
Revelation 

Revelation 8 

Revelation 8:1-5


1 When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an 
hour.  2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets 
were given to them.  3 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden 
censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of 
all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.  4 And the smoke of the 
incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel’s hand.  5 
Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the 
earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an 
earthquake. 


- Verse 2:


• “God does indeed use His angels to carry out His will. Some of the time it is in 
specific response to our prayers. Daniel 10 and an angel’s response to Daniel’s 
prayer makes this clear (see vv. 12-14). Angels and demons are engaged in 
warfare in the spiritual realm in a manner we could never truly imagine.”—Akin.  


- Here we hear a specific number 7 which could represent 7 actual angels or 
again, as we have seen, could represent the number of perfect/completion.  
Almost every commentator mentioned extra biblical sources that spoke of 7 
angels.   


• “Jewish writings speak of the seven who ‘present the prayers of the saints 
and enter into the presence of the glory of the Holy One’ (Tobit 12:15). Their 
names are Uriel, Raphael, Raguel, Michael, Saraqael, Gabriel and Remiel (1 
Enoch 20:1ff.; Turner notes their close connection with God, implied implied in 
the -el ending of each name). John has other references to seven angels (v.6; 
15:1,6-8; 16:1; 17:1; 21:9).”—Morris.  


- Do we really know who these angels are?  Can we trust these extra biblical 
sources like we trust the Bible?   


• We see that trumpets are given to these angels.  Trumpets had important roles in 
the history of God’s people and they will have important rolls here as well.  
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Revelation 
- In Numbers 10:1-10 we hear trumpets calling the people together, to war, and to 

special events.  


• Akin wrote, “They were sounded at Mount Sinai when the law was given (Exod 
19:16-19), when Jericho fell (Jos 6:13-16), and when the king was enthroned 
(1 Kgs 1:34,39). A trumpet will sound at the rapture (1 Thess 4:13-18) and 
when Christ returns (Matt 24:31).”  


• Morris wrote, “Trumpets are often associated with the end-time in apocalyptic 
writings (cf. Mt. 24:31; 1 Cor. 15:52; 1 Thes. 4:16).”


• Mounce wrote, “The Jewish New Year (Tishri 1) is called “a day for you to 
blow the trumpets” (Num 29:1; also Lev 23:24). The trumpet was regularly 
used at the coronation of kings (1 Kgs 1:34, 39; 2 Kgs 9:13).”


• Osborne wrote, “These angels are given [3] ἑπτὰ σάλπιγγες ( hepta salpinges , 
seven trumpets), which turn them into royal heralds of the actions of the King 
of kings. Trumpets were used not only in time of war [4] (1 Sam. 13:3; Jer. 
51:27) but also at the dedication of the temple (2 Chron. 5:12), at the 
enthronement of the king (1 Kings 1:34, 39), and in enthronement psalms at 
the worship of Yahweh (Ps. 98:6). Trumpets were blown before the burnt 
offering (Num. 10:10), at feasts (Lev. 23:24; 25:9), to call the nation to 
repentance in time of disaster (Isa. 58:1; Jer. 4:5), and at the bringing up of the 
ark (2 Sam. 6:15).” 


- These trumpets here in Revelation are sounded to announce wrath and 
judgment—Zeph. 1:14-16.  “In Revelation trumpets are used as symbols of 
eschatological promise (1:10; 4:1) as well as harbingers of judgment (all the 
other trumpet blasts occur in connection to the seven judgments here).”—
Osborne.  “These in chapter 8 are eschatological trumpets of judgment. 
Christ, with all authority in heaven and on earth (Matt 28:18-20), summons 
His angels to carry out His will on earth.”—Akin. 
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Revelation 
• As a reminder of what we are looking at for the long foreseeable future: 
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