
Revelation

Revelation 8 

Revelation 8:1-5


1 When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about 
half an hour.  2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven 
trumpets were given to them.  3 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a 
golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the 
prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.  4 And the 
smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the 
angel’s hand.  5 Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and 
threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of 
lightning and an earthquake.


- Verse 1:


• The interlude is over and we are back to action here in chapter 8.  We see the final 
events begin to happen before the rest of eternity begins.  “Following the imagery 
of the scroll sealed with seven seals in 5:1 , the scroll containing the final events of 
human history and the plan for the eschaton is now apparently ready to be 
opened.”—Osborne.  


- As the seal is opened something surprising happens.  “Instead of angelic action 
as in all the rest of the seals, trumpets, and bowls, there is a dramatic σιγή ( sigē 
silence) that lasts ὡς ἡμιώριον ( hōs hēmiōrion , about [2]  a half hour).”—
Osborne.  What an interesting response to what is happening.  


• But before we get to what silence could signify I want us to think about this 
for a moment.  From what we have studied and from what we know, there is 
not usually silence in heaven—Rev. 4:8-11, Rev. 5:8-13, Rev. 6:9-10, Rev. 
7:9-12, Rev. 11:17-19, Rev. 15:1-3, Rev. 16:5-6, Rev. 19:1-9, Isa. 6:2-3, Phil. 
2:10-11.  So, think about this moment here where constant praise, worship, 
and proclamation is going on all the time in heaven, it all stops for a half an 
hour of silence.  This is staggering and it is one of those things that we marvel 
at.  This moment in heaven is shocking as it is happening.  It is very little time 
in the scope of eternity and in terms of what some of those in heaven have 
seen but this time coupled with silence which heaven is not accustomed to 
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would have been staggering.  So, the question we have to look at is why?  
Why is there silence in heaven like this?  Why is it at this moment?  Why this 
huge moment in this time?  


- The reason for this silence has been, of course, much debated.  So let’s 
look at the possibilities of why this silence will happen:  


• First, the silence is so that the prayers of believers will be heard—Rev. 
8:4.  “The saints appear insignificant to men at large. But in the sight of 
God they matter. Even great cataclysms are held back while they pray. 
And the praises of angels give way to silence so that the saints may be 
heard.”—Morris. 


• Second, this is “a dramatic pause signifying the awe and dread as the 
heavenly hosts await the coming events.”—Osborne.  Kiddle judges it a 
“brilliant device for deepening the suspense.”  It definitely is a dramatic 
pause.  We don’t see many moments like it in scripture.  But could this be 
the only reason for the pause?   


• Third, this is a “repeating the primeval silence that greeted the first 
creation at this final re-creation of the world.”—Osborne.  There is 
suspected silence and a Jewish tradition that there was silence over the 
earth in Gen. 1:2-3.  There is no Biblical evidence that states this silence.   


• Fourth, this is a closing to the seals being broken.  This signifies that the 
seals being broken is complete.  


• Fifth, a worshipful part of worship, silence followed by a prayer.  This is a 
moment right before the incense and prayers of the saint are offered up to 
God—Rev. 8:3-4.    


• Sixth, this is a “silence of the condemned (from the sixth seal), as they 
await divine judgment (cf. Isa. 47:5 ; Amos 8:2–3 ; 2 Esdr. [4 Ezra] 6:39 ; 
7:30.”—Osborne.  “Judgment almost too great to imagine will quickly 
follow, and when it is finished, one-third of God’s glorious creation will be 
gone, destroyed by the God who made it. These judgments recall the 
plagues God poured out on Egypt and the story of Joshua and the battle 
of Jericho. In both of those scenes God moved in response to the cries of 
His people.”—Akin.  So God will act for His people again once for all.  


• Seventh, this is an intense moment of exception for God to do what He 
has promised He will do.  “The OT writers take “silence” as an 
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anticipation of God’s imminent action (Exod. 14:14; 1 Sam. 12:16), as the 
natural response to God’s omnipotence (Isa. 41:1; Hab. 2:20), or as a 
fearsome awe in light of his coming judgment (Zeph. 1:7; Zech. 2:13).”—
Osborne.  


• Eighth, sacrifices were made in silence and here is an offering to God of 
incense and prayers.  


- “It is well said, “It is often quietest before the storm.” The stillness and silence 
can almost take your breath away in anticipation of what may come.”—Akin.  
This phrase is most appropriate here no matter what your understanding of this 
pause is.  
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