
Revelation 

Revelation 7 

Revelation 7:1-8


1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the 
four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on 
any tree.  2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the 
seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it 
was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea 
or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads.”  4 
And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four 
thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 5 From the tribe of Judah, 
twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from the tribe 
of Gad twelve thousand, 6 from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of 
Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, 7 from the tribe 
of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of 
Issachar twelve thousand, 8 from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe 
of Joseph twelve thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed.


- Verse 4:


• So the big question is: who are the 144,000?  This is one of those huge arguments 
among believers.  So let’s dive in and see what we can understand:


- 1. “Still, I remain convinced the 144,000 sons of Israel represents Jewish 
believers who are included in the one people of God and the great multitude of 
Revelation 7:9.”—Akin.  Akin’s reasoning is as follows:   


• The Abrahamic covenant—Gen. 12:1-3


• The Davidic covenant—2 Sam. 7:12-16


• The New covenant—Jer. 31:31-37


• Jesus promise—Matt. 19:28


• The kingdom of Israel answer—Acts 1:6-8


• The prophecy and promise—Rom. 11:25-29


• New Jerusalem—Rev. 21:12-14
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- 2. “A few commentators interpret the 144,000 as a literal reference to the nation 

Israel.  But this interpretation seriously complicates the book of Revelation by 
bringing in racial distinctions that no longer exist in the NT purview.  It 
disregards the historical fact that ten of the twelve tribes disappeared in Assyria, 
and the remaining two lost their separate identity when Jerusalem fell in A.D. 70.  
The number is obviously symbolic…..It refers to that generation of faithful 
believers about to enter the final turbulent period that will mark the end of 
human history.18 That there are 144,000 (12,000 from each tribe of Israel) is a 
symbolic way of stressing that the church is the eschatological people of God 
who have taken up Israel’s inheritance. Their being sealed does not protect them 
from physical death but insures entrance into the heavenly kingdom.”—Mounce.  
Mounce argument comes from:


• The church is the new Israel coming from Jesus’ promise to the disciples 
sitting on the thrones judging—Matt. 19:28 and Luke 22:30.  


• Paul makes the claim that believers are the true Jews—Rom. 2:29.  


• Paul also calls the church “the Israel of God”—Gal. 6:16.  


• Peter calls believers “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation”—1 
Peter 2:9.  Mounce wrote, “phrases taken directly from the OT (Isa 43:20; 
Exod 19:6) and reapplied to the NT church.”


• “The detailed listing of the twelve tribes as well as the symbolism of the 
number emphasizes the idea of completeness.”—Mounce.  


- 3. “The number 144,000 is the multiple of the square of twelve (the number of 
Israel) and the cube of ten (the number of completion). It thus indicates the 
perfect total of Israel.”—Morris.  Morris give us many different interpretations 
about what the “perfect total of Israel” is: 


• “(Orr) take this to mean the literal, physical Israel (or the converted from 
Israel), so that a complete number of Israelites will be found among the 
redeemed.”—Morris.  


• The church is Israel:  


- The church is the 12 tribes—James 1:1, Matt:19:28, Luke 22:30, 1 Peter 1:1


- Believers are true Jews—Rom. 2:29


- The church is “the Israel of God’—Gal. 6:16
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- The description of Israel applied to the church—1 Peter 2:9, Eph 1:11&14


- The church are the people of God—Tit. 2:14


- The church is the true circumcision—Phil. 3:3


- Abraham is the father—Rom. 4:11, Gal. 3:7


- John calls those who claim to be Jew but are not the “synagogue of 
Satan”-Rev. 2:9&3:9


- New Jerusalem is the home of Christian—Rev. 21:2


• “There is thus good reason for seeing a reference reference here to the 
church as the true Israel. Here it is the church, sealed in view of the 
coming trials; later in the chapter it is the church triumphant and at 
peace.”—Morris.  


- 4. ““The full number of the martyrs (144,000) is completed in this interval 
between the very approach of judgment ( 6:17 ) and the scene at the opening of 
the seventh seal, when all heaven is silent so that God may listen to the prayers 
of the saints and at last avenge their blood ( 8:1, 3–5 )”.”—Osborne.  Osborne 
explains: 


• This 144,000 is the number of martyrs in the final period instead of the Jewish 
people or the church.  


• “The original readers in the seven churches were certainly meant to see this of 
themselves as well. In other words, the primary level of this narrative would 
indicate that the 144,000 are the “overcomers” of the tribulation period who 
remain true to Christ in the terrible persecution instigated by the beast.”—
Osborne.  


- There are going to be many martyrs—Rev. 6:9-11.  “At the level of the book 
as a whole, it is also a message to the seven churches (and to us) to remain 
faithful to Christ.”—Osborne.  


- 5. “the form of the text may suggest a census, usually used in the Hebrew Bible 
to assess military preparation (Num. 1:3, 18, 20; 26:2, 4; 1 Chron. 27:23); this 
also explains the specification of adult males in 14:4. It further makes sense of 
why a given number is listed from each tribe (cf. Num. 1:20–47); in a real war 
one might draft twelve equal contingents from different tribes or regions (Num. 
31:4–6; 1 Chron. 27:1–15).2 Battalions of one thousand were also fairly standard 
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units, suggesting “that each tribe supplies twelve battalions of a thousand men 
each.””—Keener.  Keener argues:


• This could be the end-time army who is ready for the spiritual battle that is 
going to come—Rev. 12:7-9.  


- If it is this army then it might be the army that returns with Christ—Rev. 
19:14.  


• The only other place that John “hears” a number is the world’s army—
Rev. 9:16.  


- “God’s earthly army may be overwhelmingly outnumbered by the 
world’s army (9:16; cf. 20:8; but cf. 5:11), but they will surely 
overcome.”—Keener.  This would be a Gideon kind of moment.  


• This does not answer the question of who the army consisted of.  


- “One view takes them literally as Jewish Christians from each of the twelve 
tribes, although not usually taking the people all as recruits for the 
messianic army.  This view is far more plausible than most of its opponents 
are willing to grant and has some factors in its favor, most notably the fact 
that if one speaks of the end-time Jewish remnant, it is difficult to think of a 
more explicit way to make this clear than to enumerate the tribes.”—Keener.  


- Other views that Keener addresses are believer—non-Jews.  Keener lines 
out other jobs that the non-Jew believers have:  Lamp-stands—1:20, 
kingdom and priest—1:6.  


Jehovah’s Witnesses and the 144,000

- First we must understand some basics about the Jehovah’s Witnesses.  


• They say and believe that they are Christians; but not only that they are Christians 
but the only true Christians.  


• They believe the Trinity is a pagan teaching and the Father, Son, and Spirit are 
actually 3 distinct gods not one God.  


• They believe Jesus was created (Arianism), and that He is Michael the archangel.  


• When Jesus went to the cross His body was not resurrected but it disappeared 
and He rose as a spirit creature.  
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• The Holy Spirit is not a person of the triune God but that He is “Johovah’s active 

force or energy.”  


- Because all of this they would call Jesus a demi-god (half god/partial/inferior) 
and His death only paid the price for Adam’s sin.  


- Our death pays the price for our sin.  “They believe if they remain faithful and 
obedient till the end of the Millennial Reign of Christ Jesus, they will earn the 
right to be declared righteous, and that’s why they have to keep on striving, with 
no assurance of salvation. Only today’s “remnant” of the 144,000 can say they 
are in the New Covenant and that Christ Jesus is their mediator.”—
Gotquestion.org.  


• Part of remaining faithful, being obedient, and seeking righteousness is being 
obedient to the leaders (The Watchtower Society and it’s Governing Body).  
Disagreeing with the Governing Body is disagreeing with God (Jehovah) 
because Jehovah used these people to communicate through.  “Only they 
saw “with spiritual eyes of discernment” that Christ Jesus started to rule from 
heaven in 1914, an invisible “second presence.” Also, they say Christ Jesus 
will never return to earth but will remain in heaven, there to rule with the 
144,000 over the earth.”—Gotquestions.org.  


If you better want to share the gospel with a Jehovah’s Witnesses here is a site to get 
you started:


https://www.gotquestions.org/witnessing-Jehovahs-Witnesses.html 


https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/in-the-beginning-was-the-word/excerpts/how-
to-talk-to-jehovahs-witnesses-about-jesus 


https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/when-jehovahs-witnesses-knock-at-your-door 


Here is a book that may help understand how they think about certain verses and how 
to speak to them about their beliefs in those verse:  
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