
Revelation 

Revelation 8:13-9:1 

Revelation 8:13-9:1


13 Then I looked, and I heard an eagle flying in midheaven, saying with a loud 
voice, “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining 
blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!” 

9:1 Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to 
the earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him.  2 He opened the 
bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; 
and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit.  3 Then out of the 
smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, as the scorpions of 
the earth have power.  4 They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any 
green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on their 
foreheads.  5 And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five 
months; and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man.  6 
And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and 
death flees from them.


- Chapter 9 Introduction:


• “John required but six verses to set forth the first four trumpet-plagues (8:7–12). 
But now he is about to devote over three times that space to the next two 
plagues.”—Mounce.  “But whereas the seals were concerned with heaven and 
heavenly realities, the trumpets tell of the abyss and the demons.”—Morris.   


- “The last three trumpets are unique in the three septets in that they are 
preceded by prophetic warnings of woe. The judgment theme initiated by the 
first four trumpets is now heightened greatly by the announcement by one of the 
great carrion birds that are to be called to the “great supper of God” ( 19:17, 21 ) 
that is the antithesis of the “wedding supper of the Lamb” in 19:9.”—Osborne.  


• The first four trumpets effected humanity but they are aimed at the natural world.  
The last three trumpets are directed at the people who do not have the seal of God 
on them.  
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Revelation 
- “People who earlier were merely discomforted by judgments upon the world of 

nature are now directly subjected to torments that arise from the underworld.”—
Mounce.  


• These judgments prove to those who don’t have the seal of God that what 
they worship on earth is not God and is not their friend.  “They prove to the 
earth-dwellers that the false “gods” they have followed are demonic forces 
and that these evil powers are not their friends. Indeed, they hate the very 
ones who worship them. In the Gospels demons possess people for one 
basic reason, to torture and kill all who are made in the image of God (note the 
Gadarene demoniac [Mark 5:1–20] or the demon-possessed child [Mark 9:14–
29]).”—Osborne.  


• “The first Woe (9:1–12) is a horde of demonic locusts that emerges from the Abyss 
and spreads out over the land to torment everyone not marked with the seal of the 
living God. The pain and distress are so great that although people seek death 
they are unable to find it.”—Mounce.  “There are two emphases: (1) the demons 
turn on the very people who follow them and show their utter contempt and 
incomparable cruelty by torturing their worshipers; (2) God is in control and directs 
the entire event.”—Osborne.  


• “The second Woe (9:13–19) is a demonic cavalry of some two hundred million 
mounted troops who, astride their fire-breathing steeds, sweep over the land, 
killing a third of its inhabitants.”—Osborne.   


- “Both trumpets introduce us to grotesque creatures whose appearance 
corresponds to their evil origin. Even these two plagues, horrible and destructive 
as they are, fail to deter the survivors from continuing their worship of demons.”
—Mounce.  


• “The locusts torture the earth-dwellers for five months so terribly that people 
long for death. Then the horsemen give them the death they have sought, and 
one-third of humankind dies. Yet the tragedy of sin continues. In spite of 
absolute proof of both the omnipotence of God and the hatred of the false 
gods for their own followers, evil people do not repent but reject God’s offer 
and return again to worship the very evil powers that had just tortured and 
killed so many of them (9:20–21).”—Osborne.  


- Kiddle writes, “by exhausting every attempt to bring them [the nations] to a 
better mind, God demonstrates His sovereignty, vindicates His holiness, 
and justifies His final sentence of doom.”  “When people fail to respond to 
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God’s gracious invitation and set themselves in opposition to his purposes, 
then they become the prey of horrifying demonic forces. They suffer the 
consequences of their choice. They are not defeating God.”—Morris.  


- Verse 8:13:


• So I have given you an introduction to chapter 9 and what to expect coming in the 
judgments.  Here in verse 13 of Chapter 8 John give us his introduction to the next 
trumpets that will be coming.  So this verse serves as a transition verse from 
judgment on the nature things, which effects humanity, to judgment on humanity.  


• Most commentators see this bird as an eagle and the eagle represents strength 
and swiftness—Hab. 1:8.  


• There are those that interpret this bird as a vulture and a vulture  can be a sign of 
disaster as well—Matt. 24:28.  “Others understand the bird to be a vulture, which 
in this context would symbolize impending doom.”—Mounce.  


- If either an eagle or a vulture, we are looking at a bird of prey and delivers a 
message to John.  “The eagle/vulture hovers in midair so as to be seen by all, 
and cries out in a loud voice so that none will fail to hear, “Woe! Woe! Woe to the 
inhabitants of the earth.””—Mounce.  


• “Both Hebrew נֶׁשֶר ( nešer ) and Greek ἀετός refer to either the eagle or the 
vulture, for both were known for their size, strength, and speed, and they were 
the foremost birds of prey. One aspect that would favor an eagle here is that 
the Romans had an eagle on their standards (see below on the eagle as a 
symbol of Rome), and eagles were viewed as the messengers of the gods. 
While in the Torah the eagle/vulture was an unclean bird ( Lev. 11:13 ; Deut. 
14:12 ), [3]  it is a symbol used in the  OT  for five things: the power and 
swiftness of flight, often symbolizing deliverance ( Exod. 19:4 ; Prov. 23:5 ; Isa. 
40:31 ), portents of death and destruction ( Jer. 48:40–42 ; Hos. 8:1 ), nesting 
as a symbol for God’s creative power ( Job 39:27–30 ) or care ( Deut. 32:11 ), 
regal appearance ( Ezek. 1:10 ; 10:14 ), and youthful vigor and strength ( Ps. 
103:5 ; Isa. 40:31 ).”—Osborne.   


- The three woes represent the last three trumpets to come.  The eagle/
vulture specifically speaks about these woe’s coming to “those who dwell 
on the earth.”  “The phrase “those who live on the earth” is used throughout 
Revelation to designate those who live in rebellion and unbelief before the 
true and living God. It occurs 12 times in this book. These are persons who 
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live not only on the earth but for the earth. The things of God count for 
nothing. The issues of heaven matter nothing. What a tragic way to live! 
What a terrible way to die.”—Akin. 


- The word woe can point us back to the Old Testament where we see God’s 
judgment that will come on those that forsake Him—Isa. 5:8-9, Amos 6:1-2, 
Hab. 2:9-10.  We see in the New Testament Jesus offers a four fold woe to 
those that seem to be doing great according to the worlds standards in 
Luke 6:24-26.   


• So what we can understand from the introduction of the eagle/vulture is 
that those that are in rebellion from God will endure these woes but those 
that are in a right relationship with God will not have these plagues fall on 
them—Rev. 13:8, Rev. 17:8.  The church will not have the plagues of the 
wicked world fall upon them.  “Unlike the first four trumpets, which 
affected the source of people’s life, the last three fall upon people 
themselves.”—Mounce. 


- “Humankind must choose between the two fates, and the three woes 
are part of both the last chance to respond to the call to repentance 
(9:20–21) and the announcement of doom for those who refuse that 
call.”—Osborne.  


- Verse 1:


• “The great reformer Martin Luther is credited with saying, “The Devil is still God’s 
Devil.” His point is that clearly Satan is both evil and powerful, but he is still under 
the authority of the sovereign Lord. There is only one sovereign God, and the Devil 
is not that God.  The important truth is this: Ultimately nothing happens apart from 
the sovereign determination of God. Nothing! And when it comes to evil and the 
wicked, destructive devices of Satan, demons, and even human persons, God is 
not the author of evil even as He, for His good purposes, allows evil (Jas 1:13).”—
Akin.  


- Here we see the beginnings of God turning evil on evil.  He is having evil bring 
judgment on itself.  Evil is self-destructive and we will see that ring true even 
here in the final judgment.  


• “Chapter 9 addresses real war in a real (spiritual) world that eventually invades 
our world (spiritual and physical). The imagery is terrifying as the spiritual 
world invades the physical world and demons are unleashed to bring 
devastation, destruction, and death.”—Akin.  
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• The star in Rev. 8:10 that we spent time looking into was one that made the water 

contaminated.  Here in our passaged what are some major differences in the 
description of this star and the one in 8:10?  


- This star here in 9:1 is given pronouns pointing to the idea that this star 
represents a person or type of person.  Isa. 14:12-20 speaks of a star that has 
fallen and represents a person but also more than a person.  Often times biblical 
scholars will say that Isaiah is talking to the king of Babylon but also to the one 
who is the king of Babylon’s master is; Satan.  Jesus speaks of Satan falling 
from heaven like lightning—Luke 10:18.  


• But who is this star in verse 1?  Well, once again this is widely debated to who 
it could be.  Most scholars are in agreement that this is an angel.  This 
understanding comes from the work that the fallen star does under the 
instruction of God.  But is this a good angel or an evil angel?  


- There are those that believe this to be an evil angel.  


• Some believe this to be Satan himself. They will argue that Satan falling 
from the sky fits with Rev. 12:7-9 and with Luke 10:18.  They will also 
argue that Isa. 14:12-14 is also an announcement of this moment.  “It is 
Satan, the Devil himself, who is in view. He “had fallen”—it had already 
occurred prior to the blowing of the fifth trumpet. The exact time is not 
specified. Lucifer, the star of the morning, son of the dawn (Isa 14:12), the 
anointed cherub (Ezek 28:14), was cast out of God’s presence and 
heaven’s glory when sin was found in his heart. Now as we move toward 
history’s climax, he is allowed a diabolical freedom on the earth that he 
was previously denied. The key and thus the authority “to the shaft of the 
abyss”—a prison house for demons (see Luke 8:31; 2 Pet 2:4; Jude 6) 
and the abode of the dead (Rom 10:7)—is given to him by God…..The 
beast, the antichrist, also will arise from the abyss (see 11:7). But the 
Devil will not always have authority over it. He will be imprisoned there for 
a thousand years following the second coming of Jesus (see 20:1-3).”—
Akin.  


• Some believe it to just be one of the fallen angels; a demon.  Osborne 
talks about Beale’s understanding saying, “Beale (1999: 491–92 ) feels 
strongly that this is an evil angel sent from God and argues that always in 
the  OT  and Jewish writings a “falling star” refers to a fallen angel.”—
Osborne. 
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- The argument against both Satan and to a demon is that God has not 

used Satan in this way before and He has never used an evil angel to 
do His will that we have recorded in the Bible.  Those that argue 
against this interpretation also ask the question: how could a demon or 
Satan himself be trusted with the key to their own prison?  


- Others make the argument that instead of “falling” the manor in which the 
star comes down is a “descending.”  This argument give the one making to 
say this is a good angel who is sent by God to do His will.  


• “It is more likely, however, that the star-angel is simply one of the many 
divine agents who throughout the book of Revelation are pictured as 
carrying out the will of God.4 Furthermore, his role is essentially no 
different from that of the fifth trumpet-angel at whose call the action 
begins. He is probably the same angel who in 20:1 comes down out of 
heaven with the key of the Abyss.”—Mounce.  


• This angel was given the keys to the shaft of the bottomless pit.  The idea of this 
angel being given is one that God is working His perfect plan even here in the 
some of the darkest hours in creations history.  This angel is not acting on its own 
but is acting based on what God is telling or allowing it to do.  


• The Abyss or bottomless pit is locked but will soon be opened.  This is the same 
term used in Luke 8:26-31.  This is also the term that Paul uses in explain the 
message of salvation in Rom. 10:5-10.  We see this same abyss show up in 
Revelation several other places—9:1-2&11, 11:7, 17:8, 20:1&3.  


- So what is this abyss?  “It is the place of incarceration of Satan (20:1-3), but 
torment is not implied. It is inhabited by beings hostile to God, but they are 
subject to his control.”—Morris.  “The “abyss” became an idiom for the place of 
the dead (“the depths of the earth,” Ps. 63:9; 71:20); and possibly because the 
dead were unclean, it came to be used for the “pit” or “prison house” (1 Enoch 
18.14) in which fallen angels were imprisoned (1 Enoch 10.4–6; 18.9–16; Jub. 
5.3–11). In the NT it occurs twice outside Revelation: for the place of the dead in 
Rom. 10:7 and for the prison for evil spirits in Luke 8:31. The imagery is also 
found in 2 Pet. 2:4 and Jude 6, where angels are “kept in darkness, bound with 
everlasting chains.  In Revelation the “abyss” is a closed prison, and when it is 
opened, the smoke of its fires emerges (9:2), and the “beast” will emerge from it 
at the time appointed by God (11:7; 17:8). In the abyss Satan will be imprisoned 
for a thousand years, and it will again be locked for that time (20:1–3).”—
Osborne.   
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