    Psalms 83:18     John 14:16 - 17   
 I Corinthians 8:6     I John 4:13 – 14     Revelations 4:8 and 11   

C. The Virgin Birth:  We believe that Jesus came of the Holy Spirit in a miraculous manner; born of Mary, a virgin,  
 as no other man was ever born or can ever be born to woman.  This same Jesus is the God Man, Son of God and  
 God. 

 Genesis 3:15      Isaiah 7:14 and 9:6 – 7    Matthew 1:18 – 25   
 Luke 1:26 – 35     John 1:14     Philippians 2:6 – 8   

D. The Holy Spirit:  We believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine person.  In this present world He restrains the work of  
 Satan, convicts of sin, righteousness and the judgment to come.  He is the agent in the new birth of the believer.  He 
 seals, equips, teaches, witnesses, sanctifies and helps the believer. 

 Genesis 1:2     Mark 1:8    Luke 1:35 and 24:49   
 John 1:33 and 3:5 – 6     John 14:16 – 26 and 16:8    Acts 5:30–32 & 11:16 
 Romans 8:14 – 27    Ephesians 1:13 and 14   

E. The Creation:  We believe the literal Genesis account of creation.  Therefore, we believe the fact that everything in 
 this world began by direct creation of God and not by evolution. 

 Genesis 1:1 - 2:25    John 1:3     Colossians 1:16 and 17   

F. Faith and Salvation:  We believe that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the only condition for salvation. 

 Acts 16:31      Romans 10:17     Galatians 3:22 and 26   
 Ephesians 2:8 and 9   



 1.  The Fall of Man:  We believe that man was created in innocence under the law of his Master, but by   
      voluntary transgression fell from his sinless life.  Consequently, all mankind are now born sinners and   
      under the penalty of eternal death. 

      Genesis 3:1–7     Isaiah 53:6   Galatians 3:22 
      Romans 1:18–23, 3:10–25 and 5:9–19  Ephesians 2:1–3   

 2.  The Reconciliation for Sin:  We believe that the salvation of mankind is wholly by God’s grace.  The   
      Lord Jesus Christ, who was and is without sin, died on the cross for the sin of the world and by being   
      raised from the dead He accomplished eternal redemption.  Jesus Christ is the all-sufficient Savior. 

      Isaiah 53:4 – 11      Matthew 18:11     John 3:16 – 17   
      Acts 15:11      Romans 3:23 – 25    I Corinthians 15:3 – 4   
      II Corinthians 5:21     Ephesians 2:8 – 9    Hebrews 2:14   
      I John 4:10   

 3.  Grace in the New Creation:  We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be born-again.  The new birth  
      is a new creation in Christ that is instantaneous and not a process.  The new creation is brought about in a  
      manner above our comprehension solely by the power of the Holy Spirit in connection with the divine Word of  
      God. 

      John 1:12, 3:3–8, 5:24 and 10:27–29  Acts 16:30–33          Romans 6:23   
      Romans 8:35 – 39 and 10:17   II Corinthians 5:17–21       Galatians 3:26   
      Ephesians 2:1     Philippians 1:6         Colossians 2:13   
      II Peter 1:4                 I John 3:6–7 and 5:12–13  

4.  Justification:  We believe justification is an act where God declares righteous the soul that accepts his son as 
personal Savior.  Justification includes the pardon for sin and the gift of eternal life.  It is bestowed not in 
consideration of any works of righteousness, which we have done, but solely through faith in Christ. 

      Isaiah 53:11      Acts 13:39          Romans 3:24, 4:5, 5:1 – 2 and 8:1        
      Galatians 3:11–12    

G. The Sacraments: 

 1.  Baptism:  We believe that Christian baptism by water is to show forth our faith in the crucified, buried and risen 
      Savior.  Water baptism symbolizes our death to sin and resurrection to a new life. 

      Acts 8:36 – 38     Romans 6:3 – 5  

2.  Communion:  We believe that communion is the commemoration of His death until He comes again.         
      Communion should always be preceded by a solemn self-examination.  It is the desire of this Church to observe    
      communion at least once a quarter. 

       I Corinthians 11:23–28    Colossians 2:12   

H. The Devil or Satan:  We believe in the personality of Satan and that he is the unholy god of this age.  He is the  
 author of all the powers of darkness, the adversary of God and all who belong to God.  Satan is destined to the  
 judgment of an eternal justice in the lake of fire. 

     Matthew 4:1 – 11     II Corinthians 4:4    Ephesians 6: 11 – 12    
     Revelation 20:10   

I. The Righteous and the Wicked:  We believe that there is a radical and essential difference between the righteous  
 and the wicked.  Those who believe through faith and are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and are  
 truly righteous in His sight.  All who continue in unbelief are in His sight wicked and unrighteous.  The righteous  
 have everlasting joy, but the unrighteous have everlasting conscious suffering.  This distinction holds among men  
 both before and after death. 

     Proverbs 14:32     Malachi 3:18     Matthew 25:14 – 46   
     Romans 6:17 – 23    I John 5:12 and 19   Revelations 20:15   



J. The Resurrection and study of last times:  We believe in: 

1.  The Bodily Resurrection 

      Matthew 28:6 – 7     Mark 16:6     Luke 24:2 – 6 and 39     

2.  The Ascension 

      Mark 16:19      Luke 24:51     Acts 1:9 – 11  

3.  The High Priesthood 

      I Timothy 2:5    Hebrews 2:17 and 8:6    I John 2:1   

4.  The Rapture 

     I Corinthians 15:51 – 53    I Thessalonians 4:13 – 18  

5.  The Throne of David 

     Isaiah 9:6 – 7     Luke 1:32 – 33    Acts 2:29 – 30   

6.  The Millennial Reign of Christ 

      Psalms 72:8      Isaiah 11:4 – 5 and 32:1    I Corinthians 15:25     
      Revelation 20:6 and 14    

K. The Local Church:  We believe that the local Church is a congregation of born-again believers bound together in  
 faith and fellowship of the gospel.  We observe the teachings and laws of Christ and exercise the gifts, rights and  
 privileges invested in them by His government and that the one and only superintendent is Christ.  We believe it is  
 scriptural for the true Churches to cooperate with each other in contending for the faith and for the furtherance of  
 the gospel.  We believe that discipline is the responsibility of the local Church and must be administered according  
 to the letter and spirit of the Scriptures.  Reconciliation should be the end result sought for. 

      Acts 2:41–42 and 20:17–28    I Corinthians 11:2  Ephesians 1:22–23 & 4:11 & 5:23  
      Colossians 1:10–11     II Timothy 3:16–17    

L. The Civil Government:  We believe that the civil government is a divine appointment for the interests and order  
 of human society.  Leaders are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored and obeyed except in things opposed to  
 the will of our Lord Jesus Christ who is the only Lord of the conscience. 

     Exodus 18:21–22     Daniel 3:17–18      Matthew 22:21   
     Acts 4:18–21 and 23:5   Romans 13:1–7   I John 3:20    

M. Worldliness:  We believe that in these days of worldliness among professing Christians, it is necessary that we call  
 the attention of believers to the plain teaching of God’s Word concerning this:   

     II Corinthians 6:14 – 7:1    Romans 14:21    I Corinthians 10:31  

The above Scriptures plainly indicate that the child of God is to refrain from being unequally yoked, entangling 
alliances or questionable practices, which will hinder his or her influence or harm the weaker brother. 

Article IV:    Membership  
Any born again believer in Christ who is in agreement with this Constitution is entitled to membership in this Church. 
Only adult members 18 years or older are eligible to vote.  

Article V:     The Elder Board  
The Elder Board membership consists of the Pastor(s) and Elders. There shall be seven Elders and each for a three-year 
term. An Elder may serve two consecutive terms if elected for a second term, but at least one year must separate a second 
and third term of service. The Elder Board will oversee the function of the Church. By virtue of his office, the Lead 
Pastor will be an ex-officio member of all committees. The Elder Board will hold meetings as specified in the By-Laws.  
The Pastor(s) will be elected for an indefinite term and may be reviewed if necessary. The Elders will be elected for a 
three-year term. Elders may also be elected to serve less than three years if being elected to fill vacancies.  



Article VI:   Meetings  
It is the desire of this Church to meet regularly on every Lord’s Day for worship. The Annual Congregational Meeting of 
the Church will be held each year in January. Other meetings can be called according to the By-Laws.  

Article VII:  Amendments of Articles  
Amendments to these Articles can be made when presented in writing and discussed in any congregational meeting (in 
person or by electronic attendance), and accepted by at least a two-thirds responding. Recommended constitutional 
amendments must be publicized no less than two weeks prior to the congregational meeting so as to give ample time for 
thoughtful and prayerful consideration.  

Article VIII: Dissolution  
In the event a decision is made to dissolve the corporation known as “Donnelly Bible Church of Donnelly, Idaho,” 
provisions will be made by vote of the Church prior to the dissolution of the corporation. Provisions will be made to 
assign all of the assets of the Church to one or more non-profit organizations, such as churches, missions, schools or 
associations. None of the assets will be given to any individual. This Article cannot be amended or erased.  



BY-LAWS  

I.     Amendments to By-Laws  
Amendments to these By-Laws can be made when presented in writing and discussed in any congregational meeting (in person or 
by electronic attendance), and accepted by at least a two-thirds responding. Recommended amendments to these By-Laws must 
be publicized no less than two weeks prior to the congregational meeting so as to give ample time for thoughtful and prayerful 
and consideration.  
When accepted by at least a two-thirds majority vote of active adult members present and voting, the amendment will be effective 
immediately.  

II.   Church Covenant  
Having been led as we believe by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior and on the profession of our 
faith having been baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we do now in the presence of God and this assembly 
most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another as one local body in Christ.  
We promise by the aid of the Holy Spirit to forsake the paths of sin and to walk in the ways of holiness all the days of our lives. 
With this in view we engage to strive together for the advancement of this Church in knowledge, holiness and comfort; to 
promote its spirituality and prosperity; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrines; and, to contribute cheerfully 
and regularly to the support of ministry, the expenses of the Church, the relief of the poor and the spread of the Gospel throughout 
the world. We also engage to maintain family and personal devotions, to religiously educate our children and to seek the salvation 
of our kindred and acquaintances.  
We strive to walk together in Christian love and watchfulness, giving and receiving admonition with meekness and affection; to 
remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy 
in speech and, to be slow to take offense but always ready for reconciliation and mindful to the commandments of our Savior.  

III. Elder’s Covenant  
The Elders agree to be loyal to the interest of this local body of believers, be subject to its discipline and conduct themselves in 
the affairs of the Church as Biblically directed. The Elders cheerfully accept and subscribe to the following: 

A.    As the work of the Church is dependent upon prayers, the Elder Board shall meet monthly for this purpose at their regularly      
 scheduled meeting. Additionally, each Elder will conscientiously, to the best of their ability, attend a home group study or any 
 other services as provided by the Church Board.  
B.  If at any time an Elder finds that they can no longer comply with the Biblical mandate for leaders, it is their duty to report it   
 to the Elder Board and surrender their position in writing.  

IV.   Membership  
All candidates for membership are to meet personally with the Pastor and/or Elder(s) in order to share their personal testimony 
and desire for Church membership. It is desirable that they are water baptized first. There are three ways to enter into 
membership. 1. Those who regularly attend Donnelly Bible Church and have followed the Lord in obedience to Baptism at any 
Donnelly Bible Church baptismal service and have read and agree to the church constitution and by-laws and statement of faith 
shall, by these actions be added to the membership role. 2. They may also be received into membership by letter from other 
churches of like faith or 3. They will be brought into membership following a personal testimony during any regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Church.  
Letters of transfer may be granted to any member in good standing for the purpose of uniting with any other church of like faith.  
A member who has been inactive in attendance for a reasonable amount of time (as determined by the Elder Board) may, by a 
majority vote at a monthly Elder Board meeting, be removed from the active membership role and placed on the inactive 
membership list. Any member may request his/her membership be transferred to an "inactive member" status. Any member 
placed either voluntarily or involuntarily in "inactive member" status but can be reactivated to full membership upon approval of 
the Elder Board. An inactive member is not eligible to vote or serve on the Elder Board or any committee. An inactive member 
may be removed from the inactive membership list by a majority vote at a monthly Elder Board meeting.  

V.    Elders  
Any male member in this Church whose life meets the Scriptural standard (I Timothy 3:1–13 and Titus 1:5 – 9) is entitled to hold 
Eldership in this Church. Before the election of Elders, the Nominating Committee (as appointed by the Elder Board) will submit 
names eligible for Eldership to the Elder Board. Then names will be submitted to the Congregation for confirmation at a 
Congregational Meeting.  

A.  It will be the duty of the Pastor to “preach the Word,” to “feed the flock of God,” and carry out the duties specified in the 
Pastor’s Job Description. He will act as counselor at all Elder Board meetings. The Pastor(s) are not considered as voting 
members of the Elder Board but shall be considered voting members of the church for the purpose of conducting business at the 
Annual Congregational Meeting or any special congregational meeting.  

B.  The Elders will assist the Pastor(s) in zealously guarding and fostering the spiritual life of the Church. They will constitute the 
Pulpit Committee and will also see that the pulpit is supplied in the Pastor’s temporary absence. 



C. The Elder Board will care for the business in connection with holding, handling and improving of Church property. They will 
conduct all business matters pertaining to the Church but must have at least a two-thirds vote of approval of the active adult 
membership present and voting in matters of acquiring, disposing and mortgaging of Church property. They are also active in the 
hiring and dismissing of the Pastor.  

D.  The Elder Board will annually elect a Chairman, Assistant Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. The Chairman and Assistant 
Chairman will be elected from Elder Board membership. The Secretary and/or Treasurer will be elected from the Elder Board 
membership, or from the church membership rolls if necessary. A quorum will consist of a simple majority of the voting Board 
members.  

E.  In case of the death or resignation of the Pastor, his successor will be called at a special meeting of the Church of which ten 
day’s notice has been given. The calling of candidates and the nomination of the candidate will be made by the Church Board. 
After proper discussion and notification, the Church will proceed to vote by ballot. To establish “a call,” at least two-thirds of the 
active adult membership present (including proxy votes) and voting must vote in the affirmative.  

F.  It will be the privilege of either the Church or the Pastor to dissolve the pastoral relation by mutual agreement. Any officer of 
the Church who neglects his duties or who removes his residence from the vicinity, will by such neglect or removal, vacate his 
position.  

VI.  Deacon Committee  
The Elder Board may appoint individuals to serve on a Deacon's Committee, which shall operate under the authority of the Elder 
Board who will retain authority to dismiss any whom they determine to not be fulfilling their responsibilities. Deacons shall be 
selected from those regularly attending Donnelly Bible Church and need not necessarily be formal members.  

VII. Meetings  
The Elder Board will be responsible for providing regular opportunities for the Church to meet for prayer and Bible Study. These 
meetings will be in the form of home study groups, scheduled prayer meetings or other opportunities, as the Church deems 
appropriate  
The Elder Board shall meet monthly for prayer, Bible Study and the conducting of church business.  
The Chairman of the Elder Board will be responsible for the overall arrangements and direction of the Annual Congregational 
Meeting, including that of making sure the agenda is prepared and all reports are ready and assembled for the meeting.  
Special congregational or Elder Board meetings may be called by the Lead Pastor and/or Chairman of the Elder Board. Such 
meetings may also be requested by ten percent of the active members of the Church or five members of the Elder Board. For 
special congregational meetings, members of the Church are to be notified and business stated in writing at least ten days in 
advance of the of the meeting. Special Elder Board meetings may be requested at any time.  
Transaction of Church business in an annual or special congregational meeting must be authorized by at least a two-thirds 
majority vote of the active adult membership present (including proxy votes) and voting. An active membership role shall be kept 
by the Secretary of the Elder Board and included in the minutes at the December Elder Board meeting. This membership role 
shall be made available to the congregation of Donnelly Bible Church and shall constitute those who are eligible to vote at 
Congregational Meetings. Shut-in members or those who are away from the area shall be allowed to vote by proxy. All 
determinations of membership and voting eligibility shall be made by the Elder Board.  
All elections will be by ballot. Other voting can be done at the will of the Church. All motions when requested will be presented 
in writing. All meetings will be opened and closed with prayer. Questions of order will be settled by the customary rules as given 
in “Roberts Rules of Order.”  
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