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Revelation 9:5-6


5 And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five months; and 
their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man.  6 And in 
those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and death 
flees from them.  7 The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; 
and on their heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces 
of men.  8 They had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of 
lions.  9 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings 
was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle.  10 They have tails like 
scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men for five months.  11 
They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, 
and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon.  12 The first woe is past; behold, two woes 
are still coming after these things


- Verses 5-6:


• God did not allow this demonic swarm to kill anyone.  “The demons can exercise 
only the power that is given them. On this occasion they have power to torment, 
but not to kill.”—Morris.  Death would be relief from the judgment that is brought 
on by these demon locust.  The sting was so painful, annoying, and constant that 
people wanted to die.  In the plague in Exodus the locust effected the peoples 
food source and livelihood.  Here in Revelation, the plague is physical and 
emotional pain.  


- These demons take delight in torturing humanity.  It brings them great joy to be 
able to openly torture them as much as they want.  These demon locust would 
like to kill humans but God has put a limit on them, for at least a time.   


• Once again they are only allowed to torment those that are unsaved.  Osborne 
wrote, “the torment of the unsaved as judgment for their rejection of God and 
mistreatment of his people.”


• So why a five month period?  


- This was typically the life cycle of locust.  


1



Revelation
- It is the same time frame as the dry season which includes spring through late 

summer.  This would be when the locust would usually come to destroy.  


• What we do know is that there is a limit to the time of torment.  This is a time 
where people can turn to God and leave their wickedness behind.  This is an 
opportunity for repentance.    


• The sting that they inflict is like that of a scorpion.  This is a painful sting and could 
be described in the greek as, “severe pain associated with torture and torment.”  
So this is not a bee sting but a severe pain that will cause those who have to 
endure it to suffer greatly.  What we must remember is that they are not going to 
be stung one time and that is it.  No, they will be stung multiple times over five 
months.  


- This pain and suffering is no where near what will be experienced in the eternal 
torment of the lake of fire but it is an announcement of things to come—Rev. 
20:10.


• This torment becomes so great that people will seek death; they will desire death.  
This is not the desire for a Ferrari F40, this is like the desire to breathe when you 
stay under the water for too long.  This is a desperate kind of desire to die. This is 
a big contrast from Paul and believers desire to be with Christ—Phil. 1:23-26. 
Mounce wrote, “For one, death leads to eternal blessing; for the other, it is an 
“escape” from torment on earth to torture in the lake of fire!” 


- This most likely means that even if they attempt to commit suicide they can not 
do it.  This plea for death is much like Rev. 6:15-16.  “The Stoics viewed suicide 
as not just honorable but exemplary since by it the individual was taking control 
over fate. Among the Roman nobility suicide became preferable to political 
disgrace. The OT contains five suicides: Abimelech (Judg. 9:54) and Saul (1 
Sam. 31:4) after being mortally wounded; Saul’s armor-bearer after Saul died (1 
Sam. 31:5); Ahithophel after being rejected by Absalom (2 Sam. 17:23); and 
Zimri after a coup failed (1 Kings 16:18). Job contemplated suicide (7:15; 
possibly 13:15) but decided against it.”—Osborne.  In many cultures suicide was 
more honorable than surrender or disgrace.  


• Here in our passage it is the enemy who is seeking death but God will not 
allow them to die.  They have to wait until the God of the universe will allow 
them to die.  Which we will see during the next demonic wave.  


- Osborne wrote, “There is a certain irony in that they have killed the martyrs 
of 6:9–11, but God will not let them die.…Because of the heinous nature of 
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the crimes committed against God and his people, those who have 
martyred the saints will be paid in kind and more. They have tortured and 
killed, so they will now be tortured and killed by the same malignant forces 
that have goaded them into committing their awful deeds. John has again 
painted a graphic portrayal of the judgment. They want to die, but death 
ϕεύγει (pheugei, flees) from them.”


- Akin wrote, “While death will be the lot of Christian martyrs at the hands of 
evil men (6:9), these evil people will seek death. They will look for the same 
fate they inflict on others, but they will not find it. They will long for death, 
but it will run from them, and they will be unable to catch it. For thousands 
of years men have run from the grim reaper only to find him too swift to 
evade. Now men chase him but find they are too slow of foot. What irony! 
What tragedy!”


- John MacArthur wrote, “So intense will be the torment inflicted on 
unbelievers that in those days (the five months of v. 5) men will seek death 
and will not find it; they will long to die, and death flees from them.  All hope 
is gone; there will be no tomorrow. The earth people have loved and 
worshiped will have been utterly devastated, the land ravaged by 
earthquakes, fires, and volcanoes, the sea filled with the putrefying bodies 
of billions of dead creatures, much of the fresh water supply turned into 
bitter poison, the atmosphere polluted with gases and showers of heavenly 
debris. Then, worst of all, will come foul smoke from the pit of hell as the 
demons are released to spiritually and physically torment wicked people. 
The dream of a worldwide utopia under the leadership of Antichrist (the 
beast of 13:1ff.) will have died. Driven mad by the filth and vileness of the 
demon infestation, people will seek relief in death––only to find that death 
has taken a holiday. There will be no escape from the agony inflicted by the 
demons, no escape from divine judgment. All attempts at suicide, whether 
by gunshot, poison, drowning or leaping from buildings will fail.”
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