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Revelation 9:7


5 And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five months; and their 
torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man.  6 And in those days 
men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and death flees from them.  
7 The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their 
heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of 
men.  8 They had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of 
lions.  9 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings 
was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle.  10 They have tails like 
scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men for five months.  11 
They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, 
and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon.  12 The first woe is past; behold, two woes 
are still coming after these things. 


- Verse 7:


• “Up to this point we have learned of the origin and mission of the demonic locusts. 
Now John describes them.”—Mounce.  Akin wrote, “These verses provide a 
detailed description of these demons who have been confined, perhaps since 
Satan’s fall.”   The description of these locust is once again similar to the passage 
in Joel 2:4-10.  “This is certainly one of the more bizarre descriptions of the book, 
and one dare not take the details too far. It seems that John is combining the 
locust, the scorpion, and the warriors of an invading army (the Romans were 
particularly paranoid about the dangers of invasion).”—Osborne.    


• “While they inflict harm with their tails ( 9:5,10), they instill terror with their 
appearance.”—Osborne.  The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle.  Does 
this mean that the locusts are the size of horses?  


- Mounce wrote, “John would have us understand that the locusts are of 
considerable size. Otherwise the description of hair, face, teeth, and the like 
would tend toward the comic.”


- Mounce also gave this perspective as well, “Most commentators note the 
similarity between the head of the locust and that of the horse. An Arabian 
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proverb is often quoted to the effect that the locust has a head like a horse, a 
breast like a lion, feet like a camel, body like a serpent, and antennae like the 
hair of a maiden.”  


- Akin wrote, “Further, they are considerable in size and terrifying in appearance. 
“Gold crowns” point to authority and power. Faces “like men’s faces” speaks of 
intelligence. They are cunning and cruel, wise and wicked. There is a method to 
their madness.”


- Morris wrote, “comparison: the shape of the locust’s head is not unlike that of 
the horse (as has often been pointed out), and the compact ranks of the locusts 
seem rather like cavalry lines. The comparison might be held to indicate that 
these locusts were of abnormal size but there is nothing else to indicate this in 
the entire description. As in Joel it is the appearance, not the size, that is in 
mind.”


- Osborne wrote, “These go far beyond a locust or a scorpion in the sense that 
they seem to be supernaturally large and incredibly fearsome. 


• The interesting detail of them being prepared for would help us realize their 
readiness to leap into action inflicting punishment and pain.  They are described as 
warhorses ready for battle.  Osborne wrote, “Warhorses in the ancient world were 
incredibly fearsome animals. Most of the horses mentioned in the Bible were 
warhorses, as in the description in Job 39:19–25.”


- Roman warhorses were trained in ways of battle.  They would seek out the 
largest of horses and train them to bite in battle.  They would sharpen their 
hooves so that when they kicked they did even more damage.  


• Once again it does not say they were wearing golden crowns but that they were 
had on their heads there was the appearance of a gold crown.  


- “Many different interpretations have been given for the gold crowns: the yellow 
hair of Germanic invaders, the bronze helmets burnished with gold of the Roman 
soldiers, the yellow tips of the antlers of a locust (or the yellowish green of its 
breast), or simply a symbol of victory.  John is using the “gold crown” as a 
metaphor common in the Roman world for a victorious conqueror.”—Osborne.  


• Josephus mentions that the high priest had a gold crown and wore it as a 
symbol of his authority.  We also saw in Rev. 4:4 the twenty four elders wear 
golden crowns.  We will see “one like a son of man” wears a golden crown in 
Rev. 14:14.  
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- “John describes these beings as having “crowns like gold,” and the added 
ὅμοιοι , which with the dative always means “resembling,” means these are 
not true “gold crowns” like those elsewhere in the book.”—Osborne.  


• Their faces were like the faces of humans.  “When John looked directly into the 
face of the advancing horde, he did not see the rather torpid expression of the 
animal world but the highly intelligent cunning and cruelty of demonic beings.”—
Mounce.      


• Mounce wrote, “Human and bestial qualities are combined in a figure both 
unnatural and diabolical.”  Osborne wrote, “this image shows the desire of all 
demonic beings to usurp God’s creation for themselves and become the apex of 
creation, the place that humankind holds.”
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