
Revelation 

Revelation 8 

Revelation 8:3-4


1 When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an 
hour.  2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were 
given to them.  3 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden 
censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers 
of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.  4 And the 
smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of 
the angel’s hand.  5 Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the 
altar, and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and 
flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 


Verses 3-4:


• We need to think about the power of prayer when we look to this passage.  Akin 
wrote, “Prayer activates us and engages us in spiritual warfare in the present and 
also the future.”  Do you agree with Akin here?  As we look at Eph. 6:10-20 prayer 
is an important piece of spiritual battle.  Prayer is not only important for ourselves 
but also for others when it comes to spiritual battle.  


- David Platt points out that in spiritual battles we should fight and prayer should 
be part of each of these battles: 


• 1. “Our battle is fierce!—There are demons who are fighting you and want to 
destroy you.


• 2. Our prayers are effective!—Our cries go up and His kingdom comes down. 


• 3. Our God is faithful!—He will demonstrate His power, vindicate His people, 
extend His mercy, and uphold His justice. (“Life of the Christian”)”


- Do you see your prayer as an essential piece of your spiritual battle?  Do 
you consider your prayer as a power tool used in helping other believers in 
their spiritual battles?  Do you see prayer as radioing back to headquarters 
for help with an air strike?
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Revelation 
- “Prayer is a war-time walkie-talkie, not a domestic intercom for ringing up 

the butler to change the thermostat. It is a war-time walkie-talkie to call in 
firepower because the enemy is greater than we are. If you try to turn this 
into a domestic intercom to bring another pillow, it malfunctions, and you 
wonder why. It’s not made to be an intercom. Its made to be a war-time 
walkie-talkie.” – John Piper 


• “It is a good fall when a man falls on his knees.” —Charles Spurgeon


• So a different angel came to the golden alter before the the throne and brought 
incense  and the  prayers of ALL the saints. 


- Some commentators will make the argument that this golden alter is the altar of 
incense—Exod. 30:1-10, 2 Kgs. 6:22, Heb. 9:4.  “The angel is pictured as 
offering the prayers of the saints in much the same way as the priests in the 
temple at Jerusalem would daily take hot coals from the altar of sacrifice and 
carry them into the holy place to the golden altar of incense (cf. Luke 1:9). It is 
more likely that only one altar is in view, the golden altar of incense (Exod 30:1–
10; 2 Kgs 6:22; Heb 9:4).”—Mounce.  


• The angel is holding a golden censer.  “The censers of the tabernacle were made 
of brass (Exod 27:3), while those of Solomon’s temple were of gold (1 Kgs 7:50).”
—Mounce.  Having the golden censer helped to reveal the importance or value of 
what was in it.  


• The incense was something that the ancient world would have been very familiar 
with.  For us, now in this time, Osborne will help explain what they would typically 
know: “In the OT “incense” referred to a special combination of three aromatic 
spices: resin droplets and galbanum gum (taken from shrubs or trees) mingled with 
mollusk scent (from the mollusk shellfish), then mixed with an equal amount of 
frankincense (also a gum resin). This was used to make “a fragrant blend of 
incense” that had salt added to it (for reasons that are unknown but perhaps for 
incendiary purposes) and then was ground to powder and placed “in front of the 
Testimony in the Tent of Meeting,” probably referring to the altar of incense (Exod. 
30:34–38). Incense stood both for protection of the priest and the people (Lev. 
16:13; Num. 16:47–48) and for the people’s prayers as they ascend to God (Ps. 
141:2).”


• The incense is mixed with the prayers of the saints and is a fragrant aroma for 
God.  Mounce wrote, “The scene in heaven suggests that there is something 
sacrificial about genuine prayer.  Both the believer and his prayer enter the 
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Revelation 
presence of God by way of the altar.”  God’s people have prayed to Him for a long 
time asking all kinds of requests.   None of those requests were not heard and 
those prayers that seemed unanswered have been or will be answered.  Satan and 
his minions can not stop our prayers and will not stop God from acting.  


- We see here that the prayers of the saint delight God.  Your prayers delight God 
so why aren’t we praying more?  Akin wrote, “In some inexplicable, mysterious 
providence, they(our prayers) become the means whereby God moves into 
action and brings His kingdom.”  


• William Hendriksen wrote, “The Throne-Occupant sees the sighs and sufferings, 
he hears the request and the thanksgiving of his children who are in the midst of 
tribulation. The angel understands this: he realizes that the prayers are heard. 
Hence, he takes the censer, now emptied of its incense, and fills it with fire of the 
altar, and empties it upon the earth; that is God has heard the prayers of the 
saints, and the judgments upon earth are his answer to them.”


- The smoke of the incense and the prayers rose before God.  This points to the 
fact that prayer is not alone and that those saints prayers are not without 
heavenly assistance.  Our prayers reach God.  Mounce wrote, “When the 
incense is added to the hot coals, a cloud of fragrant smoke rises from the altar 
as a symbol of divine acceptance.”  Eph. 5:2 tell us that giving of oneself like 
Christ rises to God as a fragrant offering.  That giving of oneself has to start with 
prayer.  


• Osborne wrote, “All of heaven is involved in making certain that God receives 
these cries for justice. Beale (1999: 455–56) goes further, arguing that since 
angels always function in the book as divine messengers, that the prayers 
come from “the hand of the angel” means God has already accepted their 
prayers and is in the process of vindicating their sacrifice for him.”
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