
Revelation

Revelation 9:15-17 

Revelation 9:13-21


13 Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden 
altar which is before God, 14 one saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, 
“Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.”  15 And the four 
angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were 
released, so that they would kill a third of mankind.  16 The number of the armies 
of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them.  17 And 
this is how I saw in the vision the horses and those who sat on them: the riders 
had breastplates the color of fire and of hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads 
of the horses are like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths proceed fire and 
smoke and brimstone. 18 A third of mankind was killed by these three plagues, by the 
fire and the smoke and the brimstone which proceeded out of their mouths.  19 For the 
power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents 
and have heads, and with them they do harm.  20 The rest of mankind, who were not 
killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship 
demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, 
which can neither see nor hear nor walk; 21 and they did not repent of their murders 
nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts.


- Verses 15-16:


• These angels who had been bound are now released had been prepared for this 
precise time.  The divinely chosen moment is at hand for a third of those without 
the seal of God on them to be killed.  As we have mentioned last week when 
combined with the number from Rev. 6:8 we know that half the earth’s population 
will be dead.  The seal and trumpet judgments have ravished humanity.  This is not 
a complete blotting out of humanity but a warning that everyone who is still living 
should have paid attention to.  


- “The assault is directed against those who elsewhere are called “the inhabitants 
of the earth,” a standard designation of people in their hostility to God.”—
Mounce.  
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Revelation
• They were prepared or “made ready” for the hour.  Divine preparation is 

something we see throughout the Bible.  Osborne wrote about two divinely 
prepared destination, “in the NT for the two divinely “prepared” eternal 
habitations in Matt. 25:34 (the kingdom “prepared”) and Matt. 25:41 (the 
eternal fire “prepared”) as well as for God’s salvation (Luke 2:30–31), 
eschatological blessings (1 Cor. 2:9), and final reward (Mark 10:40). Hence it is 
a major term for God’s predestined will.”   


• The angels are let loose but their role is not exactly clear.  It can be assumed that 
they play some role in the killing.  “At the exact moment decreed by God the 
angels of destruction destruction and their demonic horde will be released upon 
the human race. All the forces of history are under the sovereign control of God. 
He is the Almighty One (1:8; 4:8; 11:7; 19:15; etc.).”—Mounce.  


- Osborne believed that the four angels turn into the 200 million cavalry.  


- 200 million warriors is the number that John heard.  He had to be told because 
such a large number was too numerous to count.  This is also described as two 
myriads of myriads or 10,000 times 10,000, then doubled.  “They spread out as 
far as the eye can see. Who could escape the onslaught of such a gigantic 
force! The specter of a huge hostile cavalry had always been a source of terror 
for the Jewish people.”—Mounce.  


•   Who are these that are in this army?  Are they demons or humans or both?  


- Some say that these are those of the kings of the east spoken of in Rev. 
16:12 in which they see them as a human army.  “Time Magazine noted 
more than 50 years ago that China claimed an army of 200 million (May 21, 
1965).”—Akin.  


- “We hear of a mighty army of horsemen but it appears that it is the horses 
who actually slay people (v.18). The natural interpretation is that the angels 
are the leaders. They direct the great host in order to bring about the 
intended result.


• “1965). It is certainly possible, even reasonable, to believe demons will 
work through human instrumentality in this day. Still the primary 
description before us is that of a massive number of demons. God directs 
this mind-boggling demonic activity. They can only do what He permits.”
—Akin. 
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Revelation
- “The Roman army in the first century was composed of twenty-five 

legions or about 125,000 soldiers, and they had an auxiliary army of 
comparable size.  This was a thousand times that number, and that fact 
would not go unnoticed by the first-century reader.”—Osborne.  


• “Like chariots, cavalry were greatly feared instruments of war in the 
ancient world. The Parthians were particularly famed for their 
prowess as cavalry (see on 6:2), and the readers in the Roman 
province of Asia would undoubtedly think of them. Thus this 
unbelievably huge and terrifying demonic cavalry [10] would be an 
unstoppable force. Only God could keep the number of the dead to 
only a third of humankind.”—Osborne.  


• “This culminates the whole movement of the trumpets. The first four affected the 
natural order, and with the third trumpet judgment, Wormwood, we learned that 
“many people died” (8:11). The fifth trumpet caused the earth-dwellers to writhe in 
the agony of torture for five months, and many sought death (9:6). All this 
culminates here, as a third of the world’s population perishes, more than the 
accumulated deaths of all the wars of the twentieth century put together (in 
today’s numbers, over two billion dead)! The effect of the seals was the death of a 
quarter of the population; now this intensifies to a third.  As before, the purpose 
even of such mass destruction is redemptive. This is a warning to “the rest of 
humankind not killed by these plagues” that they must get right with God or else. 
While not stated here, it is obvious in the larger context that only those who have 
rejected God are the subject of this second “woe plague” (“earth-dwellers” in 8:13 
and those without “the seal of God” in 9:4). The saints as before are protected 
from this judgment (3:10; 7:1–8; 9:4).  


- Verse 17:


• “Only here in the book of Revelation does John specifically indicate that his 
revelations are being mediated to him in a vision.  The expression (“in my vision”) 
is not a “superfluous addition” but an indication that his descriptions are apt to be 
highly symbolic in nature.”—Mounce. 


• “There are close parallels between the descriptions of the demonic locust swarm 
( 9:7–10 ) and of the demonic cavalry ( 9:17–19 ). In both there is the central figure 
of the warhorse and the grotesque supernatural appearance of the beings. Both 
are clearly demonic and bent on torment and destruction, with the infliction of 
suffering coming from their tails.”—Osborne.   
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Revelation
• The difficulty once again is trying to understand the details of this description.  


- John saw many riders with breastplates on their chests.  The breastplates were 
fiery red, dark blue, and sulfur yellow.  


• “The breastplates were fiery red, dark blue (‘jacinth’, cf. 21:20, which ‘appears 
to denote a dusky blue colour as of sulphurous smoke’, MM; some think it the 
colour of a reddish orange gem, but in view of the fact that ‘fiery’ points to red 
it is more likely that blue is meant) and yellow. It is not clear whether all the 
breastplates were tri-coloured or whether some were red, others blue and 
others yellow.”—Morris.  


• “The strange order, in which “their riders” seems to be placed last for 
emphasis, could mean that the breastplates were on the riders rather than the 
horses (so Swete, Johnson, Sweet), though others have seen the breastplates 
on the horses because they are the primary focus in 9:17–19….These 
breastplates are πυρίνους καὶ ὑακινθίνους καὶ θειώδεις ( pyrinous kai 
hyakinthinous kai theiōdeis , of fire and hyacinth and brimstone), which may 
be genitives of material detailing the actual materials they are made of (some 
made of fire, some of hyacinth, some of brimstone) but more likely are 
descriptive genitives, telling the colors of the breastplates. Πυρίνους would be 
fiery red in color, ὑακινθίνους a “dusky blue color as of sulphurous smoke”, 
and θειώδεις a sulphurlike yellow. It is impossible to know whether all the 
breastplates had these three colors intertwined, or whether some were red, 
some blue, and some yellow. We do know that these colors correspond to the 
“fire, smoke, and sulfur” of 9:17b–18 and describe the terrifying nature of this 
demonic cavalry. Their whole purpose was fire and destruction.”—Osborne.   


- The narrative moves to the horses’ heads which is important because in verse 
19 we find out that this is were the power of horses is.  This also helps us to 
understand the “ferocity, cruelty, and destructive strength and power.”—Akin.  


• “The destructive forces of fire, smoke, and brimstone proceed from the 
mouths of these demons, and by these three plagues, one-third of mankind is 
killed.”—Akin. 


• “The ferocity and destructiveness of the horses is brought out in the likening 
of their heads to the heads of lions. Their fearsome nature nature is further 
seen in the fact that from their mouths issued fire, smoke and sulphur.”—
Morris. 
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• “It should be noted that the riders play no active part in carrying out the 

plague. This is accomplished by the horses. Their description in the following 
verses is grotesque, to say the least.19 Perhaps the most terrifying aspect of 
the horses is their lions’ heads (cf. the lions’ teeth of the locusts in the 
preceding vision, 9:8), which symbolizes cruelty and destruction. From their 
mouths proceed fire, smoke, and sulfur. This feature argues their demonic 
origin. It does not symbolize the tanks, cannons, and battleships of modern 
warfare.”—Mounce.  


- “John’s source is probably Leviathan, the sea monster of Job 41 
(“Firebrands stream from his mouth.… Smoke pours from his nostrils,” vv. 
19–20). The cavalry as a whole recall Habakkuk’s description of the 
Chaldeans, who were to invade Judah with horses swifter than leopards 
and fiercer than wolves (Hab 1:8).”—Mounce. 


• “While the teeth of the locusts were “like lions’ teeth,” it is the “heads” of the 
horses that “resembled the heads of lions.” The reason is probably that in 
9:19 their “power” is in their “mouths” as well as their “tails,” and it is the 
mouth of the lion that allows it to tear apart its prey. The majestic and terrible 
visage of a lion is a natural image for this incredible army, since it was the 
most vicious beast known to the ancient people of the Mediterranean.  The 
“head” here seems to combine the other metaphoric uses in this central 
section: their teeth (9:8), their roar (10:3), and their mouth (13:2). All of these 
produce terror, and that seems to be the emphasis here.”—Osborne.   


- Out of the mouths of these horses with lion heads comes fire, smoke, and 
sulfur.  “These correspond to the three colors earlier in the verse and show 
that these monsters are truly from the pits of hell. This could also be an 
echo of Job 41:19–20, where fire and smoke “shoot out” from the mouth 
and nostrils of Leviathan, the monster of the deep (the abyss). Sodom and 
Gomorrah were destroyed by “burning sulfur” that was “rained down” by 
God, and the result was “dense smoke . . . like smoke from a furnace” (Gen. 
19:28). Fire, burning sulfur, and smoke became a sign of divine judgment 
(Ps. 11:6; Isa. 30:33; Ezek. 38:22), as did Sodom and Gomorrah (Luke 
17:29; Jude 7). In the rest of Revelation “burning sulfur” always refers to the 
eternal fires of judgment (14:10), especially the “fiery lake of burning sulfur” 
(19:20; 20:10; 21:8), and “smoke” also signifies the judgment of God (14:11; 
18:9, 18; 19:3).”—Osborne. 
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Revelation
• Judgment is sent from God and the demonic hordes have become the 

divine instrument.  “there is great irony in the demonic forces breathing 
out the same “fire, smoke, and sulfur” that will become their own eternal 
torment (19:20; 20:10).”—Osborne.  
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