
Revelation 

Revelation 7 

Revelation 7:13-17


13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These who are clothed in the white 
robes, who are they, and where have they come from?”  14 I said to him, “My lord, you 
know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, 
and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  15 
“For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and 
night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over 
them.  16 “They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down 
on them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their 
shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every 
tear from their eyes.” 


- Verse 15:


• These that have come out of the great tribulation are before the throne and they 
serve God day and night; worshiping, praising, and serving in the temple.  What 
we will understand later is that God and the Lamb are the temple—Rev. 21:22 and 
so the service of these who are before the throne of God are serving the triune 
God and praising Him day and night—Ps. 11:4, Hab. 2:20.  These that have come 
out of the great tribulation get to do this for all eternity.  


• Their service is not like the Levitical priests in the rituals but this is service in terms 
of spiritual worship.  Luke 2:37 tells us of Anna and the same word used in Rev. 
7:15 is used here for serving.  They will have direct access to almighty God day 
and night.  We find that Paul talks of this labor in 2 Thess. 3:8 and we also see this 
idea of day and night in the punishment of Satan in Rev. 20:10.  Aune wrote, “that 
worship in the Jerusalem temple normally ceased from the evening sacrifice to the 
morning sacrifice, during which time the temple gates were closed. But in the 
heavenly temple worship will be continuous.”


- “Any thought of heaven being a boring and dull place is banished forever by the 
beautiful simplicity of this verse. For all of eternity it will be our delightful and 
joyful privilege to serve in the worship of Him who saved us by washing us clean 
by His blood.”—Akin.  
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• Similar things have been said about the saints in the New Testament in Eph. 

2:4-7 and Eph. 1:15-22.  “The primary emphasis is on the whole life as 
sacrificial worship surrendered to God, as in Rom. 12:1 (“offer your bodies as 
living sacrifices . . . this is your spiritual act of worship”) or Phil. 3:3 (“it is we 
who are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God”). In Revelation 
this idea would be linked with the privilege of 1:6, that Christ “has indeed 
made us royalty, priests to his God and Father.” This theme of the priesthood 
of believers (see also 5:10; 20:6) is central in this verse as well, but here we 
see the culmination of the priestly activity of believers now in the worship of 
God in eternity.”—Osborne.  


• “He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them.”  God will these 
at home in His dwelling place.  We have seen God make dwelling places for 
humanity and Himself to live together throughout receptive history.  Gen. 2:15 (the 
garden of Eden), Exod. 26-30 (the tabernacle in the wilderness), Exod. 13:21-22 
(the pillar of fire and the cloud), 1 Kg. 6:17, 2 Kg. 11:10, etc. (the temple), John 
1:14 (in human form), and 1 Cor. 3:16 (in believers).  


- But this passage here and others, Rev. 21:3, helps believers in Christ know that 
we will leave this dwelling with perfect God in imperfect place will be over and 
we will get to dwell with Him in perfection once again.  “God is with them, right 
there in their midst. Never again will they feel forsaken; never again will they be 
tortured and tormented. They will enjoy the supreme presence and protection of 
the Lord God Himself forever and ever.”—Akin.  


• “The idea of God “tabernacling” over his people brings up all the imagery of the 
Shekinah in the OT.”—Obsorne.  


- What is Shekinah? What is Shekinah glory?   “The word shekinah does not 
appear in the Bible, but the concept clearly does. The Jewish rabbis coined this 
extra-biblical expression, a form of a Hebrew word that literally means “he 
caused to dwell,” signifying that it was a divine visitation of the presence or 
dwelling of the Lord God on this earth. The Shekinah was first evident when the 
Israelites set out from Succoth in their escape from Egypt. There the Lord 
appeared in a cloudy pillar in the day and a fiery pillar by night: “After leaving 
Succoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. By day the LORD 
went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night 
in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. 
Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in 
front of the people” (Exodus 13:20–22) (This is a Shekinah glory and a Shekinah 
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moment here; it is both, “the glory of Yahweh and God dwelling among His 
people)……In the New Testament, Jesus Christ is the dwelling place of God’s 
glory. Colossians 2:9 tells us that “in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 
bodily form,” causing Jesus to exclaim to Philip, “Anyone who has seen me has 
seen the Father” (John 14:9). In Christ, we see the visible manifestation of God 
Himself in the second person of the Trinity. Although His glory was also veiled, 
Jesus is nonetheless the presence of God on earth. Just as the divine Presence 
dwelled in a relatively plain tent called the “tabernacle” before the Temple in 
Jerusalem was built, so did the Presence dwell in the relatively plain man who 
was Jesus. “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 
appearance that we should desire him” (Isaiah 53:2). But when we get to 
heaven, we will see both the Son and the Father in all their glory, and the 
Shekinah will no longer be veiled (1 John 3:2)."--gotquesiton.org.  


• “Both the Hebrew ( ׁשָכַן , šākan ) and Greek terms ( σκηνόω ) derive from the 
basic term meaning “tent” and thus mean to “dwell.””—Osborne.  God 
dwelling with His people became the idea of “Shekinah.”—Exod. 29:45, Lev. 
26:11-12, Deut. 12:5, Deut. 12:11, Zech. 2:10, and Zech. 8:3. 


• God revealed His “dwelling glory” several times throughout the Old Testament
—1 Kg. 8:10-13, 2 Chron. 7:1-3, Exod. 33:9-11&20-22, Exod. 14:24-25, etc.  


• “In Jesus the Shekinah became incarnate. The primary concept of Shekinah is 
twofold: the Shekinah glory of God (Rom. 9:23; 2 Cor. 3:17–18; 1 Pet. 4:13–
14), and the idea of God dwelling among his people (2 Cor. 12:9)……The 
primary concept is that of God “dwelling” with his people, as in 21:3, where 
verb and noun occur together: “Now the dwelling of God is with his people, 
and he will live with them.”—Osborne.  


Therefore the meaning here in 7:15 is that in eternity the saints will literally experience 
the Shekinah presence of God……we are told God “spreads his tent” ἐπ’ αὐτούς , and 
the idea of God’s Shekinah being placed “over” his people signifies protection and 
comfort. They will never again fear any harm or misfortune (7:16).”—Osborne.  This is 
very similar to Ezek. 37:26-28.
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