
Gideon’s Dark Days
Scripture: Judges 8:22-35

Scripture Reading:  Eph. 4:17-24

Passage Begins Gideon had just acted terrible and acted northing like God 
would have him act.  
—Gideon has become like his enemies and maybe even 
more ruthless than his enemies.  
—— 

 

22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, 
both you and your son, also your son’s son, for you 
have delivered us from the hand of Midian.”

His countrymen were impressed with his achievements.  
—Well most of his countrymen.  Not those he beat with 
desert thrones or the women who lost their husbands, 
brothers, and sons.  
——These who were impressed responded with offering him 
and his descendants a dynasty over the nation.   
———This offer once again show the state of Israel.  
————They offer Gideon to be their king but Gideon has 
acted very poorly and acted more like the kings of the 
pagans around them.  
—————God is supposed to rule over Israel as their king 
but once again they trade the God of the universe for the 
creation that God created.   
——————God literally gave Gideon everything that he is 
and still Israel does not see that.  
———————Gideon was chosen to be a judge not a king.  
————————The Mosaic charter for kingship describes 
the process and who the king will be.   

Scripture: Judges 8:22-35
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READ:  Deut. 17:14-20, ““When you enter the land which 
the Lord your God gives you, and you possess it and live in 
it, and you say, ‘I will set a king over me like all the nations 
who are around me,’
15 you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord 
your God chooses, one from among your countrymen you 
shall set as king over yourselves; you may not put a 
foreigner over yourselves who is not your countryman.
16 “Moreover, he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor 
shall he cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply 
horses, since the Lord has said to you, ‘You shall never 
again return that way.’
17 “He shall not multiply wives for himself, or else his heart 
will turn away; nor shall he greatly increase silver and gold 
for himself.
18 “Now it shall come about when he sits on the throne of his 
kingdom, he shall write for himself a copy of this law on a 
scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests.
19 “It shall be with him and he shall read it all the days of 
his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, by 
carefully observing all the words of this law and these 
statutes,
20 that his heart may not be lifted up above his 
countrymen and that he may not turn aside from the 
commandment, to the right or the left, so that he and his 
sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel.
 
Gideon misses the mark on several moments here in this 
understanding of the Mosaic kingship that Gideon does not 
line up with.  

The problem is that Israel is getting their understanding of 
what the king should be like from the nations around them.  
—Their understanding of a king or ruler is based on the 
worlds standard and Gideon meets that standard.  
—They want to put Gideon in office because how he 
defeated the Midianties but they have who really delivered 
Israel from the Midianites.   
——Throughout the account of Gideon defeating the 
Midianites it is God who delivered Israel doing only what God 
could do but the people failed to see that it was God.  
———What do we learn from this?  
————We can not have a ruler that we lift up over God.   
—————Jesus is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.  
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READ: Rev. 19:11-16, “And I saw heaven opened, and 
behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.
12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many 
diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one 
knows except Himself.
13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name 
is called The Word of God.
14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean, were following Him on white horses.
15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He 
may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod 
of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of 
God, the Almighty.
16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, 
“KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
READ: Rev. 17:14, “These will wage war against the 
Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him 
are the called and chosen and faithful.”

This means that we can trust Jesus rule.  
—Gideon’s rule was not trustable.  David’s rule was good but 
he still made big mistakes.  
——We can trust Jesus to rules us perfectly.   
———READ: Eph, 1:9-12, “He made known to us the 
mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which 
He purposed in Him
10 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of 
the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, 
things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him
11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to His purpose who works all things 
after the counsel of His will,
12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ 
would be to the praise of His glory.
————Jesus’ rule should give us peace because His 
sovereign will is unfolding.  We can trust that He is going to 
rule perfectly.  
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23 But Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, nor 
shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule over 
you.”
24 Yet Gideon said to them, “I would request of you, that 
each of you give me an earring from his spoil.” (For they 
had gold earrings, because they were Ishmaelites(i-sh-
meal-lights.)
25 They said, “We will surely give them.” So they spread 
out a garment, and every one of them threw an earring 
there from his spoil.
26 The weight of the gold earrings that he requested was 
1,700 shekels of gold, besides the crescent ornaments 
and the pendants and the purple robes which were on 
the kings of Midian, and besides the neck bands that 
were on their camels’ necks.
27 Gideon made it into an ephod(ee-fod), and placed it in 
his city, Ophrah(oo-ff-ra), and all Israel played the harlot 
with it there, so that it became a snare to Gideon and his 
household.
28 So Midian was subdued before the sons of Israel, and 
they did not lift up their heads anymore. And the land 
was undisturbed for forty years in the days of Gideon.

Gideon’s verbal response is a rejection of Israel’s proposal.  
—Gideon appears to have given God the rule and respect 
that He deserves.  
——But really this is the last time that Gideon really gives 
God any attention.   
———In verse 24 he basically contradicts what he said 
about being their king.  
————He does not take  the title of king because he did 
see God do amazing things but he assumes the honor of a 
king.  
—————He asks for financial rewards.  This was a 
request for submission like they would submit to a king.    
——————Verse 25-26 really echos the way that the 
golden calf was made.  The people gave him what would be 
43 pounds of gold.  That would be over $800,000 in todays 
market.  
———————Gideon kept the king’s symbols of royalty.  
Which were the amulets worn by the camels of his enemies 
and the purple robes formerly worn by the Midianite kings.    
————————Then Gideon takes the gold an make an 
ephod.  
—————————This is what kings would do, they would 
build an symbol of a cult.   

An ephod was worn by the high priest in the tabernacle.  
—The ephod designated the true place of God’s dwelling 
and was a way to discern God’s will.   
——By making a copy and placing it in his home town 
Gideon essentially sets his home town as a place of worship.  
———He is encouraging people to come to him for 
guidance.  
 

What affect does it have on Israel?  
—Israel played the harlot.  They prostituted themselves.  
——The Judges were to turn people back to God.  Gideon 
leads the people into unfaithfulness.   
———Gideon basically assumes the role of king over Israel 
and leads them into unrighteousness and unfaithfulness.  
————That land had peace for 40 years but unlike that 
victories over the Canaanites under Deborah and Barak 
there is no celebration of divine salvation.  
—————We know as timothy Keller says, “that this is a 
compromised peace.  It is peace without worship, and peace 
without obedience.”  
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29 Then Jerubbaal(Jer-a-baal) the son of Joash went and 
lived in his own house.
30 Now Gideon had seventy sons who were his direct 
descendants, for he had many wives.
31 His concubine who was in Shechem(shh-eck-um) 
also bore him a son, and he named him Abimelech(a-
bem-a-leck).
32 And Gideon the son of Joash died at a ripe old age 
and was buried in the tomb of his father Joash, in 
Ophrah(oo-ff-ra) of the Abiezrites.
33 Then it came about, as soon as Gideon was dead, 
that the sons of Israel again played the harlot with the 
Baals, and made Baal-berith(baal-beer-ith) their god.
34 Thus the sons of Israel did not remember the Lord 
their God, who had delivered them from the hands of all 
their enemies on every side;
35 nor did they show kindness to the household of 
Jerubbaal(jer-a-baal) (that is, Gideon) in accord with all 
the good that he had done to Israel.

Gideon continued to act like the kings around him as he 
would have 70 sons with many wives and concubines.  
—It seems that the behavior displayed in the end of the 
Midianite campaign would really set the tone for the rest of 
Gideon’s life.  
——Gideon goes so far as to call his Abimelech which 
means, “My Father is King.”   
———What Gideon has rejected in taking the name king he 
lived out.  

 What does this tell us?  
—Tim Keller says, “There was a huge and growing gap 
between what he believed about God in his head, and the 
motives of his heart and the actions fo his hands.  Gideon’s 
mistake was a failure to live out what he knew to be true.”  
——This become the problem with every believer.  We have 
to keep our mind and heart set of on the one true king.  
———READ: Col. 3:1-2, “Therefore if you have been raised 
up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God.
2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that 
are on earth.
———READ:  Prov. 4:23, “Watch over your heart with all 
diligence,
For from it flow the springs of life.
———READ: Phil. 4:7, “And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.

Lastly, we find that Israel fell right back into their same old 
sins.  
—Not only that but they were not kind to the family that 
provided them the peace they enjoyed.  
——READ:  Eph. 4:17-24, “So this I say, and affirm together 
with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles 
also walk, in the futility of their mind,
18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the 
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because 
of the hardness of their heart;
19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves 
over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity 
with greediness.
20 But you did not learn Christ in this way,
21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in 
Him, just as truth is in Jesus,
22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay 
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Ephesians 4:17–24 (NAS): 17 So this I 
say, and affirm together with the Lord, 
that you walk no longer just as the 
Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their 
mind,

 18 being darkened in their 
understanding, excluded from the life of 
God because of the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the hardness of their 
heart;

 19 and they, having become callous, 
have given themselves over to sensuality 
for the practice of every kind of impurity 
with greediness.

 20 But you did not learn Christ in this 
way,

 21 if indeed you have heard Him and 
have been taught in Him, just as truth is 
in Jesus,

 22 that, in reference to your former 
manner of life, you lay aside the old self, 
which is being corrupted in accordance 
with the lusts of deceit,

 23 and that you be renewed in the spirit 
of your mind,

 24 and put on the new self, which in the 
likeness of God has been created in 
righteousness and holiness of the truth.


