
Revelation 

Revelation 9:13-14 

Revelation 9:13-21


13 Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the 
golden altar which is before God, 14 one saying to the sixth angel who had the 
trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.”  
15 And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and 
year, were released, so that they would kill a third of mankind.  16 The number of the 
armies of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them.  17 And 
this is how I saw in the vision the horses and those who sat on them: the riders had 
breastplates the color of fire and of hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads of the 
horses are like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths proceed fire and smoke and 
brimstone. 18 A third of mankind was killed by these three plagues, by the fire and the 
smoke and the brimstone which proceeded out of their mouths.  19 For the power of 
the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents and have 
heads, and with them they do harm.  20 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by 
these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship 
demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, 
which can neither see nor hear nor walk; 21 and they did not repent of their murders 
nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts.


- What is Coming:


• “Now demonic cavalry, two hundred million strong, come charging across the 
scene of history. From their lionlike heads come fire, smoke, and sulfur, and with 
their tails they inflict lethal damage. A third of the unbelieving world falls before 
their murderous assault. Those who remain do not repent of their idolatry and 
immoral lifestyle but continue their idolatrous worship of gods made by their own 
hands…One would think that the terrors of God’s wrath would bring rebels to their 
knees. Not so. Past the point of no return, they respond to greater punishment 
with increased increased rebellion. Such is sinful nature untouched and unmoved 
by the mercies of God.”—Mounce.  


• “Those set loose by the sounding of the sixth trumpet are in the form of angels 
and are much more deadly. Whereas the locusts tortured, the angels and their 
hosts killed. As before, a third indicates a large number, but not a majority. It is a 
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warning, a call to repentance, but John sadly records that they did not repent. The 
vision is to be interpreted along the lines of the preceding vision, but everything is 
greatly intensified. Instead of locusts there is a huge army of horsemen on strange 
steeds. And instead of torment there is death. In this vision there is some 
emphasis on the refusal to repent. God sends his judgments upon the wicked, but 
his aim is not to hurt. There is a purpose of love behind the judgments. They are to 
make plain the seriousness and the ill desert of sin, they are to lead people to 
repent, to turn to God and be saved. But when they do nothing of the sort they 
should not think that they have triumphed over God. He is in supreme command. 
They may resist his will, but it is to their own hurt.”—Morris.  


- “John was not writing to or for the pagan world. He was writing for the Christian 
church. Believers must live in this world, not an imaginary world of their own 
choosing. John is making plain to a little group of persecuted believers that they 
must not expect to live in a world that understood them and welcomed their 
witness. No matter how severe the judgments of God, the world continues with 
its idolatries and its manifold sins. Believers must not delude themselves. This 
world that John depicts, where sinful people resist God to the limit no matter 
how much they hurt themselves in the process, is the world believers must live 
in.”—Morris.  


- Verses 13-14:


• J. Boyd Nicholson: “The gospel is not a tranquilizer for worried weaklings to help 
them sleep at night. It is not a mass of dead dogmas, deep frozen in some ancient 
cathedral to be carried as a burden through life and thawed out five minutes before 
death. The gospel is not a list of religious rules and regulations to be strung around 
the soul like a lucky charm in case of accidents. No, the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is a message—and what a message! It is a living message from the living 
God for living people, just like us, for people with sins just like us, for people with 
sorrows and heartaches just like us. It is the only message on the face of the earth 
with concrete promises and absolute assurances of an eternal inheritance that will 
withstand the impact of death and the collapse of the universe.”


- When we think of the gospel, the good news, in light of the seven trumpets of 
revelation it really seems like good news when it seems as hell is unleashed on 
earth.  
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• When this sixth trumpet sounded a voice is heard and the voice tells the angel with 

the sixth trumpet to release the four angels bound.  These four angels who had 
been temporarily bound are now to be released to destroy as they want to do.    


- Who is the voice coming from?  


• Some would speculate that the voice could be the angel priest in Rev. 8:3-5.  
This angel presented the prayers of the saints to God.  


• Others would say that this is an angelic being just not the same angel fo Rev. 
8:3-5.  “John does not say whose voice it was, but clearly it was a divine 
voice or at least came with divine approval.”—Morris.  


• Others say the voice could be the prayers of the saints.  Mounce wrote, “Or it 
could be the prayers themselves with their unified concern1 for vindication (cf. 
6:9).”  


• One things we can be sure of is the voice is not God because our passage 
tells us that the voice came from the altar before God.  


- What about the four horns of the golden altar? 


• Osborne wrote this, “This is the only mention in Revelation of “the horns of the 
golden altar,” and 6:9, 8:3 , and here are the only times the “altar” appears. As 
in 8:3 this refers to the altar of incense, and the “horns” ( Exod. 30:1–10 ; 
37:25 ) were protuberances at the four corners of the altar that signified the 
strength and power of Yahweh.”


- Osborne continues to point out, “That this voice comes “from” [4] these 
horns is similar to 14:18 (where an angel “comes from the altar” with a 
command), 16:7 (where the altar responds to the angel of the waters), and 
19:5 (where a “voice from the throne” speaks). In all four instances the 
divine imprimatur behind the message is stressed. In other words, God 
himself is speaking directly through the intermediary.  This is probably why 
an angel is not mentioned in any of the three instances, to emphasize even 
more strongly God’s sovereign presence behind the commands.”


• So what Osborne is saying is that the angels are acting as messengers of 
God as they have always been.  Yes, the angels are speaking but the 
message is from God Himself.  


- What is a take away from knowing about the voice and the altar?  
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• “In either case John is recalling the fundamental truth that the prayers of 

God’s people play an active role in the eschatological drama.”—Mounce.  


• “This whole series of judgments was precipitated by those prayers and it 
would be appropriate to recall them again. If so, this further judgment is 
brought on by those prayers. John does not want us to forget that prayer is a 
mighty force.”—Morris.  


• “In each of these contexts the command from the “altar” also provides a 
strong link with the action of the angel on behalf of the prayers of the saints at 
“the golden altar” in 8:3–5. In other words, this terrible judgment again is 
God’s response to the prayers of the saints (6:10) as offered to God by the 
angel of the altar (8:3–4) for vengeance. In 8:5 the angel gives the first 
response by hurling the censer to earth and initiating the trumpet judgments. 
Here the same angel gives a second response and initiates the final stage by 
commanding that the death angels be released.”—Osborne. 


• This voice says to the angel who blew the sixth trumpet.  This is the only time that 
one of the angels with the trumpets is involved in the events that follow the 
blowing of the trumpet.  The angel blew the trumpet and now is told to unleash the 
angels of destruction.  Osborne points out that the voice from the altar give the 
command from God to the sixth trumpet angel.  He also has the hypothesis that 
the trumpet angel is involved in this to show power to the things that are 
happening or will be happening.   


• These four angels are not easy to identify.  Scholars can’t come to a conclusion on 
who these four angels are as well. 


- “A few commentators suggest a connection with the four restraining angels of 
7:1. This earlier group, however, was stationed at the four corners of the world 
(rather than being bound at the Euphrates, 9:14) and held back the winds of 
destruction (rather than being released to bring about destruction, 9:15).”—
Mounce.  


• “Their location prevents us from identifying them with the four angels of 7:1 
(though some do this).”—Morris.  


• “We do not know their identity, but they are connected to the “four angels” 
(see 7:1 for background) who are holding back the four winds of destruction in 
7:1. [5] There the destructive forces were restrained, but here they are 
released from their restraints. Four such angels are not found in apocalyptic 
tradition, but as noted in 7:1, the literature did discuss four destructive forces 
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(or angels) that were held at the corners of the earth. These terrible forces are 
to be unleashed by God to do their devastating work. The question as to 
whether these are good angels or bad is not stated directly in the text.”—
Osborne.   


- “One probable source could be the familiar apocalyptic tradition in which four 
destructive powers are connected with the four quarters of the earth.5 In our 
immediate text the four angels appear to be in charge of the limitless horde of 
demonic horsemen who ride across the pagan world spreading terror and 
death.”—Mounce.  


- “The fact that they have been bound shows that they are not good angels going 
forth voluntarily to do God’s will. They are evil beings who have been restrained 
until now. This ties in with the general pattern that this section of the book deals 
with the demonic.”—Morris.  


• “These angels, I believe, are demons. Good angels are never said to be 
bound.”—Akin.  


• “for Satan is “bound” by Jesus in the programmatic statement on the “binding 
of Satan” in Mark 3:27, and he is “bound” in the abyss in Rev. 20:2. Also, 
there seems to be a close connection between the four angels and the 200 
million horsemen of 9:16. These angels could be the leaders of the demonic 
cavalry.”—Osborne.  


• These four angels are bound at the river Euphrates.  “The Euphrates is described 
as the great river, as often in the Old Testament (Gn. 15:18; Dt. 1:7; Jos. 1:4; cf. 
Rev. 16:12).”—Morris.  The Euphrates was one of the rivers flowing out of the 
Garden of Eden (2:14) and God promised Abram that his descendants would cover 
an area from the Nile to the Euphrates—Gen. 15:18, Deut. 11:24, Josh. 1:4.  The 
Euphrates was the boundary of Israel between their enemies.  “Many of the terrible 
invasions of Palestine—by the Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians—came across the 
Euphrates. Thus it became not only the eastern boundary first of Israel and then of 
Rome but also a symbol of foreign invasion.”—Osborne.  So we see the river is the 
limit or boundary of the promise land and we see that these angels of wrath are 
waiting just outside the promise land.


- “In Isa 8:5–8 the invading armies of Assyria are pictured as a mighty flood in 
which the great river overflows its banks and sweeps over Judah. The Euphrates 
was also the eastern boundary of the Roman Empire, and the mention of 
invading horsemen from that quarter would immediately suggest the much-
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feared Parthian warriors.”—Mounce.  Caird wrote, ““All the scriptural warnings 
about a foe from the north, therefore, find their echo in John’s bloodcurdling 
vision” (Isa. 14:31; Jer. 1:14–15; 6:1, 22; 10:22; 13:20; 25:9, 26; 46:20, 24; 47:2; 
Ezek. 26:7; 38:6, 15; 39:2).”


• “The Euphrates was the eastern boundary of the Roman Empire, and on the 
other side were the dreaded Parthians. The Parthians had defeated Roman 
armies in 53 B.C. and A.D. 62 and were looking for opportunities for further 
plunder at the expense of Rome.”—Osborne.  


- This judgment prepares us for the sixth bowl in Rev. 16:12.  This is were the 
Euphrates is dried up and the kings of the east no longer have a river to 
deal with but can walk straight into Israel.  
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