
Revelation 

Revelation 9:8-10 

Revelation 9:5-12


5 And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five months; and their 
torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man. 6 And in those days 
men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and death flees from them. 
7 The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their heads 
appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. 8 They 
had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions. 9 They 
had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was like 
the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle. 10 They have tails like 
scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men for five months. 
11 They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is 
Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon. 12 The first woe is past; behold, 
two woes are still coming after these things. 


- Verse 8:


• Here we are continuing to look at the appearance of these demon locust.  When a 
person is looking into a scripture there are several keys that one should pick up 
on.  There are things like repetition, narrative breaks for commentary on the 
narrative by the writer, and great detail like what we have here.  So, the question is: 
Why the great detail here about the demon locust?  What is God trying to reveal to 
us through this detail in the narrative?   


- There are several reasons that God could have us see this great detail.  This 
description reveals the terror and horror of what is coming.  It heightens the 
horror that is coming and shows us a world that is beyond our vision but is a 
reality.  This detail reveals the demonic want to be like the height of God’s 
creation (humanity) in attempts to try to replace it.  The detail reveals to us that if 
God does not keep them at bay, these demon’s would torcher humanity (the 
image bearers of God) to the point that humanity would seek death.     


• These demon locust have, “hair like the hair of women.”  This is a strange detail 
and some commentators says John is describing the antennae of the locust.  
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What is more probable was once again stressing the human likes of these 
creatures.  


- Osborne made the observation that the long hair was like those of the Parthian 
warriors and he wrote, “in light of Roman paranoia over the fearsome Parthians 
(who had defeated the Romans twice and were still a great threat) but ultimately 
cannot move beyond the realm of possibility. It is probably best to see this as a 
simple reference to women’s hair and as further evidence of the humanlike 
(imitation?) characteristics of the demonic locusts.”


• “Their teeth were like the teeth of lions.”  This points to the fierceness of these 
demons.  What this reveals to us is that they are more dangerous than just painful 
stings.  They have the ability to tear apart and devour.  The potential to do more is 
there but God only allows them to do so much.    


- Joel 1:6 once again points out the fangs like lions.  Osborne wrote, “Here all are 
agreed, for both lions and locusts are known for their fierce appetites.”  We must 
remember that Satan is compared to a lion as well—1 Peter 5:8, 2 Tim. 4:17.  
Osborne wrote, “The locust tears vegetation in just such a way, but here they are 
attacking human beings.”


- Verse 9:


• “They had breastplates like breastplates of iron.”  This lets us know that these 
locust are basically invulnerable.  They have super natural power and have strong 
protection.  Akin wrote, “there was no possible way of striking back in a vulnerable 
spot. The scaly exterior of the locust resembled a coat of mail.”


- Osborne wrote, “This is a double reference to the actual description of locusts 
(whose “thorax” [this is a transliteration of the Greek term here] resembled 
armor) and to the tendency of some armies (especially the Parthians) to protect 
their warhorses with just such a piece of armor (called a προστερνίδιον , 
prosternidion). As with humans, such an iron breastplate protected both the 
sides and back of the warhorse and rendered it unassailable in the midst of 
battle.”


- It would take a super natural power to defeat them.  That is exactly what will 
defeat them in the end—Rev. 12:9, 20:10.  


• “The sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing 
to battle.”  The sound of their attack would strike fear to all who heard it.  The 
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opponents who attempt to face them would be fearful by the sound of their 
approach.  


- Osborne wrote, “The terrifying “sound of their wings” certainly describes an 
actual locust swarm, as many eyewitness testimonies have shown…..This adds 
to the likeness of the locusts to warhorses (9:7) the even more terrifying imagery 
of war chariots and alludes to Joel 2:5, “a noise like that of chariots.” There was 
no more devastating weapon of war in the ancient world. 


- Verse 10:


• “They have tails like scorpions, and stings.”  John again points to the scorpion like 
tails and these tails inflict great pain and suffering. 


• “In their tails is their power to hurt men for five months.”  As I was reading 
Mounce, he said something that shocked me, he wrote, “As the scorpion holds its 
prey with its claws and kills with a venomous tail, so the apocalyptic locusts 
possess an agonizing sting.30 They do not kill but torment. Their purpose is to 
bring people to repentance (vv. 20–21).”  Is this the purpose of the demon locust?


• If you forgot we looked at the 5 month period already in verse 5 but Osborne 
reminds us, “As stated earlier, this limited time period has two purposes: from the 
demons’ standpoint, they have always sought to torture and then kill (9:15) all who 
are made in the image of God, even their own followers; and from God’s 
standpoint, this is a short period during which the people of earth are given a 
chance to realize the fruit of following Satan, then repent and “glorify God” (11:13; 
14:7).”
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