
Revelation 

Revelation 8 

Revelation 8:5-13


5 Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it 
to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of 
lightning and an earthquake.  6 And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets 
prepared themselves to sound them.  7 The first sounded, and there came hail 
and fire, mixed with blood, and they were thrown to the earth; and a third of the 
earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green 
grass was burned up.  8 The second angel sounded, and something like a great 
mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea became 
blood, 9 and a third of the creatures which were in the sea and had life, died; and 
a third of the ships were destroyed.  10 The third angel sounded, and a great star fell 
from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs 
of waters.  11 The name of the star is called Wormwood; and a third of the waters 
became wormwood, and many men died from the waters, because they were made 
bitter.  12 The fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and 
a third of the stars were struck, so that a third of them would be darkened and the day 
would not shine for a third of it, and the night in the same way.  13 Then I looked, and I 
heard an eagle flying in midheaven, saying with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to those 
who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three 
angels who are about to sound!”


- Verses 5-6:


• “Prayer is not getting man’s will done in heaven, but getting God’s will done on 
earth. It is not overcoming God’s reluctance but laying hold of God’s willingness.”
—Richard Trench


• We see that something big is coming.  We see similar things happening when God 
prepared to give the people the commandments—Exod. 19:10-25.  It also is 
similar to Ezek. 10:2-7 where the man spreads the coals over the city.  Judgement 
has fallen and fire is coming from the throne room of heaven.  “The fire from the 
very altar on which the prayers of the saints have been offered.  This surely means 
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that he prayers of God’s people play a necessary part in ushering in the judgments 
of God.  What are the real master powers behind the world and what are the 
deeper secrets of our destiny?  Here is the astonishing answer: the prayer of the 
satins and the fire of God.  That means that more potent, more powerful than all 
the dark and mighty powers let loose in the world, more powerful than anything 
else, is the power of prayer set ablaze by the fire of God and cast upon the earth.”
—Morris.  This is a violent event, an act of judgment that is being done.    


- Akin wrote, “The cosmos trembles before the presence and power of its Creator.  
A day of reckoning has arrived: ‘The seven angels are prepared to blow’ (8:7).”  
The day is coming where God will make things right.  All the wrong done will be 
righted.  When the priestly trumpets are sound they are done together but here 
we have trumpets being sound on at a time and each one has significant things 
happening.  


- Verses 7-12 Introduction:


• Matt. 6:9-13—“That prayer is once more being answered in the trumpet judgments 
of Revelation 8–9. The seal judgments of chapter 6 saw the destruction of a fourth 
of the earth (6:8). The trumpet judgments will see the destruction and devastation 
of a third of the earth. The word third occurs thirteen times in chapter 8, and each 
is like the tolling of a bell with the knell of judgment.”—Akin.  


• “these trumpet plagues replicate the Egyptian plagues and address the problem of 
idolatry (the earthly gods) not only in the Roman Empire but also among the 
“Christian” cults of the province of Asia (see on 2:2, 6, 14, 20 ). The purpose is to 
prove the sovereignty of God and to give a last chance for repentance.”—
Osborne.  


•  While studying through these different trumpets, the first 4 trumpets, “are natural 
in that they affect the land, salt water, freshwater, and stellar bodies.”—Akin.  The 
fifth and sixth trumpets, “unleash demonic forces that torment and then kill.”—
Akin.  The seventh trumpet will start the process of the bowls.  


• These trumpets are thought to be the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy in Luke 
21:25-26.  Or at the very least the beginning of the fulfillment of Jesus prophecy.  


- Verse 7:


• “With the sounding of the first trumpet the second major series of calamities 
begins.”—Mounce.  The angel blew the trumpet and hail and fire came down.  
When thinking of fire and hail these are two things that typically don’t go together.  
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- We have seen hail and fire before in the plagues that God brought on Egypt—

Exod. 9:18-26.  Hail in the Old Testament is often used as a way of God sending 
judgment on a people—Josh. 10:11, Job 38:22-23, Ps. 78:47, Ps. 105:32-33, 
Ps. 148:8.  


• It also tells us that blood was mixed in with the fire and hail.  The prophet Joel 
spoke of blood coming from the sky—Joel 2:30-31, Acts 2:19.  “Blood and fire 
were often combined as symbols of judgment (Isa. 9:5; Ezek. 21:32; 38:22).”—
Osborne. 


• What the blood means and where it comes from is not widely agreed on.  


- “The blood refers to the awesome color of the storm rather than the fire and 
destruction that the lightning would cause.”—Mounce.  


- Some, “believe it may allude to the bloodred rain that still today occasionally 
falls in the Mediterranean area as a result of red dust particles from the Sahara.”
—Osborne. 


- “Others point to the volcanic eruptions in the Aegean islands in the first century, 
which were said to have turned the sky red.”—Osborne.  


• The destruction that came from the fire, hail, and blood was devastating.  One 
third of the earth, and trees were burned up.  Then it says that all the grass was 
burned up.  This is not the entire earth or even the entire earth trees but it was a 
devastating amount of destruction.  This would have caused serious problems for 
those living on earth.  “The trees that are destroyed are probably to be taken as 
fruit trees,14 which were so important to the maintenance of life in Palestine.”—
Mounce.  


- The destruction, “It indicates in a general sense that although God is bringing 
punishment upon the earth, it is not as yet complete and final.”—Mounce.  “That 
it is a third indicates that, although God is bringing punishment on the earth, it is 
not as yet complete and final. The purpose of the visitation is to warn people of 
the full wrath of God yet to fall, and in so doing to bring them to repentance.  
Tragically, most will not repent, as 9:20-21 painfully reveals.”—Akin.  


• A couple questions have to be looked at before moving on: 


- Why is all the grass destroyed not just a third? 
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•  It could be a remnant of the seventh plague, but grass is not specified there. 

Most likely it is for apocalyptic effect: nothing will escape this terrible 
judgment.”—Osborne.  


- What about Rev. 9:4?  


• “Some say there is time for the grass to grow back between the two 
judgments (a distinct possibility but not mentioned in the text), and others say 
it is only “all the grass” in the one-third of the earth that is burnt.”—Obsorne.  


• “Most of us have seen the results of terrible forest fires when even the ground was 
charred black and all the vegetation was destroyed. Yet none has seen anything 
like this image….We are supposed to picture one-third of all the great forests of 
the world (the Amazon, the Congo, Yosemite, Yellowstone) burned down. It is a 
natural disaster beyond anything imaginable.”—Osborne.  


- Verse 8-9:


• “One can only imagine its pain during this time of horrific and cataclysmic 
judgment.”—Akin.  “Something like a great mountain, burning with fire, was thrown 
into the sea.”  John is trying to describe something that is apocalyptic with human 
language and I am sure it is a difficult task.  John tells us it is not a boring 
mountain but it is like that.  


- It is difficult to understand what John is talking about when he speaks about this 
mountain burning with fire.  


• Some believe it to be a volcano or an area of volcanic action.  “Less than 
twenty years before John wrote the Apocalypse, Vesuvius had erupted and 
destroyed Pompeii and Herculaneum.”—Mounce.  To back this idea those 
that hold this point of view would argue that the volcanic action is what 
polluted the sea and cause the sea creatures to die.  Also, it was big enough 
to destroy one third of the ships.  


• “Others look to Jewish apocalyptic for the source of the imagery. 1 Enoch 
18:13 speaks of “seven stars like great burning mountains,” and Sib. Or. 5:158 
tells of a “great star from heaven” that fell into the divine sea.18 It is well to 
remember that a visionary experience may take elements from several 
sources and blend them together into a totally new figure.”—Mounce. 


• Still others will point out the fact that God has brought up uprooting 
mountains in the Bible—Job 28:9, Judges 5:5, Jer. 4:24, Nah. 1:5, Ezek. 
38:20, Isa. 41:15, and Mark 11:23.  Osborne says this about Mark 11:23, “As 
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the disciples were at that time on the Mount of Olives, the apocalyptic power 
of faith there was a powerful analogy. Revelation 8:8 takes the analogy to 
another level, as the throwing of a mountain “on fire” into the sea is part of the 
end-time events. In Revelation the mountains are “removed” in 6:14 and then 
disappear altogether in 16:20.” 


• Others will says, “It represents an eschatological judgment that goes beyond 
any explanation in terms of natural phenomena.”—Mounce.  


• What is the result of this “mountain being thrown into the sea?”  One third of the 
sea creatures die and one third of the ships were destroyed.  Once again we see 
imagery from the Exodus plagues—Exod. 7:20-21 for both this trumpet but also 
the next trumpet.  


- But what kind of effect does this have on human life?  “The sea lanes were 
called the lifeblood of Rome because the Romans were so dependent on the 
sea for both food and commerce (see also Rev 18:17-19). Thus, this is even 
more devastating than the first plague. It is difficult to imagine such an extensive 
apocalyptic judgment.”—Osborne.  As we have seen last year that we are in our 
time very dependent on the sea for commerce as well.  


• I think at this point we need to remember Ps. 46:1-3.  God is the refuge for those 
that are His.  “God’s people have nothing to fear from God’s judgments on the 
godless.”—Morris.  
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