
Revelation 11  

Revelation 11:1-14 

1 Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, “Get up and measure the 

temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it.  2 “Leave out the court which is outside the 

temple and do not measure it, for it has been given to the nations; and they will tread underfoot the holy 

city for forty-two months.  3 “And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 

twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.”  4 These are the two olive trees and the two  

lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.  5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire flows out 

of their mouth and devours their enemies; so, if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this 

way.  6 These have the power to shut up the sky, so that rain will not fall during the days of their 

prophesying; and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with 

every plague, as often as they desire.  7 When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes 

up out of the abyss will make war with them and overcome them and kill them.  8 And their dead bodies 

will lie in the street of the great city which mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was 

crucified.  9 Those from the peoples and tribes and tongues and nations will look at their dead bodies for 

three and a half days and will not permit their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb.  10 And those who dwell 

on the earth will rejoice over them and celebrate; and they will send gifts to one another, because these 

two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.  11 But after the three and a half days, the breath 

of life from God came into them, and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were 

watching them.  12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” Then they 

went up into heaven in the cloud, and their enemies watched them.  13 And in that hour, there was a 

great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and 

the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The second woe is past; behold, the third 

woe is coming quickly. 

 

• So, we been in Revelation since, January of 2020. With that, we have learned quite a lot and been 

able to dive bit deeper using what we have learned to grasp this idea of who Jesus is, and this 

revelation that he has given us. But now we are starting to get into some seriously crazy stuff, and 

quite mind blowing, to be honest.  

• So, before we begin, I want to attempt an exercise, not one I learned in seminary, so relax. But I 

want us to split into two groups and I want you guys to give it this idea a whirl. 

o I want you to explain verse 5-6. We will go about 10 minutes and zoom land will be a 

group and the group at church will be a group. I know, it seems odd, but this is Community 

Group, not Southern Baptist Wednesday Night Dinner and a sermon. So, we are going to 

try something.  

• Here is the task.  



o 5 minutes to give each other an explanation of what you think this passage might mean 

but let’s give this a twist. You must attempt to debunk the opposing side once they have 

completed their description. The two groups that are in the church, you will need to move 

away from the mic, so that zoom-land can discuss their ideas without interruption.  

o Zoom you have the literal view, and you must answer why the “literal view is the way” 

o In-house you have symbolism view, same for you, why “symbolism is the way.” 

o Each group can only use scripture to prove their point. Each group has to pick a speaker, 

and you must let the other side finish people speaking. We are family but I will throw 

shoes and mute you.  

• And go. 

• The purpose is this, I could stay up and we can go through this, but I was thinking that this may 

be a fun little activity that we don’t do much of. We are a bible study group and I felt that it may 

be kind of fun to do this little activity.  

 

(This activity will take about 15 minutes) 

 

Verse 5 (Using last weeks to keep the thought moving) 

• “They are untouchable until their work is done. The Baptist missionary to China, Lottie Moon, 

said, “I have a firm conviction that I am immortal ’til my work is done” (Akin, 10 Who Changed 

the World, 64). She was right, and that is a truth every servant of God can claim.”—Akin.  

 

• “Those who try succeeding only in bringing destruction upon themselves. The fire is to be taken 

figuratively. The witnesses are not concerned with the physical destruction of their enemies. 

They are concerned with a message (which has a 3 Revelation fiery aspect, Je. 5:14).”—Morris. 

Fire breathing prophets would probably not be strange in the end times after all that has been 

see already. 

 

 

•  “It is interesting that concern for the protection of the two witnesses (v. 5) comes before a 

description of their activity (v. 6). The order lends emphasis to the fact that God will most 

certainly keep his people safe from physical harm until their witness has been completed. They 

will be protected by supernatural powers for the period of their prophetic activity. The fire that 

comes from their mouths to destroy the enemy recalls Elijah’s encounters with the emissaries of 

King Ahaziah (2 Kgs 1).”—Mounce.  

 

• “Until their prophetic witness is completed (note the similarity with the “hour” of Jesus’ destiny 

in John 7:30; 8:20), God would not allow anyone to harm them.….This probably parallels the 

“sharp, double-edged sword” that “proceeded” (same term as here) from the “mouth” of Jesus 

in 1:16 (see discussion there) and spoke of Jesus’ proclamation of judgment (for the “mouth” as 



an apocalyptic symbol of judgment, see 2:12, 16; 9:17–19; 12:15–16; 16:13; 19:15, 21). Here too 

the “fire coming out of the mouth” most likely refers to their proclamation of judgment on the 

earth-dwellers.” —Osborne. 

 

 

Verse 6 

• Let’s look at some common ideas as to why we see this concept of the Witnesses have these gifts.  

o Osborne had an interesting view on verse 6. 

▪ “The next judgements in 11:6 are plagues that parallel the plagues of the 

trumpets and bowls, following the threefold patter of the heavens, the waters, 

and the earth in the first four of each.” 

• What do you all think? Do they parallel the plagues of the bowls? The 

trumpets? 

• What about the heavens, waters, and earth? 

 

o Morris Stated: “During the time they are prophesying the witnesses have a privileged 

position. They can prevent rain. Their powers are connected with water again when it is 

said that they can turn waters into blood. Their third power is to stroke the earth with 

every kind of plague. There are other references to unusual power given to the servants 

of God, a power limited only by their lack of faith.” 

 

o Mounce said: “The witnesses also have the power to shup up the sky so that it will not 

rain during the time of their prophecy. The background is the drought of Elijah’s day (1KGS 

17:1), which, according to Luke 4:25 and James 5:17 lasted three and a half years. They 

can also turn water into blood (Ex.7:20) and smite the earth with whatever kind of plague 

they wish (Ex. 8:12).” 

• Mounce and Morris both believe the purpose of this specific portrayal is: “the truth that God’s 

servants in the new dispensation have just as great resources as did Moses and Elijah in the old. 

 

• Any thoughts on the commentators? 

 

 

Now that we have broken it down as a group, read some commentators. Let’s try another viewpoint.  

• We are going to look at this correlation between the two Witnesses, and them being “Elijah and 

Moses” (I use quotation marks because I am not stating they are Moses and Elijah) individually as 

acts.   

o No Rain 

▪ 1 Kings 17:1  

o Plagues 

▪ Exodus 7:14 -12:29 



• Both were at the transfiguration  

o Matthew 17:1-8 

• We know that each one can represent The Law and Prophets.   

o Both gave the Law and both prophesied.  

o Both were thought to be raised up by God 

▪ Deut. 18:15, 18 

▪ Malachi 4 

• In this, it makes sense that many scholars would see these two Witnesses being either Elijah and 

Moses or their spirits. But either the case, what we do see is that God is moving in them, and they 

are. 

 

• What about their actions in verse 6? 

• So, we start off with “no rain” 

▪ Sounds a lot like California right now.  

o 1 Kings 17-18 is the general passage for this idea. 

• Reign of King Ahab 

o Let’s look at 1 Kings 16:33 right quick.  

o So, we know that this dude was a not-so-great King.  

▪ How does the drought during the reign of King Ahab 

correlate to that of Rev. 11:6?  

o During the time, well to start the world is in utter chaos and the 

people are not turning from their ways!  

▪ Rev. 9:20-21 

• Let us look at the next two, Blood and Plagues 

o Water into Blood  

▪ Moses’ thing 

• Exodus 7:20-21 

• Many will say that in Roman time, the idea of water being the source of 

life. This is true but it is the same thought for all mankind. So, when water 

is now turned into blood, there goes the great life source. Which 

ironically, Humans need blood to live but cannot drink blood to live.  

▪ And Plagues 

• The plagues against Egypt. 

o Showing that God is far greater than that of the Egyptian gods 

and pharaoh, himself.  

▪ Now why do you think God chose these signs? Why these powers? Why water 

into blood or any of the plagues? 

 

• I want to say Keener brings a great correlation to the Two Witnesses.  

o “Like the original Apostles, the church confirms its message about Jesus with signs, and 

by suffering. They die at the Antichrist’s hand, but in their very martyrdom they overcome 



him. Cutting edge witness always demands the threat of suffering, and Christian witness 

and suffering together must precede the end.” 

• How can we understand this? Thoughts? 

Next viewpoint is as a Witness or as the Church. 

• As the church, what can we take away from these two verses? 

o As the church, what can we learn from verse 5-6?  

• Well so far, we have learned a lot about the actions of the witnesses. But most importantly, “If 

anyone wants to harm them.” That is said twice, so it is perfectly clear that there are going to be 

attempts in trying to hurt the witnesses. The Witnesses will be persecuted or suffer, as we see in 

the latter verses. But we also see the Witnesses rise again.  

• I was listening to few different sermons this week from Piper, specifically, one was Job, and the 

other was in Romans (regarding the Civil Authority of man). What is pointed out in these two 

sermons is this, Christians do not win against man with arguments but with our suffering and 

witness. Christians do not win against God with arguing, we don’t win at all, but we give Glory to 

God in our suffering and in our witness. Which then correlates to our witness.  

o Job 1:20-22 

▪ Job lost his children 

o Job 2:10-13 

▪ Job lost his health and rebuked his wife and worshipped God. 

o Job 5 

▪ Job song/poem stating that God is Just.  

• We see this same thing at the cross.  

o Luke 23: 39-43. 

▪ The Criminals and Jesus. 

▪ Jesus’ witness and his suffering reached the one criminal.  

• If you study the Martyrs, you see the pattern.  

 

• Our suffering is a huge part of our witness. They are mutually conclusive. This thought will be the 

reoccurring theme for Revelation 11. This is why I believe the Witnesses have no name, but what 

they do have is the authority and power of God. They only have it because God ordained and gave 

it to them. Suffering is not just for a single group, our suffering is not always the same, and we 

have many ways that we suffer, but it is how we handle our suffering. That is our witness.  

o 2 Corinthians 4: 8-10 

▪ Not all will suffer the same way. Many will suffer in different lights. It is not “who 

is suffering more” but who is relying on God. We may not be suffering today, but 

we must be focused on God and preparing our hearts to consistently rely on God, 

for when the time comes, we know where our heart lies.  

▪ Think of what you are doing now as preparing for battle. You are learning the 

ways of the enemy and studying the ways to defeat the enemy. You are being 



debriefed and trained to fight. You are learning your weapon and you are pushing 

you mind, body, soul, and strength. 

• These next set of verses show us that we are going to suffer, but that we must count it all joy, and 

give glory to God.  

o 1 Peter 3:14 

o 1 Peter 4:1; 12-19 

o 1 Peter 5:10 

o Romans 8:18 

o Romans 5:3-5 

o James 1:2-4 

o John 16:33 

o 2 Timothy 3:12 

Now, my last thought.  

• Why this passage? Why is this in Revelation? 

• Well in the Last few Sundays we have seen this idea and concept of who Jesus is, and what Jesus 

is capable of.  

o The Everlasting God 

o All things are created through and by Him and will outlive creation. 

o The Royal High Priest 

o More powerful than all the Angels 

o Sits at the right hand of God.  

o Healer of Sin and Natural Causes 

o Am I missing any? 

• So, let me ask you another question, knowing that Revelation is about the revealing of Jesus 

Christ, vs. 1:1, how does this verse play into the Who? Why? What? How? Of Jesus and the two 

witnesses? 

o Here is an idea.  

▪ Luke 4:14-37 

o They will move mountains and perform miracles but yet everyone will hate them. The 

Beast will make war with them. They will challenge the rulers of the world. 

o They will be dead for three and half days. Many will rejoice in their death 

o They are resurrected, and God calls them home. And at that point, a great earthquake 

will occur, and thousands will perish. But some will give glory to God.  

• The ministry of Jesus is being parallel by the witnesses. Not to a “T” but this idea is that The Jews 

rejected Jesus while he was here in peace. But this time, he is warning them that he no longer 

comes in Peace. 

o I asked Pastor this idea earlier this week, and was given this in response: 

▪ Elijah and Moses were ‘types’ of messiah while Jesus was and is the Messiah. 

▪ Elijah called down fire, and Moses was the instrument from which the plagues 

were ushered in.  



▪ They both freed people from various bonds of slavery 

• Physical slavery 

• Spiritual Blindness 

▪ But Jesus came and freed people from their true bondage: sin, death, and Satan. 

• The Witnesses are showing the Justice of Jesus, that is too come. 

Thoughts? 

 


