
Exercise Accordingly
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Okay well, we are going to wrap up our study into 
spiritual gifts and the church this week.  
—But, last week we looked at how we speak to each 
other and that it should be in ways that others can 
understand us.  
——Believers and non-believers need to be able to 
understand us in our communication with them.  
———We talked about how the spiritual gifts were for 
the edification of the church and if they are edifying self 
they are being mis-used.  
————We also talked about how we should have a 
balance between spirituality and intellect.   

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are going to investigate spiritual gifts and how 
do we know what our spiritual gifts are. 
—We will look at categories of spiritual gifts and then 
sub-categories of spiritual gifts in order to help us 
understand our gifts better.  
——We will see how Jesus utilized all the gift categories 
and sub-categories for the glorification of God and for 
the building of the kingdom.   

Passage Begins 
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Romans 12:6–8 (NAS):  6 Since we have gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us, each of us 
is to exercise them accordingly:

We have to think right about our spiritual gifts.   
—As we have discussed over and over again in this 
study in spiritual gift, we all have gifts.  
——No one is left out and the list that we find in many of 
the verse that talk about spiritual gifts are not 
exhaustive.  
———I don’t think that the list were supposed to be 
exhaustive.  
————There are things that people do that do 
necessarily fall into one of the gifts described but I do 
believe that we can find ways to categorize actions in to 
gifts.  
—————If we say that only the gifts used in the the 
verse listing gifts are all there are I think that we become 
overly restrictive of the giftings and the way God uses 
His people.  

God has given these gifts to us by the grace He has give 
us.  
—Timothy Keller wrote, “God’s great is not only seen in 
him gifting us righteousness; it is also seen in him giving 
us abilities; and these are given not for our own self-
service, but to be used for the good of the body to which 
we belong.”  
——READ: Ephesians 4:7–12 (NAS):  7 But to each 
one of us grace was given according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift.  8 Therefore it says, “When He ascended on 
high, He led captive a host of captives, And He gave 
gifts to men.” 9 (Now this expression, “He ascended,” 
what does it mean except that He also had descended 
into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended 
is Himself also He who ascended far above all the 
heavens, so that He might fill all things.) 11 And He gave 
some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,12 for 
the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the 
building up of the body of Christ;
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Once again we see that our spiritual gifts are to be used.  
—As Paul writes exercise them accordingly.  
——When we do not use our gift we are wasting what 
God has give us to use for the building of the kingdom 
and for the building of church.  
———READ: Ephesians 5:15–17 (NAS):  15 Therefore 
be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as 
wise, 16 making the most of your time, because the 
days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is.
———READ: Colossians 3:23–24 (NAS): 23 Whatever 
you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than 
for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive 
the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom 
you serve.
———READ: Romans 12:10–13 (NAS):  10 Be 
devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference 
to one another in honor; 11 not lagging behind in 
diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing 
in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 13 
contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing 
hospitality.

 if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;
 7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his 
teaching;
 8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who 
gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; 
he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness

Paul now give us 7 gifts that he talks about but once 
again this is not an exhaustive list of gifts that God has 
give him to talk about.  
—Paul list prophecy, service, teaching, exhorting, giving, 
leading, and mercy.  
——Rather than go through these gifts and tell you what 
these specific gifts are we are going to approach this a 
little different.  
———We are going to look at categories of spiritual gifts 
and the categories that these gifts fit into.  
————Hopefully this will help you understand how 
God has gifted you better than walking through list of 
spiritual gifts in hopes that we touch on one that kind of 
sound like what you have.  
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In the list of gift from 1 Cor. 12:8-10, Eph.4:11, and our 
passage today Timothy Keller has pointed out 3 main 
categories of spiritual gifts.  
—1. Speaking gifts.  These are things like prophecy, 
teaching , exhorting, and knowledge.  
—2. Leading gifts.  These are things like government, 
administration, wisdom.  
—3. Serving gifts. These are things like giving, mercy, 
hospitality, miracles, tongues and their interpretation, 
healing.  
——Each one of the categories are important for the 
building of the church and the growth of the kingdom.  
———They can be used cross the categories and most 
of the time they are used cross categories.  

But, I was talking with Terry about the spiritual gifts study  
he recommended an author to me in help with 
understanding how to make spiritual gifts something we 
can tangibly understand and not some sort of mystic 
idea that we kind of understand.  
—How do we make it practical is what I wanted to know. 
——So, Jon Courson has shed some light on the idea of 
spiritual gifts and the categories, but more importantly 
how do we understand them practically.  
———So, to start of we need to understand that if we 
want see the practicality of spiritual gifts we need to go 
no further that to Jesus Christ.  
————See, Jesus has speaking gifts, leading gifts, 
and serving gifts.  
—————In fact Jesus had all the gifts.  This is what 
happens when you take almighty perfect God and have 
Him take on flesh and dwell among us.  
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Now all of Courson’s 7 sub-categories fit into Kellers 3 
main categories.  Our first sub-categories is: 
—1. Declaring the Truth.  
——Jesus declared the truth so often in His earthly 
ministry and He wanted people to follow.  
———Prophecy would be one that fits into the declaring 
the truth category.  
————READ: John 4:7 (NAS):  7 There *came a 
woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus *said to her, 
“Give Me a drink.”
—————Jesus meets this woman at the well in the 
middle of the day and begins to talk to her.  He tells her 
that He is the living water and that if she drinks from Him 
that she will never thirst again.  

She asks for that water so she will never have to draw 
again.  Then Jesus says: 
—READ: John 4:16–19 (NAS): 16 He *said to her, “Go, 
call your husband and come here.”  17 The woman 
answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus *said to 
her, “You have correctly said, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for 
you have had five husbands, and the one whom you 
now have is not your husband; this you have said truly.” 
19 The woman *said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are 
a prophet.
——In fact Jesus was and in a prophet.  He continued to 
prophecy to this woman.  
———In Jesus prophecy to the woman she responded 
with: READ: John 4:25–26 (NAS):  25 The woman *said 
to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called 
Christ); when that One comes, He will declare all things 
to us.”  26 Jesus *said to her, “I who speak to you am 
He.”
———Jesus in His earthly ministry declared the truth 
and pointed people to salvation in Him.  
————Courson wrote, “Maybe you have the ability to 
speak powerfully and pointedly as you proclaim truth 
and take people forward in their knowledge of Jesus.”  
—————If you do, you may have the gift of prophecy.  
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—2. Illustrating Truth. 
—This living a life marked by serving.  
——It is truly living out loving other, it is treating others 
like you would like to be treated.  
———Jesus lived this sub-set of giftings out as well.  
————As Jesus saw a huge crowd that gathered and 
they needed something to eat the disciples wanted the 
people to go find food for themselves but Jesus told the 
disciple not to send them away but to feed them.  
——————READ: Matthew 14:16–18 (NAS):  16 But 
Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away; you 
give them something to eat!”  17 They *said to Him, “We 
have here only five loaves and two fish.”  18 And He 
said, “Bring them here to Me.”
———————If you see people in need and want to 
help them or if you find ways to further ministry by ways 
of making other more comfortable, full, or the like; you 
probably have the gift of service.  

—3. Clarifying truth.  
——This would be teaching in some kind of way.  
———READ: Matthew 5:21–22 (NAS):  21 “You have 
heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit 
murder’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to 
the court.’  22 “But I say to you that everyone who is 
angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; 
and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ 
shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever 
says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery 
hell.
————Jesus is offering clarifying words for all those 
that are listening.  He is teaching them the true meaning 
of what God was saying to the that they did not 
understand.  
—————If you have an insight into the world of God 
that helps other know what God is saying to them in way 
they might have never thought before; you may have the 
gift of clarifying truth.  
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—4. Furthering truth. 
——This is the gift of giving.  
———Courson wrote, “The person with the gift of giving 
give with a bond on and hilarity.”  
————But Jesus did exactly this with when He gave 
His life for us.  
—————READ: Philippians 2:5–8 (NAS):  5 Have 
this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 
Jesus,
 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-
servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.
———————If you find ways to give of yourself and to 
give in abundance to the church you probably have the 
gift of farthing truth.  

—5. Administrating truth.  
——This is the gift of ruling and ruling in an organized 
efficient manner.  
———READ: Luke 9:14 (NAS):  14 (For there were 
about five thousand men.) And He said to His disciples, 
“Have them sit down to eat in groups of about fifty each.”
————There are dreamers in the church who dream 
big and have great ideas floating around their heads 
non-stop.   
—————But those dreamers need someone with this 
gift to bring them back to earth and help keep things 
organized and done carefully in the right time.  
——————These people make sure the church 
remains above reproach and maintain the churches 
integrity.  
———————If any of that sound familiar you probably 
have the gift of administrating truth.  
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—6. Radiating Truth.  
——This is the gift of mercy.  
———Once again Courson wrote, “You may be one who 
empathized with the poor in spirit and who feels drawn 
toward the lowly of heart.  If so, you have the much-
needed gift of mercy—a gift that radiates the reality of 
the love of Jesus.”  
————Jesus lavishes us with mercy every moment we 
take a breath, that is mercy from God.  
—————We deserve destruction for our sins and in 
the mercy of God, He doesn’t zap us straight to hell in 
our first sin.  
——————He has mercy on us so that we might find 
His grace for our sins.  

—7. Recalling truth.  
—This is coming along side someone to to be emphatic 
with them or encourage them.  
——This the exhorting other so that they may be 
encouraged.  
———Jesus did this for the disciple when they were on 
the sea when the storm was raging.  
————READ:  John 6:19–20 (NAS):  19 Then, when 
they had rowed about three or four miles, they *saw 
Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near to the boat; 
and they were frightened.  20 But He *said to them, “It is 
I; do not be afraid.”
—————If you are someone that encourages, comes 
along side someone when they are struggling and offers 
support, or you are emphatic to other situations; then 
you may have the gift of recalling truth.  
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So now that we have finishes our categories and sub-
categories you will see we covered all of the gifts 
mentioned in the passage that we were in today.  
—I am not sure if we need to clarify any further what this 
should mean for us today.  
——But we should be people who utilize our gifts that 
God has give us and we should 
———So if your gift is a speaking gift—declaring, 
clarifying, or recalling truth; 
———Or if your gift is a leading gift—administrating 
truth; 
————Or if your gift is a serving gift—illustrating, 
farthing, or radiating the truth; 
— use it for the glorification of God and the building of 
the church. 

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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