
Revelation 

Revelation 7 

Revelation 7:1-8


1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding 
back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on 
the sea or on any tree.  2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the 
sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the 
four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do 
not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants 
of our God on their foreheads.”  4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, 
one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 5 
From the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, 6 from the tribe of Asher twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh 
twelve thousand, 7 from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi 
twelve thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand, 8 from the tribe of 
Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from the tribe of 
Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed.


- Intro:


- “Let me just say this: when you come to these things, it’s important for us to remind 
ourselves that what John is doing in writing Revelation is not ministering to armchair 
theorists in the twenty-first century. He’s writing to the battlers in the first century, 
who are struggling to reconcile the fact of a risen Lord with the persecution and the 
frustration and the feebleness of their lives. Every day they live their lives, they are 
harried and pressed upon from every corner. They’re trying to say, “Well, if we serve 
a risen Christ, why is the world the way it is? If he is the triumphant Lord, if he is the 
ascended King, what in the world is this mess? Look at my children. Look at my 
grandchildren. What am I supposed to do?” That’s why he’s writing Revelation. He’s 
not writing it so that people in the twenty-first century can get PhDs by explaining 
some intricate and marvelous interpretation. And some of the interpretations are…
Alister Begg.


• So, as we laid out in the chapter 7 introduction and in the remembering of the 
timeline we see here a break in the seals being opened.  We have an interlude, if 
you will, from the narrative to talk about something that God deemed important for 
the author to break from the narrative to write.  These are usually moments that we 
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need to pay attention to and listen because we get some understanding from God 
that is important.  


- “The sixth seal has been opened, but before the seventh there is an interlude (a 
device which John sometimes adopts elsewhere).  Here we find that the 
servants of God are under his special care (he has ‘sealed’ them).—Morris.  “In 
the narrative development from the sixth seal (6:12:17) it is clear that the forces 
of destruction are gathered, and the final destruction of this evil world is 
imminent.  But god is not quite ready to finalize that ultimate annihilation.  First, 
his people must be ‘sealed’ in order to protect them rom that conflagration.”—
Osborne.  “It consists of two visions (v. 1-8 and 9-17), and it provides an answer 
to the ominous question that concludes chapter 6: Who can stand in the day fo 
the Lamb’s wrath?  The answer is, those who have ‘the seal of the living 
God’ (7:2).”—Akin.  


- “Revelation 7 has been the subject of much discussion and disagreement, 
especially verse 1-8.  Is the ‘144,000 sealed from every tribe of the Israelites’


• 1. 144,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses who will reign in heaven?


• 2. Selected Sabbatarians who honor and worship on the seventh day of the 
week?


• 3. The church as the ‘new Israel’ and thus the redeemed of all the ages 
symbolically represented?


• 4. Jewish believer who are saved and sealed for service during what John 
calls ‘the great tribulation (7:14) and ‘the great day of Their wrath (6:17)?”—
Akin.  


• “Specifically, commentators differ as to whether the 144,000 and the great 
multitude later in the chapter are the same or different groups, whether the 
former refers to literal or spiritual Israel, and whether either or both refer to the 
martyrs.”—Morris.  


- Verse 1-3:


• Some, depending on their view of the Biblical end-times, would argue that this 
passage, the sealing of the servants of God, would happen before the 4 horsemen 
of chapter 6 (Pre-trib/Post-trib).  They would argue that the sealing happened 
before the horsemen are released and that this is a look at what happened before 
the horsemen went to work.  While others would argue that this sealing of the 
servants of God would happen right where we see the text placed.  This sealing 
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happens at the end of the four horsemen and before the trumpets and the bowls 
(Mid-trib). 


• John saw 4 angels standing at the 4 corners of the earth.  This piece of this 
passage will be used by some to argue that the biblical understanding was a flat 
earth.  This is not true—Isa. 40:22, Job 26:7&10, Job 9:8, Prov. 8:27, Ps. 104:2, —
this is an implied 4 directions on a compass—Ps. 103:12, Luke 13:29, Ps. 107:3, 
Ps. 75:6, etc.  


- These angels are holding back the 4 winds of judgment on the earth.  “The 
angels overshadow the whole world.  None of it is beyond their control.”—
Morris.  They are keeping these harmful winds from hurting the earth and the 
sea.  “They (the winds) are agents of righteous judgment and destruction, and 
they are ready to act.”—Akin.  “This is an earthly disaster that God is about to 
unleash.  The primary emphasis is that these angels…stand and…hold back 
these four winds o destruction.  Both participles stress ongoing action, as the 
angels ‘stand’ firm and ‘restrain’ the winds from their destructive purpose until 
God’s appointed time.”—Osborne.  We cannot help but once again point out the 
sovereignty of God over the entire process no matter what your view of the end-
times.  


• These four winds will destroy vegetation, people, cities, and so much more.  
“Anyone depending on the sea for trade or traffic (namely, everyone living then 
in the Mediterranean region) would catch the terrible implication of the added 
‘or on the sea’ here.  These winds were prepared to destroy all seagoing 
commerce and travel, thereby destroying the Roman Empire, since it 
depended on the sea lanes for its whole way of life.”—Osborne.  


- Trees were especially vulnerable to wind in the area that John was writing 
to.  “In a semiarid land where vegetation withered easily, the sirocco—a hot 
wind from the southeast—came to play a part in the presentation of final 
destruction.”—Mounce.  Hosea tells us of a wind that will dry up the spring  
fo the Lord—Hosea 13:15, which helps us to see another devastating effect 
of great wind.  The fresh water sources will be very limited.  


• “The four wins may be another way of referring to the four horsemen of the 
first four seals.  Zechariah’s four horsemen are explicitly interpreted as ‘the 
four winds of heaven (Zech. 6:5, Isa. 66:15).”—Morris.  “The closest parallel to 
our text is probably Zech. 6:5, the same passage behind the four horsemen of 
Rev. 6:1-8.  The ‘four winds of heaven’ there take their place in front of each of 
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the chariot horses and lead them in the four directions of the compass.  For 
this reason several (e.g. Farrer, Caird, Morris, Beasley-Murray, Johnson, Beale) 
believe that the four winds are identical with the four horsemen, a very real 
possibility in like of the retrospective look of this scene.”—Osborne.    
Zechariah is speaking of the winds of heaven when John speak of the winds 
of earth.  As we look though the Bible we see that wind is a normal symbol of 
destruction—Jer. 4:11-12, 49:36, 51:1-2.  


• John sees another angels coming from the rising sun.  “A number of Biblical 
teachers have pointed out that some good things in Scripture come from or are in 
the east (Gen. 2:8; Ezek. 43:2-4; Matt. 2:1; Luke 1:78; Rev. 22:16).  This angel is 
not a messenger of destruction and death but one of grace and mercy.”—Akin.  


• The angels has the seal of the living God with Him.  This seal is what would have 
been used to mark ownership—2 Tim. 2:19.  Morris made the comment that is 
“important in an age when many could not read.”  This seal that marks God’s 
people and reveal that they are His.  God marks those that are His and preserved 
them from the coming judgments.  Rev. 14:1 tells us that the mark is the name of 
the Lamb and Father on them (22:4).  “This sealing—with Old Testament roots in 
Ezekiel 9:4—is a sign, a promise of divine possession and protection.”—Akin.  
Gordon Fee wrote, “The ‘seal’ in this case is the stamp of divine ownership and 
authenticity; thus it function as a divine commitment that God’s own people will 
not experienced the divine wrath when it is poured out….At the same time…this 
marking of the foreheads of God’s servants stands in deliberate contrast to the 
later marking on the forehead of followers of the ‘beast out of the earth’ in chapter 
13:16-17.”


- “One is a follower of (and owned by) God or of Satan. There is no middle 
ground, so in this book a “seeker” is still a follower of Satan, for to fail to come 
to Christ is tantamount to becoming a slave of Satan (cf. John 8:31–59, esp. 
v. 33 [the Jewish claim to be Abraham’s children] and v. 44 [Jesus’ claim that the 
devil was their father]). A brand or tattoo on the forehead of a slave was 
common in the ancient world as a sign of ownership, and there were also 
religious tattoos to show allegiance to a particular god.”—Osborne.  


• This seal was probably like a signet ring used by powerful people to make 
sure their documents were authentic to those that they were given to.  Some 
would base this sealing off of Ezek. 9:4-6.  “The sealing of God’s servants is 
based on Ezekiel 9, where God instructs a man with an inkhorn to place an X 
on the forehead of all those who are deeply troubled over the sins of 
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Jerusalem in order to protect them from the judgment coming upon the city.”
—Mounce.  


- What was the sealing?  


• “Most of the time, σϕράγις is used metaphorically, as in the “seal of the 
Holy Spirit” in Eph. 1:13–14; 4:30. In 2 Cor. 1:22 Paul says that God has 
“set his seal on us and given us the Holy Spirit as a deposit.” Here the 
Holy Spirit is a “sign that they belong to God in a special way and have 
been stamped with the character of their owner” (Lincoln 1990: 39).”—
Osborne. 


• “The seal should not be interpreted in a sacramental sense as referring to 
baptism.14 Its primary purpose is to insure protection for the believers in 
the coming judgments.”—Mounce. 


• “There is considerable debate as to the exact Christian experience 
alluded to in the “seal” metaphor. Many (Sweet, Prigent, Boring, Roloff, 
Lohse) think it is a reference to baptism, primarily because Paul calls 
baptism a “seal” (2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13–14). However, baptism is not 
specifically mentioned in these texts, and if anything it would refer to the 
Holy Spirit, not baptism, as the seal. However, Aune (1998a: 455, 457–59) 
doubts that either baptism or the Holy Spirit fits the context here. He is 
probably correct, for in the context it means simply that the saints belong 
to and are protected by God.”—Osborne.  


• The living God is a title used in the Old Testament and New Testament: Deut. 5:26, 
Josh. 3:10,  2 Kings 19:4&16, Ps. 42:2, Isa. 37:4, Hos. 1:10, Matt. 16:16, Rom. 
9:26, 1 Thess.1:9, 1 Tim. 3:15.  When this title is used, it is in a moment where God 
is about to intervene for His people.  “Only Yahweh is active and alive.  Only 
Yahweh intervenes in the affairs of his people.  God’s action for his people prove 
his power and demonstrate the nature of his person.”—Osborne.     


• The angel says to the other angels, “don’t harm the earth or the sea or the trees, 
until we have sealed the servants of our God.”  We don’t hear of a limit to those 
sealed by God but we know that everyone will be sealed before the angels are 
allowed to loose the winds to do their harm.  “It means ‘that every moment on the 
earth is made to serve the redeeming purpose of God for mankind.  The four winds 
from the four corners of the earth cannot blow and vent their rage as they like, but 
only as they are made to serve the Church of Jesus Christ.”—Morris.  “In this 
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sense John is distinctly pointing to the trumpets and the bowls, where the 
judgment on the ‘land and the sea’ is carved out.”—Osborne.    
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