
Revelation 

Revelation 9:2-4 

Revelation 9:2-4


9:1 Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the 
earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him. 2 He opened the 
bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great 
furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit. 3 Then 
out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, as the 
scorpions of the earth have power. 4 They were told not to hurt the grass of the 
earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of 
God on their foreheads. 5 And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for 
five months; and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man. 
6 And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and 
death flees from them.


- Verse 2-3:


• When the bottomless pit was opened up smoke darkened the skies.  “While there 
is no specific indication in Revelation that the Abyss is a place of torment, the 
rising smoke would normally be thought of as coming from fires below.”—Mounce.  


- We quickly covered the Abyss but here is another over view so we remember.  
“Of the nine NT references to the Abyss, seven are found in Revelation. It is 
inhabited by the “scorpion centaurs” of chapter 9, their demonic prince (9:11), 
and the beast of the Abyss (11:7; 17:8). It is also the place of Satan’s 
imprisonment during the thousand-year period following the return of Christ 
(20:1–3). Luke 8:31 reflects the fear of the evil spirits lest they be sent to this 
terrible place.  In Rom 10:7 it appears to be the place of the dead, although in 
the NT this is usually designated as Hades (Acts 2:27).”—Mounce.  


• The smoke is reminiscent of Exod. 19:18 but God was leading His people in 
Exodus as opposed to judging the people here in Revelation.  Joel 2:1-11 tell 
of an army that comes on the day of the Lord.  Verse 10 tells us that darkens 
falls.  Osborne quotes Dillard when he says, ““Joel’s version of the day of the 
Lord reverses Israel’s hopes. Instead of myriads of thousands of the winged 
hosts of the heavenly army coming to the protection, aid, and vindication of 
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the nation, Joel describes a cloud of winged creatures coming rather in 
devastating judgment.”


• The abyss opens up and out of it poor demons.  John labels them locust.  Locust 
were the eighty plague in Egypt—Exod. 10:3-20.  “Throughout the OT the locust is 
a symbol of destruction (Deut 28:42; 1 Kgs 8:37; Ps 78:46). Bred in the desert, 
they invade cultivated areas in search of food.”—Mounce.  


• They were given this scorpion like power to cause the earth dwellers pain.  
Obsorne speaks of the 1915 account of locust in Palestine like this, ““Swarms of 
locusts flew overhead for five days, darkening the sky and leaving droppings 
everywhere.”  The devastation to the land was so severe that it crippled the nation.  


- “locusts was often used to depict military judgments sent by God (Jer. 46:23; 
51:14; Nah. 3:15–17).  The great locust plague of Joel 1:2–2:11 is a harbinger of 
“the great and dreadful day of Yahweh” (2:31), and all the locust imagery is 
consummated in this scene here.”—Osborne.


• “The scorpion was well known in Palestine. A lobsterlike vermin some four or 
five inches long, it had a claw on the end of the tail that secreted a poison 
when it struck…..To the locusts is given a scorpionlike power to torment those 
who dwell upon the earth.”—Mounce. 


- Verse 4:


• Now we can answer the question we have all been waiting to answer: why are the 
demon locust told not to harm the grass if the grass was destroyed in chapter 8?   


- When we look at this passage I think it becomes easy to look at the text and say 
there is a problem here.  What we need to do is to look at the text and know it is 
the  word of God that is true.  So we need to formulate our understandings from 
the word.  What is the task given to these demons locust?  They were to harm 
the people who don’t have the seal of God on them.  


• So when John sees these locust like creatures, when we hear locust, and 
when the readers read locust they would have thought deviation for the land.  
“The locusts of John’s vision have a different mission. Their destructive power 
is not directed against the grass, the green herbs, or the leaves of trees, but 
against wicked people. Of all those upon the earth during this perilous time 
only the Christians will escape the demonic assault, for they alone have “the 
seal of God on their foreheads” (cf. 7:1–8).”—Mounce.  
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- So the focus of the statement, “they were told not to harm the grass,” was 

for us as readers.  The locust were not going to do what they normally do.  
They were going to do something different.  Why?  Well, they were not 
ordinary locusts but demons of some type and because God instructed 
them to.  


• Who else does something different from their normal because God?  We 
do.  We are sinful broken creation with a sin tendency.  We are dead in 
our trespasses but God causes us to be different and do something 
different—Eph. 2:1-10.    


• The locust demons were instructed to harm/torment those without the seal of God 
on them spiritually, physically, and any way they could except kill them as verse 5 
tells us.  


• Interestingly enough God gives the swarm authority to harm and to torcher.  
Osborne goes on a tangent in his commentary but I liked it; he said, “Even the 
demonic forces can do nothing, unless God allows it! Many have the mistaken 
opinion that Satan has autonomy from God and can do whatever he wishes. That 
could not be further from the truth. Satan is powerless and has already lost at the 
cross (see 5:6). Everything he and his followers do in this book can only be done 
after God gives permission. Even more than that, all the actions of the evil forces 
are part of the divine will, thus part of the divine plan. God is using the locusts to 
achieve his larger purpose, judgment on the earth-dwellers.  As in God’s control of 
the four horsemen of 6:1–8, however, God does not have to command the 
demonic locusts to do anything; he simply allows their evil to express itself.”


- God is using these locust demons to bring judgment.  The Old Testament uses 
scorpions as a metaphor for terrible punishment—1 Kings 12:11&14.  Jesus 
speaks of scorpions as a symbol of demonic forces—Luke 10:19.


• They were not to harm those with the seal of the Lord on them.  This means 
that, “Only those who have rejected his call to repentance (9:20–21) are 
subject to judgment, both because the judgments are divine retaliation for 
their evil deeds and because they constitute the final call and opportunity to 
turn from the world of sin.”—Osborne.  In Exodus we see that the Israelites 
are kept from the plagues and here we see that the people of God are kept 
from the judgments.  Why?  
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- It reveals to Egypt and to the earth dwellers that God’s mercy is for those 

that are His.  It reveals that those that rebel against God will enter into the 
judgment of God.  
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