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Revelation

- Okay, I don’t know about you but with all the different perspectives, point of views, and 
interpretations of Revelation; sometimes it is hard to keep track of the timeline.  I get lost and 
as I was studying for Rev. 7 I found myself lost in the different perspectives and the timeline.  
So, tonight we are going to remember the timeline, the different views on the tribulation and 
some key terms.  

• So, we will start with questions because this is how I like to study:  


- 1.  How do the seals, trumpets, and bowls work?  

• Are they at the same time? 

• Do they overlap?  

• What is the time period of these judgments?  


- The 7 seals happen in Rev. 6:1-17, 8:1-5 (there is an “interlude” in Chp. 7)  

- The trumpets happen in Rev. 8:6-9:21, and 11:15-19 (again a break in the judgment to 

inform us of some other things that happen in Rev. 10-11:14)  

- The bowls happen in Rev. 16:1-21

The seals, trumpets, and bowls are a series of end-times judgments from God.  They will 
get worse and more devastating as the end times progress.  

• The seals, trumpets, and bowls are not happening at the same time but they are 

connected to each other.  

- The 7th seal introduces the seven different trumpets (8:1-5).  

• The 7th trumpet introduces the seven bowls (11:15-19, 15:1-8).  


• The seven seals 

- Introduction of the seals (6:1-2)

- Great warfare (6:3-4)

- Famine (6:5-6)

- Plague (6:7-8)

- The martyrs of Christ (6:9—11)

- Devastating earthquakes and astronomical upheaval (6:12-14)

- Silence in heaven and trumpets were given (8:1-2)


• The seven trumpets 

- Hail and fire that destroys much of the plant life in the world (8:7)

- Death of much of the world’s aquatic life (8:8-11)

- Darkening of the Sun and moon (8:12)

- A plague of “demonic locusts” that torture the unsaved (9:1-11)

- The march of the “four angels” army that kills 1/3 of humanity (9:12-21)

- The call of the seven angels (11:15-19)


• The seven bowls (intro into the bowls (15:1-8)

- Painful sores afflicting humanity (16:2)

- The death of every living thing in the sea (16:3)

- The turning of the rivers to blood (16:4-7)

- An intensification of the sores from the first bowl (16:10-11)

- The advance of the antichrist’s armies at Armageddon (16:12-14)

- A devastating earthquake followed by giant hailstones (16:15-21)
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- So the seals, trumpets, and bowls comprise “The Great Day of (God’s) wrath.”—Rev. 

6:17.  God is just in His judgment—Rev. 16:5-7.  


- 2. What is the tribulation and how does all of this relate to the tribulation?  

• The tribulation is a seven year period (maybe literal/maybe figurative based on your 

end-time view) when God finishes His discipline and judgment of the world.  


- 3.  Where does the sealing of the saints come in this tribulation?  

• Revelation 7 tells us that the bond-servant of our God will be sealed on their 

foreheads and they will not be harmed by the judgment of God—Rev. 7:1-3.  

- Well, it really depends on your tribulation view of when this sealing occurs.  

• In a pre-trib view: The church will be removed from the path by the Rapture—1 

Thess. 4:13, 1 Cor. 15:51-53.  The church is saved from the wrath to come—1 
Thess. 5:9.  

- The sealing of the 

bond-servants of 
God would be 
before the first seal 
is opened because 
the believer would 
be gone.  The 
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other interpretation of this is that the seal will be after the believers are called 
up to God and those that believe after that would be sealed.  


• Mid-trib view:  The believers are taken after the seals are broken but before the 
trumpet and the bowls.  They are protected from the wrath of God during the 
seals being opened.  

- In this view 

believers are called 
out of the world 
before “The Great 
Tribulation” 
(Mentioned in chart 
above).  


• Post-trib view: The 
seal on the Bond-servants of God would keep them from the trumpets and 
bowls but not from the persecutions of the non-believers while the trumpets and 
the bowls are 
happening.  The Bond-
servants of God would 
not be called out of the 
tribulation  but have to 
endure through it until 
the second coming of 
Christ.  
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