
Revelation 

Revelation 5 

Revelation 5:1-10


1 I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the 
back, sealed up with seven seals.  2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a 
loud voice, !Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?”  3 And no 
one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to 
look into it.  4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to 
open the book or to look into it; 5 and one of the elders said to me, !Stop 
weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 
overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.”  6 And I saw between the 
throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, 
having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out 
into all the earth.  7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who 
sat on the throne.  8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, 
saying !Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and 
purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation.  10 !You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will 
reign upon the earth.”


- Verses 2-5: 


• As we looked at last week, we see John looking and see this angel who is strong 
asking questions to everything.  The angel acts as a royal herald proclaiming 
something from the king.  We see the question of who is worthy?  This word 
appears in verses 2, 4, 9, and 12.  This tells us that Father God is not going to 
open the scroll, so the search is sent out of who is worthy.   


• John’s response is understandable.  Why?  Because we see a survey of heaven, 
earth, and under the earth looking for someone or something that is worthy to 
open the scroll.  No one is found that can open the scroll or book.  


- What is the implication in that the fact that no one is able to open the scroll?  
Daniel Akin wrote this, “Not Abraham or Moses.  Not Jeremiah, Ezekiel, or 
Daniel.  Not James, Peter, or Paul.  Not an angel or even an archangel.  A 

1



Revelation 
universal search is made.  No one is worthy.”  Osborne wrote, “When we think of 
the power of God’s mighty angels, the deeds of the heroes of the Old 
Testament, and the spiritual accomplishments of the kings, prophets, and 
apostles of Scripture, this is an incredible statement.” 


• The implication is that the secrets of the world belong to God and not man.  
We can try as we may, to know the secrets of God, but we will not know them 
because we are not worthy.  God is the only one who is worthy—Rev. 4:11, 
Ps. 96:4, 2 Sam. 22:4, Rom. 2:5-8, Jer. 10:7, and Ps. 145:3. 


- “Unless the seals are broken and the scroll of destiny unrolled, God’s plan 
for the universe will be frustrated.  This is why John weeps....He wept at the 
prospect of an indefinite postponement of God’s final and decisive action.  
The universe itself was morally incapable of effecting its own destiny.”—
Mounce.  


• Often times when a messenger of God comes and speaks, it is through an angel. It 
was one of the elders who came and told John to stop weeping.  The elder told 
John that the Lion is worthy.  Osborne wrote, “There is no need for sorrow in light 
of the power of God soon to be demonstrated.”  This Lion is from the tribe of 
Judah—Gen. 49:9-10.    We see that the Messiah would come from Judah and He 
would be the King—Ezek. 19:2-6. 


- Lion is the most mentioned animal in the Old Testament (150 times).  The title is 
often used for God as a warrior—Job 10:16, Isa. 31:4, Jer. 50:44, Hos. 5:14, 
Amos 3:8.  


• Also, the Lion that the elder points out is “The Root of David” which is also point to 
the Messiah—Isa. 11:1,10, Jer. 23:5.  This points to the fact that the Messiah 
would be a descendant of David—2 Sam. 7:12-16.  Being described as “the Root” 
means He is as Akin wrote, “the source and genesis of all the blessing bestowed 
on God’s people.”  


- We see that because the Lion, the Root has overcome/conquer/triumph/prevail; 
He is worthy to open the scroll.  This Lion is Christ and His decisive victory over 
death and Satan happened on the cross—Rev. 22:16.  It was His act of self-
sacrifice that He conquered with—Death—Rev. 1:8, Heb. 2:14-18, 2 Tim. 1:10, 
and 1 Cor. 15:55-56.  Satan—Rom. 16:20, Col. 2;13-15, Rev. 12:9, and Matt. 
28:18.  


• This is one of the the heavenly ways of thinking in opposition to the earthly 
way of thinking.  Victory came from what seemed like defeat.  But that is not 
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the case at all; evil is defeated through a sacrifice—1 Cor. 15:54–57.  Jesus 
did not conquer through military might but through sacrificial death—Rev. 
5:6,9,12.  Osborne wrote, “When Satan placed Christ on the cross, it was his 
greatest tactical error, for he took part in his own defeat....As the royal 
Messiah, Jesus wages a messianic war against evil, and the major weapon 
that defeats the enemies of God is the cross.”  


- The result of Him conquering makes Him alone worthy.  He is the only one 
that can open the scroll to reveal and carry out the final plan and defeat all 
the forces against Him.   


- Verse 6:


• John is told that the Lion would come take the scroll but when John looks he sees 
a Lamb.  After being described as the Lion and all the ideas that go with a Lion we 
are met with the Lamb.  Mounce wrote, “In one brilliant stroke John portrays the 
center all theme of New Testament revelation—victory through sacrifice.  “The Lion 
is the Lamb:  the ultimate power of God (“Lion”) is manifest on the Cross 
(“Lamb”).”  John the Baptist declares the Lamb—John 1:29.  


- Osborne wrote, “Jesus conquers not by physical prowess (like a Lion) but by 
enduring hostility and dying (like a paschal lamb).”  We see the Lamb in the 
midst of the 4 creatures and in the midst of the elders.  We can be safe to 
assume that the Lamb was beside the throne and all the angels and elders were 
around Him and God.    


- This word Lamb is a special form of the word (ἀρνίον arnion) and it is only used 1 
other time outside of the book of Revelation (John 21:15) and 29 times in the 
book of Revelation.  Its meaning is: A title for Christ; “the statements of 
Revelation concerning Christ as ἀρνίον depict Him as Redeemer and Ruler, and 
in so doing bring out all the most important elements in His title as Deliverer.  
The Lamb bears the mark of His slaughtering (5:6, 9, 12, 13:8); His blood flowed 
in atonement for sin (5:9, 7:14, 12,11).  But the Lamb overcame death and is 
omnipotent and omniscient.”—The Theological Dictionary of the New 
Testament.  


• The theme of the Lamb is one that is often used in biblical narrative: Gen. 
22:8, Exod. 12:5, Isa. 53:7, John 1:29.  In all of these examples the fulfillment 
comes in the warrior Lamb.  
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- We also have many instances where the sacrificial lamb is referred to as 

well:  Exod. 11-12–The Passover lamb, Exod. 29/Num. 28-29–The 
ceremony lamb, Isa. 53:7–the Suffering Servant, John 1:29&35/Acts 8:32/1 
Cor. 5:7/1 Peter 1:19–Jesus.  Osborne wrote, “This is the reason the Lamb 
is described as slaughtered.”   


• John used the term slain or slaughtered and this points us to the permanence of 
the scars of His sacrifice.  This really helps us focus on His death.  But seeing 
Jesus standing, moving, and being worthy really speaks to His resurrection.  When 
Jesus left the grave that day He was raised from the grave as Akin wrote, “Jesus 
of Nazareth began to stand in resurrection life at a point and time in history, He 
stands today, and He will stand forever.”  


• The Lamb is described as having seven horns, which we must remember is 
apocalyptic literature that may or may not be interpreted symbolically.  Seven 
represents perfection and the horns point to power and strength.  So what is being 
said of Jesus as John sees him?  “He has perfect strength; He is all-powerful; He 
is omnipotent.”—Akin.  Mounce wrote, “The seven horns of the Lamb symbolize 
his irresistible might.”  


• The eyes once again may be symbolic, and point us to the idea that Jesus has a 
perfect knowledge.  Jesus is all knowing and omniscient.  We see the 
completeness of the vision of God in Jesus.   


• The seven Spirits of God we have looked at before in Rev. 1:4.  Here is what we 
talked about as a recap:  


• This is debated over, who exactly the “seven spirits” are.  


- Some believe they are archangels, others just more regular angels, and the 
majority of scholars believe that this is reference to the Holy Spirit.  


• When the phrase is used elsewhere in the book it speaks of divine 
omnipresence—Rev. 5:6


• Also in view of passages like Isa. 11:2 and Zech. 4:1-6&10 where a similar 
phrase is used in more of a Spirit of God manner.  


• “The Holy Spirit of God, John tells us, is in front of God’s throne.  The 
Spirit who energizes and equips the churches for service is the Spirit who 
proceeds from the very throne of God.  We are indeed made sufficient for 
every assignment, every challenge, for the God who lives in us (1 Cor. 
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6:19) is the God who is before the throne!  The One who is in heaven is 
the One who also is in us!”—Akin 


- Lastly, seven, as we looked at above, can mean perfection so the fact 
that the Holy Spirit is called, “the seven spirits that are before his 
throne,” could be pointing to His perfect work. 


• We see that the seven Spirit here represent the completeness and fullness of the 
Spirit.  Once again focusing on the omnipresence of God.  The Spirit has a mission 
to carry out on earth and He is doing it—Rev. 4:5.   


• Akin wrote, “This description is nothing less than a full affirmation of the Lamb’s 
deity, for only God is all-powerful, all knowing, and everywhere present.”  
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