
Revelation

Revelation 8 

Revelation 8:5-13


5 Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the 
earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an 
earthquake.  6 And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves 
to sound them.  7 The first sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood, 
and they were thrown to the earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third 
of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.  8 The second 
angel sounded, and something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into 
the sea; and a third of the sea became blood, 9 and a third of the creatures which were 
in the sea and had life, died; and a third of the ships were destroyed.  10 The third 
angel sounded, and a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell 
on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters.  11 The name of the star is 
called Wormwood; and a third of the waters became wormwood, and many men 
died from the waters, because they were made bitter.  12 The fourth angel 
sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were 
struck, so that a third of them would be darkened and the day would not shine for a 
third of it, and the night in the same way.  13 Then I looked, and I heard an eagle flying 
in midheaven, saying with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the 
earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about 
to sound!” 
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Revelation

- Verses 10-11:


• So here is the third trumpet sounding and “a great star fell from the heaven.”  In 
Jewish culture they thought that the stars were angels.  From the description of 
what John gives us, this is a divinely sent disaster.  “Here the falling star is “blazing 
like a torch,” a graphic image that not only depicts a falling meteor but also is a 
harbinger of the later fiery judgment of the “lake of burning sulfur” ( 19:20 ; 20:10, 
14–15 ).”— Osborne.  The devastation moves from the water of the ocean to the 
fresh water.  “This contamination of the fresh water supply recalls the first Egyptian 
plague in which the water was turned to blood (Exod 7:20).”—Mounce. 


- Fresh water was scarce and was seen as the source of life.  Often times it was 
used in scripture to relay or speak of life.  “the “fountain of life” (Prov. 10:11; 
13:14; 14:27) and God as “the spring of living water” (Jer. 2:13; 17:13). Isaiah 
35:7 gives an eschatological promise that God would turn “the thirsty ground 
[into] bubbling springs” (cf. Isa. 41:18; 58:11; Joel 3:18).”—Osborne.  


• This is why it is so scary that God has now made this part of His judgment 
here in the end times.  God has spoken of life coming from water and he has 
even reversed bitter water to sweet in Exod. 15:23.  As the end of all things 
come even the things that God has used to symbolize life start to join into the 
judgment.  “It is possible that John may be revealing divine displeasure 
against the rather widespread worship of supernatural spirits thought to be 
associated with rivers and springs.23 Like the other plagues, however, it is 
directed primarily against the world of nature.”—Mounce.  


• “Wormwood.”  The name of this great “star” is called wormwood.  “The word 
“wormwood” appears only here in the New Testament. It “is mentioned eight times 
in the Old Testament, where it is associated with bitterness, poison, and death 
(Deut 29:18; Prov 5:4; Jer 9:15; 23:15; Lam 3:15,19; Amos 5:7; 6:12)”—Akin.  
“What John is saying is that a portion of the inland waters were contaminated by a 
spectacular act of God and many people died as a result of drinking the water. 
Repetition of the fractional one-third indicates as before the restricted scope of the 
judgment.”—Mounce. 
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Revelation
• Osborne wrote, “Aune (1998a: 522) states that the taste is so potent that one 

ounce of it can still be detected in 524 gallons of water! The problem here is that 
not only is the star named “Wormwood,” but when it falls on the fresh waters, “a 
third of the waters become wormwood.”…..its connection with bitter sorrow and 
judgment makes it a natural symbol of death. Therefore, when the next statement 
tells us that “many [12] died” as a result, it is hardly surprising.”  


- In the Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis, wormwood is one of the lowest 
demons in fold of Satan.  A senior official of the “underworld” Screwtape” is 
Wormwood’s uncle.  Wormwood has just been assigned his first person to temp 
to sin.  


• Why did Lewis choose wormwood for this character?  Wormwood was bitter 
but it was used to stimulate the imagination, they would use it to increase 
sexual desire, and it was also used to make alcohol.  Now none of those 
things are bad when they are managed appropriately.  When they are used 
inappropriately they can do a ton of damage.  


- I have another theory about why Lewis used Wormwood as the name of this 
one demon.  I see it in light of what happens in the end of the book.  
Wormwood was not meeting his uncle’s standard and his uncle was looking 
to destroy him but in the end Screwtape was destroyed because of 
wormwood.   


• The proud things of this world will be humbled by the weak.  I see 
Screwtape as those representing the prideful humans that think nothing 
can touch them. They are users and they don’t care about anything really.  
Even these type of people will not escape wormwoods effects.  


“Again, this depicts a judgment that would shatter civilization. None of us could 
imagine a third of all the rivers and lakes turning poisonous. All the scares about 
polluted waters due to industrial waste in recent years seem quite pallid next to this 
terrible disaster.”—Osborne.   


- Verse 12:


• The fourth trumpet sounded and now we have even more devastation happening 
here on the earth.  “The fourth trumpet sounds, and a third of the starry heavens 
are darkened with an accompanying effect of darkness on the earth.”—Akin.  
Once again we see this trumpet point back to the ninth plague in Egypt—Exod. 
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Revelation
10:21-23.  It seems that God struck like lightening strikes, this blow to the already 
crippled earth.  “In other words, God has virtually “struck” the heavenly bodies 
with a “plague.”  At the same time, every heavenly body is named: the sun, moon, 
and stars.”—Osborne.  


- “The first part of the verse appears to mean that a third of all three failed, so that 
there was a third less light at any time. The latter part seems to mean that a third 
of the time there was no light at all by day and by night. But perhaps John is not 
greatly concerned with consistency. He is making the point vigorously that one-
third of all light was gone.”—Morris.  “The first part of the verse, when 
interpreted in parallel with the other plagues, seems to indicate a decrease in the 
intensity of available light as a result of a third of the luminaries being darkened. 
The last two phrases, however, indicate the total absence of light for a third part 
of both day and night. This absolute darkness would be far more terrifying than 
a partial eclipse.”—Mounce.  


• It is important to note that this is not just an eclipse.  “The convoluted nature 
of this sentence with all its repetition emphasizes three things: that both day 
and night are “alike” ( ὁμοίως ) without light; that the darkness lasts for a third 
of  their length; and that the darkness means there is absolutely no light (note 
the presence of both “be darkened” and “might not shine” to state this both 
positively and negatively).”—Osborne.  


- Several places in Scripture tell us that the “on the day of the Lord there will be 
darkness—Job 12:22, Isa. 13:10, Ezek. 32:7, Amos 5:18, Joel 2:1-3, Zeph. 1:15, 
Mark 13:24, John 1:5.  This fourth trumpet seems like the fulfillment of these 
prophecies.  The thing that we must remember that God created all things even 
the darkness—Isa. 45:7, Ps. 104:20.  God is in control of the darkness and it 
does not come unless God allows it.  


• “The darkness of the fourth trumpet anticipates the demonic activities of 
chapter 9 and ever greater sorrow.”—Akin.  “In the NT darkness is often 
connected with the demonic. Unbelieving Israel is to be cast outside into the 
darkness, where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matt 8:12). In 2 Cor 
6:14–15 light and darkness stand parallel to Christ and Belial. According to 
Col 1:13 the saints are those who have been rescued from the dominion of 
darkness (cf. Col 2:13–15). The darkness of the fourth plague anticipates the 
transition from divine warnings to demonic woes. It previews that ultimate 
excommunication of unrepentant people to the punishment prepared for the 
devil and his angels (Matt 25:41).”—Mounce.  
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Revelation
• David Platt said this, “Do not put your ultimate hope in created things.  All things—

even the most secure things like the light of the sun—all things in heaven and on 
earth are passing away.”   


• Osborne summarized the first four trumpets like this, “The purpose of the first four 
trumpet judgments is primarily to disprove the earthly gods and to show that 
Yahweh alone is on the throne. By recapitulating the Egyptian plagues, God wants 
to make his omnipotence known to the world and to show the futility of turning 
against him. Each of these judgments addresses a different aspect of life in the 
ancient world and in the modern world as well. The first shows that the material 
world is no answer; the second and third address the sea trade, including food 
supplies; and the fourth focuses on life itself in the heat and light of the celestial 
bodies. The four together prove that those who live only for this world have chosen 
foolishly, for only in God is there true life. Earthly things turn on us, and we dare 
not depend on them.”
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